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Ark. high court takes up
same-sex marriage ban
LITTLE ROCK – An estimat-
ed 100 religious leaders and 
other opponents of same-sex 
marriage in Arkansas rallied at 
the Capitol Nov. 19 to make 
their voice heard and to af-
firm traditional marriage with 
“honor our vote” signs.

The rally was held a day 
before the Arkansas Supreme 
Court and a federal judge were 
set to hear arguments in law-
suits challenging the state’s 
ban on same-sex marriage, the 
Arkansas News Bureau (ANB) 
reported. No ruling had been 
announced as of press time.

“We are here today to call 
on the Arkansas Supreme 
Court to simply let the 
people’s vote for marriage 
stand,” Jerry Cox, president 
of Family Council, told a 

crowd of about 400 people,  
the ANB reported.

Cox led a push in 2004 that 
resulted in an Arkansas con-
stitutional amendment – ap-
proved by 75 percent of voters 
– defining marriage as between 
a man and a woman.

As traditional marriage sup-
porters spoke to the crowd, 
same-sex marriage proponents 
standing in the crowd held 
their own signs and shouted 
comments, such as, “What 
about our rights?” the ANB 
reported.

A letter from Asa Hutchin-
son, Arkansas governor-elect, 
was read during the event by 
Josh Duggar, executive direc-
tor of Family Research Coun-

SBC president releases e-book, 
‘pleads with Southern Baptists’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

ROGERS – During a press 
conference following his elec-
tion as president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
in June in Baltimore, Ronnie 
Floyd, pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest 
Arkansas, said that 
as president his chief 
focus was going to be 
on bringing Baptists to-
gether to pray and seek 
revival and spiritual 
awakening in America 
and around the world.

In a press confer-
ence call Nov. 19, Floyd an-
nounced the theme of the 
2015 SBC Annual Meeting 
– Great Awakening: Clear 

Agreement, Visible Union, 
Extraordinary Prayer, based on 
Romans 13:11. Floyd also offi-
cially announced the release of 
a 16-page e-book titled, “Plead-
ing with Southern Baptists To 
Humbly Come Together be-
fore God in Clear Agreement, 

Visible Union, and in 
Extraordinary Prayer 
for the Next Great 
Awakening and for the 
World to Be Reached 
for Christ.”

Floyd said “Plead-
ing with Southern 
Baptists” was com-
piled through rigorous 
study and consulta-

tion with SBC and Christian 
theologians and leaders from 

OBU finishes undefeated for first time
ARKADELPHIA – The 
Ouachita Baptist University 
Tigers rewrote Ouachita foot-
ball history on Saturday with 
their 41-20 victory over rival 
Henderson State University 
(HSU). In addition to winning 
the 88th Battle of the Ravine, 
the Tigers finished the regular 
season with an undefeated, 
untied 10-0 record for the first 
time in program history.

Along with claiming the 
Great American Conference 
(GAC) championship outright 
with the win, the Tigers fin-

ished the season with a No. 
1 ranking in Super Region 
Three of the NCAA Division 
II Football Championship. 
That means Ouachita will host 
a second round matchup on 
Nov. 29, also a first since the 
Tigers have been competing in 
Division II.

The playoff game will pit 
Ouachita against the winner of 
a first-round game between the 
University of Minnesota–Du-
luth, also undefeated at 11-0, 
and Northwest Missouri State 
University, the defending na-

tional champions with a 10-1 
season record. Ouachita will 
host the Nov. 29 postseason 
game in Cliff Harris Stadium. 
2014 marked the recently com-
peted stadium’s inaugural sea-
son.

Head coach Todd Knight 
has been named the unani-
mous choice for Great Ameri-
can Conference Coach of the 
Year, an honor he also received 
in 2011, and a conference-
best 18 members of the 2014 

Jacksonville revivals planned in 2015
JACKSONVILLE – If a 
group of pastors and church-
es in Greater Jacksonville 
have anything to say about 
it, 2015 will be a year like no 
other.

