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FBC, Centerton, reaches South 
Asians with help of the IMB 

Block party reaches community; drug dealers saved

See PARTY page 2

MIS S IO NS

Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Executive Director J.D. “Sonny” Tucker prays for leaders 
and church planters prior to the start of the ABSC Annual Meeting Oct. 29 at Cross Church Pinnacle 
Hills in Rogers. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

Annual meeting kicks off with prayer

Churches 
damaged 
by tornado

Baptists
‘Together’
in Rogers
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Community members take part in a block party held 
Oct. 19 in Forrest City.
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See pages 
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Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

FORREST CITY – Games, food 
and the love of Christ permeated 
a block party Oct. 19 at one of For-
rest City’s low-income apartment 
complexes – which was the same 
complex that was the site of a gang 
shooting a few days earlier. 

It is the area of Forrest City 
where Chanson Newborn Sr. and 
a new church plant – Fellowship 
Community Church – seek to 
minister. 

Newborn is currently in the 
core development process of the 
church plant, which will officially 
launch in January with Newborn 

as pastor. Until then, services are 
held every Tuesday evening at a 
temporary loca-
tion.

“This will be 
the first South-
ern Baptist 
African-Amer-
ican church in 
Forrest City,” 
explained Wil-
lie Jacobs, Ar-
kansas Baptist 
State Conven-
tion (ABSC) 
missions min-
istries team 
member and 
urban strategist for Little Rock and 

Delta region.
He said the block party took place 

in partnership 
with Tri-Coun-
ty Baptist As-
sociation, “and 
it helped to 
raise awareness 
of the need to 
reach the Afri-
can-American 
community in 
Forrest City.”

Justin Mur-
phy, block party 
coordinator for 
the ABSC and 
pastor of Beck 

Spur Baptist Church, Forrest City, 

ran the block party trailer for the 
event.

“Families were just ecstatic that 
someone would come to their area 
and reach out to them and their 
children,” Jacobs said.

“My intentions were to connect 
with the community, to show that 
we care about them and to create 
an opportunity to present the gos-
pel,” Newborn said.

“Block parties help church 
planters to engage the community 
to create interest that leads to com-
mitment or participation in the 
new church plant,” said Jacobs. 

That’s exactly what happened 

CARAWAY – Disaster relief volun-
teers from three associations and 
two churches responded following 
a tornado Oct. 31 that caused exten-
sive damage to two Arkansas Baptist 
churches in Caraway.

While no serious injuries were re-
ported in the community, the roof 
of the main building of First Baptist 
Church, Caraway, was blown off, ac-
cording to Bill Cantrell, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention disaster 
relief director. New Hope Baptist 
Church in Caraway was damaged 
extensively by the storm.

Heath Hawkins, pastor of New 
Hope Baptist, described damage in-
curred at the church.

“We lost our adult education 
wing completely and the roof across 
the entire back side of our church. 
Our children’s Sunday school wing 
was destroyed. Part of the roof over 
our family life center was ripped off, 
and there was some other damage 
there as well. Our marquee was com-
pletely destroyed,” said Hawkins.

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

ROGERS – In one of the lowest 
turnouts in recent years, messen-
gers to the 160th Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) Annual 
Meeting Oct. 29-30 approved a 2014 
Cooperative Program (CP) budget 
of $22 million, elected officers and 
passed several resolutions.

The official messenger count for 
the annual meeting provided by the 
ABSC was 591. The two-day meeting 
was held at Cross Church Pinnacle 
Hills in Rogers and was preceded by 
the all-day Pastors’ Conference Oct. 
28. Registered messengers num-
bered 634 at last year’s annual meet-
ing held at First Baptist Church, 
Cabot.

The last annual meeting held in 
the northwest region of Arkansas 
was in 2008 at First Baptist Church, 
Bentonville. Messengers numbered 
664 at that meeting. In 2003, the an-
nual meeting was held at First Bap-
tist Church, Fayetteville, with 920 
messengers registered. First Baptist 
Church (now Cross Church Spring-
dale) attracted 1,281 registered mes-
sengers in 1999. 

It should be noted that the ABSC 
only counts registered messengers 
from Arkansas Baptist churches, so 
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continued from page one
CARAWAY

“This week we are in that phase 
where we are trying to figure out if 
the damage is going to be extensive 
enough where we have to tear down 
and start over. … Neither of our 
buildings are usable,” he added.

The pastor said the church’s 
Wednesday night children’s pro-
gram plans to meet at a local school 
for now, but as for Sunday services, 
no plan was in place as of press time. 

“On Wednesday night, we have 
a huge children and youth program 
that often includes 60 children and 
youth, and our school is going to 
allow us to use the Riverside gym-
nasium for a time. We are still talk-
ing about where to meet on Sun-
days; that is still up in the air,” said 
Hawkins.

Hawkins said the Caraway com-
munity is responding to assist the 
church.

“The response of the community 
– it has been an incredible outpour 
of support. At the height of the 
cleanup, it seemed like people from 
across the community were converg-
ing on house after house to help 
them clean up debris and help them 
remove trees,” he said. 

“We have experienced the same 
thing out at our church. When I 
put the call out that we were ready 
to start the debris removal, we did 
have services there on Sunday, we 
did it without any electricity but we 
did have Sunday services there, and 
again people were there to help with 
debris removal and cleanup.”

Rick Stevens, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church said the church’s roof 

was damaged extensively.
“We had a lot of roof damage. It 

peeled back our metal roof and ex-
posed it to some water damage. We 
had some water damage in some of 
our classrooms, and our auditorium 
has some major problems. We are 
not really sure about the structure 
itself,” said Stevens. 

“We are just in the preliminary 
stages of getting an engineer and our 
insurance to come out and make 
sure we don’t have any structural 
damage,” he said.

“It’s going to be a major recon-
struction.”

Stevens said the church has 
moved services into its fellowship 
hall, where they plan to stay while 
their other building is being re-
paired.

“It didn’t receive any structural or 
roof damage,” he said.

The pastor said he and his con-
gregation are thankful there were no 
injuries from the tornado.

“That has been a pillow and a 
foundation that has provided peo-
ple with a feeling of thanksgiving 
and praise for God for that. Every-
body pitched in from the church, 
the town, the county and the state,” 

Stevens said. “If you went through 
and looked at it now, it doesn’t look 
anything like it did right after the 
tornado as far as everything being 
cleaned up. … It has been a blessing 
to have so much response from so 
many areas.”

Arkansas Baptist disaster relief 
volunteers were on the scene within 
hours assisting with recovery efforts, 
said Cantrell.

In all, 1,870 meals were prepared 
and served by the Current-Gaines 
Baptist Association feeding unit to 
people displaced by the tornado 
and to recovery workers. Chain saw 
crews completed seven jobs and two 
roofs were covered with tarp, said 
Cantrell.

“We know of eight ministry con-
tacts,” Cantrell added. “(We are) 

waiting to hear of others.”
Other units responding to Cara-

way were shower units from the Mt. 
Zion Baptist Association and Tri-
County Baptist Association. Walnut 
Street Baptist Church and Central 
Baptist Church, both in Jonesboro, 
sent recovery units to the scene.

A National Weather Service sur-
vey crew from Memphis that inspect-
ed damage said that an EF1 tornado 
cut through the town about 7 p.m. 
Oct. 31 as a cold front crossed east-
ern Arkansas, the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette reported.

“It was a well-developed storm,” 
Tom Salem, weather service meteo-
rologist, told the newspaper. 

“Before the tornado came, there 
were straight-line winds in front of 
it.” 

Damage to New Hope Baptist Church in 
Caraway (above). Volunteers from the Current-
Gaines Baptist Association (right) prepare 
meals for victims of the Oct. 31 tornado.

continued from page one
PARTY
at the Forrest City event.

Jacobs said there were more than 
200 participants at the party, 30 peo-
ple were saved and several commit-
ted to becoming a part of the church 
plant.

“Block parties are not just for 
kids,” Murphy emphasized. “Block 
parties are reaching grown men.” 

He said two of those who were 
saved – and who now plan to be in-
volved in the church – were known 
drug dealers. 

“Forrest City has huge drug prob-
lems. Forrest City has huge gang 
violence problems. Forrest city has 
all these problems, but what chang-
es all those problems is the love of 
Christ,” Murphy said. 

“When Christ comes into some-
one’s life, turns them into a new 
creature, that’s when we see com-
munities break loose. That’s when 
we see revival take place. That’s 
when we see whole neighborhoods 
changing – because the ones who 
used to terrorize them are now the 
ones who are out there sharing what 
Christ can do and how He can set 
them free.”

Murphy said he is often asked, 

“Why are you so passionate about 
block parties?”

His answer? “It’s because I see 
what they do.”

Murphy said everyone loves fun 
and games and to go to events.

“But when they come to these 
block parties, there’s something 
different about them – because 
not only do we have the games, 
not only do we have the bounce 
houses, the funnel cakes, the cot-
ton candy, all that stuff, but we’ve 
got Christ Jesus at our parties,” 
Murphy said. “That right there is 
what changes a life. That’s what 
makes impact in communities.”

Forrest City is not the only place 
benefitting from block parties.

“Block Parties are impacting lost-
ness across Arkansas,” said Breck 
Freeman, community missions 
strategist with the ABSC missions 
ministries team. 

“Over 100 Arkansans have been 
saved this year in block party mis-
sions.” 

Murphy said he is seeing God 
at work in Forrest City – an area of 
much racial tension. In particular, 
he said last year’s Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip, which took place in 
Forrest City, really made an impact 
and helped break down barriers.

“It’s exciting … to see what the 
Lord’s doing through the block 
party, through the One Day Mission 
event and how He is reaching these 
people – it’s unreal,” he said. 

“It’s a neat, neat thing to be a part 
of.”

He said people blame the area’s 
problems on a lot of things, but in 
reality, “they need Jesus.”

“For a city to change, it’s going 
to take the love of Christ Jesus to 
change it,” he said.

And the block party is one way 
they were able to share that love.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbapitst.org.
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Digest
Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Bella Vista: one church’s 40-year impact
BELLA VISTA – When it came time 
to mark 40 years of ministry at Bella 
Vista Baptist Church, Pastor Mike 
McCauley decided to do something 
a bit different.

His desire was to illustrate vividly 
to the congregation the impact the 
church has had on its community, 
state, nation and world the past 40 
years – an example of the impact one 
Arkansas Baptist church can have.

“We are celebrating not just 
the fact that this church has been 
around for 40 years,” Mc-
Cauley announced during 
a 7-minute overview of min-
istry statistics, “but so much 
more. We are celebrating 
what God has done in, 
and with and through this 
church!”

First Baptist Church, 
Bentonville, voted to spon-
sor Bella Vista Baptist Mis-
sion in early 1972. The first 
service of what would be-
come Bella Vista Baptist was held in 
a temporary building with 27 people 
in attendance. The mission became 
Bella Visa Baptist Church on April 
29, 1973, with 72 charter members. 
The city of Bella Vista is located in 
Benton County and has a popula-
tion of about 27,000.

Bella Vista Baptist Church has 
had three pastors in its 40-year exis-
tence – Harry C. Wigger, 1972-1975; 
George O’Neel, 1976-2003, and Mc-
Cauley, 2004 to present.

“What can God do with 72 peo-
ple?” McCauley asked. “God has 
taken that small church and grown 
it to its current membership of 878. 
This, of course, only gives us an indi-
cation of who is currently here, not 
a picture of all those who have gone 
home to be with the Lord or who 
are now actively involved in other 
ministries.”

McCauley showed the congrega-
tion a map of where past Bella Vista 

members currently reside – which is 
in 36 of the 50 states.

“God is taking the witness, and 
the discipleship and the biblical 
training people receive here across 
this land!” he said.

“What can God do with the lives 
and witness of a small church in 
the corner of Arkansas?” McCauley 
asked. He then proceeded to share 
Bella Vista’s ministry statistics.

“This church started as a mission. 
It was used by God to directly plant 

a mission which is now 
Village Baptist Church in 
the Highlands,” said Mc-
Cauley. “It has always had 
a heart for missions and 
understands we are on a 
mission with God!”

“Over the course of 
our four decades of exis-
tence, God has used this 
church to do something 
remarkable,” said Mc-
Cauley, who shared the 

following:
– “Through the church alone 

– not counting direct support by 
individuals – the church has given 
$3,596,417 to missions. That is 
enough to support three families on 
the mission field for 40 years each.”

– “Through the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering alone, we have 
given a total of $646,137. This is 
enough to support a missionary fam-
ily in a foreign land for 20 years,” 
he said. “Let me add what we have 
given to international missions 
through the Cooperative Program. 
We are now up to $1,196,428.”

– “Through the Annie Arm-
strong (Easter) Offering to support 
missions in North America, we 
have given a total of $219,796. That 
amount is enough to fund the oper-
ating expenses of 14 church plants 
for a year.”

