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Apologetics ed critical to reaching culture

‘Engage’ draws
Baptists to LR

Scott Quimby of First Baptist Church, Stuttgart, leads worship during the opening 
session of the 163rd annual meeting of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

 Celebrate the 75th anniversary
of Williams Baptist College! 

Place a congratulatory ad in our Nov. 17 edition!
For more information email ads@arkansasbaptist.org  

or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

See GIFT page 2

LITTLE ROCK – Focusing 
on Engage as its theme, that’s 
exactly what messengers and 
guests did who attended the 
163rd annual meeting of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) held Oct. 
25-26 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Little Rock. 

During the two-day meeting 
Arkansas Baptists worshipped 
together, prayed together, con-
ducted business, approved 
resolutions and heard inspir-
ing messages from a number 
of speakers.

ABSC leaders reported 545 
registered messengers from 
various churches across the 
state. Since ABSC does not 
record guest attendance, the 
actual number of attendees 
was much higher. Messengers 
attending the 2015 annual 
meeting in Hot Springs num-
bered 615. 

Comparatively, messengers 
at the 2014 meeting in Tex-
arkana numbered 515, while 
the 2013 meeting in Rogers at-
tracted 591 messengers. 

Sam Roberts, pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Stuttgart, was 
re-elected president of the 
convention after serving the 
unexpired term of Gary Hol-
lingsworth, who was elected 
executive director of the South 
Carolina Baptist Convention 
shortly following his election 
as president. 

Other officers elected were 
John McCallum, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, first vice president, 
and Craig Collier, pastor of 
Mount Pisgah Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, second vice presi-
dent.

Messengers approved a total 
of eight resolutions, including 
resolutions addressing human 
trafficking, gender dysphoria, 
medical marijuana, religious 
liberty and racial reconcilia-
tion. (See pages 10-11 for de-
tails.)

ABSC Executive Board 
teams and ministries and Ar-
kansas Baptists shared various 
reports during the meeting, 
including testimonies about 

See ENGAGE page 11

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

SILOAM SPRINGS – When 
Charles and Genevieve Bon-
ner heard about the hundreds 
of young lives transformed 
spiritually each year at Camp 
Siloam, they decided to make 
a “transformative gift” of $1 
million to help the Arkansas 
Baptist camp build a desper-
ately needed new dining hall.

The current 93-year-old din-
ing hall had to be replaced, 
according to a structural en-
gineer, health inspector and 
fire marshal, but the price tag 
of doing so was estimated to 
be in the millions, said Jason 
Wilkie, Camp Siloam execu-
tive director. 

Camp Siloam leaders 
sensed a vision from God to 
build the new dining hall, 
set a goal of $3.4 million and 
launched the Feed My Sheep 
campaign, even as Wilkie’s 
campaign coach was telling 
him that the camp would need 
a “transformative gift from 
outside the camp’s network of 
people” to meet the lofty goal.

“You don’t have what it 
takes to make this happen,” 
Wilkie was told.

“The need was big enough 
that we needed God to work,” 
said Wilkie, who called on 
his friends, colleagues, board 
members and anyone who 
would listen to begin pray-
ing. For 20 months the year-
round staff of Camp Siloam 
prayed, “asking the Lord to 
touch the heart of someone 
who was not in their base  

Siloam 
receives
$1M gift  

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

MENA – The origins of life, 
the earth and spirituality are 
some of the most studied and 
discussed topics within reli-
gious and scientific circles. For 
Christians, Scripture provides 
a framework for understand-
ing creation and the world 
around us. However, when 
called upon to give a defense 

of their faith, many self-pro-
fessed followers of Christ are 
unable to do so in any mean-
ingful fashion.

And that is a major prob-
lem, said Steve Ellison, associa-
tional missionary for Ouachita 
Baptist Association in Mena.

“I believe the church is los-
ing whole generations because 
we have failed to challenge 
the proclamation of scientific 
theory as established fact,” El-

lison said. “These issues are 
not insignificant side issues. 
Rather, they call into question 
the truth and authority of the 
Bible.”

Ellison, and his wife, Malea, 
were first introduced to Cre-
ation Apologetics Teachers’ 
College (CATC) by Mike Rid-
dle, president and education 
specialist of Christian Training 
Initiative (CTI), in September 
2015 when Riddle taught a 

one-day apologetics seminar  
in Ouachita Baptist Associa-
tion. 

To better prepare themselves 
to teach Christians how to de-
fend their faith, the Ellisons re-
cently attended a CATC event 
at Ridgecrest, a LifeWay con-
ference center in Black Moun-
tain, N.C. The training was in-
tended to give participants the  

See APOLOGETICS page 3
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American history museum  
to examine U.S. religion 

WASHINGTON – The 
role of religion in the for-
mation and development 
of the United States is at 
the heart of a new multi-
year initiative launching at 
the Smithsonian’s Nation-
al Museum of American 
History Nov. 5. 

Beginning with a pro-
gram series on sacred 
music in American life, 
the comprehensive reli-
gion initiative will be led 
by Peter Manseau who 
has been named the mu-
seum’s Lilly Endowment 
Curator of American Re-
ligious History. It will in-
clude collecting, research-
ing, documenting and ex-
hibiting materials as well 
as presenting programs re-
flective of the country’s di-
verse religious traditions.  

A $5 million grant 
from Lilly Endowment 
Inc. provides for a perma-
nent curator of religion in 
the museum’s Home and 
Community Life division 
and a five-year multifacet-
ed program consisting of 
scholarship, future exhibi-
tion planning and perfor-
mances exploring religious 
faith through music and 
theater. 

A gift from the mu-
seum’s board chairman, 
former Ambassador to 
Romania Nicholas Taub-
man, funded the creation 
of the Nicholas F. and Eu-
genia Taubman Gallery 
where “Religion in Early 
America” will open June 
28 as the inaugural exhibi-
tion. This temporary one-
year exhibition will be the 
museum’s first to illustrate 
the influence of religion 
in early American history, 
from the Colonial period 
until the 1840s.

“Religion has had an 
indelible impact on our 
nation’s history since our 
earliest days and is fun-
damental to our under-
standing of American life 
today,” said John Gray, 
the museum’s director.

of donors,” he said. 
After those 20 months, “I 

hate to say it, but I was having 
my doubts as to whether we 
had misunderstood God’s vi-
sion for the camp,” said Wilk-
ie, who had even begun having 
discussions about reducing the 
campaign’s scope.

What Wilkie didn’t know 
at the time was that “God had 
been at work in the lives of 
Charles and Genevieve Bon-
ner . . . long before the need 
of the camp was even known,” 
he said.

“The Bonners are genuine-
ly sweet and kind people who 
have lived a life of sacrifice,” 
said Bobby Thomas, president 
and CEO of the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation (ABF). 
The Bonners, married for 
more than 50 years, had long 
been faithful church mem-
bers at First Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff, where they raised 
their three children, and are 
now members of Woodland 
Heights Baptist Church, Con-
way.

“Charles went to work every 
day for more than 40 years,” 
in a successful banking career, 
said Thomas. 

“Having worked in a bank, 
I believed very much in saving 
money and watching it grow,” 
said Bonner.

His career in banking and 
involvement as a Southern 
Baptist layman led him to 
cross paths with David Moore, 
former president and CEO 
of the ABF, and Bonner was 

asked to serve on the ABF 
board of trustees. 

“The help we’ve gotten 
from the Foundation for our 
accounts has been so good,” 
said Bonner. “David was so in-
strumental for Genevieve and 
me.”

As Moore retired and 
Thomas accepted the ABF 
leadership role, the Founda-
tion began “evaluating its phi-
losophy as a ministry,” said 
Thomas.

“We were talking about 
storing up treasures in heaven, 
not here on earth, and using 
resources for kingdom min-
istry. I was able to encourage 
Charles and Genevieve to 
consider making gifts during 
their lifetime so they could ex-
perience the joy and generosity 
of giving and be an example 
to their adult children,” said 
Thomas, who also challenged 
the couple to read the book, 
“The Choice.”

Even as the ABF’s philoso-
phy evaluation was occurring, 
Thomas invited Arkansas Bap-
tist agency leaders to speak to 
trustees, describing their min-
istries and needs. 

The first person to speak to 
ABF trustees was Wilkie, who 
described not only the impact 
of Camp Siloam on young lives 
but also the pressing need for a 
new dining hall. Soon, Wilkie 
answered a request from the 
Bonners to tour the camp.

“We give lots of tours of the 
camp,” said Wilkie. “I love tell-
ing the stories of what God is 
doing here. I had no idea how 
God had been working in the 
lives of the Bonner family.”

“I know the importance of 
a camp and how God can use 

counselors to share the Lord,” 
said Bonner. “Jason laid out 
the vision for the camp. We 
heard the history and his en-
thusiasm of what could be 
done, even in difficult times. 
But it (the need for a new din-
ing hall) was life or death for 
the ministry of the camp.” 

On October 1, after tour-
ing the camp with their adult 
children, the Bonners told 
Wilkie they wanted to give $1 
million to the Feed My Sheep 
campaign.

“The Bonners chose to 
honor God with all they had 
in the fullness of His provi-
sion with assets they had been 
careful to steward over their 
lifetime,” said Thomas. “Many 
people aren’t willing to make 
that step. People accumulate 
wealth and say, ‘It’s mine.’ The 
Bonners took that final step of 
obedience.”

Mike Seabaugh, pastor of 
Central Baptist Church, Mag-

nolia, serves on the Camp 
Siloam board, and his wife 
serves on the ABF board. 
When he heard of the $1 mil-
lion gift coming through the 
ABF to build a new dining hall 
at the camp, he said that he 
was “overwhelmed,” and cried 
“tears of joy … relief … passion 
… and longing.”

Today the Feed My 
Sheep campaign has raised 
$2,063,175 toward its $3.4 mil-
lion goal.

“We would not be where we 
are without the generosity of 
more than 600 Arkansas Bap-
tists giving to this campaign 
and the support of our church-
es. There is no doubt that God 
is at work at Camp Siloam. I 
hope the Bonner family’s gift 
will inspire others to use the 
Foundation to bless the minis-
try of Arkansas Baptists and its 
agencies,” said Wilkie.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
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Christmas card contest deadline Nov. 9
LITTLE ROCK – Here’s your 
chance to get your own Christ-
mas card … sort of.

It’s countdown time to 
enter the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) fifth annual Christmas 
card design contest. 

“Already, we have received 
some great entries, but inter-
esting enough, no photos have 
been submitted for cards after 
we opened it up to photogra-
phy this year,” said Tim Yar-
brough, ABN editor/executive 
director.

“We are excited to invite 
Arkansas Baptist News subscrib-
ers to submit their artwork 
and photographs for consid-
eration,” he added. “We look 
forward to receiving each 

entry and the creativity each 
represents – whether it is in 
the form of original artwork 
or a photograph related to the 
Christmas holiday.” 

The winning design will 
be selected by ABN staff as 
the best depiction  a religious 
Christmas scene that illus-
trates one of the most impor-
tant Christian holidays.

Submissions must be an 
original artistic design or an 
original photograph, with the 
winning design published 
in an upcoming edition of 
the ABN and will be used as 
the newspaper’s official 2016 
Christmas card, which is 
mailed to Southern Baptist 
entities and colleagues. 

All entries must be received 
by Nov. 9 and will be judged 
by the ABN staff. The person 
with the winning entry will re-
ceive a $100 gift certificate in 
addition to having their card 
printed. Extra cards are pro-
vided to the winner as well. 

Entries must be emailed in 
high-quality format to abn@
arkansasbaptist.org. Art or 
photographs too large to be 
emailed may be submitted via 
mail on digital media to ABN 
Christmas Card Contest, 10 
Remington Drive, Little Rock, 
AR 72204. Submissions be-
come the property of the ABN 
and will not be returned. 

Contest submissions will be 
accepted from all ages. Each 

entry should be accompanied 
by a brief biography (100-200 
words) and photo of the de-
signer/artist or photographer. 

Art or photographs submit-
ted must be the artist’s own 
original work or creation and 
become the property of the 
ABN for reproduction and dis-
tribution. 

Contestants must currently 
be a member of an Arkansas 
Baptist church and must be an 
ABN subscriber (or the child 
of a current subscriber if the 
contestant is under age 18) ei-
ther through church or indi-
vidual plans. 

For all rules, visit arkan-
sasbaptist.org/christmas-card-
contest. 