Already, 15 area Protestant 
churches – many of them 
Southern Baptist – have 
committed to participating 
in citywide “simultaneous 
revivals” May 17-20.

“A concentrated effort is 
needed to change the spiri-
tual climate in this area,” 
said Dennis Wilkins, inter-
im pastor of Second Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, and a 
principal organizer of the ef-
fort.

“Without a focus to 
change the community spiri-
tually, the Greater Jackson-

ville area will slip further away 
from God,” he said. “Many of 
our churches’ attendance al-
ready reflect spiritual apathy, 
as their attendance is smaller 
than it was 10 years ago.”

Wilkins hosted area pas-
tors at a special luncheon to 
discuss the effort Oct. 21 at 
Second Baptist.

Referring to Exodus 3, 
Wilkins told pastors, “Every 
time the people of God have 
cried out to God, God has 
answered. … We have a great 
opportunity to make a differ-
ence.”

“Supporters and encour-
agers” of the effort include 
Gary Fletcher, the mayor of 
Jacksonville; Jerry Gay, asso-
ciational missionary for North 
Pulaski Baptist Association; 

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, execu-
tive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), and Terry Bostick, 
team leader of the ABSC 
evangelism and church 
health team, Wilkins said.

A handout with a map 
and demographic informa-
tion produced by the ABSC 
and provided by Wilkins il-
lustrated the need in the city.

The Jacksonville area in-
cludes 46,600 people, with 
39,500 age 10 and older and 
18,170 households. In all, 
14.4 percent, or 2,625 of all 
households in Jacksonville, 
are single parent households. 
There are 16,160 people age 
20-44, which is 34.6 percent 
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Ouachita Baptist University’s football team finished its regular season undefeated, 10-0, for the first time in its history Nov. 15 
with a 41-20 win over archrival Henderson State. Head coach Todd Knight (above) celebrates following the win.
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Obama’s action on 
immigration ‘unwise’
WASHINGTON (BP) 
– Obama announced in 
prime time Nov. 20 his 
actions, which include 
most controversially a 
plan to protect nearly 5 
million undocumented 
immigrants from depor-
tation. The president’s 
use of executive author-
ity came after the Senate 
approved comprehensive 
immigration reform in 
the last Congress but the 
House of Representatives 
failed to do so. Russell D. 
Moore, president of the 
Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission, said he dis-
agreed with Obama’s uni-
lateral act. Moore noted 
he supports immigration 
reform, but the president’s 
decision is an “unwise and 
counterproductive move.” 
Writing in Time magazine 
online, Moore said, “It’s 
because of my support for 
immigrants and for immi-
gration reform that I think 
President Obama’s execu-
tive actions are the wrong 
way to go.”

Duggars targeted  
by pro-gay petition
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Nearly 100,000 people 
have signed an online 
petition asking the TLC 
network to cancel the 
popular reality show “19 
Kids and Counting,” 
contending that its stars, 
Arkansans Jim Bob and 
Michelle Duggar, use 
their fame “to promote 
discrimination, hate, and 
fear-mongering against 
gays and transgendered 
people.” The Duggars 
have 19 children and are 
outspoken advocates of 
their Christian faith and  
pro-family public policies. 
Speaking at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary last year, the Duggars 
said they stopped using 
birth control pills after 
the drugs caused Michelle 
to experience a miscar-
riage years ago.

continued from page one
SAME-SEX
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cil Action.
“I am with you in thought,” 

Hutchinson’s letter read, the 
ANB reported. “I am with 
you in the idea that marriage 
is only between one man and 
one woman.”

Hutchinson added in the 
letter that if the ban is struck 
down, “I will work with pas-
tors, community leaders and 
others to ensure that we pro-
tect our right to conscience for 
our churches, businesses and 
nonprofits.”

Cox, interviewed for an 
Oct. 30 edition of the Arkansas 
Baptist News Podcast, said the 
courts have “created a mess” 
around the same-sex marriage 
issue through various ruling 
the past year, which was begun 
when the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down key provisions of 
the nation’s Defense of Mar-
riage Act defining marriage 
as only between a man and 
a woman in United States v. 
Windsor.