– “Now, add our Cooperative 
Program giving to what we gave to 

North American missions support. 
… It adds up to $472,749. That is 
enough to fund the operational 
costs of 30 church plants! Is anyone 
starting to see that God is doing 
something bigger than us here?”

– “Through the Dixie Jackson 
offering for state missions, this 
church has given $143,098. If all 
that we gave to Dixie Jackson as a 
church was used to support crisis 
pregnancy centers, it would provide 
the operational support for one cri-
sis pregnancy center for one year.” 
McCauley said that number might 
not sound like a lot until one con-
siders the 90 lives saved after clients 
of the center choose life instead of 
abortion. 

McCauley added, “When we 
add our CP giving, the amount 
we have given as a church raises to 
$1,621,038. If all of this was used 
in support of crisis pregnancy cen-
ters, … the lives of 1,020 children 
who otherwise would have aborted” 
would be saved. “(That is) more 
than two babies for every person in 
this room this morning because you 
were faithful.”

McCauley closed by reminding 
the congregation of the difference 
a church like Bella Vista Baptist 
makes.

“The world is a better place be-
cause there is a place called Bella 
Vista Baptist Church … where God 
chooses to work in the lives of ev-
eryday, ordinary people like us!” he 
said.

McCauley closed by quoting 
Psalm 71:15-16: “My mouth will 
tell of your righteous deeds, of your 
saving acts all day long – though I 
know not how to relate to them all. I 
will come and proclaim your mighty 
acts, Sovereign Lord; I will proclaim 
your righteous deeds, yours alone.”

View more information about 
Bella Vista Baptist Church at www.
arkansasbaptist.org/bellavista.

McCauley

Supreme Court set to
consider public prayer
WASHINGTON (BP) – The 
U.S. Supreme Court heard ar-
guments Nov. 6 in an appeal of 
a lower-court ruling that invali-
dated a New York town’s prayer 
policy for its board meetings. 
In overturning a federal judge’s 
opinion, the 2nd Circuit Court 
of Appeals in New York City had 
ruled the Greece, N.Y., Town 
Board violated the First Amend-
ment’s ban on government estab-
lishment of religion with a prayer 
practice that “had the effect of 
affiliating the town with Chris-
tianity.” A decision is expected 
before the court adjourns next 
summer.

DOM campaign opposes
move by children’s home 
HARDIN, Ky. (BP) – A letter-
writing campaign and petition 
drive calls for trustees to oppose 
changes in Sunrise Children’s 
Services’ hiring practices to allow 
employment of known homosex-
uals. The West Kentucky Fellow-
ship of Directors of Missions is 
urging fellow DOMs across the 
state to “take a stand,” stating: 
“This is not a battle against ho-
mosexuals, but a stand against 
this sin becoming so culturally 
acceptable that we evade calling 
it sin.” Bill Smithwick, president 
of Kentucky Baptist-affiliated 
Sunrise Children’s Services, has 
informed pastors by letter that its 
board of directors has discussed 
the possibility of altering the 
ministry’s anti-discrimination 
policy.

continued from page one
ABSC
actual attendance is higher.

The annual meeting theme, To-
gether, was reinforced by numer-
ous convention speakers, including 
outgoing ABSC President Greg Ad-
dison, who serves as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Cabot.

Archie Mason, pastor of Cen-
tral Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
was elected ABSC president; Doug 
Falknor, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville, was elected 
first vice president, and Gary Thom-
as, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Lowell, was elected second vice pres-
ident. All three ran unopposed.

Messengers approved four resolu-
tions during the Wednesday morn-
ing session, including resolutions on 
the proposed Arkansas Medical Mar-
ijuana Acts for 2013 and the issue 
of marriage, as well as a resolution 
focused on the need to reach men 
for Christ and hold them account-

able. Another resolution expressed 
appreciation to key people involved 
in the “preparation and guidance” 
of the annual meeting. 

Full text of resolutions approved 
by messengers is available at www.
arkansasbaptist.org/resolutions13.

Misc. business
Ken Shaddox, pastor of Park Hill 

Baptist Church, North Little Rock, 
made a motion that the 2013 An-
nual of the ABSC be dedicated in 
the memory of Roy Fish and Johnny 
Jackson Sr.

“It is right to honor those who 
have faithfully served the Lord over 
the course of their lifetime,” said 
Shaddox.

Roy Fish died Sept. 10, 2012, at 
age 82. He is best known as a long-
time professor of evangelism at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

Jackson died Oct. 15 at age 85. 
Over his 65-year ministry he served 
many churches, his longest tenure 
being at Forest Highlands Bap-

tist Church, Little Rock, where he 
served as pastor from 1966 to 1986. 

The motioned passed unani-
mously.

2014 ABSC budget
A Cooperative Program (CP) bud-

get of $22 million for 2014 was ap-
proved by messengers, which is the 
same amount as the 2013 budget.

The budget includes $9,439,120 
(42.91 percent) for Southern Bap-
tist Convention (SBC) causes and 
$12,425,880 (56.48 percent) for mis-
sions and ministries in Arkansas. 
Another $135,000 (0.61 percent) is 
designated as the “shared ministries” 
budget split between the ABSC and 
the SBC.

The budget approved reflects the 
second year of the ABSC’s 2013-17 
budget formula approved by mes-
sengers at the 2011 annual meeting. 
The formula increases the percent-
age of funds (total receipts) for-
warded to the SBC, with budget sur-
pluses (any CP funds received above 
$22 million) being divided between 

the ABSC and the SBC as a part 
of “shared ministries.” The percent-
age increase for SBC causes is two-
tenths of 1 percent each year during 
the five-year budget formula period. 

Additionally, the formula directs 
the convention to conduct a state-
wide emphasis every five years, en-
couraging churches to increase their 
Cooperative Program percentage.

The convention’s Nominating 
Committee report was approved 
with no challenges and no discus-
sion. The committee nominates 
people to serve on boards of ABSC 
entities and institutions.

Gary Hollingsworth, pastor of 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, was re-elected president of the 
ABSC Executive Board. Mike Mc-
Cauley, pastor of Bella Visa Baptist 
Church, Bella Vista, was re-elected 
first vice president.

The 2014 annual meeting will be 
held at Trinity Baptist Church in 
Texarkana.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.
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was no such thing as the Internet 
or social media. It was during a 
time when denominations were 
still growing and still the primary 
resource for 20th century churches 
in the United States attempting to 
find their way in the post-World 
War II era.

There was a time 
when we knew 
our neighbors and 
the focal point of 
family life in most 
communities cen-
tered on the local 
church.

While this is still 
true in some com-

munities, an all-out assault on the 
family, the deterioration of moral-
ity in our nation and the rise of 
an increasingly secular society has 
brought about great change, and it 
is change that impacts the work of 
the Church.

But the fact remains that more 
people are lost today than ever be-
fore and they need to hear the good 
news of the saving grace of Jesus 
Christ.

While most Arkansas Baptists 
were not in Rogers to hear it, this 
was the message shared by conven-
tion leaders, pastors and evangelists 
at the pre-annual meeting Pastors’ 
Conference and during the annual 
meeting.

Perhaps no one in Arkansas Bap-
tist life is more passionate about 

W hile serving as a young pub-
lic relations director of a 

state convention going through an 
extensive reorganization, I was in 
the room when our relatively new 
executive director met with staff 
to discuss how the convention was 
going to serve churches in the fu-
ture.

“We don’t exist 
aside from the 
work of our local 
churches,” he stat-
ed. “We are here 
to serve them, and 
that’s what we’ll 
do.”

During a Q-and-
A time, a convention staff member 
hesitantly raised his hand, asking, 
“But what about the churches that 
don’t want to work with us?”

Looking into the eyes of the 
convention staffer, the executive di-
rector said, “Then we’ll work with 
the ones that do! By serving them, 
more of our churches will come on 
board.”

For a convention leader, a pro-
gressive drop in attendance to the 
annual state meeting can be de-
pressing, and labeled by some as a 
“lack of interest.”

I beg to disagree.
We live in the year 2013 and not 

the 1950s or 1960s. Times have 
changed. When our parents and 
grandparents participated in the na-
tional and state conventions, there 

There’s no lack of interest in Jesus
Cartoon by Gary Thomas   
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saving lost souls than Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Executive 
Director J.D. “Sonny” Tucker.

Not losing sight of the prize of 
the higher calling of the Lord and 
staying on course with the gospel 
was Tucker’s charge during his ad-
dress to annual meeting messengers 
and guests. At one point, Tucker 
stated what should be obvious to all 
of us committed to seeing Arkansas 
won to Jesus Christ: “We are slap 
running out of good sinners! We 
are down to the bad sinners now! 
Them good sinners go to somebody 
else’s church.” 

(See page 6 for Tucker’s message)
Tucker appealed to messengers to 

get out and share the gospel while 
there is still time – even among 
people different from themselves.

“The gospel works!” Tucker said 
time after time, concluding with, 
“This is our state. This is His time. 
… Let’s go for it for Jesus!”

Times may be different, but 
people need Jesus today as much as 
ever. There has never been a better 
time to reach Arkansans for Jesus!

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News. Contact him at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Two-Minute Drill to Manhood

For John Croyle, the clock 
continues to tick. Whether 

on the football field or in the life 
of a child, the seconds slip away 
until the outcome is clear.

Playing on championship 
teams for legendary University of 
Alabama head coach Paul “Bear” 
Bryant, the former All-American 
defensive end knows the value 
of every moment in a game. But 
mistakes are magnified when the 
clock starts winding down, which 
inspired the title of his book 
“The Two-Minute Drill to Man-
hood: A Proven Game Plan for 
Raising Sons.”

Football games often are deter-
mined in the final two minutes of 

a game and, often with teenagers, 
parents are coming down to their 
two-minute drill, Croyle said. 

“Before our sons leave our home, 
they have 
to know 
how to 
be a good 
man, a 
good hus-
band and 
a good 
father,” he said.

In addition to raising two biologi-
cal children, Croyle has been a fa-
ther figure to nearly 2,000 children 
at Big Oak Ranch. Croyle began 
the boys’ ranch 40 years ago for 
abused, neglected and abandoned 

children. Big Oak Ranch, which 
has since added a girls’ ranch and 
a Christian school, will 
receive 100 percent of the 

author proceeds 
from “The Two-
Minute Drill.”

The lessons 
learned from the 
hurting hearts of 
those who come 
to stay with “Mr. 

John,” along with experi-
ences with his son and 
daughter, served as the 
foundation for the parent-
ing book from B&H Publishing. 

The book has garnered endorse-
ments from sports legend Bo Jack-

son, Crimson Tide football coach 
Nick Saban and other prominent 

men in sports and en-
tertainment.

Years ago, in prepar-
ing for a trip with his 
then-13-year-old son 
Brodie, who would 
later become a quar-
terback at Alabama 
and in the NFL, Cro-
yle felt God impress 
on his heart one ques-
tion: “What do you 
want to teach your son 
about manhood?” The 

question inspired Croyle’s seven 
life principles based on the acros-
tic M-A-N-H-O-O-D.

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

BOOK REVIEW
Aaron Earls 

 LifeWay

By John Croyle, B&H Publishing Group, 2013
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That’s it, I’m done with church work,” I emphati-
cally said to Gaye. “They fired me.” 

Gaye and I had been married for six months and 
were living in a small Arkansas town where I served 
as youth minister at a Baptist church, and had recent-
ly become sales manager at the local radio station. 
We commuted to Ouachita Baptist University. 

After a sleepless night, I arrived an hour early for 
class the next morning, sat on a bench in the hallway 
of the Berry Bible Building and just stared at the 
wall. I knew God had called 
me to ministry, but it did not 
seem to be working out so well. 
Things were going so well at the 
radio station; and prior to mov-
ing to Arkansas, I had a great 
experience serving a church in 
Tulsa, Okla. 

“What was the difference?” I 
wondered.

A card thumbtacked to the bulletin board caught 
my attention. It read, “Needed: youth minister at an 
inner-city church in Hot Springs – Call Pastor Clytee 
Harness.” I called. When the conversation ended 
Pastor Clytee Harness asked me to meet him at the 
church the next day.

I drove to Hot Springs, wondering what in the 
world I was doing. After all, I was “done with church 
work” – but somehow I knew this was exactly where I 
needed to be. “Come on in, boy!” a big man shouted 
to me from across the room. “Let’s get down to busi-
ness!” 

Normally, I would not have taken well to being 
called “boy.” But, somehow from this very big man, it 
was OK.

Following a long conversation, Bro. Clytee looked 
at me and said, “Okay, boy, you’re my new associate 
pastor. You’ll handle the youth ministry and any-
thing else I deem necessary – understood?” 

I was not being asked, but being told – this was 
weird! 

“Doesn’t the church need to vote? What about 
talking to your committee?” I asked. He replied with 
a smile, “I am the committee, and the church will do 
what I tell them to.” 