Jason Wilkie (left), Camp Siloam executive director, and Bobby Thomas (right), 
president of the Arkansas Baptist Foundation, recognize Genevieve and Charles 
Bonner for their $1 million gift to Camp Siloam in support of the Feed My Sheep 
campaign to build a new state-of-the-art dining facility.
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New Orleans to open  
Rogers preaching center
NEW ORLEANS (BP) 
– New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
(NOBTS) trustees have ap-
proved the establishment 
of an Adrian Rogers Cen-
ter for Expository Preach-
ing.

Additional initiatives 
also were approved during 
the trustees’ fall meeting 
to enhance the training of 
local church 
pastors and 
other church 
leaders – a 
C h r i s t i a n 
l e a d e r s h i p 
major in the 
doctor of 
ph i lo sophy 
program and several en-
hancements to the semi-
nary’s master of divinity 
program.

“Dr. Adrian Rogers is 
one of the most signifi-
cant alumni in the history 
of NOBTS – well-known 
for a lifetime of excellent 
expository preaching,” 
President Chuck Kelley 
said following the trustee 
meeting.

“This center will en-
hance our ability to train 
students and prepare them 
to open God’s Word and 
teach through great ex-
pository preaching over  
the years of their minis-
try.”

Rogers, who died in 
2005 after 33 years as 
pastor of Bellevue Bap-
tist Church in Cordova, 
Tenn., earned the bach-
elor of divinity (equiva-
lent to today’s master of  
divinity) at NOBTS in 
1958. The Memphis-area 
pastor and three-time SBC 
president, launched his 
radio and television minis-
try “Love Worth Finding” 
in 1987. Through Love 
Worth Finding, millions 
of people were impacted 
through Rogers’ preach-
ing.

The center is set to 
open in January 2017. 
Visit nobts.edu/rogerscen-
ter for more information.

tools necessary to train others 
to conduct similar apologetics 
seminars.

While the course the El-
lisons participated in focused 
primarily on issues pertain-
ing to creation, Ellison said, 
“There was also much about 
moral relativism, the emergent 
church, the sanctity of life, bib-
lical marriage, etc.”

Ellison said that he believes 
the content he learned in par-
ticipating in the CATC course 
is “of extreme and urgent im-
portance,” and he is currently 
available to teach the course to 
other Arkansans. 

“I would like to begin teach-

ing this material as soon as 
possible. I would be willing to 
go anywhere we could get 10 
or 15 students together,” said 
Ellison. “Anyone who wants 
to learn is my target audience. 
Those who teach in any capac-
ity are strongly encouraged to 
attend.”

Conducted over multiple 
sessions, the apologetics semi-
nar the Ellisons teach is split 
into 21 chapters and extensive-
ly addresses issues regarding 
“biblical creation” and “basic 
apologetics.”

The course outlines 15 
major objectives consisting of 
teachings on major concepts 
within Christian theology and 
how to overcome objections to 
the Christian worldview from 
non-believers and those hostile 
to the faith.

“Challenging these theo-
ries is becoming increasingly 
dangerous. Scientists are os-
tracized and lose government 
funding for research projects. 
Teachers lose their jobs. There-
fore, the ‘party line’ is toed, 
and no alternatives are pre-
sented. Dissent is simply not 
allowed,” said Ellison. 

“Our church members, and 
especially our young people, 
are being bombarded with rep-
etitious falsehood. The impli-
cations for the gospel of Jesus 
Christ are incredible,” he said.

If you are interested in hav-
ing an apologetics seminar at 
your church or organization, 
contact Ellison at pastor-
steve8800@gmail.com or 479-
394-3534.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
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Smith, who led Brotherhood, dies at 95
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP) – 
James H. Smith, former execu-
tive secretary of the Illinois 
Baptist State Association and 
later the fifth Southern Bap-
tist Brotherhood Commission 
president, died Oct. 21 in 
Memphis. He was 95.

Known for his vivacious 
disposition and preaching, 
Smith spent nearly 50 years in 
Southern Baptist leadership. 
At the time of his retirement 
in 1991 from the Brotherhood 
Commission where he served 
12 years, the agency accounted 
for more than 530,000 men 
and boys involved in missions.

“He was acknowledged by 
his staff as a leader who placed 
the role of the local church 
in the prominent position of 
providing manpower to reach 
the world for Christ, and he 
saw himself as a pastoral leader 
to his staff,” said Jack Childs 
of Memphis, former Brother-
hood Commission vice presi-
dent of support services, who 
served the agency 36 years.

Born in Somerville, Ala., 
May 26, 1921, Smith pro-
fessed faith in Christ at age 
18. Soon, his mother ordered 
a family Bible from Sears, one 
that Smith described as having 
pictures and a concordance. 
It wasn't long until he was 
“preaching” to livestock on 
their farm.

Upon high school gradu-
ation, Smith went to Moody 
Bible Institute (MBI) in Chi-
cago at age 18 with $54. He 
didn't meet the school's en-
trance requirements due to his 
age, lack of funds and having 

made a profession of faith in 
Christ less than a year before 
arriving. So he audited classes 
there and worked as a janitor 
until MBI accepted him as a 
full-time student.

In 1943, the Navy drafted 
Smith for ship duty in 
the South Pacific. He 
led Sunday services in 
the absence of an of-
ficial chaplain. Smith 
credited the Navy with 
helping him to discover 
his leadership skills.

Smith continued 
his education after the 
war and earned a doc-
tor of theology degree in New 
Testament Greek from Central 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Kansas City, Kan., in 1955. 
He served in pastorates for 20 
years in Westville, Okla.; Paris, 
Ark.; Shawnee, Okla.; Kansas 
City, Mo.; and Ferguson, Mo.

Preaching and other public 
speaking engagements were 
the cornerstone of his minis-
try and kept him on the road 
and in the air. During his first 
five years as the Illinois Baptist 
executive secretary, he spoke 
more than 880 times. To ful-
fill those commitments, Smith 
earned a private pilot's license 
and began flying a single-en-
gine aircraft to engagements. 
He once described his world-
wide preaching opportunities 
as “a sacred trust.”

“He never lost his zeal for 
preaching,” Childs said of 
Smith, who was only the sec-
ond ordained minister to lead 
the Brotherhood Commission.

Smith went to the Brother-

hood Commission following 
the tragic death of former pres-
ident Glendon McCullough 
who died in an automobile 
accident. Among Smith's first 
objectives was to clarify the 
agency's purpose.

“The single most 
significant contribu-
tion that I have made 
to the Brotherhood 
Commission was clari-
fying our statement of 
purpose and keeping 
us on it,” Smith said 
in 1991.

That statement was 
“helping churches 

involve men and boys in mis-
sions.” By staying focused on 
that purpose statement, Smith 
kept the agency away from di-
visive social and political issues 
and centered on missions.

During his tenure at the 
Brotherhood Commission, 
the missions education agency 
advanced its assignment from 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention with the following 
achievements:

– In 1987, Smith led the 
Brotherhood Commission to 
overhaul its programs, anoth-
er result of the mission state-
ment, with more emphasis on 
age-group curriculum.

– The Brotherhood Com-
mission pioneered coed mis-
sions first with church renew-
al, a ministry assignment it 
shared with the former Home 
Mission Board.

– Coed missions continued 
to grow through the National 
Fellowship of Baptist Men, 
which became a part of the 

Brotherhood Commission's 
adult division. The forma-
tion of fellowships to recruit 
volunteers based on vocations 
and avocations attracted many 
women, particularly in the ed-
ucation fellowship.

– In 1990, the Brotherhood 
Commission piloted World 
Changers, a coed missions 
education and mission action 
ministry for Southern Baptist 
youth. World Changers grew 
from 137 participants in one 
East Tennessee project to mo-
bilizing more than 20,000 
participants annually in cities 
and communities across North 
America and internationally.

– The Brotherhood Com-
mission became the coordinat-
ing agency for Southern Bap-
tist Disaster Relief and hired 
the first national disaster relief 
director. Among the major 
disasters SBDR responded to 
included Hurricane Hugo in 
1989, leading to a major opera-
tion in South Carolina and to 
one of its first long-term recov-
ery projects in St. Croix.

In 1980, Smith envisioned 
1 million Southern Baptist 
men participating in missions 
by 2000. The goal aligned with 
the SBC's long-term Bold Mis-
sion Thrust objective to reach 
the entire world with the gos-
pel by 2000.

Before the SBC dissolved 
its relationship with the Bap-
tist World Alliance in 2004, 
the Brotherhood Commis-
sion was active in that orga-
nization's men's department. 
Meeting in Amman, Jordan, in 
1987, Smith challenged BWA 
to send 100,000 Bibles to Rus-
sia, which was still a closed 
country at the time. Southern 
Baptists led in the successful 
worldwide effort.

Smith maintained a youth-
ful-type energy even after retire-
ment as he pastored churches 
in Memphis, focusing mostly 
on church revitalization.

The Brotherhood Com-
mission eventually merged 
with the Home Mission Board 
and the Radio and Televi-
sion Commission to become 
the North American Mission 
Board in June 1997.

Smith's wife Nona Lee 
Lockwood preceded him in 
death, as did one son, David. 
His surviving children include 
John, Joy and Mark.

Funeral services were held 
Oct. 24 at Leawood Baptist 
Church in Memphis.

Smith

Rogers
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“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)
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Volume 115, Number 22
USPS08021

Member of the Association 
of State Baptist Publications
Arkansas Press Association

Evangelical Press Association

Telling the story of
Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Tim Yarbrough, editor/exec. director
Jeanie Weber, administrative assistant

Caleb Yarbrough, associate editor
Margaret Colson, writer/copy editor

Barbara Vick, circulation coordinator
Advertising: ads@arkansasbaptist.org 

Phone 501-376-4791, ext. 5161  

Toll-free 800-838-2272, ext. 5161 
Arkansas Baptist News (ISSN 1040-6056) is 

published bi-weekly except the last issue of 
the year (25 issues) by the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine, Inc., 10 Remington Drive, 

Little Rock, AR 72204. 
SUBSCRIPTION rates are $7.75 per 

year (Every Resident Family Plan), $8.75 per 
year (Group Plan), $15 per year (Individual). 
Arkansas Baptist News, 10 Remington Drive, 
Little Rock, AR 72204.; phone 501-376-4791; 

toll-free 800-838-2272; email: abn@arkansas-
baptist.org. Periodical Postage paid at Little 
Rock, AR. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 
Send Letters to the Editor to tim@arkansas-
baptist.org or to our mailing address. Letters 
must be typed, doublespaced and 300 words 
or less (fewer words the better). Letters must be 
signed and marked “for publication” and may 
be edited to fit space requirements. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington Drive, Little 

Rock, AR 72204. BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS: Lyndon Finney, Little Rock, presi-
dent; Bob Beach, vice president; secretary; 
James Bryant, Harrison; Jennifer Bryant, 
New Edinburg; Stephanie Copes, Crossett; 
Danny Allen, Rison; Jennifer Booth, Little 
Rock; Carey Trickey, Judsonia; Troy Sharp, 
Desha; Doug Hibbard, East End; Mike 
Sheets, Texarkana; Mike Vinson, Corning; 
Juel Zeiser, Hot Springs Village; Tommy 
Jacobs, Lexa.

Even today, as she reports 
on the activities of Arkansas 
Baptists, she is the leading 
religious voice in the state 
– second to none – in addi-
tion to being one of the most 
widely circulated newspapers 

of any kind in 
Arkansas.

However, 
to remain a 
strong, inde-
pendent voice 
for Baptists, 

she has had to change with 
the times.

While clothed in the glory 
of miles of newsprint requir-
ing barrels of ink since her 
birth, today you can find her 
in your inbox or on your iPad 
just as easily as in your mail-
box.

She is literally everywhere: 
She’s a popular Facebook 
friend providing updates to 
thousands daily; she has a 

Editor’s Note: Following is 
the text of the Arkansas Baptist 
News presentation to the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
Oct. 26. 

Here she is. Your state 
Baptist newspaper.

Her name 
may have 
changed over 
time, but for 
115 years she 
has served Ar-
kansas Baptists 
faithfully, surviving two world 
wars, the Great Depression, 
social and cultural upheaval 
– all the while documenting 
the rise and influence of the 
Southern Baptist denomina-
tion across our state, nation 
and world.

In many ways, she is a mir-
ror into the soul of our de-
nomination – its triumphs, its 
strengths, its weaknesses and 
its failures.

Twitter account where she 
posts breaking news and fea-
tures regularly, and, of course 
she is always online any time 
of day at arkansasbaptist.org 
with something interesting to 
read.

Yes, in 2016 – 115 years 
after messengers like you gave 
her life at an annual meeting 
like this in Paragould — she 
stands strong for the South-
ern Baptist faith, faithfully 
telling our story and how in-
dividually and collectively we 
are striving to reach the world 
for our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.