The Arkansas case around 
same-sex marriage is being 
filed in state court, said Cox, 
so rulings elsewhere most like-
ly won’t have that much effect 
on the ruling of the Arkansas 
Supreme Court.

“Whatever the Supreme 
Court says will pretty much be 
the end of the line (in Arkan-
sas),” said Cox. 

Larry Page, executive 
director of the Arkansas 
Faith and Ethics Coun-

cil said he is hopeful the  
courts will overturn Piazza’s 
ruling.

“My prayers have been 
for that outcome. And while 
you can never be sure how a 
court will rule, I must say, in 
all candor that I am in doubt 
that the justices will decide in 
favor of the state’s marriage 
amendment passed by a 3 to 
1 margin by voters in 2004,” 
said Page. “I base this opinion 
on past decisions by the court 

that seem to run counter to  
traditional values.”

Cox said at the Nov. 19 rally 
there has been talk about im-
peaching or recalling judges 
who strike down same-sex mar-
riage bans, reported the ANB.

“It’s because the judges are 
way out of line, and the people 
know that,” he was quoted as 
telling reporters.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org 
for updates on the same-sex 
debate and upcoming rulings.

of the population.
“A recent study reported 

that 42 percent of Arkan-
sans are either unsaved or 
unchurched,” Wilkins stated 
on the handout. “Those fig-
ures applied to the Greater 
Jacksonville area means there 
are either 19,572 (using the 
gross number of residents), or 
16,592 (using the number of 
residents who are 10 years of 
age or older), that are unsaved 
or unchurched. In either case, 

there are thousands of lost 
souls just outside the doors of 
our churches. The question is, 
what are we going to do about 
it?”

Wilkins said he believes one 
of the most effective ways to 
address the lostness of the area 
is to host simultaneous revivals 
in churches.

“Keep in mind that as im-
portant as the revival date is, 
the four-and-a-half months 
leading up to it are just as im-
portant,” said Wilkins. “In-
tense ‘crying out to God’ for 
help, should be focused on the 
community – from our church-

Engage the Nations draws 175 to Conway Nov. 7-8
CONWAY – Second Baptist 
Church, Conway, was abuzz 
with 175 participants who 
were gathered Nov. 7-8 for the 
Engage the Nations confer-
ence, which was held by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) collegiate and 
young leaders team.

Woman’s Missionar y 
Union and women in minis-
try groups, church collegiate 
ministries, Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry (BCM) stu-
dents and staff, along 
with high school ju-
niors and seniors, were 
invited to participate in 
the Engage the Nations 
conference. 

Lynn Loyd, missions 
consultant for the colle-
giate and young leaders 
team, said the weekend con-
ference was meant to inspire, 
equip and engage churches 
and collegians to welcome 
the more than 4,700 interna-
tional students in Arkansas 
with the gospel. He said there 
are more than 120 nations 
represented on college cam-
puses in the state; and many 
of those nations are closed 
to traditional missionaries  
and the gospel.

The event – part of the 
collegiate and young leaders 
team’s BeOne emphasis – 

complimented the team’s vi-
sion statement, “exalting God 
through growing in Christ, 
connecting to His church and 
serving His world.”

“Engage the Nations was a 
timely and productive meet-
ing. Campus ministers and 
leaders were trained with some 
old, some new and some in-
novative methods to reach our 
international neighbors with 
the gospel,” said David James, 

collegiate and young leaders 
team leader. “Training in the 
basics of three world religions 
and how to articulate our own 
Christian faith will hopefully 
give our students confidence 
as they dialogue with our 
world friends. Many interna-
tionals come to the U.S. and 
never enter an American’s 
home or dialogue with a Chris-
tian about their faith. Engage 
the Nations is an attempt to 
change that stat.”

Through the event, par-
ticipants were inspired by 

speakers, equipped through 
breakout sessions and engaged 
through an evening of minis-
try to international students.

Speakers were Brandon 
Doyle, missionary to Arab 
Muslims in New York City; 
LaJuana Magee, director of 
International Friendship Out-
reach in Arkansas, and Kyle 
Seal, associate pastor of col-
lege and missions at Second  
Baptist, Conway.