This seemed odd for any church, 
especially one that was running more 
than 400 in attendance. The very next 
Sunday, we were at Grand Avenue in 
view of a call. I preached, Gaye sang, 
and the church voted unanimously – 
just as Bro. Clytee had predicted. 

“We are making a lot of changes, 
and some folks won’t like what you do 
– you let me handle them. You just do 

what you do best,” said Pastor Clytee. 
We led a lot of change. An inordinate number of 

tragic events over the next 18 months would grow 
Gaye and I more than we could have ever imagined. 
Among them, Clytee and June Harness’ oldest son, 
Calvin, died in a car accident. A deacon was shot 
in a robbery and hospitalized for several weeks. A 
church youth took her life. Through these events and 
others, Bro. Clytee taught me how to love deeply, 
lead strongly and develop a trustworthy and highly 
accountable church staff team. Most of all, God af-
firmed my calling to ministry and developed in me 
an ironclad confidence to lead. Thanks, Bro. Clytee!

 Eric W. Ramsey is president of TCWM, based in 
Mountainburg.

ANSWERING
THE CALL

Eric Ramsey

Thank you.” This message can carry deep meaning 
for someone after they have given an act of love 

or service. It is true when these words show an under-
standing of the thoughtfulness carried in that act of 
service. However, the same words can seem woefully 
inadequate to the one who says them. When you have 
been touched by an act of caring service, they cannot 
convey an amount of gratitude equal to what has been 
received. We have all felt the inadequacy of this mes-
sage. And yet, we are compelled to say, “Thank you,” 
trusting those who receive our thanks to understand 
our hearts. 

That is how I feel as I say, “Thank 
you,” for the honor of serving as 
president of our state convention. 
I struggle with the inadequacy of 
this message as I am certain Paul 
did when he said to the Philippian 
church, “I thank my God upon every 
remembrance of you” (Phil. 1:3). His 
joy for their “fellowship in the gospel” 
(Phil 1:5) is exactly what I feel as I re-
flect on my time of service as we strive together to share 
the gospel. I am so grateful for this experience to serve 
with you that, even though the words are inadequate, I 
must take this opportunity to say, “Thank you.” 

Every time Paul expressed thanks in one of his 
letters, he explained that it was the “fellowship of the 
gospel” with those he served with that touched his 
heart. That is so very true. It is the relationships that 
are built while serving that carry the greatest meaning. 
Our deepest measure of gratitude as ministers is for 
those with whom we have prayed, preached, planned, 
laughed and shared the burden of ministry. I am grate-
ful for the many friendships that were deepened and 
those that were started in this journey. 

While I cannot thank everyone by name, there are 
a few that I must give a blessing for their service to 
you and to our Lord. First, I would like to thank Emil 
Turner and Sonny Tucker for the privilege to serve 
alongside them. Arkansas Baptists know the deep love 

and incredible service these men have given as our 
leaders. Our heritage and our future both are strong 
in large measure to their leadership. It is a blessing to 
serve alongside such brothers. Additionally, I would 
like to thank the convention staff. They are really the 
ones who make it all work. They guide, teach, resource, 
encourage and pray for us everyday. I could not be 
more proud of being an Arkansas Baptist than after 
serving with them. 

I must also thank my church, First Baptist, for the 
support and love they have provided. For three years 

now – including my year as president 
of the ABSC Pastors’ Conference 
– they have served right alongside 
me in this journey. Our worship 
ministry has served multiple events; 
our staff has served and covered for 
my absences and our congregation 
has given, served as a host church 
and prayed faithfully. First Baptist 
has a strong heritage as a committed 
Arkansas Baptist church, and it has 

shown beautifully during these last three years. 
Finally, I would like to thank all those who have said, 

“Yes,” to every request for service. There are far too 
many to name, but our state should know that in three 
years, I have never had anyone say no to any appoint-
ment or request to serve, preach or pray for us. They 
reflect the incredible spirit of ministry that is alive in 
Arkansas Baptists as servants of the gospel. The gospel 
passion living in the heart of our churches is evident in 
every mission trip, block party, committee meeting and 
presentation during the annual convention. It is why I 
am excited about our future, grateful to serve with you 
and “confident of this very thing, that He who began a 
good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 1:6).

“Thank you.”
Greg Addison is the immediate past president of the 

Arkansas Baptist State Convention and pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Cabot.

‘Thank you’

Gore

Baptists Ask

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Greg Addison

The word “amen” is one 
of the few words that is 

found throughout the Bible, 
both in the Hebrew and Greek. 
It is used 30 times in the Old 
Testament, either to affirm 
what someone had previously 
said (Deut. 27:15-26; 1 Kings 
1:36; Neh. 5:13) or to serve as a 
benediction (Psa. 41:13; 72:19; 
106:48).

The New Testament uses 
“amen” 152 times. While often-
times used 
in the same 
way as in the 
Old Testa-
ment (Rom. 
16:27; Heb. 
13:25; Rev. 
22:21), Jesus 
used “amen” 
in a more 
original manner. In the Gos-
pels, he said it before he gave an 
instruction, in order to declare 
that what he was about to say 
was true. 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus 
always states it twice (John 
3:5; 5:25; 12:24). This is often 
translated “verily” or “truly” in 
English Bibles. For example, 
Jesus told the thief on the cross, 
“Truly I say to you, today you 
shall be with Me in Paradise” 
(Luke 23:43).

The word “amen,” therefore, 
means “it is so” or “it is true.” 
By saying “amen,” speakers de-
clared to their audiences that 
their information was trustwor-
thy, and by faith their audiences 
should receive and accept it.

Today, many congregations 
say “amen.” People often utter, 
“Amen!” after the preacher says 
something with which they 
agree. In essence, they are shout-
ing, “I agree! It is true!” 

When Christians pray, 
whether in worship, before a 
meal or in the midst of interces-
sory prayer, they are saying in 
agreement, “It is so,” or, “May 
this be.”

Individuals constantly search 
for truth. They are looking for 
answers and are hoping that 
what they discover is true. By 
hearing this word, whether by 
a person, a congregation or in 
the Scriptures, each boldly say 
in Christ, “It is true.” What pro-
found weight comes from such a 
small word!

Ken Gore is chair of the depart-
ment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College in Walnut 
Ridge. Baptists Ask is reader-driven. 
Questions for Gore are welcomed on 
a variety of biblical topics. To sub-
mit a question, email tim@arkan-
sasbaptist.org or call 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5153.

Why do we say, “Amen”?

Rescued and retooled by Clytee Harness
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Speakers call Ark. Baptists to come ‘Together’
ROGERS – Messengers to the 160th 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Annual Meeting Oct. 29-30 
were encouraged to come “Togeth-
er” by convention speakers. “To-
gether” was the theme of the annual 
meeting.

Brent Williams
“That we would see and that we 

would savor the glory of Christ in 
salvation that would produce a grace-
driven life” – that is how Brent Wil-
liams, pastor of True North Church 
in Anchorage, Alaska, summarized 
his message for those attending the 
Tuesday morning session of the 
annual meeting which was held at 
Cross Church Pinnacle Hills in Rog-
ers.

Williams referred to the parable 
of the good Samaritan found in 
Luke 10 and suggested that the char-
acter in the story most representative 
of those at the meeting was 
the man who was beaten 
and left for dead on the 
roadway.

“And when we look at 
our lives, without Christ, 
we’re on the side of the 
road, dead in sin,” he said. 
“We’re beaten and we’re 
bruised. We’re lost and 
we’re lonely. And we’re 
destined to be left for 
dead.”

He pointed to Romans 6:23, 
which begins, “For the wages of sin 
is death.”

“And if there is nothing else after 
that sentence, we are left without 
hope,” he said. 

However, he pointed out that a 
key word follows that phrase – the 
word “but.” 

The rest of the verse continues: 
“but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

He said on one side of the ‘but,’ 
people find themselves heading 
straight to hell; however, that one 
word changes everything.

“Because of that ‘but,’ we find a 
righteous, merciful, compassionate 
God, One who has rescued and One 
who has saved us. Because of that 
‘but,’ I was lost, but now I’m found. 
Because of that ‘but,’ I was blind, 
but now I see,” he said.

Williams said he is con-
vinced that nothing can 
propel or motivate a person 
to reach the lost world for 
Christ except that person 
coming face to face with 
the terms of his salvation – 
that Christ saved him and 
that it had nothing to do 
with his own merit. Sal-
vation isn’t earned, Wil-
liams reminded listeners. 
It is only by God’s grace and mercy 
that He would love sinners.

Williams said once a person expe-
riences the grace and mercy that he 
doesn’t earn or deserve, he is swept 
up in it and will do whatever it takes 
to reach the world with the gospel.

Looking again at the parable of 

the good Samaritan, Williams said  
three things that happen when 
Christians “live on the other side 
of the ‘but’”: their eyes are opened, 
their hands are opened and their 
hearts are opened.

“Our city needs groups of people 
who remember what it’s like to live 
on the wrong side of ‘but,’ a group 
of people who were beaten, bruised 
and left for dead but in God’s grace 
through Christ was rescued. That’s 
what your city needs. That’s what 
this state needs,” he said. “It needs 
a move of God in the heart of His 
people, who will be overwhelmed 
by grace, who will be captured and 
captivated by mercy they never de-
served …  that will allow them to do 
whatever it takes whenever it’s asked 
to reach the people who are far from 
God. 

“May we be that people.”

Greg Addison
In his president’s mes-

sage, Addison encouraged 
leaders not to lose sight of 
the power of cooperation 
– pointing to Paul’s sec-
ond letter to the church at 
Corinth in 2 Corinthians 
8 as containing principles 
Arkansas Baptists can use 
today.

“When we come to test 
the sincerity of our love, it stirs our 
gospel zeal,” said Addison, referring 
to verse 9, which reads, “For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich, yet 
for your sake He became poor, so 
that you through His poverty might 
become rich” (NASB).

Addison said it is important – 
when under stress and strain of the 
work of the local church – to contin-
ue to give in support of the gospel. 

“They first gave themselves to the 
Lord, and then to us,” said Addison. 
“They were attached to people who 
were sold out to the gospel.”

Addison stressed the importance 
of being a part of something bigger 
than oneself.

“It broadens our gospel perspec-
tive. You are a part of a bigger deal. 
The nature of human beings is to 
cocoon where they are,” he said. 

“We need to understand 
that we are a part of the 
army of God. Your church 
is called to go into all the 
world where there are lost 
people.”

Addison said when he 
got involved in missions, 
he “began to understand 
how much lostness was 
out there (in the world).”

“We have to do more 
to rescue people from 

hell,” said Addison, pointing out 
that Arkansas Baptists are doing just 
that by participating in the annual 
Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip – 
seeing literally hundreds of people 
saved as a result.

“What would happen in Arkan-
sas if churches were doing revitaliza-

tion with the growth we see at block 
parties?” he asked.

Addison concluded with the 
charge, “Stir the gospel zeal. … Do it 
until Jesus comes back!”

Wes Hamilton
Wes Hamilton, lead pastor at 

Hulen Street Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth, 
Texas, spoke about creativ-
ity and innovation in min-
istry, basing his message in 
1 Corinthians 9:19-22

He began by saying the 
culture of risk-taking and 
innovation has not been 
maintained among many 
of today’s churches.

“I think we can reclaim 
some of that same spirit of innova-
tion, that culture of creativity, and 
I think we can because the gospel 
allows for that and I think the gos-
pel, in fact, encourages that,” said 
Hamilton. “The gospel creates the 
perfect environment for creativity to 
flourish.”

“In fact, Paul sets the tone for cre-
ativity,” he said.

He pointed to 1 Corinthians 9 
and how Paul sought to reach a vari-
ety of peoples and cultures by iden-
tifying with and adapting himself to 
their cultures, a concept that would 
have been creative and unheard of 
in that world. 

He read verse 19, in which Paul 
calls himself “free.” 

Hamilton said Paul “was free … 
from the supervision of the 
law and the control of his 
sin nature.” He explained 
that this freedom, in turn, 
put Paul in the perfect en-
vironment for creativity.

“Creativity and innova-
tion can only flourish in 
an atmosphere of freedom, 
and the true freedom 
we’re looking for is only 
found in the gospel,” he 
said.

Referring to the 1 Corinthians 
9:19-22 passage, Hamilton said 
Paul was free from “things that 
will smother a spirit innovation” 
and “stifle a culture of creativity” – 
things like personal preferences, the 
desire to please others and the temp-
tation to protect his reputation.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
The gospel works and Arkansas 

is posed for great revival, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
Executive Director J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker told messengers and guests 
gathered for the ABSC Annual 
Meeting at Cross Church Pinnacle 
Hills in Rogers.

“I am very optimistic about what 
I see,” said Tucker, recounting his 
call to become the ABSC executive 
director. “(As) I looked around the 
state to get a sense of what is happen-
ing and where we are going, I really 
saw evidences of a perfect storm of 
revival brewing.”