She is patient as she helps 
us understand and make 
sense of the times in which 
we live and points us to the 
hope and a future found only 
in Jesus Christ.

Her original charge from 
1901 is as true today as ever 
as a testament to her faithful-

ness and commitment: “For 
Christ, The Churches and 
Cooperation.”

Today, perhaps more than 
ever, she stands strong as our 

Baptist voice, proclaiming to 
our state, nation and world 
that Jesus Christ is Lord!

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

See HERE SHE IS page 6

Key ballot measures to be aware of Nov. 8
A rkansas voters will find 

seven ballot measures 
on November’s general elec-
tion ballot. All except Issue 
7, which is an initiated act, 
are proposed 
constitutional 
amendments.

Following is 
a list of the bal-
lot measures 
along with a 
brief descrip-
tion of what each will do if 
approved by the state’s voters. 
Three of the issues which 
will appear on the ballot have 
been disallowed by the Arkan-
sas Supreme Court:

Issue 1 – An amendment 
concerning the terms, elec-
tion and eligibility of elected 

officials.  If adopted by the 
state’s voters, this amendment 
would allow four-year terms 
for certain elected county of-
ficials and make some other 

minor changes 
to election 
laws.

Issue 2 
– An amend-
ment to allow 
the governor 
to retain pow-

ers and duties when absent 
from the state. 

Issue 3 – An amendment 
concerning job creation, job 
expansion and economic 
development. If approved, 
this amendment primarily 
will expand the ability for the 
state and local governments 

to issue bonds and use desig-
nated tax revenue to enable 
economic development proj-
ects that will employ a large 
number of Arkansans.

Issue 4 – On October 13, 
the Arkansas Supreme Court 
struck down Issue 4, which 
would have limited attorney 
contingency fees and non-
economic damages in medical 
lawsuits. Since ballots have 
already been printed, it will 
appear on the ballot. The 
Court will order the secretary 
of state not to count or record 
the votes. Issue 4 is null and 
void.

Issue 5 – On October 13, 
the state Supreme Court 
struck down Issue 5, which 
would have established three 

casinos to operate in Boone, 
Washington and Miller 
Counties. Since ballots have 
already been printed, it will 
appear on the ballot. The 
Court will order the secretary 
of state not to count or record 
the votes. Issue 5 is null and 
void.

Issue 6 – An amendment 
to legalize so-called “medical 
marijuana.” Among other 
things, this amendment will 
permit both smoked and in-
gested marijuana. It will not 
require a doctor’s prescrip-
tion – only a doctor’s note 
– and pharmacies will not 
dispense the pot. The list of 
medical conditions is lengthy 
and includes chronic pain, 
which cannot be verified. 

Anyone who wants to smoke 
marijuana needs only to claim 
chronic pain, and permission 
will be granted. That fact 
has led many to say that this 
amendment essentially ap-
proves recreational – not just 
medical – marijuana. The gov-
ernor and the state’s surgeon 
general, along with numerous 
other medical professionals 
in the state and the Arkansas 
Pharmacists Association, have 
made strong stands in opposi-
tion to this measure and Issue 
7.

Issue 7 – The Arkansas 
Supreme Court struck down 
Issue 7, which would have 
legalized medical marijuana 

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

See BALLOT page 6
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For the sake of obedience
O ver the past couple of years, God has been shap-

ing my understanding of rest. He has convicted, 
molded, shaped and directed, helping me to see that what 
I thought was rest didn’t really fit the bill. He showed me 
that I had, in all honesty, forgotten how to rest. In the 
most recent step of obedience, He has shifted my views of 
Sabbath rest and shown my whole family how we needed 
to adjust our lives to be more faithful in that area. 

For the first few weeks of the shift, things went well. 
I felt energized and refreshed, and it 
seemed that my weeks were flowing more 
smoothly. But, as I sit down to write 
today, I’m realizing that this week was 
very, very different. 

This week, every single day left at least 
one to-do incomplete. As I come to the 
end of the week, the “things-I-have-to-get-done-before-Mon-
day” list is much longer than the hours I have remaining. I 
honestly have no idea how I will fit everything in. In fact, 
I’m certain that I won’t, and that means I’ll start Monday 
behind. I’ll have to figure out how to plow forward while 
still catching up on the things that will not be left undone. 

I’ll start the week tired instead of refreshed. 
I confess, I’m tempted to ask what good a Sabbath is if 

walking away from work means that I’m that much further 
behind as I start the new week. How does it really help? 
But, before I can even really formulate the question, the 

answer comes to my mind. It’s not about the rest. It’s 
about the obedience. 

Obedience does not always mean everything will work 
out beautifully. In fact, many times the opposite seems to 
be true. I think of missionaries whose lives have been cut 
short because they stepped out in obedience. I think of 
families who faithfully tithe, yet still find themselves in the 
middle of financial strain and trouble. I think of men and 
women who obey God’s direction in ministry, only to be 

crushed under the weight of the decision. 
The results of obedience aren’t always nega-

tive. There will be weeks when my obedience 
to choose a day of rest will mean that God 
multiplies my time. But, I cannot choose to 
obey because I expect those results, and I can-
not give up when I get the opposite results. 

Ultimately, I must remember that the Lord calls for my 
obedience and then commands that I trust Him with the 
results, whether they seem marvelous and affirming or 
discouraging and overwhelming. I must remember that 
obedience means a right relationship with the Lord, not 
desirable results. 

So today, I choose obedience, and I surrender the to-do 
list and the results to my faithful Savior. He’s got it cov-
ered, and I can trust Him fully.

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 
End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

N ephilim” is only found 
three times in the entire 

Old Testament. While it is dif-
ficult to explain this rare biblical 
term, it is best to examine it in 
the order that it is found.

The Nephilim (from the He-
brew naphal, “to fall”) are first 
mentioned in the Flood account 
(Gen. 6:4), immediately after the 
relationship between the “sons of 
God” and “daughters of men.” 
Some conclude that the Nephilim 
were the “fallen” offspring from 
this relationship, but they may 
have already been in existence.

The verse also notes that they 
were “heroes of old” and “men 
of renown” (literally, “men of the 
name”). The narrator, then, de-
scribed these famed individuals as 
great, larger-than-life men.  While 
their origin is unsure, unless they 
were on the Ark, their demise is 
certain.

Nephilim is used twice more in 
Numbers 13. When the Israelite 
spies returned from Canaan, they 
not only shared its bounty, but 
they also described its inhabit-
ants. The Israelites portrayed the 
Anakites as the Nephilim, and 
they compared themselves to 
grasshoppers (Num. 13:33).

It’s hard to explain how the 
Nephilim were the Anakites’ natu-
ral ancestors, if they had drowned 
in the Flood. Perhaps the term 
Nephilim describes a group of leg-
endary, terrifying warriors, rather 
than a race of people. It’s no 
small wonder, then, why the Isra-
elites were fearful of the Anakites. 
Whether by stature or fame, there 
was enough fear to prevent the Is-
raelites from taking the land.

The Nephilim, then, were an 
ancient, profound group of awe-
inspiring men who lived before 
the Flood. When the Israelites de-
scribed the Anakites as Nephilim, 
they compared them to the same 
type of ominous warrior as in 
Genesis 6. As terrifying as they 
were, they were no match for the 
power of God, when Caleb seized 
their land 45 years later (Josh. 
14:12).

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Who were
the Nephilim? 

Public relations reps in churches
M ost, if not all, colleges and universities in America 

have a team of public relations representatives who 
are charged with finding prospective students, connect-
ing with them, recruiting them and walking with them 
through the maze of application, financial aid, academic 
affairs and moving onto campus. These people play a vital, 
but perhaps not the most powerful, part 
in student recruitment.

Those same colleges and universities 
have another very powerful public rela-
tions force: current students.  

A prospective student can visit the 
campus, get a guided tour, sit in on a 
class, eat in the dining hall and meet with a faculty mem-
ber … and still be undecided about how he or she feels 
about the university. Most often, 
a prospective student needs to 
be assured that he or she will 
relationally connect with other 
students. This happens through 
conversations with current 
students – whether planned or 
spontaneous. Sometimes those 
conversations are productive and 
helpful; at other times, they are 
harmful. For this reason, most 
universities have a selected group 
of well-trained students with 
whom they plan structured social 
interaction with prospective stu-
dents. 

The church could take a les-
son.

Every church needs to have a 
system for gathering the names 
of prospects, connecting with 
them, following up with them 
and walking with them through 
the membership process. But, 
there should also be a second-
ary process to foster healthy, 
meaningful interaction between 

members and prospects. Prospects need opportunities to 
socially interact with church members, hear what those 
members love about their church and be assured that they 
will be able to develop meaningful relationships.  

This is most easily accomplished through Sunday school 
or small groups. But, more and more prospects or guests 

are reluctant to visit a Sunday school class or 
small group without a personal invitation. The 
most productive invitations are those offered in 
person.  

While there are a few church members who 
will always take initiative to seek out guests, 
connect with prospects and have meaningful 

conversations with them, most will never do so. It is not 
that these people don’t care; they are just busy doing what 

they do. Therefore, an intentional 
plan must be developed to connect 
with people and personally invite 
them to a small group. Then once 
they attend a small group or Sunday 
school class, there must be a plan 
to engage them in conversation and 
draw them into the group. While in 
that class, they should also receive an 
invitation to a class social, lunch or 
dinner.  

This process does not automatically 
happen. There must be intentional 
planning, recruitment of those who 
will serve as “connectors” and good 
connector training. For some, this 
might sound fabricated or not real. 
Remember that much of the Apostle 
Paul’s writings to the church were 
instructions on how to behave, relate, 
connect, love, train and disciple. Paul 
dealt with imperfect churches made 
up of sinful people – people like us. 

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and 
mission strategist and serves as associ-
ate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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A s a professor of Chris-
tian missions and di-

rector of the Carl Goodson 
Honors Program at Ouachi-
ta Baptist University, I live 
in many worlds. Let me tell 
you about my favorite: the 
world of honors students 
– because I 
get to watch 
their dreams 
come true.

In our re-
search-based 
program, 
students 
begin in honors by select-
ing honors sections of two 
core courses. They next par-
ticipate in two innovative 
interdisciplinary seminars 
such as Chemistry and 
Art, The Politics of Food 
or From Sight to Sound: 
Adaptations from Fairy Tale 
to Opera. By their junior 
year, the students initiate 
research for their senior 
thesis, going beyond cata-
logue offerings and working 
shoulder-to-shoulder with a 
professor. 

In such a world, flexibil-
ity counts. Honors uniquely 
combines students’ mul-
tiple interests and talents 

Baptist 
Foundation
Bobby Thomas

Ouachita 
Baptist
Barbara Pemberton

while they earn academic 
credit. One student combined 
his major in biology with his 
love of art for his thesis in 
medical illustration. Other 
students have used the thesis 
as an opportunity to create 
that novel they had dreamed 

of writing. To 
conduct the-
sis research, 
students com-
pete for travel 
grants, taking 
them as far 
away as South 

Africa to study the AIDS 
crisis or Italy to study opera, 
or as near as South Carolina 
to research ceramic glazes or 
New York for theatre work-
shops. 

Although I serve as the 
honors director, select stu-
dents serve each other as peer 
leaders in Alpha Tau, the 
social component of the pro-
gram, providing opportunities 
to make friends across aca-
demic disciplines. Together, 
they sponsor a Black and 
White Reception to honor 
seniors and new members, a 
fall retreat, a freshman field 
trip, a spring social, student 
colloquia and the annual 

campus-wide Scholars Day. 
Student perks include an 
honors lounge, early move-
in and their favorite – prior-
ity pre-registration. Alpha 
Tau’s crest sums up the 
students’ values of academic 
excellence, undergraduate 
research and a scholarly 
community.

The Goodson Honors 
Program is named in tribute 
to Carl Goodson, the pro-
gram’s founding director 
who served at Ouachita as 
a professor of religion and 
vice president for academic 
affairs until his retirement 
in 1982.

With guidelines from the 
National Collegiate Honors 
Council, wisdom from an 
enthusiastic faculty council, 
leadership by dedicated stu-
dent officers and the hard 
work of Ouachita faculty 
and staff, the Carl Goodson 
Honors Program has flour-
ished, now celebrating more 
than 300 talented honors 
students. 

Barbara Pemberton serves 
as professor of Christian mis-
sions and director of the Carl 
Goodson Honors Program at 
Ouachita Baptist University.

OBU equips honors students

Giving Through MustardSeed
T he Foundation is al-

ways looking for ways 
to partner and allow Arkan-
sas Baptists to participate 
in funding 
the kingdom 
through the 
ministries 
they love. 
With that 
in mind, we are excited to 
announce the MustardSeed 
web application made avail-
able through the Baptist 
Foundation of Oklahoma. 