Worship was led by 
Washington Avenue.

Breakout sessions 
focused on engaging 
Muslims, East Asians 
and Hindus, as well as 
engaging the nations 
through Conversa-

tion Clubs, Perspective 
Cards and prayer. Ses-

sions were led by Doyle and 
Magee, as well as by Elizabeth 
“Liz” Craig, member of Park-
way Place Baptist Church, Lit-
tle Rock; Jim and Laura Gen-
try, who serve in East Asia; 
Laura Macfarlan, speaker, 
writer, teacher and director of 
Heart Life Women’s Ministry 
at First Baptist Church, Siloam 
Springs, and Chris Kohlman, 
media mobilization strategist 
for the collegiate and young 
leaders team and Northwest 
Arkansas Community College 
campus minister.

In addition, participants 
practiced engaging interna-
tional students by taking part 
in a mock Conversation Club. 
Conversation Club is a part-
nership between International 
Friendship Outreach and Bap-
tist Collegiate Ministry that 
provides international stu-
dents a way to improve their 
English and begin friendships 
with Americans who are fol-
lowers of Christ.

Cole Starr, a senior at Ar-
kansas Tech University, attend-
ed the conference.

“It just really opened my 
eyes about the opportunities 
we have on our campuses right 
now to engage international 
students who will go back to 
their home countries and 
share the gospel with people 
we will never meet,” Starr said.

Macfarlan, who taught a 
breakout session on prayer, 
was encouraged by the enthu-
siasm of BCM students attend-
ing. 

“What a joy to see their de-
sire to worship, learn and go,” 
she said. “I was honored to be 
asked to attend the conference 
and teach a session, but I came 
home feeling I received more 
back than I gave. My heart is 
expectant and hopeful about 
these young adults and their 
role in reaching the nations.”

Students pray over flags of various countries during the 
Engage the Nations conference Nov. 7.

es from the streets, and in our 
homes, to prepare the people 
of the area to respond to re-
vival and spiritual awakening.”

Wilkins added that if a 
church cannot hold a revival 
service May 17-20 they are still 
encouraged to conduct an 
event sometime during May.

He added that the Pastor’s 
Alliance of Jacksonville may 
join the effort as well, adding 
the organization has been pray-
ing for two years for a crusade.

For more information, 
email Wilkins at wilkins819@
gmail.com or call 501-259-
8197.
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Americans believe in 
heaven, hell and heresy
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – 
Bob Smietana, writer for 
LifeWay Research, wrote 
recently that the South-
ern Baptist research orga-
nization found through a 
recent online survey that 
most Americans believe 
in heaven, hell and some 
traditional Christian here-
sies. R.C. Sproul, founder 
of Ligonier Ministries who 
commissioned the study 
said the research highlights 
the growing influence of 
humanism. “People like 
to believe in a generic 
Christian-ish god with 
cafeteria doctrines,” said 
Ed Stetzer, president of 
LifeWay Research. “How-
ever, when we asked about 
harder beliefs – things that 
the church has and still 
considers orthodoxy – the 
numbers shift.”
 
Protestant churches  
reflect economy
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – 
The slow and steady re-
covery of the American 
economy can be observed 
in Protestant church of-
fering plates, writes Jim 
Burton, writer for Life-
Way Research. According 
to a resent survey, while 
56 percent of Protestant 
churches still report the 
economy is negatively ef-
fecting them, 13 percent 
report the economy is 
positively effecting them, 
a 4 percent increase from 
last year. Seventy-four  
percent of Protestant 
churches reported offer-
ings above those in 2013. 
“The current slow-growth 
economy does not allow 
individuals, businesses, 
or churches to slip into 
poor financial habits that 
may have been present 
seven or eight years ago,” 
said Scott McConnell, 
LifeWay Research direc-
tor. “Everyone must be in-
novative in how efficient 
and productive each of 
their activities is.”