It was Tucker’s first major mes-

sage to Arkansas Baptists since being 
elected the state’s new leader in fall 
2012, taking office Jan. 1. 

“You could not ask for a better 
group, a stronger group” of key pas-
tors and churches in Arkansas, said 
Tucker, who added the same is true 
of those who lead the state agencies 

and institutions.
“It is a best case sce-

nario. It’s better than any-
body could ever imagine 
or think who God has 
brought to the state,” said 
Tucker. 

There is a lot of excite-
ment in Arkansas around 
church planting and mis-
sions, and among younger 
Arkansas Baptist minis-

ters, he said.
“There is just so much happen-

ing,” Tucker said. “This is a great 
time to be here in this state.” 

Tucker read from 2 Corinthians 
5:14-21, recounting the grip of a 
64-year-old woman he met at camp 
as a young man. He said she had a 
grip like he had never seen. He asked 
her where she got a grip like that.

“She said, ‘Son, I’ve been milking 
cows for 60 years!” 

“(She had) a grip that held on, 
a grip that controlled me. (It was) 
a grip that absolutely guided me in 
every way,” said Tucker, who com-
pared it to the Apostle Paul’s words 
in 2 Corinthians 5:14.

“He says, ‘There’s something 
that grips me, there’s something 

that controls me, there’s 
something that produces a 
pressure on me.’ He said 
the thing that it is in verse 
14 is Christ’s love. It com-
pels us. The word ‘compel’ 
means to ‘grip.’ It’s a pres-
sure that produces action. 
It’s a pressure that holds. 
It’s a pressure that con-
trols. It’s a pressure that 
moves. It’s a pressure that 

drives. It’s a pressure that motivates,” 
Tucker said.

“Paul says, ‘I am unbelievably, ut-
terly touched by the love of Jesus.’”

That same love should moti-
vate Arkansas Baptists as they seek 
to reach the state for Christ, said 
Tucker, who added as a young pas-
tor he often knocked on the doors 
of people who were not interested in 
talking to a preacher – but many still 
were saved. 

“It’s because the gospel works! It’s 
the power unto salvation!” he said, 
adding he visited alcoholics and oth-
ers in the community his church was 
actively praying for – with some in 
the church afraid of them.

“When I knocked on their door, 
they cursed at me, (but) they all re-
ceived me,” said Tucker. “That’s who 
this state is. You have to understand 
this, Arkansas – we are slap running 
out of good sinners! We are down to 
the bad sinners now! Them good sin-
ners go to somebody else’s church.” 

See MESSAGES page 8

Williams

Hamilton

Tucker

Addison
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Pastors’ Conference encourages Ark. pastors
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

ROGERS – Speakers representing 
dynamic ministries from Arkansas 
and across the United States were 
featured at the 2013 Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention Pastors’ Con-
ference Oct. 28 at Cross Church Pin-
nacle Hills.

The theme of the conference was 
Sacred Investment: 
The Gospel, Dis-
cipleship and the 
Church.

Speakers gave 
Arkansas pastors 
and ministers in at-
tendance many in-
sights and tools to 
take back to their 
local churches.

Speakers in-
cluded Nick Floyd, 
pastor of Cross 
Church, Fayette-
ville; Josh Reavis, as-
sistant pastor of pas-
toral ministries at 
North Jacksonville 
Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, Fla.; 
Larry White, asso-
ciational missionary for Faulkner 
Baptist Association, Conway; Kenny 
Luck, men’s pastor at Saddleback 
Church and founder of Every Man 
Ministries, Lake Forest, Calif., and 
Mark Dever, pastor of Capital Hills 
Baptist Church, Washington, D.C.

A new addition to this year’s con-
ference was an afternoon panel dis-
cussion featuring conference speak-
ers, including Floyd, Dever, Reavis, 
White and Luck.

Phillip Smith, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Bentonville, was elected 
president of the 2014 ABSC Pastors’ 
Conference. Michael Franklin, pas-
tor of Rye Hill Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith, was elected vice president.

Following are excerpts from speak-
ers’ messages.

Larry White
White’s message, “The ministry 

I received,” focused 
on Acts 20. He 
explained the dif-
ference between 
achieved ministry 
and received minis-
try – achieved min-
istry being ministry 
chosen by man and 
received ministry 
being ministry not 
chosen, but given 
by God.

White said that 
pastors must fight 
to seek God’s will 
in ministry and re-
sist temptations to 
seek the “applause 
and amens” of 
men. He said the 
Bible emphasizes 
that every gift comes from God, and 
churches can be transformed if pas-

tors recognize that being called to be 
a minister has nothing to do with 
their own skills and abilities and ev-
erything to do with God’s will and 
blessings.

Nick Floyd
Floyd spoke on “the sacred invest-

ment of transition.” His message fo-
cused on the importance of church 
pastors investing in the lives of the 

men that will lead 
the Church in the 
future.

Floyd said it is 
incredibly impor-
tant for pastors to 
address necessary 
transitions in their 
churches because 
“leadership is tem-
porary.” He said 
many pastors must 
“plow the ground 
for others to reap 
the fruit” and that 
it is the “spiritual 
duty” for ministers 
to instill a confi-
dence in God in 
those that follow 
them.

Floyd highlighted 
the transition of Moses to Joshua 
and of David to Solomon. He said 
pastors must be strong, be coura-
geous and that God will be with 
them. In closing, Floyd said that 
much more important than “prag-
matic tips,” pastors should pass on 
a zeal for the presence of God to the 
next generation of Church leaders.

Josh Reavis
Reavis said there is much to learn 

from the mistakes of figures in Scrip-
ture. He spoke out of 1 Samuel 17. 
Reavis said the story of David and 
Goliath teaches the importance of 
recognizing that God can use any-
one for His glory and that if pastors 
discourage called young people – 
David(s) – in their churches, that 
they will leave and find other places 
to serve. 

Reavis said too many churches 
talk too much and 
do too little, attempt 
to temper the fire of 
called young people 
and underestimate 
what God can do 
through those called 
young people.

Reavis concluded 
by asking, “When it 
comes to your min-
istry, pastor, are you 
multiplying yourself 
or magnifying your-
self?” 

He said pastors 
must pour them-
selves into the young 
ministers that sur-
round them and 
focus their ministry 
on what God has 

done instead of what they falsely be-
lieve they have done themselves.

Mark Dever
Dever spoke in both 

the afternoon and eve-
ning sessions. In the af-
ternoon session, he spoke 
on church discipline. He 
said church discipline is 
mentioned throughout 
the New Testament, and 
yet it is often ignored or 
used improperly by many churches.

Dever said many churches have 
lost touch of the importance of each 
local church being cooperative and 
biblical congregations of believers 
with responsibilities 
and duties. 

Dever gave five 
reasons for church 
discipline: (1) for 
the good of the in-
dividual, (2) for peo-
ple to recognize the 
danger of sin, (3) 
for the health of the 
church as a whole, 
(4) for the corpo-
rate witness of the 
church and (5) for 
the glory of God.

Dever’s message 
in the evening ser-
vice included the 
nine marks, or necessary points, of 
identifying and growing pastors. 

He said the nine marks of iden-
tifying and growing pastors are as 
follows: (1) qualifications, (2) being 
involved with local church body, (3) 
trust, (4) personal time, (5) delegat-
ing, (6) feedback, (7) authority, (8) 
clarity and (9) humility.

Kenny Luck
Luck spoke on men’s ministry 

and reaching men, noting the im-
pact and importance of the “charac-
ter and conduct of men.”

He pointed to the suffering seen 
in headlines and issues like sex traf-
ficking, domestic violence, father-
lessness and the “chaos and dysfunc-
tion that come out of broken male 
character and conduct.”

“As we (the Church) strive for rel-
evance and as we strive to resonate 
in the world, … what would happen 
if we became a center of masculine 

transformation and, in the context 
of making disciples of men, we made 
men healthy who had a new identity 
and started making new choices but 
then started having a rippling im-

pact on marriages 
and families and 
church health?” he 
asked.

He noted the rel-
evance of men, call-
ing them “a cultural 
touch point, a glob-
al touch point and 
a spiritual touch 
point.” 

And he pointed 
to the biblical ac-
counts of God’s 
movements – how 
they were birthed 
and how men of 
God were used.

Finally, he pointed to the 
Church’s responsibility to respond 
to that pattern of how God moves. 
And he concluded by giving those in 
attendance several practical steps for 
men’s ministry.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org. Additional report-
ing by Jessica Vanderpool.

White

Dever (above) and Luck (right).

Sermon recordings 
available
Recordings of sermons from the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting 
and Pastors’ Conference in Rogers 
are available for purchase through 
MasterSound Media. 
MasterSound may 
be contacted at 
806-852-2101 or by 
visiting www.mas-
tersoundmedia.com.

Floyd

Reavis
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“You tell me 
there’s nobody to 
reach. I just de-
scribed who lives in 
every community in 
this state! They may 
not be important to 
you, but they are im-
portant to Him!”

“Every alcoholic 
lived down a gravel 
road, with refrigerators and cars 
in the yard. People made fun on 
them,” Tucker exclaimed. “Don’t 
ever forget that’s somebody’s father. 
That’s somebody’s grandson. Some 
kid who comes to your church on 
Wednesday night has a dad like that. 
… You laugh at folks like that, you 
cut my heart out!”

Tucker pointed to the diversity of 
the people who reside in Arkansas, 
all of whom need Jesus.

“We can’t neglect the folks that 
are different,” he said. “They are pre-
cious in His sight.”

“Arkansas Baptists, let’s be con-
trolled by the grip of Jesus. His love. 
He has given us the ministry of rec-
onciliation. The gospel works,” said 
Tucker.

“This is our state. This is His 
time. … Let’s go for it for Jesus!”

Kenny Luck
Kenny Luck, men’s pastor at 

Saddleback Church in Lake For-
est, Calif., spoke on the importance 
of being secure in the love of the        
Father. Luck said that the need to be 

secure in the love of the Father is 
“the anchor for the people that 
we minister to.”

“All of us at every stage of life, 
by God’s design, need a daddy,” 
said Luck.

Luck said that when it comes 
to the human need for a father 
there are two sides to the coin –  
there are the children and then 
there are the “adult children.”

“I know a lot of guys who are 
big men and have big responsibili-
ties, but they have the heart of a boy 
that has never been secured by the 
love of the Father,” he said.

Luck said that he grew up a Navy 
brat, the last of seven children. He 
said that growing up, his father was 
always deployed, and it created in 
him an “orphan heart.”

“Children and people measure 
their worthiness to be loved by the 
time a father spends with them, the 
talk that a father gives them and the 
appropriate touch that a father gives 
them,” he said.

Luck’s text was Matthew 3, Mat-
thew 17 and Mark 12. He said the 
passages show Christ as the model 
of a man who is secure in the love of 
the Father.

Luck said that a secure man or 
woman: (1) must not fear what peo-
ple think and (2) must solve the ac-
ceptance issue.

Luck said four things every pas-

tor, every son or daughter and every 
man or woman needs are: (1) a 
strong love, (2) a strong moment, 
(3) a strong name and (4) a strong 
blessing. He said that in Matthew 
3:16-17, God uses Christ to model 
“acceptance without performance.” 
God the Father loved Christ uncon-
ditionally before Christ had even 
begun His ministry. Luck said that 
earthly fathers must model to their 
children the love that God the Fa-
ther showed to His own Son, Jesus 
Christ.

Larry Page
 Larry Page, executive director 

of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council and chairman of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention Reso-
lutions Committee, gave 
the convention sermon, 
encouraging messengers 
to stand by the truth. 

“We know what Truth 
is – Truth is God’s Word, 
and it doesn’t change,” 
said Page. “And we must 
… stand by it.”

He began by identify-
ing and refuting several 
things he considers big 
lies, such as “God is dead,” “An un-
born child is not really human and 
not entitled to live” and others. But 
he said the big lie is that “man is 
good.”

“Now let me tell you why I think 
that’s the big lie – because if man is 
good, he doesn’t need Jesus. If he 
doesn’t need Jesus, he doesn’t need 

the Father. If he doesn’t need the 
Father, he doesn’t need the Truth 
– God’s Word,” said Page. “And so 
what happens? Every man, if the big 
lie is true, … can choose his own 
truth. His truth, for him, is the truth. 
And he can become his own god.”

Page warned of the danger that 
awaits a culture that forgets God and 
removes truth, and he mentioned 
the tendencies man has of ignoring 
the truth and wanting others to vali-
date the truths he chooses for him-
self.

Page said Christians need to deliv-
er the truth boldly and in a Christ-
like way and that “to do otherwise 
is a disservice to the world, and 
we leave them languishing in their 
sometimes lost condition.”

He admitted battles 
over issues can be in-
tense. 

“And as important as 
all these struggles are, … 
and as determined as we 
are to proclaim the truth 
in those matters, we also 
must reach people for 
Christ. And we can’t be 
effective soul winners, in 
my opinion, if we build 

our efforts on the shifting sands 
of changing truth,” Page said. “We 
must not, we cannot, ignore the 
paramount responsibility, though – 
and that is to refute the big lie. Man 
needs Christ. He is not good. He is 
a fallen creature. He needs a Savior.”