Through this app, each 
time you make a purchase 
with your credit or debit 
card, the purchase amount 
is rounded up to the near-
est dollar. Those few extra 
cents are then donated to 
the church or ministry of 
your choice. By rounding 
up your purchases through 
MustardSeed, you can do-
nate your change to further 
the kingdom and the minis-
tries you love.

The app is called Mus-

tardSeed because it’s about 
small actions that add up to 
big changes. A few cents here 
and there may not seem like 

much, but 
when your 
gifts join 
thousands of 
others, you 
become part 

of something bigger – making 
a collective impact that moves 
mountains for God’s glory. 
Changing the world may 
seem like a job reserved for vi-
sionaries and trailblazers. But 
the biggest change happens 
when regular people share a 
passionate vision. As Jesus 
told His disciples, with faith 
the size of a mustard seed, 
nothing is impossible. “If you 
have faith as small as a mus-
tard seed, you can say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here 
to there,’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for 
you” (Matt. 17:20, NIV).

Using MustardSeed is ef-
fortless. Simply link your 

credit or debit cards to your 
MustardSeed account and 
live life. Buy groceries, get 
gas and eat out with friends. 
There’s no need to sign in 
or swipe your phone each 
time you make a purchase. 
Your change is automatical-
ly rounded-up and sent to 
the church or ministry you 
choose. If finances are tight, 
you can pause round-ups at 
any time and resume when 
you’re ready. 

Scripture commands us 
to serve God with our time, 
talents and material pos-
sessions.  MustardSeed is 
another avenue, in addition 
to our tithe, to be obedient 
stewards who regularly, sys-
tematically, proportionately 
and liberally use God’s pro-
vision to spread the gospel. 

For more information 
please visit mustardseedapp.
org.

Bobby Thomas is president 
of the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation.

continued from page 4

BALLOT

continued from page 4
HERE SHE IS

and also would have allowed 
patients to grow their own 
marijuana if they live more 
than 20 miles from a dis-
pensary. Since ballots have 
already been printed, it will 
appear on the ballot. The 
Court will order the secretary 

of state not to count or record 
the votes. Issue 7 is null and 
void.

For more information 
about these ballot measures 
visit arfaith.org or contact 
Larry Page, executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council, at llp@ar-
faith.org or 501-837-1688.

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

But – as has been true since 
her birth – she needs your 
help.

She requires nurturing, sup-
port and encouragement.

– Subscribe and share rel-
evant articles from her print 
and digital editions.

– “Like” and “Share” her 
on Facebook.

– “Retweet” and “Like” her 
on Twitter.

Your encouragement and 
involvement in her life mean 
her influence to expand 
Christ’s kingdom in our di-
verse culture will grow and 

grow with each passing day.
As her current guardians, 

the staff and board of direc-
tors would like to thank you 
for your support and encour-
agement during this stage of 
her life.

Finally, we ask that you not 
only support the ministry of 
our “Grand Lady” – which 
we all know as the Arkansas 
Baptist News — but pray for us 
as we strive to keep her influ-
ence strong, her light bright 
and her witness strong.

May it be so until that day 
when the Lord takes us all 
home. Amen!

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

June 23, 1904, edition of The Baptist Advance, now the Arkansas Baptist News.
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Arkansas.
Speaking from 1 Sam. 7, 

Floyd told those in attendance 
that there are two key points 
in the passage: 1) Samuel com-

mands that the people 
repent and worship 
God only, and 2) the 
people of Israel re-
pented and worshiped 
God only.

“Now, wouldn’t 
it be nice if that hap-
pened in your church? 
You tell the people 
to do something and 

they do it,” said Floyd. “This 
happened with Samuel in Isra-
el. … a perfect spiritual scenar-
io. A prophet of God told the 
people of God what to do, and 
the people of God respond to 
the voice of God.”

Floyd described the “Eb-
enezer” from 1 Sam. 7 as a 
stone in which the Israelites 
could always look upon as a 
reminder of the faithfulness 
of God “when He rescued the  
people of God from the Phi-
listines.”

Floyd said that pastors 
should never stray too far from 
two things: 1) John 3:16 and 
2) “a firm belief in the faithful-
ness of God.”

Floyd said that when we for-
get the faithfulness of God, we 
invite worry, discouragement 
and hardness of heart into our 
life.

“You will never pastor peo-
ple well with a hardness of 
heart,” said Floyd. “Raising up 
the Ebenezer in your life has a 
softening effect.”

In closing, Floyd shared 
three “personal Ebenezers” 
from his life: anxiety, adoption 
and Cross Church.

“To now the Lord has 
helped us and He won’t stop 
now,” said Floyd.

Speakers to attendees: ‘Engage Arkansas with gospel’
LITTLE ROCK – The theme 
of the 2016 Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
Annual Meeting was Engage. 
Messengers to the 163rd meet-
ing Oct. 25-26 heard four mes-
sages calling them to lead their 
churches to engage their com-
munity, state, country and the 
ends of the earth with the gos-
pel. Below is a summary of the 
messages.

Sam Roberts
Sam Roberts, pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Stuttgart, told 
annual meeting messengers 
and guests that his prayer and 
his heart’s greatest desire as 
president of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
had been based on Isaiah 64:1, 
asking God to rend the heav-
ens and come down to make 
His presence known to His 
people. 

“Arkansas Baptists, there 
are no shortcuts to revival,” 
he said. “Revival never starts 
out there; revival starts in here 
(in our hearts),” said Roberts, 
who called on believers to seek 
the presence of God.  

“Church, we are powerless 
apart from the power and pres-
ence of God,” said Roberts 
who noted that he expects to 
see an incredible movement of 
God in Arkansas, in our na-
tion and in our world.

Still, he cautioned, “When 
the wind of the Spirit moves, 
there is only one response – 
surrender. There’s no guaran-
tee the wind will blow again.”

Roberts called on attendees 
to “fan the flame” and 
“not extinguish the 
fire” of spiritual move-
ment among students 
today.

“Pastors, the most 
important way to lead 
the church is if we in-
dividually seek God. 
Let’s not settle for less 
than what God desires 
to give,” he concluded.

Chuck Kelley, Jr.
Pointing out the scriptural 

text describing the Great Com-
mission located at the center 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock’s sanctuary, Chuck 
Kelley, Jr., president of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary in New Orleans, La., 
told annual meeting attendees 
that the Great Commission 
has always been the “focal 
point” of the Southern Baptist 

Convention and the churches 
that make it up.

Reading from Matthew 28, 
Kelley said, “In giving that 
Great Commission, Jesus 
made it very clear that the 
imperative command He has 
for His Church is to make dis-
ciples from all the nations of 
the earth.”

Kelley said that the standard 
to measure our progress in tak-
ing the gospel to the ends of 
the earth is found within the 
Great Commission. He said 
the standard that Matthew 28 
gives for measuring the fulfill-
ment of the Great Commis-
sion is the creation of disciples 
who are baptized, who have 
been taught to follow God’s 
commands and who go out 
and are used by God to devel-
op new disciples.

“I want to give you the sat-
ellite view,” said Kelley. “It 
shows you what’s coming. I am 
not going to talk to you about 
your church. I am going to talk 
about all of our churches, the 
whole Southern Baptist Con-
vention.”

Kelley displayed a chart 
highlighting the nearly con-
stant increase in Southern 
Baptist churches from 1881 to 
today and the sharp decline 
in baptisms around the year 
2000.

“About the year 2000, 
something happened. Those 
lines crossed. The number of 
churches kept going steadily 
upward, and the number of 
baptisms kept going steadily 
downward,” said Kelley. “We 

are in year 16 of the 
steepest decline in 
baptisms in the his-
tory of the Southern 
Baptist Convention 
– yes, more and more 
churches but also 
fewer and fewer people 
coming to Christ and 
being baptized in our 
churches. That gap is 

absolutely stunning and amaz-
ing.”

Kelley shared some of his 
conclusions regarding the re-
sults of the chart: 1) “Lostness 
in North America is having 
a bigger impact on Southern 
Baptists than Southern Bap-
tists are having on lostness,” 2) 
“Southern Baptists are becom-
ing a shrinking presence with 
a diminishing voice in our na-
tion,” 3) “Southern Baptists 
are closer to losing the South 
than we are to reaching North 

America,” 4) “To have enough 
dollars to take the gospel to 
the ends of the earth, SBC 
churches have to make disci-
ples of the lost in their com-
munities,” and 5) “The life-
and-death question for our fu-
ture is a very simple question. 
… ‘What can we do to improve 
the Great Commission health 
of our churches?’”

Kelley suggested “a way for-
ward” for the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, saying South-
ern Baptists must “own this 
problem; live distinctly in the 
culture; provide and promote 
strategies, resources and train-
ing for evangelism, and seek 
spiritual awakening.”

The only question that “re-
mains on the table,” he said, 
is, “To what wall will we take 
our grandchildren one day to 
weep and remember who we 
once were and what we once 
did?” referencing the Jews who 
pray at the temple mount in 
Jerusalem. “It’s not too late 
Southern Baptists, but mid-
night is coming.”

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
“They have to know that 

you love them. They have to 
know that you care,” J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, executive di-
rector of the ABSC, told pas-
tors and messengers during his 
message Tuesday, Oct. 25.

Tucker, preaching from 
Matthew 9, said Arkansas Bap-
tists must show compassion 
today just like Jesus demon-
strated when He looked at the 
crowds, noticing their spiritual 
condition and afflictions.

While some in the church 
complain about someone 
getting their pew, or the 
temperature of the 
church not being just 
right, or the music in 
the church not being 
good or students in 
the church not being 
dressed appropriately, 
or those dealing with 
same-sex attractions, 
Jesus “moved with love 
and compassion,” said 
Tucker.

“Arkansas Baptists, do you 
see the crowd?” he asked. 
“There are people a rock’s 
throw from our churches deal-
ing with all of these things and 
distractions … but Jesus still 
saw the crowds.”

Tucker quoted Matthew 
23:37 in making his point: “Je-
rusalem, Jerusalem, you who 

kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how often 
I have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were 
not willing.”

“I look at the Bible,” 
he told the crowd. 
“Jesus never turned 
anyone away. Arkan-
sas Baptists, let’s see 
the crowd, and let’s be 
moved with compas-
sion.

“The harvest is plen-
tiful,” Tucker said. “We have 
the money. We have the pro-
grams. We have comfortable 
seats.

“We have to touch folks 
through compassion,” he said, 
“(because) Jesus is merciful. 
Jesus will save.”

In closing, Tucker told pas-
tors to look to reach those who 
aren’t necessarily already in 
their pews.

“You are called to your 
church, but you are also called 
to your community,” he told 

the audience,  urg-
ing them to reach out 
beyond their church 
walls.

“Do people have 
to die and go to hell 
because we’re not 
comfortable?” Tucker 
asked.

“Wise leaders work 
through challenges,” 

Tucker concluded. “(Then) 
when revival comes, it is a God 
thing. It is what is supposed to 
happen (in your church)!”

Nick Floyd
“It’s easy to believe in God 

when we are not in need of 
anything supernatural,” said 
Nick Floyd, teaching pastor 
of Cross Church in northwest 

Kelley

Floyd

Tucker

Sam Roberts, pastor of First Baptist Church, Stuttgart, and president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, gives the president’s message Oct. 25.
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ABSC agency reports highlight God’s work in Ark.
Ouachita Baptist University

Ben Sells, president of 
Ouachita Baptist University 
(OBU), reported that OBU 
has invested in the lives of Ar-
kansas Baptist students for the 
past 130 years. 

Annual meeting attend-
ees heard reports from four 
OBU panelists: Terry Carter, 
faculty; Lydia Rogers, staff; 

Emily Long, 
student, and 
Clay Cun-
n i n g h a m , 
a l u m n u s . 
Carter re-
ported that 
OBU’s mis-
sion is to 
train South-

ern Baptist ministers and lay-
people. Rogers reported that 
95 percent of OBU students 
live on campus, and her role 
is to help students acclimate 
themselves to life on campus. 
Long, a senior at OBU, stated 
that her studies and relation-
ships on the Arkadelphia cam-
pus have helped her “learn just 
what God has called me to 
do.” Cunningham, from the 
OBU class of 1999, said that 
he is “confident in what God 
is doing through the world of 
higher education” at OBU.