ABCHomes gets $65,000 from Brotherhood Mutual
LITTLE ROCK – Christmas 
came a little early Nov. 19 at 
the Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family Min-
istries (ABCHomes).

Brotherhood Mutual Insur-
ance Company, represented 
by James Greene & Associ-
ates of Sherwood, presented 
ABCHomes Executive Direc-
tor David Perry with an early 
“Christmas gift” – a divi-
dend check in the amount of 
$65,113. 

“What a blessing,” shared 
Perry. “We’re grateful for the 
tremendous insurance and ser-
vice provided by Brotherhood 
Mutual and the James Greene 
agency. Topping that off with 
this huge dividend check is 
overwhelming. We’re also 
grateful to our many churches 

and Arkansas Baptist entities 
that are members of our insur-
ance group. What a great day!” 

During the presentation, 
Kurt Hetherington, vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing at 
James Greene & Associates, 
said his team is honored to 
have a “small” part in helping 
change the lives of children 
and teens in crisis. “I can’t 
imagine another place where 
we can serve the way we do,” 
said Hetherington. 

Brotherhood Mutual makes 
these types of gifts during years 
when members’ claims are low. 
Local churches that choose 
Brotherhood Mutual for in-
surance coverage – and then 
have low-claim or claim-free 
years – can know that their 
insurance coverage is helping 

ABCHomes. 
James Greene & Associ-

ates is a representative of 
the GuideStone Financial 
Services’ alliance with the  

Brotherhood Mutual group. 
To date, Brotherhood Mu-

tual has donated more than 
$142,000 in dividend checks 
to ABCHomes.

David Perry, executive director of the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries, accepts a $65,113 “Christmas gift” dividend check donation from Jeff 
Brantly, president of James Greene & Associates.
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Ouachita Tigers earned All-
GAC honors. Six Tigers were 
named to the All-GAC First 
Team, including senior run-
ning back Steven Kehner, who 
also was a unanimous selec-
tion.

Kehner ran for 1,080 yards 
this season and set a GAC sin-
gle-season record with 16 rush-
ing touchdowns. He averaged 
just over 5 yards per carry and 
108 yards per game. The three-
time GAC Player of the Week 
led the conference in 
rushing yards and rush-
ing yards per game.

Joining Kehner on 
the First Team offense 
are a trio of offen-
sive lineman, seniors 
Aaron Sprinkle and 
Brent Calhoun and ju-
nior Michael Russell. 
These three anchored a line 
that enabled the Tiger offense 
to average 232.6 rushing yards 
per game, second best in the 
conference and 19th in Divi-
sion II. The line also finished 
third in the GAC, allowing 
only 1.2 sacks per game. This 
was Sprinkle’s third All-GAC 
selection and second consecu-
tive First Team selection.

Senior safety Zack Mitchell 
was selected to the First Team 
defense after finishing the sea-
son with a career-high six in-
terceptions. Mitchell led the 
conference in interceptions 
and finished 11th in the na-
tion in that category. He also 
had two fumble recoveries and 
45 tackles.

During the Nov. 15 Battle 
of the Ravine, the Tigers 
trailed 17-7 at the end of the 
first quarter before outscoring 
the HSU Reddies 34-3 to fin-
ish the season undefeated and 
claim the GAC title with the 
41-20 victory.

Senior Steven Kehner 
rushed for 126 yards and three 
touchdowns, setting the GAC 
single-season record with 16 
touchdowns this season. Quar-
terback Kiehl Frazier went 
12-22 for 177 yards and two 
touchdowns. He also rushed 
for 27 yards and scored from 1 
yard out to put the game away 

for Ouachita.
The Tigers inter-

cepted All-American 
Reddie quarterback 
Kevin Rogers twice in 
the second half, one 
by safety Zack Mitchell 
and the other by defen-
sive end Kyle Lamothe. 
The Tigers’ defensive 

line got to Rogers three times, 
with two of those sacks coming 
in the second half.

Ouachita held the Reddies 
to 362 yards of total offense, 
148.5 yards below their season 
average of 510.5. Henderson 
State managed only 49 rush-
ing yards in the game, nearly 
100 yards below their season 
average.