Reporting by Arkansas Baptist News 
staff.

Luck

Page

Arkansas Baptist agencies, institutions report
ROGERS – Arkansas Baptist agen-
cies and institutions provided mes-
sengers an update on their activities 
and accomplishments over the past 
year during the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) Annual 
Meeting held Oct. 29-30 at Cross 
Church Pinnacle Hills.

Ouachita Baptist
Rex Horne, president of Ouachi-

ta Baptist University, shared dur-
ing the university’s report 
about who Ouachita is and 
what it does. 

He said Ouachita is rec-
ognized as an excellent edu-
cational institution across 
the nation and is of value 
in both its cost and its mis-
sion.

He said, on average, a 
student’s family pays about 
half of the “sticker price” at 
Ouachita and that “Ouachita ranks 
presently in the top 10 in the nation 
… in helping low-income students 
get their degrees.”

And according to a recent study 
of public and private colleges and 
universities in Arkansas, Ouachita 
students graduate “with the second 
lowest debt load of any college or 
university in the state of Arkansas.”

He also focused on what Ouachi-
ta does, stating, “We are unapolo-
getically Christian and Baptist. We 
believe in the exclusivity of Jesus 

Christ; we believe in the full author-
ity of ... Scripture. We recognize that 
texts and theories will come and go, 
but God’s Word and God’s Truth 
will endure forever. That is a great 
value. … What we attempt to do at 
Ouachita is undergird and affirm 
Christian truth and what you are 
doing in your churches and what 
you are doing in your homes.”

He added that not only is change 
impacting the culture, churches and 

conventions, but change is 
also impacting universities 
like Ouachita. 

He said three out of 
four students at Ouachita 
are Baptist. And Ouachita 
is seeking to keep young 
adults in Baptist church-
es. In order to ensure the 
health of Arkansas Baptist 
churches and the conven-
tion, he said Ouachita 

needs to provide excellent education 
and make their training practical 
through things like internships and 
possible future online or off-campus 
programs.

He said that the reason Ouachita 
is important and vital is because – 
along with all the aforementioned – 
their graduates and current students 
are serving.

“Because of what you give, you 
can brag on everything else that we 
do,” shared Horne, saying that a re-
cent five-year study of International 

Mission Board (IMB) appointees 
found that Ouachita has sent more 
people to the IMB field in that time 
period than any other Baptist col-
lege or university in the nation.

“Friends, that doesn’t happen by 
accident,” he said. “That is some-
thing that is intentional – remind-
ing our students that they have a 
responsibility to their neighbor and 
to their nation – and we’re proud to 
be a part of it.”

Ark. Baptist Foundation
David Moore, president of the 

Arkansas Baptist Foundation, 
began the Foundation report with 
a summary of what is happening 
in the financial markets 
and requesting prayer as 
the Foundation navigates 
those markets.

He also spoke on chari-
table giving, sharing that 
demographics are chang-
ing and the U.S. is be-
coming more diverse. He 
shared statistics, breaking 
down trends in giving by 
age and gender.

But he said while race, 
gender, generations and geography 
are important to look at in regards 
to charitable giving, what really has a 
large impact is the changing culture.

“Today, one in five American 
adults claims no affiliation with a 
religion at all, and the younger you 

are, the more likely you are to have 
no relationship to religion period,” 
Moore said, explaining this trans-
lates to religion receiving less of the 
charitable dollar.

He encouraged churches to edu-
cate people on money management, 
debt, saving and giving.

On a more positive note, he said 
the Foundation has had a good year. 
2012 marked the largest single year 
of growth in the Foundation’s his-
tory, with them growing by about 
$19 million. But he said what is re-
ally exciting to them is “how much 
money goes out the door.”

“Last year about $14 million went 
out the door, most of it going to min-

istries, going to things that 
are going to make a differ-
ence and make a kingdom 
impact,” he said, adding 
that most of what goes to 
individuals will also go to 
Baptist ministries one day.

In addition, the Foun-
dation has had several staff 
changes. 

Moore has announced 
that he will step down as 
president of the Foun-

dation effective early 2015, and 
Bobby Thomas has been named  
president-elect.

Jeff Steed resigned earlier this 
year to take a position at the Univer-

See REPORTS page 13

Moore

Horne
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Camps make impact on students’ lives
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

JASON WILKIE was in fourth grade 
when he attended camp in Evart, 
Mich. He slept in a teepee, won a 
leg-wrestling contest and played in 
the mud bog. When he got older, he 
served as cabin counselor for 12- and 
13-year-old boys at another camp at a 
time during which he was “trying to 
get past some deep 
hurt.”

“God used 
camp to heal my 
soul and then to 
show me how pow-
erful camp min-
istry can be,” he 
said.

Now he is help-
ing impact the lives 
of students as ex-
ecutive director of 
Camp Siloam (also 
known as Arkansas 
Baptist Assembly).

“Students are 
hurting today be-
cause families are 
hurting; there is 
peer pressure on 
students to con-
form to the world 
in all kinds of 
ways,” Wilkie said, adding he recent-
ly read that the type of cell phone 
teenagers carry has an impact on 
their self-worth and identity. 

“As crazy as that sounds, this is 
what’s real to students,” he said. 
“What camps do is they equalize 
the sociodemographic of a student’s 
world so they let down their guard 
and can let the voice of the Holy 
Spirit speak to them. What good 
Christian camps do through fun and 
games is create an atmosphere where 
kids are loved, cared for, well-fed and 
they feel accepted – even though we 
remind them they are sinners.”

Steve Ellison, manager/adminis-
trator for Ouachita Baptist Assem-
bly, which is Ouachita Baptist As-
sociation’s camp and retreat center, 
noted the value of being able to dis-
connect from technology and daily 
life.

“It seems to me that in this day 
of gadgets, electronic communica-
tion and social media, there is as 
tremendous need for fasting from 
those things,” he noted, quoting 
Psalm 46:10, which says, “Be still, 
and know that I am God.” 

“We bombard ourselves with a 
constant stream of digital commu-
nication, often to the point of not 
being able to hear God’s still, small 
voice,” he said. “School and work re-
sponsibilities need to be left behind 
for a while as well. We need to set 
aside time to fellowship with God 
and other believers.”

Wilkie pointed to the origin of 
summer camps, which “were born 
out of camp meeting revivals in the 
early 1800s.”

“The principles of the early camp 

meetings are timeless,” Wilkie said, 
explaining, “Removing people from 
their everyday lives, allowing them 
to reflect in God’s creation and pre-
senting the gospel of Jesus multiple 
times is a powerful mix for revival.” 

On a practical note, Wilkie sug-
gested waiting until children are in 
fourth grade to send them to an 
overnight camp and to try to send 
them to camp with friends.

“The common 
experiences they 
share and relation-
ships they build 
as friends at camp 
will be memories 
they have for a life-
time,” he said. “If 
your child has a 
good experience, 
send them to the 
same camp year 
after year. It be-
comes a spiritual 
marker for God 
working in their 
life. What we see 
at Siloam, and love 
about Siloam, are 
the people who 
come back just to 
remember what 
God did in their 
life. This speaks to 

the power of a person coming back 
to the same camp each year.”

Wilkie suggested parents take 
note of the different types of camps 
available. 

“There are many different types of 
camps that reach children in differ-
ent ways,” he said. “I would encour-
age parents to consider what type of 
camp fits their child the best. For in-
stance, an extroverted, highly social 
kid would love a big group experi-
ence like Siloam. But an introverted 
child might like a smaller camp that 

caters to individual campers. What 
I love about Siloam is that camp is 
a group experience that grows the 
Body of Christ through the church.”

In addition, Ellison urged parents 
to “pray that your child has a per-
sonal encounter with the living God 
while at camp.”

Students take part in Bible study at Ouachita 
Baptist Assembly.
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Mom’s Day of Prayer targets countries worldwide
“WHEN WE PRAY in unity, God 
moves mightily,” said Kathy Cole-
man, founder of Mom’s Day of 
Prayer (MDOP).

“This can be as moms when we 
come together and pray in unity, a 
husband and wife praying together 
in unity, as a church body praying 
together in unity – God hears our 
prayers and answers us,” she said, 
continuing on to note a passage in 
Matthew 18 that talks of prayer.

Coleman, who has lived in Fort 
Smith for almost 40 years, read an 
article in the 1990s about a mother 
in Brazil who gathered fellow moth-
ers to pray for their children because 
of issues – such as sexual immorality, 
drug abuse and alcoholism – that 
were present in their country.

The article weighed on Cole-
man, who attends East Side Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, and she asked 
then Pastor Bob Ford if a day of 
prayer for mothers could be held at 
their church. He agreed and suggest-
ed the name “Mom’s Day of Prayer.”

Founded on 1 Samuel 1:27-28, 
MDOP began in Fort Smith and 
spread worldwide. It has been held 
in a number of countries and most 
U.S. states.

Coleman began the movement to 
encourage local mothers to gather to 
pray for their leaders, families and 

children, according to a press release.
The release included Coleman’s 

announcement that her organiza-
tion hopes to schedule MDOP 
events in all states in the U.S. and 

all countries worldwide on Jan. 18.
“The question I’m frequently 

asked is, ‘Do you really think this is 
possible?’ And my first thought is, 
‘With God ALL things are possible!’ 

I trust Him whatever the outcome,” 
the release reported Coleman as 
saying in reference to the vision for 
women from all countries to pray on 
the same day.
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sity of Texas at Arlington.
They have also added several 

people. Dillon McClain is serving 
as staff attorney, René Zimny is serv-
ing part-time as communi-
cations specialist and T.O. 
and Martha Spicer are serv-
ing as area representatives 
in northwest Arkansas.

“Let me remind you, in 
closing, that our mission to 
the people in your church 
is to help them understand 
that managing their estate 
and what they do with 
their estate may be the single most 
important stewardship decision 
they’ve ever made in their life.”

He added that they also work 
with ministries to help them man-
age their resources well in order to 
make a large kingdom impact.

Ark. Faith and Ethics
Larry Page, executive director 

of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council and chairman of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
Resolutions Committee, began his 
report by addressing two issues on 
which he often gets questions – the 
issue of guns in churches and the 
issue of same sex marriages and con-
cern over whether churches will be 
required to conduct them.

He continued by giving an over-
view of the legislative session and 
the issues they have dealt with in 
regard to life issues, alcohol and 
human trafficking.

Page gave messengers a glimpse 
of upcoming issues that could be 
on the ballot. These include several 
constitutional amendments that 
have been proposed to legalize same 
sex marriage, two proposed initi-
ated acts to legalize medical mari-
juana and one or two constitutional 
amendments to legalize casino gam-
bling.

“In terms of that, let me just en-
courage churches to engage in voter 
registration. That is totally nonpar-
tisan. It is totally appropriate,” Page 
said. “When churches help their 
members register to vote, they’re just 
helping them to be good citizens, to 
help make decisions in our culture.”

He encouraged messengers to 
take advantage of the resources the 
Faith and Ethics Council provides, 
such as conferences and a website.

Williams Baptist
Tom Jones, president of Williams 

Baptist College, gave Williams’ re-
port, sharing several of the college’s 
achievements from the past year, 
including receiving a full 10-year ac-
creditation from the Higher Learn-
ing Commission, their business stu-
dents bringing home eight national 
awards from the Phi Beta Lambda 
competition and the Lady Eagles 
softball team finishing fourth at the 
National Association of Intercolle-
giate Athletics national champion-
ship.

But Jones’ main focus was on the 
college’s future. 

“This past year, a 15-member 
planning committee made up of fac-
ulty, staff and students was formed 
in order to help focus the work 
of the college for the next several 
years,” he said. “The result of their 
work is the Diamond Destiny Plan, 

a strategic plan concluding 
in 2016 when the college 
will observe its diamond 
anniversary – 75 years of 
education and service.”

He said, like other parts 
of the economy, higher ed-
ucation has and will con-
tinue to face rapid change, 
and he described the Dia-
mond Destiny Plan as the 

college’s strategy for facing those 
changes “with a deliberate, mission-
al response.”

The plan will address the areas of 
academics, athletics, facilities, per-
sonnel and marketing.

“But even though a strategic plan 
is critical to the continued growth 
of Williams Baptist College, we do 
not forget that these are only sup-
portive tasks, not the primary work 
of shaping student lives,” he said. 
“We do all these things because of 
the students.”

He shared the college’s new vi-
sion statement, which he said is 
“to produce exceptional graduates 
prepared to confidently engage local 
and global cultures through a Christ-
centered worldview.’”

He invited Tieara Burks, a senior 
liberal arts major whom he said re-
flects the spirit of Williams’ vision 
statement, to share a poem with 
those in attendance. 