Arkansas Baptist Foundation
Bobby Thomas, president 

of the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation (ABF), reported that 
the ABF had taken several 
proactive steps during the past 
year to eliminate isolation 
and duplication, including re-
structuring of staff and provid-
ing free investment oversight 
for agencies and institutions 
as well as free consulting for 
churches regarding capital 
campaigns. Also, the ABF sold 
its building and moved, allow-
ing it to make unprecedented 
gifts of $447,530 to Arkansas 
Baptist Cooperative Program 
ministries from proceeds and 
savings.

Thomas recognized Charles 
Bonner, who served for sev-
eral years on the ABF board, 
and his wife Genevieve, who 
have given $1 million to Camp 
Siloam as a part of the Feed 
My Sheep campaign to build a 
new dining hall at the Arkan-
sas Baptist camp. (See article, 
“Siloam receives $1M gift,”  
p. 1.)

Thomas also announced 
that Arkansas Baptists are 
now partnering with the Bap-

tist Foundation of Oklahoma 
(BFOK) in MustardSeed, an 
app that allows participants 
to have their credit and debit 
card charges to be rounded up 
to the next dollar and given to 
the ministry of their choice. 
(See article, “Giving Through 
MustardSeed,” p. 6.)

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie, executive di-

rector, Camp Siloam, report-
ed that 352 people had made 
professions of faith so far this 
year through their experiences 
at Camp Siloam. He called on 
two Arkansas Baptists to share 
their personal experiences at 
the camp. 

Camp Siloam “is a place 
where the gospel is preached,” 
said Mike Seabaugh, pastor, 
Central Baptist Church, Mag-
nolia, emphasizing that the 
camp gives us “eternal, consis-
tent results for the kingdom of 
God.” 

Camp staffer Natalie 
Ramsey, a member of Barcelo-
na Road Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs Village, described how 
her early life had been bur-
dened with challenges, includ-
ing sexual abuse, a car accident 
that left her brother paralyzed 
from the neck down and her 
parents’ divorce. 

“I didn’t understand why 
God was allowing these things 
to happen,” she said.

Attending OBU 2012-16, 
she landed a summer job 
serving as a staffer at Camp 
Siloam. There, she met other 
campers who had experienced 
similar situations, and she was 
able to share the hope she has 
found in Jesus Christ. 

Ark. Faith and Ethics Council
“Winston Churchill said … 

‘Democracy is the worst form 
of government except for all 
the others,’ and I think he 
was probably right,” said Larry 
Page, executive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

In an attempt to help Ar-
kansas Baptists make educat-
ed decisions from a Christian 
worldview, Page explained the 
seven ballot issues that come 
before Arkansas voters Nov. 8. 
(See article, “Key ballot mea-
sures to be aware of Nov. 8,” 
p. 4.)

Page showed a video in 
which Arkansas’s Surgeon 
General, Greg Bledsoe, argues 
that marijuana is not medi-

cine, is not healthy and will 
lead to fully-legal recreational 
marijuana as it has in other 
states.

“If I am in pain I could 
smoke an opium cigarette and 
I will not be in pain for several 
hours. But that doesn’t make 
it medicine. What we did with 
opium is we took that opium 
and we made morphine and 
hydrocodone and oxycodone. 
That is what we need to do 
with marijuana,” said Page. 

“I have debated this all over 
the state. Did you know that 
there is no legitimate medi-
cal organization that endorses 
smoked and eaten marijuana 
as medicine? Wouldn’t you 
think that if it was good medi-
cine the FDA or the American 
Cancer Society or the Ameri-
can Medical Association 
would endorse it? No one has 
because it is not medicine,” he 
said.

“We have a dual citizenship 
as believers. We have a citizen-
ship here and a citizenship in 
heaven. And there are some 
important responsibilities in 
both realms,” said Page. “And 
one of those responsibilities 
in this realm is to be … an in-
formed voter.”

ABCHomes
“This is my 22nd report to 

this body, but this is the first 
time that I have not brought 
guests with me so I feel kind 
of like Kevin in the Christmas 
movie ‘Home Alone,’” said 
David Perry, executive director 
of Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes). 

“The kids will be back next 
year so count on that. How-
ever, for today, I felt led to 
use this time to share more in-
depth about the ministry and 
about some of the challenges 
we are facing,” said Perry.

Perry described the multiple 
ministries that make up AB-
CHomes and how the organi-
zation attempts to use them to 
advance the kingdom of God.

Of those ministries, Perry 
cited the Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children in Monti-
cello, which serves 87 children 
per year, the Arkansas Baptist 
Boys Ranch near Harrison, 
which serves 41 boys per year, 
and emergency receiving shel-
ters in Judsonia, Paragould 
and West Fork (The Tommy 
Jones Memorial Home), which 
serve 138 children per year.

Perry shared a definition 
of “Family Care” as Christian 
ministry that assists single-par-
ent mothers and their children 
through residential group care, 
mentoring, financial plan-
ning, teaching, counseling 
and referral to valuable com-
munity resources. The focus 
is on long-term quality-of-life 
improvements, not on tempo-
rary solutions. He highlighted 
ABCHomes’ two family-care 
facilities in Jonesboro and 
Little Rock, and a third being 

developed in 
northwest Ar-
kansas, which 
serve a total 
of 31 single 
mothers and 
60 children 
per year.

Perry also 
highl ighted 

ABCHomes’ counseling and 
foster-care ministries. 

ABCHomes’ seven counsel-
ing locations across the state 
have provided 8,406 counsel-
ing sessions, including 1,500 
with ABSC ministers or their 
families, within the past five 
years, according to Perry. Con-
nected, ABCHomes’ foster-
care ministry, has been mak-
ing a dent in providing care 
to the more than 5,000 foster 
children in Arkansas.

Perry listed some things that 
ABCHomes needs in order to 
maintain and grow its existing 
ministries, including new do-
nors and funding to renovate 
existing facilities and to build 
new ones, foster-care partners 
and prayer for all the organiza-
tion’s ministries.

Williams Baptist College
Attendees at the annual 

meeting helped Williams 
Baptist College (WBC) cel-
ebrate its 75th anniversary as 
Tom Jones, WBC president, 
reviewed a 
short history 
of the college, 
which was 
first known 
as Southern 
Baptist Col-
lege. In 1949 
the ABSC 
began finan-
cially supporting the college, 
assuming full ownership of 
the school in 1968. In 1991 
the name of the school was 
changed to honor its founder, 
H.E. Williams.

Jones discussed contempo-

rary WBC highlights, includ-
ing its national college rank-
ings, growing academic and 
athletic programs, construc-
tion of a new residence hall 
and the largest single financial 
gift in its history. The school 
is receiving approximately $3 
million for capital and pro-
gram needs from the estate of 
alumnus Cliff Toney.

The WBC president closed 
his report by affirming the 
common purpose of WBC, 
Ouachita Baptist University 
and the 35-plus Baptist Col-
legiate Ministries in Arkansas. 
“Our primary work … is our 
mission as a Convention to 
fulfill the Great Commission 
by impacting this next genera-
tion with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ,” he said.

Two WBC alumni, one cur-
rent student and one parent of 
a current WBC student shared 
with attendees how meaning-
ful the school had been in 
their academic and spiritual 
development. ABSC execu-
tive staff presented Jones with 
a plaque in recognition of the 
WBC 75th anniversary and 
invited attendees to an anni-
versary reception.

Baptist Memorial Healthcare
Jason Little, president and 

CEO of Baptist Memorial 
Healthcare, Memphis, shared 
with attendees that although 
the institution has grown since 
its start in 1912, its three-fold 
mission – healing, preach-
ing and teaching – has not 
changed. In healing, Baptist 
Memorial Healthcare has re-
cently opened a new children’s 
hospital. In preaching, the in-
stitution shares the gospel as it 
provides care to a large home-
less population through a mo-
bile van, reaching about 3,500 
people annually. In teaching, 
the institution trains health-
care professionals through the 
Baptist College of Health Sci-
ences, which includes a new 
residency program in down-
town Memphis.

Over the past two-and-a-
half years, Baptist Memorial 
Healthcare, Memphis, opened 
a new $400 million facility in 
Jonesboro with 130 physicians. 
early 2018. Nine of the 27 peo-
ple on the institutions board 
of directors are from Arkansas.

Arkansas Baptist News
See the Arkansas Baptist 

News report on page 4.
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PC speakers call pastors to lead churches to ‘Engage’ 
lost people, 2) God cares when 
you care, 3) God cares where 
you care and 4) God cares why 
I care.

Ending with a poem based 
on one from the book “World 
Missions: Total War” by L.E. 
Maxwell, Elliff said, “He (God) 
is after your heart. It’s His, and 
He cares.”

Willie Jacobs
Preaching from 2 Corinthi-

ans 5, Willie Jacobs, member 
of the ABSC 
church plant-
ing team, ex-
plained the 
r e c o n c i l i a -
tion allowed 
to believ -
ers through 
Christ and 
urged each 
minister in 
attendance to 
“commit and engage” in the 
“ministry of reconciliation” in 
their community and within 
their churches.

“If we are going to talk 
about revival and we are going 
to talk about God doing some-
thing great in Arkansas, there 
has to not only be a heart trans-
plant but there has got to be a 
reorganization of our thinking 
process. We cannot be caught 
up in ourselves; we have to go 
where God wants us to go and 
do what God wants us to do,” 
said Jacobs. “We don’t need to 
rectify what God has already 
rectified. … What we need to 
do is join God in what He is 
doing and trust Him by faith 
even when we are in Nineveh.”

Referencing the TV sitcom 
“The Addams Family,” Jacobs 
said, “We all come from the 
Adam’s family. We all came 
from the Adam’s family, and 
there wasn’t nothing funny 
about it. We are all born in sin 
and shaped in inequity. We 
were apart from God. So if we 
were all born in the Adam’s 
family and it was God that 
worked in our lives in order to 
bring us into His kingdom, we 
ought not make excuses about 
what God wants us to do.”

“As brother George Higgins 
used to say, ‘It doesn’t mat-
ter how high you jump when 
you’re at church. It’s how you 
walk when you land outside,’” 
said Jacobs. “I know that it’s 
challenging for many pastors 
who have congregations who 
are not there yet, who still 
struggle with what it means to 

LITTLE ROCK – Pastors and 
church staff from across Ar-
kansas were inspired and con-
victed during the 2016 Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Pastors’ Conference 
Oct. 24 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Little Rock. Begin-
ning with a time of directed 
prayer, attendees heard mes-
sages addressing the confer-
ence theme Engage.

Newly elected officers for 
the 2017 ABSC Pastor’s Con-
ference are Greg Sykes, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, president; Wyman 
Richardson, pastor of Central 
Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, vice president, and 
James Guthrie, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Sparkman, 
secretary-treasurer.

Tom Elliff
Tom Elliff, former president 

of the International Mission 
Board, spoke on the book of 
Jonah, highlighting what he 
called “the larger theme” of 
the book – God’s sacrificial 
love for lost people – and the 
sub-theme of the book – God’s 
concern for how believers care 
for lost people – by giving a 
summary title to each of Jo-
nah’s 4 chapters.

“If you can actually measure 
on a scale of lostness … the 
most lost people on the face of 
the earth in those days would 
have been the Ninevites. 
When you think of Nineveh, 

think ISIS,” 
said Elliff. 
“Even ISIS 
has not, as 
best we can 
tell, come up 
with a more 
deviant way 
and perverse 
way of inflict-
ing pain and 

suffering on people, not more 
than the Ninevites.”

“Nineveh was a big city … 
the largest city on the earth at 
that time. It was the capital of 
the Assyrian Empire,” said El-
liff. “Nineveh is Mosul, Iraq. 
… Do you remember what 
was the first thing that ISIS 
did when it came into Mosul? 
They went directly to the tra-
ditional tomb of Jonah and 
destroyed it.”

Elliff expressed the major 
and minor themes of Jonah 
by titling each chapter with a 
summary of its key point: 1) 
God cares whether you care for 

really engage the culture. And 
I’m not just talking about color 
culture. I’m talking about the 
culture in which you live day 
in and day out.”

“We can’t deal with racial is-
sues until we deal with spiritu-
al reconciliation,” said Jacobs. 
“When we are reconciled to 
Christ, it will change our way 
of thinking about what God 
said.”

“It’s not a black church; it’s 
not a white church; it’s not a 
Chinese church … it is God’s 
Church, and the gospel is good 
for everybody,” said Jacobs. 

“The last time I checked 
when I cut myself, I bleed red, 
and when you cut yourself, you 
bleed red, which means that 
God has created all of 
us as His children, as 
one.”

Larry Page
Larry Page, execu-

tive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council, briefly 
addressed conference 
attendees regarding 
legal issues of concern 
to pastors and churches.