“Tieara’s testimony through her 
poetry and personal witness stands 
as a really good example of the cali-
ber of student supported by the Co-
operative Program at Williams,” he 
said.

Jones concluded by thanking 
Greg Addison, ABSC president 
and senior pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Cabot, for his leadership, 
council and encouragement as Wil-
liams’ chairman of the board during 
this time of planning for the future.

Ark. Baptist Assembly
Jason Wilkie, executive director 

of the Arkansas Baptist Assembly, 
opened by stating that this past 
summer was the 90th summer for 
the Arkansas Baptist Assembly, also 
known as Camp Siloam.

Wilkie said he has found that it is 
incredibly important to ask students 
what they are thinking. Wilkie said 
students are asking two questions, 
“Am I OK?” and, “Do you like me?”

Wilkie said they ask these ques-
tions because they have “orphan 
hearts” and they need to be shown 
that if they accept Christ, they are 
children of the King, God the Fa-
ther.

Wilkie said that this past summer 
the staff of the Arkansas Baptist 
Assembly produced a play, which 
they performed for their campers. 
The play was set in the 1950s and 
focused around a diner owner and 

a girl who does not realize she is the 
owner’s daughter. The play was used 
as a ministry tool with which to pres-
ent the gospel to 
campers, and out 
of the summer’s 
4,357 campers, 
424 were saved.

Wilkie said 
the Arkansas 
Baptist Assembly 
saw 56 campers 
accept a call to 
the ministry and 
888 life changing commitments, in-
cluding requests for prayer and re-
dedications.

ABCHomes
“Somebody loves me.”
David Perry, Arkansas Baptist 

Children’s Homes and Family Min-
istries (ABCHomes) executive direc-
tor, told of children’s lives being 
changed through their experiences 
at ABCHomes.

He invited a mother and son – 
Jennifer Boucher and Ryan Lewis – 
to share firsthand how the Arkansas 
Baptist Boys Ranch changed their 
lives.

Boucher said that due to Ryan’s 
behavioral issues, they decided to 
send him to the Boys Ranch in the 
summer of 2010 for a little over a 
year – and he came back a changed 
person. His relationship with his 
sister and parents had improved, he 
would hug his sister and the school 
no longer called with problems.

Lewis shared with messengers 
that the ranch helped him get along 
with people who had different per-
sonalities and helped him in his 
schoolwork.

“What the ranch did for us – I 
can’t even tell you. It’s the best thing 
we ever did. And I would recom-
mend it to anybody,” Boucher said. 
“They didn’t treat him like he was a 
bad kid. They truly loved him. It was 
just an answer to prayer.”

Perry thanked Arkansas Baptists 
for helping ABCHomes love the 
children who come into their minis-
try, and he shared stories of children 
who discovered an even greater love 
than that of a housepar-
ent – the love of Christ. 
He said more than 30 of 
the children they’ve cared 
for have accepted Christ in 
the last 12 months.

In addition to the Boys 
Ranch, the ABCHomes 
has several other minis-
tries, including the Ar-
kansas Baptist Home for 
Children, Promise House 
Maternity Home, emergency receiv-
ing homes and counseling services.

Ark. Baptist News
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 

exists to serve churches that make 
up the ABSC with timely news and 
information about churches and the 
ministries of the convention Execu-
tive Board, Tim Yarbrough, ABN 
editor/executive director, told mes-
sengers Oct. 30, during the closing 
session.

“Our slogan is ‘Telling the story 

of Arkansas Baptists since 1901,’ 
and that’s what we do still today 
through a variety of ways – in a tra-
ditional printed newspaper and with 
digital and online editions,” he said, 
adding the ABN claims Psalm 96:3 
(NLT), which says, “Publish His glo-
rious deeds among the nations. Tell 
everyone about the amazing things 
He does.”

Yarbrough compared the role of 
the ABN to the biblical account of 
the first missionaries, Paul and Barn-
abas, in Acts 14:27-28. 

“It is important to tell of the 
work of God among His people,” 
said Yarbrough. “While at Antioch, 
the Bible says, ‘They gathered the 
church together and reported all 
that God had done through them 
and how he had opened the door of 
faith to the Gentiles.’”

“The Arkansas Baptist News con-
siders it a privilege to tell your story, 
the activity of God among His 
people known as Arkansas Baptists. 
The ABN has been doing that for 
more than 110 years. We would love 
to hear from you and what God is 
doing in your church,” he said.

“We believe God can use your 
story to inspire other Arkansas Bap-
tists to do likewise!”

Yarbrough thanked Arkansas 
Baptists for their support. Forty-five 
percent of the ABN budget comes 
from the Cooperative Program, with 
the remainder of the budget made 
up from subscriptions and advertis-
ing sales. 

“That’s why it is vitally important 
for your church to support the ABN 
by subscribing through our various 
church plans,” he said.

Yarbrough reminded messengers 
of the great influence Arkansas Bap-
tists have in the state.

“I’m not sure we realize some-
times how great our influence is in 
the Natural State. For example, the 
Arkansas Baptist News is the 6th or 
7th largest subscription-based news-
paper – religious or secular – in the 
state of Arkansas. And we are the 
No. 1 religious newspaper in the 
state,” he said.

Concluding, Yarbrough invited 
ABSC Executive Director 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker and 
the ABN staff cartoonist, 
Gary Thomas, pastor of 
Legacy Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith, to the join 
him on the platform.

“The Arkansas Baptist 
News is grateful for the 
close partnership we have 
with Arkansas Baptists and 
the Arkansas Baptist State 

Convention, which makes special 
editions like the August Cooperative 
Program edition possible,” said Yar-
brough. “As I mentioned, the edi-
tion is the largest we do each year.”

Yarbrough presented Tucker 
and Arkansas Baptists the original 
framed illustration drawn by Thom-
as and used in the August 2013 Co-
operative Program edition, remark-
ing, “Thank you, Dr. Tucker, and 
thank you, Arkansas Baptists.”

Reporting by Arkansas Baptist News 
staff.

Perry

Wilkie

Jones
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Ark. churches recognized for support, giving
ROGERS – First Baptist Church, 
Sparkman, was recognized as having 
the top percentage (36.97 percent) 
and per capita giving ($1,456) given 
through the Cooperative Program.

First Baptist Church, Sparkman, 
and other top giving churches were 
recognized at the Cooperative Pro-
gram Breakfast Oct. 30 at Cross 
Church Pinnacle Hills in Rogers 
during the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Annual Meeting. First 
Baptist Church, Sparkman, is in the 
0-49 category for Sunday school at-
tendance.

Cross Church Springdale was 
first in overall giving, with $616,942 
given through the Cooperative Pro-
gram. Cross Church is one of the 
largest churches in Arkansas.

Union Baptist Church, Harri-
son, led in percentage giving among 
churches averaging 50-99 people in 
Sunday school, while Second Bap-
tist Church, West Helena, led in 
percentage giving among churches 
averaging 100-149 people in Sunday 
school. 

Other churches leading in per-
centage given were First Baptist 
Church, Des Arc, among churches 
averaging 150-299; Lonoke Baptist 
Church, Lonoke, among churches 
averaging 300-499; First Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville, among church-
es averaging 500-749, and First Bap-
tist Church, Russellville, among 
churches averaging 750 and up.

“All that God has done through-
out our state, across the nation and 

around the world during the last 
year was made possible by the faith-
fulness and sacrifice of Arkansas 
Baptist churches as they continued 
to show incredible support for the 
Cooperative Program,” said Rusty 
Hart, ABSC executive support team 
member. 

“As we look at all those who have 
come to Christ, all the churches 
planted, and all the lives that have 
been touched, it is so incredible 
that God used Arkansas Baptists to 
make such a huge difference in our 
world.”

Hart added, “‘Thank you’ seems 
so inadequate as we try to express 
gratitude for the tremendous sup-
port of Arkansas Baptists for the 
Cooperative Program. What a bless-
ing it is to serve with churches that 
are committed to sharing Christ 
with a lost and dying world, whether 
it is here in Arkansas, throughout 
North America or literally around 
the world.”

For a complete list of top church-
es in Cooperative Program giving, 
visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/
topcp13.

CP report
Hart, brought the ABSC Cooper-

ative Program report to messengers 
Oct. 29.

The Cooperative Program theme 
is Making A World of Difference. 
Hart said that each and every gift 
Arkansas Baptists make to the Co-
operative Program literally “makes 

a world of difference” and makes 
possible the missions and ministry 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
and the ABSC.

“Over 4,000 Arkansans intro-
duced to Christ, 25 new churches, 
training 300 new church planters 
and pastors, feeding over 250,000 
hungry people and caring for over 
200 orphans. All right here in Ar-
kansas,” said Hart.

Hart emphasized the “amazing” 
work that the Cooperative Program 
has made possible, yet said that 
“the job of God’s people is far from 
over.”

Hart asked the audience, “What 

about those who haven’t heard the 
good news? Who will make a differ-
ence in their worlds?”

“That’s the value of the Coopera-
tive Program. It is taking the gospel 
to those who might otherwise never 
hear the good news. … Let’s make 
a world of difference. And the best 
way to do that is by working togeth-
er, joining our hands and hearts 
through the Cooperative Program,” 
said Hart.

Hart closed by singing the song 
“Let It Start With Me” by No Other 
Name.

Reporting by Arkansas Baptist News 
staff.

Gary Hollingsworth, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, and president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Executive Board addresses attendees of the annual ABSC Cooperative 
Program breakfast Oct. 30. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

TUCKER PRAYS FOR NEW OFFICERS – Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Executive 
Director J.D. “Sonny” Tucker prays for new convention officers elected during the final session of the 
2013 annual meeting at Cross Church Pinnacle Hills in Rogers. From left: Archie Mason, president; 
Tucker; Gary Thomas, second vice president; Doug Falknor, first vice president, and Greg Addison, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot, immediate past president. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

New Arkansas pastors, ministers
ROGERS – New Arkansas pastors 
and ministers were introduced Oct. 
29 during the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Annual Meeting held at 
Cross Church 
Pinnacle Hills 
in Rogers. They 
were:

Tim Ste-
phens, pastor, 
Bar None Cow-
boy Church, 
Midway; James 
Hawkins, Fay-
etteville area 
director for the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries; Craig Seals, 
pastor, Park Hill Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia; Lance Brewer, minis-

ter of adults, First Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville; Jon Stubblefield, pas-
tor, Barcelona Road Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs Village; Ken Thornton, 

pastor, First 
Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff; 
Chris Butler, 
pastor, East 
Side Baptist 
Church, Moun-
tain Home; 
Terry Brown, 
pastor, Moro 
Baptist Church, 
Moro; David 

Moore, children’s minister, Central 
Baptist Church, Conway, and Rhett 
Baxley, youth pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Hampton.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker prays for new Arkansas ministers.

Exec. Board recommendations 
ROGERS – Gary Hollingsworth, 
president of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) Execu-
tive Board and senior pastor of Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
brought two recommendations dur-
ing the Executive Board report at 
the ABSC Annual Meeting held at 
Cross Church Pinnacle Hills.

The first recommendation was 
for the adoption of the 2014 ABSC 
Cooperative Program budget of $22 
million. 

Hollingsworth said it is a flat bud-
get with no increase over the 2013 
budget. He also reminded messen-
gers that the convention is currently 
in a five-year budget cycle that in-
cludes a two-tenths of 1 percent in-
crease in what is allocated to South-
ern Baptist causes.

The second recommendation was 
for the adoption of the ABSC team 
goals for 2014. 

Both recommendations passed 
unanimously.

For more coverage of the 
2013 Arkansas Baptist 

State Convention Annual 
Meeting visit: 

www.arkansasbaptist.org/absc13

and
Facebook / Twitter

@
ArkBaptNews
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  Lives in Ark., South Asia cross through prayer
Jenifer Martin Siemens
First Baptist Church, Centerton

Editor’s Note: The Bedia of South Asia 
and International Mission Board (IMB) 
worker Clifton Melek* are featured in 
the Week of Prayer for International 
Missions: Dec. 1-8, 2013. This story is 
by Jenifer Martin Siemens, a member 
of First Baptist Church in Centerton. 
She witnessed this unengaged, unreached 
people group prayer journey firsthand.

CENTERTON – Shanti* was the 
only believer in her village. The 
Bedia woman prayed in secret every 
day for one year.

The persecution from her friends 
and family was unbearable. Day 
after day, she cried out to God in 
a private prayer room built by her 
nonbelieving husband, Ashish.* He 
wanted to keep her safe.

“Lord, how long will I have to 
pray alone?” She cried. “Help me!”

But Shanti was not praying alone. 
First Baptist Church, Centerton, in 
northwest Arkansas had been pray-
ing for five years that there would 
be at least one believer from this un-
engaged, unreached people group 
who could be the starting point for 
a church.

Church member Robin Gill was 
among those who started praying for 
the Bedia in 2007. Gill has cerebral 
palsy, yet faithfully hosts a weekly 
prayer time in her home.
“I knew God would answer,” Gill 
said. “We just needed to be obedient 
and pray.”

Their prayers prepared the way 
for Shanti. She became bolder in 
her witness and shared with her 

HELPING WITH HOMEWORK  -  Lisa Bell of First Baptist Church, Centerton, looks over home-
work with some children in India. “I went in to see what was going on with the children. I noticed 
they had books. I sat down and started pointing, and they would say the letter or name the picture 
in English,” Bell explained.

husband about God. Ashish had al-
ready heard about this Savior from 
his brother and sister, who were also 
believers. Soon, Ashish accepted 
Christ, and Shanti’s private prayer 
room became the “meeting place” 
for Bedia believers from five differ-
ent villages.

First Baptist did not know all of 
this, but they continued praying 
blindly, believing God would pre-
vail. Then, the silence was broken 
when Pastor Stuart Bell connected 
with Southern Baptist worker Clif-
ton Melek,* who shared that he had 
five Bedia – Shanti, Ashish and Ash-
ish’s three siblings – in his disciple-
ship classes, training to be Christian 
leaders.

A mission team from the Arkan-
sas church journeyed to South Asia 
to see it firsthand and partner with 
Melek. They worshipped and cried 
with the people they connected with 
through prayer. They witnessed eight 
baptisms and went to the first Bedia 
church – all exactly five years after 
the church’s commitment to prayer.

“It was like we were living out the 
Book of Acts,” Bell said, describing 
the baptisms and joy of worshipping 
with an unreached people group.

When the team returned, videos 
and pictures documented names 
and faces of the Bedia believers for 
members of First Baptist Church, 
Centerton. The “silent years,” when 
they prayed blindly, were finally 
filled in with stories and testimonies 
of God revealing Himself.

Poster-sized photos of the Bedia 
now hang throughout the church 
as testimony to what God has done, 
what He is doing and what He will 

continue to do as other Southern 
Baptist churches simply answer the 
call to prayer for those who have 
never heard.  

To date, International Mission 
Board (IMB) personnel report that 
there have been more than 750 
Bedia baptisms, with more taking 
place each month. A centrally lo-
cated community center has been 
constructed where Bedia pastors will 
receive training.

Through the IMB’s Embrace ini-
tiative, Southern Baptist churches 
can take the gospel to one of these 
groups. To learn more about how, 
visit call2embrace.org. Southern 

Week of Prayer for International Missions

Baptists’ gifts to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Interna-
tional Missions and Cooperative 
Program fund the presence and 
missions outreach of nearly 5,000 
Southern Baptist workers interna-
tionally. 

Individuals may give to the of-
fering through their local Southern 
Baptist church or online at imb.org/
offering, where resources are provid-
ed for church leaders.

More stories about churches 
reaching out to unreached people 
groups are available at totallyhis.im-
bresources.org.

*Name changed

ANNUAL MEETING

Arkansas Baptist ministers’ wives fellowship Oct. 28
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

ROGERS – Ministers’ wives from 
across Arkansas gathered at the Min-
isters’ Wives Conference Oct. 28 
at Cross Church Pinnacle Hills in 
Rogers prior to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Annual Meeting 
Oct. 29-30.

Speakers included Kathy Lit-
ton, the North American Mission 
Board’s (NAMB) national consul-
tant for ministry to pastors’ wives. 
Litton is a pastor’s wife herself, mar-
ried to Ed Litton, pastor of First 
Baptist North Mobile in Saraland, 
Ala. She addressed the topic of in-
fluence, sharing ways to influence 
positively, as well as the topic of 
criticism, giving suggestions on how 
to respond to criticism and sharing 
how God has used criticism in her 
life. 

Litton leads Flourish, an online 
community introduced by NAMB 
for ministers’ wives at www.flourish.
me.

In addition to Litton, mother-

daughter speakers Judy Martin and 
Kelly Stamps addressed the topic of 
family life in ministry.

Martin – whose husband, Steve, 
serves as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Flippin – spoke about how 
God had a plan for her life and pre-
pared her for it from an early age, 
and what it is like to raise a family as 
a pastor’s wife.

Her adult daughter, Stamps, 
shared from a daughter’s perspective 
what it was like to grow up as a pas-
tor’s child. She shared her love for 
church and encouraged attendees 
that “preachers’ kids can turn out all 
right.” Stamps is author of the blog 
Kelly’s Korner and is involved in her 
own church, First Baptist Church, 
Bentonville. 

Women enjoyed games and door 
prizes and worship led by Mary 
Claire Maier – wife of Mark Maier, 
associate pastor of worship/music at 
First Baptist Church, Rogers – and 
her friends, Jan Kimball and Lenore 
Henderson.

Julie Beavers, whose husband, 
Stephen, is church planter/pastor 

at Delta Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, 
said the goal of the conference was 
for the women “to know how special 
they are.”

“We want them to know that God 
has done great things for them; their 
position as minister’s wife is one of 
honor,” said Beavers, who serves on 
the Ministers’ Wives Network lead-
ership team.

“Stephen and I went through a 
difficult time in our church in 2011. 
Had it not been for the women I 
met and the friends I made at the 
luncheons, I wouldn’t have made it 
through that time as well as I did. I 
was able to call on people that could 
relate to my problem. They could 
offer advice; they didn’t have to be 
‘churchy’ with me. They were ‘real’ 
with me. They loved and prayed me 
through a couple of really rough 
months. I am forever grateful for 
them.”

Beavers thanked women that 
work with her on the network’s 
leadership team. In addition to Bea-
vers, members are Michelle Conner, 
wife of Garrick Conner, discipleship 

pastor at Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock; Ann Hibbard, 
wife of Doug Hibbard, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Almyra; Vickie 
Lee, wife of Ricky Lee, senior pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Sherwood; 
Sherrill Moffett, wife of Eric Mof-
fett, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Pocahontas, and Sheila Stadler, wife 
of Ken Stadler, pastor of Fianna 
Hills Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

“They are wonderful to work with 
and share my vision and desire to 
see ministers’ wives make connec-
tions, feel special and know that 
they are loved,” Beavers said.

Ministers’ wives are welcome to 
access the group’s blog, www.armin-
wives.com, or Facebook page.

In addition to their annual con-
ference, the group also meets dur-
ing the annual State Conference on 
Evangelism and Church Growth. 

There will also be a session for 
ministers’ wives at a women’s confer-
ence to be held March 8 at Central 
Baptist Church, North Little Rock.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

Covington Commercial Furniture
72 Batesville Blvd.
Batesville, AR  72501
870-793-3885  870-793-8252 Fax
Email: Charles@BatesvilleFurniture.com
Auditorium seating, Education furniture, Office 
furniture, Factory design assistance 

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents Brotherhood Mutual 
Insurance, a national leader insuring churches in alliance 
with GuideStone. Call today or go online for property, 
liability, auto and worker’s comp quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theater/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

Advertise: 501-376-4791, ext. 5153

Clay Crosse joins FBC, Bentonville
BENTONVILLE – Clay Crosse, 
considered one of the top Chris-
tian male vocalists of the 1990s and 
winner of numerous Dove awards, 
has joined the staff of First Baptist 
Church, Bentonville, as worship 
leader.

Crosse, 46, performed Oct. 21 at 
the Northwest Baptist Association 

Annual Meeting held at Charity 
Baptist Church in Rogers.

Prior to singing “Holy is the Lord, 
God, Almighty,” Crosse told the 
crowd he is grateful to be an Arkan-
sas Baptist after “46 years as a Ten-
nessee Baptist.” A native of Mem-
phis, Tenn., he said he has been in 
Arkansas about two months.

Crosse’s first album was released 
in 1995, and “I Surrender All” was 
the most successful single on it. He 
won “Best New Artist of the Year” 
at the 25th GMA Dove Awards.

He and his wife, Renee, have 
four children and work together 
through the Holy Homes marriage 
enrichment ministry.

ABN to publish evangelist directory 
THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) will publish an evangelist 
directory in conjunction with the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) 2014 
State Con-
vention on 
E v a n g e l i s m 
and Church 
Growth set to 
take place in 
January.

The direc-
tory will in-
clude sections 
for all types of ministries, such as 
vocational evangelism ministires, 
creative and music ministries, wom-
en’s ministries, children’s and youth 

ministries and marriage enrichment 
ministries.

Ads are available in various sizes 
and will include the ministry’s 

name, con-
tact infor-
m a t i o n , 
website and 
a general 
summary of 
the ministry, 
along with a 
photo.

For more 
information 

or to schedule an ad, email abn@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 501-376-
4791, ext. 5154. The deadline for 
scheduling all ads is Nov. 30.

Crosse

Paul G. Stender, 76, of Searcy, 
died Oct. 16. He was 
a graduate of Ouachi-
ta Baptist University 
in Arkadelphia and 
New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
He served as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, 

Corning, and also served as pastor 
in Mississippi and Illinois. He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents and sis-
ter. He is survived by his wife, Clydia 
Stender; a son; two daughters, and 
two brothers. Funeral services were 

Obituaries

Sandra Swaim retired Oct. 31, 
having served about seven years as 
ministry assistant for Ashley Baptist 
Association. She also served in three 
churches in the association, includ-
ing Mt. Olive Baptist Church and 
South Main Baptist Church, both 
in Crossett, as well as First Baptist 
Church, Hamburg. Her service in 
the churches began more than 30 
years ago. 

Milestones

held Oct. 19 at Roller-Daniel Funer-
al Home in Searcy. Burial followed 
in Oak Grove Cemetery in Searcy.

Christmas Gifts &
 Programs section

Deadline: Nov. 18
501-376-4791, ext. 5153 • nelle@arkansasbaptist.org

Advertise in our

Rusty Hart (third from left), Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) executive support team mem-
ber, gave Russian Pastor Valeriy Podpovidnyy and his wife, Lena, (left) a tour of the ABSC building, 
during which they visited with Tim Yarbrough (second from right), editor of the Arkansas Baptist 
News. During their visit to the United States, Podpovidnyy preached at the 125th anniversary service 
for First Baptist Church, Stuttgart, where Sam Roberts (right) serves as senior pastor. First Baptist 
has been in partnership with the Russian couple since 2008.

Stuttgart celebrates anniversary, partnership

Fort Smith Christian Women’s Job 
Corps held its Rock & Glow 5K Run 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Sept. 
7 at Chaffee Crossing. All proceeds 
from the family event went to the 
Christian Women’s Job Corps to 
begin a Christian Men’s Job Corps.

Rock & Glow 5K
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Osceola First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search 
Committee, 2900 W. Keiser Ave., Osceola, AR 72370 
or email to fbcosc@rittermail.com.

First Baptist Church, Walnut Ridge, seeks full-
time senior pastor. Send resumes to pas-
torsearchfbcwr@gmail.com by Dec. 1, 2013.

Emmet First Baptist is seeking a bi-vocation-
al pastor. Send resume to First Baptist Church 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 186, Emmet, AR 
71835-0186.

Kern Heights Baptist Church is seeking full-
time pastor. Send resume to 822 N. 9th, De 
Queen, AR 71832, Attn: Pastor Search Committee 
or khbc@windstream.net.

First Baptist Church of Manila is seeking a full-
time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Please send resumes to caleb-
finley@hotmail.com or they may also be sent to 

Manila First Baptist Church Pastor Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1304, Manila, AR 72442.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church of Rogers is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to PGBC, Attn: Pastoral Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 517, Lowell, AR 72745 or email to pgb-
churchrogers@yahoo.com.

First Baptist Church of Strafford, Mo., is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time pastor. Previous pas-
toral experience and Southern Baptist affiliation 
required. Seminary training preferred. Please send 
resumes by Dec. 31 to Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 367, Strafford, MO 65757 or email fbcstraf-
fordsearch@gmail.com.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

Full-time senior pastor, New Hope Baptist 
Church, 10 miles south of Meridian, Miss. Send 
resumes to 6573 Highway 145, Meridian, MS 

39301, Attn: Pastor Search Committee.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church of Judsonia is seeking a 
part-time minister of music. Email resumes 
to fbcjud@gmail.com or call 501-279-6748.

First Baptist Church, Clarksville, is seeking full-
time worship minister. Lead worship team, 
develop leaders and participants, creative expres-
sions desired. Blended/contemporary. Contact: 
darrell@fbcclarksville.org.

First Baptist Church in Atkins is looking for a 
part-time or full-time student pastor. 
Please send your resume to Ferrel Duffel, 201 N. 
Church Street, Atkins, AR 72823 or email at www.
duffelbag55@gmail.com.

Bi-vocational youth: Immanuel (Fort 
Smith) needs one who envisions and dedicates to 
our potential. We have youth to start, but location 
lends to explosive growth. For adventure details, 

contact immanuelbaptistfs@gmail.com or 479-
782-1009.

Formosa Baptist in Clinton is prayerfully search-
ing for a part-time worship leader who can 
lead a blended service. Please send resumes or 
questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or Formosa 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031.