“I decided that we should 
emphasize the 800-pound go-
rilla and the five-ton elephant 
that are sitting in our living 
rooms. And what are those? 
Well, it’s the threats to our re-
ligious liberties and the SOGI 
(Sexual Orientation and Gen-
der Identity) agenda,” said 
Page.

“It is appropriate to talk 
about those in tandem be-
cause the SOGI agenda is 
being used, to a large extent, 
as a stalking horse to strip us 
of our religious liberties,” said 
Page. “I’m not here to alarm 
anyone. I’m not here to scare 
anyone. Don’t leave here and 
say, ‘Larry Page was imperson-
ating Chicken Little and say-
ing the sky is falling.’ But I’ve 
watched these issues grow, and 
I see the developments over 

time in the 
various parts 
of our nation 
and culture.”

Page urged 
Christians to 
recognize the 
threat that 
their religious 
liberties are 
under at this 
time in the 

country’s history and do all 
they can, within legal measure, 

to fight for them.
“The more strictures there 

are on our religious liberties, 
the fewer opportunities we 
have to share the gospel out 
there. We want to do it out 
there, not just in here,” said 
Page.

Mark Dance
Former Arkansas pastor, 

Mark Dance, who now serves 
as director of LifeWay pastors, 
asked those in attendance, 
“What is the most important 
command in Scripture?”

“God had to get my atten-
tion 10 years ago in a cabin in 
Jasper, Arkansas,” said Dance. 
“I spent a week with the Lord 
just seeking Him. … I opened 

the Word and was just 
reading the gospels. 
I can’t honestly tell 
you if it was Matthew, 
Mark or Luke, but 
I saw the great com-
mandment with fresh 
eyes.”

“There is nothing 
more important in the 
whole Bible. What’s 
the greatest (com-

mandment)? That’s, ‘Love 
God.’ Everybody here knows 
that. The second is, ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself,’” said 
Dance. “I believe that every 
pastor here wants to be a Great 
Commission pastor. But you 
will not be a Great Commis-
sion pastor, at least a healthy 
one, unless you are also a great 
commandment pastor.”

Dance said that many pas-
tors focus so strongly on the 
Great Commission that they 
lose sight of the importance of 
actually loving and shepherd-
ing their congregation.

“A great commandment pas-
tor will always be a Great Com-
mission pastor, but a Great 
Commission pastor will not al-
ways be a great commandment 
pastor,” said Dance. “We’re 
not talking, for the next few 
minutes, about growing your 
church. We are talking about 
growing you, and we are going 
to talk about being healthy 
enough to finish.”

Dance said that while sta-
tistics are often exaggerated, 
many pastors find themselves 
becoming burned out and dis-
illusioned as leaders of their 
churches. One major reason 
for this, Dance said, is that pas-
tors and church staff members 
often find it incredibly diffi-
cult to voice their struggles or 

needs to their church for fear 
of being seen as weak or inca-
pable of leading well.

Dance said that pastors 
must keep their relationship 
priorities straight: 1) Jesus, 2) 
spouse, 3) children/family and 
4) friends.

“There is a secret that ev-
eryone already knows in this 
room but our church members 
don’t -- that we are not always 
on fire for God,” said Dance. 
“Guess what, you are not al-
ways going to be growing. I 
don’t mean that to discour-
age you, but when Paul told 
Timothy to preach the Word 
in season and out of season, 
it was a pastoral epistle talking 
about us.”

Dance shared about his 
personal experience with clini-
cal depression while serving 
as pastor of Second Baptist 
Church, Conway.

“God showed me some-
thing about the beautiful body 
of Christ -- that even though 
God sent me there to minister 
to them, I am part of a family 
and that sometimes they need 
to minster to me,” said Dance. 
“Don’t hesitate to ask for help 
because your people will help 
you.”

Citing the recent firing of 
South Carolina Baptist pastor 
Perry Noble as an example of 
how isolation and lack of ac-
countability can have disas-
trous consequences for church 
leaders, Dance said pastors 
must keep their relationships 
with God and other people 
strong if they are going to lead 
their congregations well.

John Meador
John Meador, pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Euless, Texas, 
described the courage of his 
daughter, a Euless police offi-
cer, when she responded to a 
shooting in the city in March.

Meador said his daughter 
did not tell him she was in-
volved in the firefight until it 
was over. He asked her how 
she had the courage to walk 
into the line of fire, and she 
told him that: 1) her com-
mander was equipped, 2) her 
comrades needed her and 3) 
her community was at risk.

“We live in a world that is 
very much like that today,” 
said Meador. “We live in a 
world that is very much out of 
control. We live in a world that 

Elliff
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very desperately needs some 
commanders and comrades 
to care about the community. 
And if you and I don’t do it, 
I don’t believe anyone 
will.”

Meador said 2 
Timothy 4 is all about 
pastors feeding and 
leading their flocks. 
He said the passage 
provides pastors in-
struction on how to 
equip their churches to 
engage their communi-
ties with the gospel of 
Christ.

“We are going to be dealing 
with all kinds of opposition 
to the gospel wherever we are, 
Arkansas and Texas … or wher-
ever we are in the world,” said 
Meador. 

“In America we are in a di-
sastrous situation. … We have 
gone as far away from moral 
and good as we can go. … We 
are living in a gospel-less cul-
ture,” he said.

Meador said that “godless-
ness reflects gospel-lessness” 
and “where there is a gospel 
saturation in the culture, there 
is a God consciousness in the 
culture.”

“We must raise up an army 
of gospel sharers and one of 

the best ways … is to equip 
your church to engage the 
culture with the gospel,” said 
Meador. 

“Ninety-five percent who 
claim to be believers have 
never shared their faith.”

Meador said that four years 
ago he began allocating “go” 

time to get outside 
the walls of his church 
and engage his com-
munity. He said that 
it is incredibly impor-
tant for pastors to lead 
their congregations by 
example in regards to 
personal evangelism 
and reaching their 
neighbors with the 
gospel.

“The gospel has enough 
power to change the world and 
I want to be part of that. And 
I want my church to be part of 
that,” said Meador. 

“Let me challenge you to get 
a little closer to your commu-
nity.”

Ronnie Floyd
Ronnie Floyd, pas-

tor of Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas 
and former president 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, began his 
time with his fellow Ar-
kansas Baptist pastors 
with a question: “Who needs a 
spiritual breakthrough in your 
life and ministry today?”

Using Mark 9:14-29 as his 
scriptural focus, Floyd pro-
vided insight into answering 
that question. First, he called 
on pastors to “identify your 
need,” pointing out that “the 
problem is not always some-
one else.” 

Second, Floyd said to pas-
tors to “admit your limita-
tions.” He said that there is a 
fierce battle between God and 
us “when we try to do it all in 
our own power.” He called 
on pastors to admit their  
weaknesses because “giving 
your needs to God does not 
lead to defeat; it leads to vic-
tory.”

Third, Floyd called on pas-
tors to “prepare for battle,” cit-
ing 1 Peter 4:7, and saying “We 
have been called to walk with 
God seriously.”

Fourth, Floyd advised pas-
tors to “call out to the Lord 
in prayer and fasting.” He ex-
plained that “there are seasons 

in your life when you 
need to retreat and 
withdraw and go to 
God.

“Prayer and fast-
ing ignite your spirit 
and call into order 
your mind, will, emo-
tion and body,” which 
is “when God has 
you ready for break-

throughs.”
Story compiled with reports by 

Arkansas Baptist News staff.

Meador

Ark. Baptists approve 8 resolutions
LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Baptist messengers approved 
eight resolutions at the 2016 
annual meeting of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC). For full text of the res-
olutions, go to arkansasbaptist.
org. Below is a summary of the 
eight resolutions.

NO. 1: APPRECIATION
Messengers expressed appre-

ciation to the ABSC president 
and executive director, staff 
and members of Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
and the annual meeting pro-
gram committee for their “dili-
gent and sacrificial service in 
the successful preparation and 
guidance of the 163rd session” 
of the ABSC.

NO. 2: ON CHRISTIAN 
CITIZENSHIP AND CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION

Messengers encouraged 
“all believers to engage the 
culture by being informed 
and proactive citizens by vot-
ing in all elections, by praying 
for all those in authority and 
positions of influence, and by 
participating appropriately in 
civic matters.”

NO. 3: ON HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING

Messengers denounced 
human trafficking, which af-
fects an estimated 37 million 
victims worldwide and more 
than 20,000 in the U.S. The 
resolution urged Arkansas 
Baptists to pray for victims of 

Floyd
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human trafficking, become 
informed about human traf-
ficking, undergird ministries 
and organizations combatting 
it, uphold professionals work-
ing to eliminate it and call on 
governments to end it and  
punish those who prey upon 
others.

NO. 4: ON GENDER  
DYSPHORIA

Messengers affirmed God’s 
creation of two distinctive 
and complementary sexes and 
recognizing gender dyspho-
ria as “the latest front for the 
advancement of the Sexual 
Orientation/Gender Identity 
agenda” as well as a recognized 
mental disorder. The resolu-
tion called on Christians to 
affirm God’s good creation, 
extend love and compassion 
to those who are experienc-

ing gender confusion, agree 
that all need to trust Christ, 
recognize that all people – 
even those with gender iden-
tity problems – are image-
bearers of Christ, oppose 
governmental efforts to vali-
date transgender identity and  
proclaim scriptural teach-
ing about God’s design for 
“male and female persons cre-
ated in His Image and for His  
glory.”

NO. 5: ON “MEDICAL” 
MARIJUANA

Messengers acknowledged 
that Arkansas voters will vote 
in November’s general elec-
tion on two ballot issues that 
seek to legalize so-called “medi-
cal” marijuana and that “bona 
fide health organizations” do 
not endorse the smoking or 
eating of marijuana “because 

they do not consider it real 
medicine.” The resolution 
called on Christians to affirm 
compassionate care for those 
suffering with painful and 
debilitating medical condi-
tions, which does not include 
the use of marijuana, to vote 
against Issues 6 and 7 and to 
advocate for continued “rigor-
ous research in its never end-
ing quest to develop safer and 
more effective medications 
with the primary goal of deliv-
ering the most compassionate 
health care possible.” 

NO. 6: ON RELIGIOUS  
LIBERTY IN THE U.S.

Messengers affirmed that 
the first amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution recognizes 
that our “God-given religious 
freedom is a fundamental and 
inviolable human right” and 
highlighting many instances in 
the U.S. where these religious 
liberty rights are under as-
sault. The resolution called on 
Christians to express gratitude 
for God-given religious free-
dom, call on every branch of 
government to address claims 
of first-amendment violations, 
defend the rights of those 
who are facing discrimination 
as well as the rights of every 
American to worship God 
freely and to stand with and 
pray for those who are perse-
cuted for their faith.

NO. 7: ON WHY CHRIS-
TIANS SHOULD LEAD 
ON RACIAL RECONCILIA-
TION

Messengers recognized 
that race relations are worsen-
ing in our country and that 
Christians are “qualified” and 
called “to bring diverse groups 
together.” The resolution 
called for Christians to recom-
mit ourselves to “loving and 
equipping people of all races 
and ethnicities,” demonstrate 
a heart for racial reconcilia-
tion, seek racial reconciliation 
personally and denounce ra-
cial discrimination. 

NO. 8: ON PRAYER SUP-

PORT AND APPRECIA-
TION FOR MISSIONARIES 
VOLUNTARILY RETIRING

Messengers acknowledged 
that the International Mission 
Board reduced its missionary 
force by about 20 percent in 
2015 “because of financial rea-
sons.” The resolution called 
on Christians to affirm those 
who have returned to the U.S. 
from their international places 
of service, strengthen their fi-
nancial support for missions, 
encourage returning mission-
aries to share their stories and 
pray for these missionaries 
who have returned as well as 
missionaries who remain on 
the field.

church planting, impact stories 
from work funded through the 
Dixie Jackson Arkansas Mis-
sions Offering and other work 
around the state such as one-
day mission trips.

There were several times of 
focused prayer throughout the 
meeting led by Don Moore, 
retired ABSC executive direc-
tor; Bill Elliff of the Summit 
Church, North Little Rock, 
and Manley Beasley, Jr. of Hot 
Springs Baptist Church.

Worship times during the 
meeting were led by Scott Qui-
mby of First Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart; the worship team 
from First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, and Larry Grayson 
of the ABSC Executive Board 
staff. In addition, messengers 
and guests enjoyed perfor-
mances by Master’Singers and 
the Williams Singers from 
Williams Baptist College.

Board report, budget
Greg Sykes, ABSC Execu-

tive Board president and se-
nior pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, gave the 
Executive Board report Oct. 
25. 