Oak Ridge Baptist Church is seeking part-
time worship leader. Send resumes to 11998 
State Highway 9E, Eufaula, OK 74432, Attn: Search 
Committee. oakridgedesk@yahoo.com. www.
oakridgesbc.com.

Miscellaneous

Travel: Hundreds of Bible land departures ca-
tering to Southern Baptists - Israel, Greece, Turkey, 
Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Britain, Jordan, Egypt, 
etc. www.pilgrimtours.com; 800-322-0788.

Advertise: 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Last call for ABN contest entries
LITTLE ROCK – Only a few days 
remain before the Nov. 18 deadline 
for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
annual Christmas card 
design contest. 

The design should de-
pict a religious Christmas 
scene and be an original 
artistic design and not a 
photograph. 

The winning design 
will be featured in an 
upcoming edition of the 
ABN and will be used as 
the official 2013 Christ-
mas card, which is mailed 
to dozens of Southern 
Baptist entities. 

All entries must be 
received by Nov. 18 and 
will be judged by the ABN staff. The 
person with the winning entry will 

receive a $100 gift certificate.
Entries must be submitted elec-

tronically and should be emailed 
to jessica@arkansas-
baptist.org. If the art is 
too large for email, it 
may be submitted via 
mail on digital media, 
such as a CD-ROM, to 
ABN Christmas Card 
Contest, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204. Mailed entries 
must be received on or 
before Nov. 18. Submis-
sions become the prop-
erty of the ABN and will 
not be returned.

Rules for the Christ-
mas card contest:

– Contest submissions accepted 
from all ages. Each entry should be 

accompanied by a brief biography 
(100-200 words) and photo of the de-
signer/artist.

– Multiple submissions are al-
lowed per individual – up to three 
entries.

– Designs should reflect a Christ-
mas theme (please no commercial-
ized themes such as Santa Claus).

– Cards can be traditional, mod-
ern or even humorous. Remember, 
we are looking for creativity. 

– Art or graphics submitted must 
be the artist’s own original work or 
creation.

– No photography accepted.
– Artists must currently be a mem-

ber of an Arkansas Baptist church 
and must be an ABN subscriber (or 
the child of a current subscriber if 
artist is under age 18) either through 
church or individual plans.

ABN gift basket winners

ROGERS – Fran Mitchell and La-
verne Wallace are the winners of 
gift baskets given away by the Ar-
kansas Baptist News at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Annual 
Meeting held Oct. 29-30 at Cross 
Church Pinnacle Hills in Rogers.

Mitchell is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Warren, and the 
wife of David Mitchell, association-
al missionary for the Bartholomew 
Baptist Association in Warren.

Wallace is a member of Unity 
Bible Baptist in Mabelvale.

Laverne Wallace (left) and Fran Mitchell 
(right) with gift baskets from the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

Dr. Ken Hubbard and his son, Dr. Robert Hubbard, recently led a dental and optometry mission team 
from First Baptist Church, Harrison, into the youth, women’s and men’s prisons in Haiti.  The mission 
team was also able to be in four village churches near Leogane, Haiti, which was the epicenter of 
the 2010 earthquake. The dental and optometry team treated more than 600 patients at all locations 
and led 51 Haitians to professions of faith.

Dental team leads 50-plus to faith
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This week in John 11:1-57, we 
look at life, death and resurrection. 
Jesus shares in the middle of the pas-
sage, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. The one who believes in Me, 
even if he dies, will live.” 

It is a fact that all of us will have 
to experience the death 
of a loved one some-
time in our lives. Mary 
and Martha experi-
enced loss in the death 
of Lazarus. This family 
represented Jesus’ clos-
est earthly friends. They 
trusted and believed in 
Him as the Messiah. 
We see some very natu-
ral reactions come out, 
as Jesus joined their 
family. 

“Lord, if You had 
been here, my brother wouldn’t have 
died,” Martha said. Mary echoed the 
same sentiment. It is natural in the 
death of a loved one to place blame 
on someone or something else. It 
also is difficult to accept the loss of 
a loved one. When we experience 
loss, grief sets in, for some almost 
immediately. Some individuals will 
not eat; some get angry; some busy 
themselves with cleaning or work, 

while others sit and cry. All of these 
can be normal reactions to death.

Jesus had his own reaction; He 
was moved deeply within Himself. 
The outward expression is the short-
est verse in the Bible: “Jesus wept” 
(John 11:35). He showed His own 

personal loss, even 
though He knew what 
was about to happen. 

Jesus then did the 
unthinkable. He asked 
for the stone to be re-
moved. Removing the 
stone, Martha was a 
realist, saying he would 
smell because it had 
been four days. Jesus 
prayed and then said, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out 
alive. Now there is a real 

paradox, for the Pharisees – a man 
who died is now alive! There is living 
proof of Jesus’ power.

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. The one who believes 
in Me, even if he dies, will live” 
(John 11:25). Lazarus was the walk-
ing proof of the resurrection and the 
life. Jesus was also referring to living 
for eternity.

Have we prepared for eternity?

Giving thanks to God is one of 
the requirements to entering into 
His church to worship. How can we 
truly worship God without thanks-
giving in our hearts and minds? We 
have been blessed in many ways, and 
we have so much to be thankful for.

We are thankful – 
that we can shout to 
our God (Psalm 100:1). 
Psalm 100 says, “Shout 
for joy to the Lord.” 
Shouting to Him is 
seeking Him in prayer. 
We’re not just shout-
ing – we’re shouting 
to our Savior. What 
are we shouting about? 
It doesn’t matter. We 
should just be shout-
ing. Be thankful that 
we have the privilege to 
shout out to our God 
about anything in our lives. 

We are thankful – that we can 
serve our God (Psalm 100:2). Some 
translations use the word “serve” 
in the first line in this verse. We 
are to serve, and we are to serve in 
and with thanksgiving. One of the 
proofs that a person has truly asked 
Jesus Christ into their lives is that 
they are serving Jesus Christ. We are 

called to serve God and serve some-
one other than ourselves. 

We are thankful – that we are 
the Lord’s (Psalm 100:3). We are 
not alive by accident. We were cre-
ated by the Creator, the Maker of 
heaven and earth. We acknowledge 

that He is ours, and 
God acknowledges that 
we are His. 

We are thankful – 
that we go to church 
(Psalm 100:4). May we, 
as God’s people, never 
forget that one of the 
greatest testimonies we 
have is going to church 
each Lord’s Day. While 
neighbors are involved 
in daily activities, they 
see us get our Bibles and 
our families into the car 
and head to church. 

May we never neglect that calling of 
thankfully attending church.

We are thankful – that God is 
for all people (Psalm 100:5). This 
verse tells us that “His faithfulness 
endures through all generations.” 
Anyone who will come to Christ in 
faith and under the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit can be saved. And 
that I will always be thankful for.

Eric S. Hodge
pastor

Mt. Olive Baptist 
Crossett

Note the two contrasts found in 
Chapter 12: Mary honors Jesus by 
anointing His feet, a beautiful act 
of humility and devotion. How-
ever, Judas objects to her actions, 
betraying a wicked 
and treacherous heart. 
This speaks to us. Our 
hearts are filled with 
humility and devo-
tion, or they are self-
centered.

The chief priests, 
remembering how the 
people responded to 
the raising of Lazarus 
(John 11:47-48), con-
sult and plan to kill 
both Jesus and Laza-
rus. But the people 
come to the festival 
at Jerusalem and give Jesus a royal 
welcome. They shout the words of 
Psalms 118:25, acknowledging Jesus 
as King of Israel. 

The Greeks then honor Him by 
seeking Him (John 12:20-23). Jesus 
said, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified” (John 
12:23). Jesus gave them the prin-
ciple that out of death comes life. 
He applies this principle to Himself 
and assures us that if we apply this 

principle to our lives, our heavenly 
Father will honor us. 

The willingness to deny ourselves, 
as Jesus denied Himself, is the only 
way of serving Him.

John 12:27 reveals an 
intimate moment be-
tween the Son and the 
Father. 

The Son’s humanity 
is seen as He is tempted 
to ask the Father to save 
Him from that awful 
hour when He would be 
made sin for us (2 Cor. 
5:21). 

But Jesus, knowing 
that this was why He 
came into the world, ex-
presses His submission 
to do the Father’s will 

by asking the Father to glorify His 
name. Jesus proclaims Himself as 
the Light of the World and warns us 
of the dangers of rejecting Him. His 
words, He says, are the words of the 
Father who sent Him.

Chapter 12 is a challenge to all 
of us too. 

As 1 Peter 5:6, says, “Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under the 
mighty hand of God so that at the 
proper time he may exalt you.”

Recently, I replaced my wireless 
router. After I synchronized it with 
all my digital devices, I figured out it 
wasn’t compatible with my wireless 
printer. I had to purchase another 
one. But then I could not get the 
printer to work. Then 
it dawned on me. The 
information from the 
old wireless router was 
still in the printer’s 
memory. I needed to 
give it the appropriate 
information so it could 
be synchronized with 
my system. Problem 
solved.

We all have prob-
lems. Some of our 
problems will be hard-
er to solve than others. 
Hopefully, we will have solutions to 
the majority of our problems. There 
are some problems in mathematics 
and philosophy that may take several 
lifetimes to solve. However, our les-
son today presents a problem that 
man will never solve – “sin.”

The Apostle Paul explains this 
in Romans 3:9-11 (HCSB), which 
says, “Both Jews and Gentiles are 
all under sin, as it is written: There 
is no one righteous, not even one. 

There is no one who understands; 
there is no one who seeks God.” 

Paul is saying that all people 
are sinners and are not right with 
God. Everyone stands spiritually 
before God sinful (Rom. 3:23) and 

condemned by his own 
merit and self-righteous-
ness (Rom. 6:23). There 
is absolutely nothing 
man can do in his own 
efforts to change this.

Imagine a man build-
ing a very tall ladder.

You ask him, “What 
are you building?” 

He answers, “A ladder 
to the moon!” 

You laugh because 
you know this is human-
ly impossible. But this is 

what many people are attempting 
to do spiritually. They are building 
a ladder to God with rungs made 
of philosophies, theologies, ideolo-
gies, rituals, creeds and works. No 
amount of human effort can change 
man’s sin problem. 

The solution to our sin problem 
is a gift that only God can give. Paul 
says, “The gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23, NKJV).

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist
Conway

Bill Brown
interim pastor

West Side First Baptist
Greers Ferry

Thank You, Lord
PSALM 100:1-5

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Dealing with death?
JOHN 11:1-57

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Live selflessly 
JOHN 12:1-50

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

A problem you can’t solve!
ROMANS 1:16-17; 2:5-11; 3:9-12

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
DECEMBER 1, 2013

Joseph E. Burt
associational missionary

Red River Baptist Association
Arkadelphia
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SBC’s Clayton urges increased CP stewardship
ROGERS – Ashley Clayton, associ-
ate vice president for stewardship for 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Executive Committee, en-
couraged messengers attending the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
Annual Meeting to consider increas-
ing their giving to the Cooperative 
Program by sharing a story about 
Jimmy Scroggins, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, West Palm Beach, Fla.

Clayton shared that Scroggins 
told him the SBC would have to 

compete for his missions dollars 
because he wanted every dollar his 
church gave toward missions and 
ministry to count.

Clayton quoted Scroggins: “Ash-
ley, here is what I have discovered. 
At the end of the day, you may find 
someone who can plant churches 
better than Southern Baptists. You 
might find an international mission-
ary somewhere in the world better 
than Southern Baptists. You might 
find theological seminaries that can 

train people better than Southern 
Baptists. You may find revitaliza-
tion efforts somewhere better than 
Southern Baptists’. … But at the end 
of the day, nobody does theological 
education, international missions, 
church planting in North America 
and Canada, revitalization, colle-
giate ministry or disaster relief better 
than Southern Baptists.”

Clayton challenged pastors and 
churches to take part in the 1 per-
cent challenge to raise their Coop-

erative Program giving by 1 percent. 
Clayton said 3,200 churches took 
the challenge last year, and for the 
first time in 16 years, the Coopera-
tive Program did not decline.

“Let me just give you a sobering 
thought. If our 45,000 churches were 
to return to the level of support for 
Southern Baptist missions ministries 
that we had 11 years ago, we would 
have received almost $500 million 
more this past year. We are praying 
for a resurgence,” said Clayton.
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ABSC Annual Meeting
Julio Arriola (below center), global worship pastor 
at Cross Church, leads worship during the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Annual Meeting held 
at Cross Church Pinnacle Hills in Rogers. Women (bot-
tom left) chat during the Ministers' Wives Conference. 
An Arkansas disaster relief volunteer (bottom center) 
serves a fellow Arkansas Baptist lunch during the di-
saster relief lunch. Francisco Gomez (bottom right), 
member of the ABSC missions ministries team, sings 
at the Hispanic Baptist Fellowship.
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