The Executive Board’s 2017 
Cooperative Program budget 
of $21 million, team goals, rec-
ommendations to amend the 
articles of incorporation and 
the bylaws for Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation and a recommen-
dation concerning the 2018-
2022 Cooperative Program 
unified budget formula were 
all approved by messengers. 
(For details, see pp. 1, 13-14 
in the Aug. 22 edition of the 
Arkansas Baptist News). 

Panel discussion
Roberts moderated a panel 

discussion Oct. 25 during the 
afternoon session that includ-
ed Steven Bell, pastor of Otter 
Creek Community Church in 
Little Rock; Brad Lewter, pas-
tor of Grand Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith; McCal-
lum; Jason Miller, associate 
pastor at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock; 
Chanson Newborn, pastor 
of Fellowship Community 
Church, Forrest City, and 
Jason Tallent, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Cabot.

The panel discussed strat-
egies that they have used in 
order to lead their churches to 
engage their community with 
the gospel.

Miscellaneous 
– The convention’s Nomi-

nating Committee report was 
approved with no challenges 
and no discussion. The com-
mittee nominates people to 
serve on boards of ABSC enti-
ties and institutions. (For a list 
of nominees, see p. 11 in the 
Aug. 22 edition of the ABN.)

– A block party was held 
on the grounds of Immanuel 
Baptist Church to demon-
strate for church leaders how 
to hold block parties in their 
own churches.

– During a brief Executive 
Board meeting Tuesday after-
noon, Rob Davis, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Harri-
son, was elected president of 
the board and Dale Walker, 
pastor of Concord Baptist 
Church, Van Buren, was elect-
ed vice president.

The 2017 annual meeting 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention will be held Nov. 
7-8 at First Baptist Church, 
Russellville.

For additional coverage of 
the annual meeting, visit the 
ABN Facebook page or arkan-
sasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
ENGAGE
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Looking to fill a staff position at your church? Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ad to submit your classified!

tor. Please send resume to P.O. Box 37,  
Smithville, AR 72466.

Accepting application bi-vocational pas-
tor. Resumes to Calvary Baptist Church, P.O.   
Box 532 Dardanelle, AR. 72834. Attention: Pas-
tor Search Committee.

FBC, Vandervoort, AR, in Ouachita Baptist 
Assoc. is accepting resumes for full-time pas-
tor. Email resume to beckie.apple@tyson.com.

First Southern Baptist Church, Bearden, AR, is 
seeking a full-time/bi-vocational pastor. 
Send letter/resume to P.O. Box 449, Bearden, AR  
71720, or email Fsbc@fsbcbearden.com. ATTN: 
Pastor Search Committee.

FBC Bellefonte is searching for a bi-voca-
tional pastor. We are a fundamental, con-
servative, traditional worship rural church in the 
Ozarks. Send resume to jpeslinger@icloud.com.

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumes to Pastor Search Committee, c/o  
Vona McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road,  

C l a s s i f i e d s
 PASTOR

FBC Clarendon, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to FBC Search Commit-
tee, PO Box 324, Clarendon, AR 72029.

FBC, Sheridan, is seeking a full-time 
senior pastor. Send resumes to FBC Pastor 
Search, 1201 S. Rock, Sheridan, AR 72150 or 
fbcsheridanpastorsearch@gmail.com by 12-
31-16.

Small church needs full-time pastor 
who uses KJV. Has parsonage. Send resume to: 
Rickey Wilkes, Friendship Baptist Church, 3712 
Hwy. 1 S., Marianna, AR 72360.

Shilo Baptist Church (SBC), Rover, Mo., 17 
miles east of West Plains, seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Worship attendance about 70, 
median age about 35. Send resumes to: Lyndell 
Huddleston, HC 61, West Plains, MO 65775.

Smithville Baptist Church seeking ei-
ther bi-vocational or full-time pas-

Horatio, AR  71842.

Memorial Heights Baptist Church, Clare-
more, OK, is seeking the man called by God to 
love, teach, and outreach as full-time youth 
minister. Send resumes to memorialheights@
sbcglobal.net.

Crossgate Church of Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
is prayerfully seeking a person to fill the posi-
tion of executive pastor. To obtain more 
information about this position please visit our 
church website @ www.crossgate.org, click on 
the About Us link and then Employment Oppor-
tunities. For questions or to send resumes elec-
tronically, please email us at xpastor@crossgate.
org.  Resumes may also be mailed to XPastor 
Search, Crossgate Church, 3100 East Grand Ave, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901.

Sheridan First Baptist Church is seeking 
a part-time interim worship/choir  

leader (Sunday morning service & Wednesday 
pm practice). Please send resume: 1201 South 
Rock Street, Sheridan, AR 72150 email fbcsheri-
dan@windstream.net.

Church Position: Hillcrest Baptist Church, 
Jasper, TX, is seeking a full-time associate 
pastor/youth minister/missions min-
ister. Send resumes to: Bro. David Nugent, 
Hillcrest Baptist Church, 3196 U.S. Hwy. 190W, 
Jasper, TX 75951, or email rhondahsm02@ya-
hoo.com. For questions or information, call Bro. 
David Nugent at 409-384-3371.

Union Baptist Church, El Dorado, is prayer-
fully seeking a bi-vocational music 
minister. Please send resume and DVD/
link to Jonathan Morris, 144 Crain City Rd, 
El Dorado, AR 71730, or email jmorris.ubc@ 
gmail.com.

Beebe First Baptist Church is accept-
ing resumes for a full-time minister of 
music and education. Please send re-
sume to PO Box 67 Beebe, AR 72012 or email  

bhall@fbcbeebe.com.
Small church needs music director.  

Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume 
to Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, 
Attn: Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop,  
Harrison, AR 72601.

WANTED: Bibles and hymnals Prus-
sian Blue 1991. Emmanuel Baptist, 870-
838-5085.

For sale: 1998 Ford, 22 passenger 
bus with 7.3 diesel engine. 117K. Interior 
and exterior in good condition. Contact Rich-
ard Lewis, 870-670-5264 or Frank Wise at 
870-710-2702.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

MISCELLANEOUS

Marvin Black, age 85, of 
Black Springs, 
died Oct. 11.

A retired log-
ger and Baptist 
minister, Black 
surrendered to 
the ministry in 
1964. 

Black served 
as pastor of Murphy Baptist 
Church in Black Springs for 
37 years. 

He also served as pastor of 
Caddo Gap Baptist Church in 
Caddo Gap and Big Fork Bap-
tist Church in Mena.

Black was preceded in death 
by his wife of 67 years, Delois 
Brewer Black.

He was also preceded in 
death by a son, a grandson, his 
parents, three brothers and 
three sisters.

He is survived by two daugh-
ters, two sons, 10 grandchil-
dren, 14 great-grandchildren, 

Obituaries
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Church life

four great-great-grandchildren, 
three brothers and a sister.

Services were held Oct. 17 
at Murphy Baptist Church in 
Black Springs. 

Burial was at Murphy Bap-
tist Church Cemetery in Black 
Springs.

David W. “Dave” Jackson, 
54, of Jonesboro, died Oct. 20, 
in Memphis, Tenn. 

Jackson was serving as as-
sociate pastor and worship 
leader at Central Community 
Church in Harrisburg. 

He graduated from Wil-
liams Baptist College in 1983 
and later attended Arkansas 
State University. 

Jackson served in the minis-
try for 33 years. 

He is survived by his par-
ents, his wife of 31 years, 
Chris, a son and two sisters.

Funeral services were held 
Oct. 22 at Central Commu-
nity Church.

Burial was in Jonesboro Me-
morial Park in Jonesboro.

Cooper

South Highland Baptist celebrates 100 years 
LITTLE ROCK – South High-
land Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, celebrated its 100th an-
niversary Oct. 9.

More than 200 attended the 
celebration with the theme, 
The Greatest of These Is Love.

“It was a wonderful Sunday 
as God moved and blessed,” 
said Bill McCall, pastor of 

South Highland since 2012. 
“There was a sweet atmo-

sphere of love and fellowship 
with people reuniting with 
old friends and making new 
friends as we all worshiped to-
gether. And God gets all the 
glory!” said McCall.

A video highlighting the 
formation and history of the 

church and its longtime em-
phasis on supporting mis-
sions, including how it started 
a mission church that would 
one day become Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church in Little 
Rock, was shown during the 
service 

Marcus Brown, 
team member with the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) 
evangelism and church 
growth team, present-
ed the church with a 
100th anniversary cer-
tificate.

“It was great to 
see so many people 
who have been impacted by 
the ministry of SHBC,” said 
Brown. 

A number of former pastors 
joined McCall at the pulpit for 
the presentation. 

Randy Maxwell, who served 

as pastor from 1992-96, shared 
a word of congratulations with 
members and guests.

The South Highland Thir-
tyniners Choir, featuring or-
ganist Lou Alley and pianist 
Shirley Sims, led special music 

during the service.
Don Cooper was 

guest speaker during 
the service. Cooper 
has served in various 
capacities at the church 
since the 1970s.  He 
spoke on The Family 
of God. 

Connie McCall, 
wife of the pastor, 
sang “The Greatest of 

These Is Love,” and Bill Mc-
Call called the congregation to 
close the service by singing the 
hymn, “The Family of God.” 

The anniversary service was 
followed by banquet in the fel-
lowship hall.

Ozark Baptist Church, 
Ozark, will celebrate its 150th 
anniversary at 10:30 a.m., Nov. 
6. 

Former pastor Ted Darling 
will be preaching. Former 
music director, Sam Wake-
field, will be leading the con-
gregational singing, and David 
Hogan, along with other for-
mer music directors, will pres-

ent the special music.
Pastors, music, youth, chil-

dren’s leaders and church sec-
retaries who previously served 
at the church are invited to at-
tend as honored guests. 

For more information, call 
the church office at 479-667-
3858.

Williams Baptist College 
will host its annual homecom-
ing Saturday, Nov. 5. The col-
lege is celebrating its 75th year.
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

The two women also dis-
cussed cautions for ministers’ 
wives to consider as they devel-
op friendships, how much is 
too much to share with friends 

and practical steps on how to 
find a friend.

In addition to Hibbard and 
Lee, other leadership team 
members were: Angie Millard, 

Pearcey Baptist Church, Pearc-
ey; Sherrill Moffett, First Bap-
tist Church, Pocahontas, and 
Shiela Stadler, Fianna Hills 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

LITTLE ROCK – About 85 
women gathered for the Min-
isters’ Wives Conference and 
luncheon at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, Oct. 24, 
prior to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) an-
nual meeting.

The purpose of the annual 
event is “to bring ministers’ 
wives from all size churches 
and backgrounds together 
for encouragement, uplifting 
and equipping,” said Vickie 
Lee, First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, and a member 
of the leadership team that  
plans the conference and lun-
cheon.

The theme of this year’s 
event was Seen. “It’s vital for 
ministers’ wives to be remind-
ed that we are not just seen 
by church members looking 
through the walls of our glass 
houses. We are also seen by a 
loving Father and the precious 
friends He puts in our lives for 
our encouragement and sup-
port,” said Ann Hibbard, East 

End Baptist Church, Hensley, 
and also a leadership team 
member.

Speakers for the event were 
Janet Dance, wife of Mark 
Dance, director of LifeWay 
pastors; and Andrea Lennon, 
ABSC women’s ministry spe-
cialist.

Worship was led by Taylor 
and Jennifer Keenan from 
Fort Smith, as well as Tracey 
Hirschy, First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. 

Dance and Lennon became 
close friends when Dance’s 
husband served as pastor of 
Second Baptist Church, Con-
way, before he accepted the 
position with LifeWay about 
two years ago. The two women 
discussed the journey of their 
friendship, the importance of 
ministers’ wives having at least 
one special friend, and several 
dangers of loneliness among 
ministers’ wives.

“Loneliness can lead to iso-
lation, which is the opposite of 
ministry,” said Lennon.

Ministers’ wives gather, fellowship Oct. 24 at IBCLR
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Faith&Culture
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

2016 presidential election exposes Evangelical divides
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Ameri-
cans with evangelical beliefs 
share a great deal in common. 
They trust in Jesus alone, evan-
gelize their neighbors, and be-
lieve the Bible is the final au-
thority in their lives.

But when it comes to vot-
ing, race and political affilia-
tion still divide evangelicals, 
according to a survey from 
Nashville-based LifeWay Re-
search taken before the second 
presidential debate.

Overall, fewer than half (45 
percent) of those with evan-
gelical beliefs who plan to vote 
support Donald Trump, ac-
cording to the survey. A third 
(31 percent) say they will vote 
for Hillary Clinton. Fifteen 
percent are undecided. One in 
10 (9 percent) support a third-
party candidate.

White Americans with 
evangelical beliefs favor Trump 
(65 percent) over Clinton (10 
percent). Sixteen percent are 
undecided. Eight percent plan 
to vote for Gary Johnson.

African-Americans, His-
panic Americans, and Asian-
Americans with evangelical 
beliefs support Clinton (62 
percent) over Trump (15 per-
cent). Thirteen percent are 
undecided. Seven percent sup-
port Gary Johnson.

LifeWay Research also 
found that party affiliation is 
a much stronger 
predictor of vot-
ing preferences 
than faith. 
Three-quarters 
of Republicans 
with evangelical 
beliefs plan to 
vote for Trump. 
Though  a 
smaller sample, 
75 percent of 
Democrats with 
evangelical be-
liefs plan to vote 
for Clinton.

Scott McCo-
nnell, executive 
director of LifeWay Research, 
said the divides among evan-
gelicals will remain long after 
the election is over.

“This group of Christians 
share the same core beliefs – 
but they don’t vote the same 
way,” said McConnell. “There 

are significant cultural and po-
litical divides among evangeli-
cals that won’t easily go away.”

Politics unify more than faith
The representative online 

survey asked 1,000 Americans 
four questions about core evan-
gelical beliefs on the Bible, the 
crucifixion of Jesus, salvation 
and evangelism. Those who 
strongly agreed with all four 
(17 percent) qualified as hav-
ing evangelical beliefs.

The idea is to define evan-
gelicals by belief rather than 
self-identified religious affilia-
tion, said McConnell.

“The evangelical label has 
picked up political and social 
overtones that mask any pat-
terns that are actually tied to 
evangelical religious beliefs,” 
he said.

For example, many political 
surveys look at only self-iden-
tified white evangelicals, who 
have tended to support Repub-
lican presidential candidates, 
including Trump. The pool of 
Americans with evangelical be-
liefs, however, is more diverse. 
Four in 10 Americans with 
evangelical beliefs are African-
American, Hispanic Ameri-
can, Asian-American or other 
ethnic minority. Six in 10 are 
white. Those with evangelical 
beliefs also have more diverse 
political views, according to 

LifeWay Research.
As part of the survey, re-

searchers looked at how peo-
ple with evangelical beliefs 
and churchgoers see the issues 
at play in the 2016 election. 
Topics like personal character, 
abortion and religious liberty 

– often identified as key evan-
gelical issues – matter less in 
this election. Other pragmatic 
concerns – like the economy 
and national security – are 
more influential.

For Americans with evan-
gelical beliefs, a candidate’s 
ability to improve the economy 

matters most 
(26 percent), 
followed by na-
tional security 
(22 percent) 
and personal 
character (15 
percent). Few 
value Supreme 
Court nomi-
nees (10 per-
cent), religious 
freedom (7 per-
cent), immigra-
tion (5 percent) 
or abortion (4 
percent).

For self -
identified Christians who 
go to church at least once a 
month, the economy (30 per-
cent), national security (23 
percent) and personal charac-
ter (15 percent) top their con-
cerns. Few prioritize Supreme 
Court nominees (10 percent), 

religious freedom (6 percent), 
immigration (4 percent) or 
abortion (3 percent).

Overall, the economy (30 
percent) is the top concern 
for Americans regardless of 
religious affiliation. National 
security (17 percent) and per-
sonal character (17 percent) 
also are significant. Supreme 
Court nominees (10 percent), 
immigration (5 percent), reli-
gious freedom (2 percent) and 
abortion (1 percent) are less 
important.

For churchgoers and those 
with evangelical beliefs, their 
pocketbook and personal 
safety are paramount, said Mc-
Connell. “Moral issues aren’t 
a priority for many of them.”

Religion plays a role
Still, religion does seem to 

affect voting patterns.
Self-identified Christians 

who go to church at least once 
a month favor Trump (41 per-
cent). A third (34 percent) 
plan to vote for Clinton. Eigh-
teen percent are undecided. 
Six percent support a third 
party candidate.

Americans who skip church 
are more likely to support 

Clinton (46 percent). A third 
(31 percent) plan to vote for 
Trump. Fifteen percent are un-
decided. Eight percent favor a 
third-party candidate.

Those without evangelical 
beliefs also favor Clinton (45 
percent). Thirty-two percent 
plan to vote for Trump. Six-
teen percent are undecided. 
Eight percent plan to vote for 
a third-party candidate.

A previous LifeWay Re-
search poll of Protestant pas-
tors found that most clergy 
don’t expect Christians to 
vote the same way. Two-thirds 
(65 percent) disagree with the 
statement, “Christians who 
truly vote their conscience will 
vote for the same candidate.” 
Less than a third (29 percent) 
agree. Six percent are not sure.

McConnell said that nei-
ther major party in the United 
States has a monopoly on bib-
lical values. So it’s no surprise, 
he said, that evangelicals who 
value the Bible will vote differ-
ently.

“Christianity includes peo-
ples from different political 
parties,” he said.  “Sometimes 
I think evangelicals forget 
that.”
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Ann Hibbard
East End

2 Peter 1:12 (NASB) always makes 
me chuckle a bit. “Therefore, I will al-
ways be ready to remind you of these 
things, even though you already know 
them, and have been established in the 
truth which is pres-
ent with you.”

I chuckle, be-
cause I often fol-
low Peter’s exam-
ple when I teach 
Sunday school, dis-
cipleship and men-
toring classes. I just 
phrase it a little dif-
ferently, usually starting 
with, “You’re probably 
going to get tired of me 
saying this,” or, “I know 
you’ve heard me say this 
before, but I’m going to 
keep saying it until it’s 
firmly entrenched in 
your minds.” 

So, what was the re-
minder Peter was giving 
to his readers? He was 
bringing them back to 
what they originally learned. In the 
midst of a plethora of voices trying to 
pull at them and distract them, Peter 
reminded them that he was an eyewit-
ness to the glory of Jesus Christ. With 
his own ears, he heard the voice of God 
the Father confirming His Son. He was 
one of the first to receive the Holy Spirit 

and proclaim the truth. He was remind-
ing them that what he’d taught them 
in the beginning was still trustworthy, 
no matter what the other voices were 
saying. 

And what do I 
remind the young 
ladies I’m blessed 
to encourage and 
teach? I remind 
them that they 
have the same 
firsthand infor-
mation that the 
early church re-

ceived. They hold the 
same Scriptures early be-
lievers held. They, too, 
learn from Peter and 
Paul and John because 
they hold God’s Word 
in their hands and Scrip-
ture is fully worthy of 
their trust. 

As a mom, a pastor’s 
wife and a teacher, my 
heart aches over the 
knowledge of the many 

voices that hound believers these days 
with half truths. But I also rejoice, 
because I know that what Peter said 
hundreds of years ago still rings true 
today. God’s Word is trustworthy. And 
I’ll never get tired of reminding myself, 
my children and fellow believers of that 
wonderful, powerful truth.

dwell among His people. Because they 
knew, they not only would not keep 
silent, they could not keep silent.

We believe that the Bible is the 
Word of God. If that is the case, then 

we have just as 
much evidence 
that Jesus is risen 
as Peter and John 
did. We have as 
much evidence 
that Jesus healed 
the sick and 
raised the dead 
as anyone in Jeru-

salem had. We can be 
as certain of the com-
passion of God, of the 
mercy shown through 
Christ and of the  
power of the Holy Spir-
it as any of the apostles 
ever were. We have seen 
and heard of this Jesus 
just as much as they 
had.

Yet we keep silent. 
We will tell of our 

grandchildren or our teams. We will 
overcome great difficulties to encoun-
ter good shopping and great deer hunt-
ing. 

Too many of us live as if we have 
seen and heard nothing of the grace 
of God. Let us remember the reality 
of our faith and speak boldly of Jesus!

I’m often asked, “Where in the Bible 
is _____?” Or, “Do you know that verse 
that says_____?” Too frequently, the 
question is followed up with a story, a 
quote or an idea that, at best, is a con-
cept taken com-
pletely out of con-
text. At worst, it’s 
not in Scripture 
anywhere and ac-
tually cannot even 
be supported by 
Scripture. 

My kids have a joke 
about such questions 
and comments. They 
say it’s like Jesus quot-
ing Abraham Lincoln’s 
“House Divided” speech. 
Now, my children know 
full well who first stated 
that a divided house can-
not remain standing. 
But they also know how 
many people do not re-
alize that Abraham Lin-
coln was quoting Jesus in 
his speech. Regardless of what kind of 
personal relationship he did or did not 
have with the Lord Jesus Christ, Lincoln 
had read the Bible, knew what it said 
and believed its wisdom to be truth. 

Sadly, too many of us do not know 
truth because we fail to follow Lincoln’s 
example. We fail to know God’s Word. 

There are far too many voices in the 
world around us who are more than 
happy to take advantage of our igno-
rance, using it against us. Like in the 
days of Peter and Jude, we are surround-

ed by people who 
will pour false-
hoods into our 
heads, speaking 
with smooth con-
fidence and mak-
ing us believe that 
they know what 

they are talking about. 
So, we end up lacking a 
solid standard and foun-
dation of truth. 

Jude’s words ring 
just as true today as 
they did when he first 
penned them: “But 
you, beloved, ought to 
remember the words 
that were spoken before-
hand by the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus Christ”  
(Jude 17, NASB).

As I raise children in this world full 
of falsehoods, this is the lesson I strive 
to continually remind them, and it’s 
one I must remember myself, as well! 
In a world where truth is shaded and 
absolutes are ignored, only God’s Word 
can keep us on guard and grounded in 
truth.

The first verse here, Acts 17:16, is 
where many of us live. We are sur-
rounded by a pagan culture and find 
ourselves provoked by the idolatry 
around us, just as Paul was provoked 
while he was in 
Athens.

And let us be 
clear here: being 
provoked is a valid 
response. Athens 
had, as Arkansas 
has, many idols. 
Some were worshiped 
through simple offerings 
like food or money. Others 
were worshiped through 
animal or human sacrifice 
and through immorality 
as celebration. Paul was 
not provoked because he 
was too sensitive to other 
cultures. He was provoked 
because wickedness filled 
the streets.

We can have similar 
feelings today, but our goal must be to 
let our response match Paul’s response. 
What did he do? He proclaimed Jesus. 
He proclaimed Jesus to the religious 
Jews of the synagogue. He proclaimed 
Jesus to the Gentiles who were seeking 
Israel’s God. He was in the public spac-
es of Athens, the marketplace (agora, 
for you history/Greek nerds) where 

anyone could seek him out to discuss 
the truth.

He was actively proclaiming Jesus 
enough to be misunderstood (Acts 
17:18). Yet his demeanor and charac-

ter were enough 
that, rather than 
being imprisoned 
or exiled, he was 
invited to explain 
himself better. 
He was provided 
the opportunity 

to, once again, proclaim 
Jesus.

He then clearly 
preached Jesus even as 
he demonstrated an un-
derstanding of Athens 
and its people. His gospel 
proclamation did not re-
sult in a large church or a 
massive revival, but we see 
that a few believed. 

What of us? Abortion, 
child abuse and corrup-

tion should all provoke us as our cul-
ture turns to the idols that drive such 
sinfulness. How shall we respond?

The best way is to take that provo-
cation and let it drive us to proclaim 
Jesus. Let us live lives of character that 
drive others to listen as we preach the 
truth of the one true God and the Sav-
ior, Christ the Lord.

Doug Hibbard
East End

With trust
2 PETER 1:12-21

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Ann Hibbard
East End

What have you seen and heard? 
Take a look at Acts 4:20 and work back-
wards through this passage. We are 
continuing to look at Peter and John 
in the early days after Pentecost. These 
two men were out 
proclaiming the 
resurrection of 
Jesus, and the rul-
ing council of the 
Jews wanted them 
to stop.

They refused, 
citing that they 
simply could not 
stop speaking of what 
they had seen and heard. 
They had witnessed the 
truth, and now they ab-
solutely had to bear wit-
ness to the truth. 

Many of us fall back 
from speaking boldly 
for Christ. We justify 
ourselves and our fears 
by saying we do not 
know what to say or 
we are uncertain how 
we would handle objections. The 
problem, though, lies in another  
direction. 

Peter and John were eyewitnesses of 
the resurrection. They were witnesses 
of the miracles of Jesus, the teaching 
of Jesus and the compassion of Jesus. 
They had seen God put on flesh and 

Unstoppable courage
ACTS 4:1-3, 8-12, 19-20   

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

On guard
2 PETER 2:1-3, JUDE 16-25

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Unstoppable impact
ACTS 17:16-18, 22-23, 30-31
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