In the end, Ouachita won 
the 88th Battle of the Ravine,  
securing their first ever unde-
feated 10-0 season and second 
GAC title in four seasons.

Reporting by Kyle Parris, 
Ouachita sports information 
director, and Trennis Hender-
son, Ouachita vice president for  
communications.

Knight

32 ABCHomes residents baptized
Stella Prather
ABCHomes

WHILE SOUTHERN Bap-
tists have reported a down-
ward slide in baptisms for the 
seventh year in a row, the bap-
tismal waters in two Arkan-
sas towns have been flowing 
steady with Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries (ABCHomes) 
children.

To date this year, 32 AB-
CHomes residents have been 
baptized, following their 
profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ. At least two others are 
awaiting baptism as of press 
time. 

“Whether it is protecting 
children from abuse, help-
ing them to adjust behaviors, 
working on academic issues 
or dealing with emotional 
problems, we believe making 
a difference in lives is impor-
tant,” shared David Perry, 
ABCHomes executive direc-
tor. “We proudly proclaim 
that Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes is driven by a 
greater motivation, which is 
to introduce those we serve 
and care for to One that 
makes an eternal difference.”

In Monticello, 13 residents 
from the Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children followed 
in believer’s baptism July 27 
during a baptismal service at 
a local church. The service 
was held at the city pool in 
the south Arkansas town. 
Two other Baptist Home 

residents were baptized at  
another local church.

A revival, a youth outing, 
a summer camp and a fishing 
trip resulted in several pro-
fessions of faith and ensuing 
baptisms at the Arkansas Bap-
tist Boys Ranch in Harrison. 
Seventeen ranch boys have al-
ready been baptized this year 
and one will be baptized Nov. 
30. Among these were 10 
boys baptized by a local pas-
tor in Bear Creek, located on 
ranch property. Youth Pastor 
Ryan Puls baptized another 
three boys Oct. 27 at First 
Baptist Church, Harrison. 

Ben* is one of these young 
men who made a profession 
of faith in Christ. 

“I felt like a whole new per-
son,” said Ben. “I just didn’t 
feel like I was alone anymore, 
like there was Someone who 
was protecting me from any 
danger, like a Friend for life.”

Since his salvation expe-
rience and baptism, Tom* 
noted, “I told five people 
about the Lord; now they are 
thinking about getting saved. 
And I am going to tell my 
mom about the Lord. God 
grabbed my heart and said it 
was time.”

Perry said ABCHomes 
staff is committed to sharing 
the gospel message with every 
child. 

“The reason we do this: 
Jesus,” said a staff member.

Stella Prather is communica-
tions director for ABCHomes. 
*Names changed for privacy.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

nothing is taboo, the result impacts 
our children, families and the way a 
society generally conducts itself. For 
example, children and young adults 
of the 1960s social and sexual revolu-

tion in America are 
now aging, having 
passed their values 
on to their children 
and their children’s 
children. It should 
be no surprise that 
we are seeing such a 
degradation and ero-
sion of morality and 

proper living.
There isn’t a week that goes by 

that my wife, a public school teacher, 
doesn’t tell me about foul words com-
ing from the children she teaches 
– and oftentimes directed toward 
teachers. While this may not seem 
unusual, keep in mind that my wife is 
a preschool teacher.

It’s a wonder and only by the grace 
of God that ministries like the Ar-
kansas Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries are able to operate 
today in this environment. Commit to 

R ecently, I read an article about 
the filth on TV and how produc-

ers and directors continue to “push 
the envelope” of morality by promi-
nently featuring sex and violence in 
their regular story 
lines.

Even sitcoms 
today regularly 
use vulgar punch 
lines to get a laugh 
around jokes that 
once were consid-
ered “bathroom 
humor.”

Civilized society has always known 
that a sense of morality is the glue 
that holds things together. With his-
torical church culture in disarray, and 
much of the church looking more like 
the world, I must ask, “Are we paying 
attention?”

The secularization of society makes 
the work of the church harder. While 
sinfulness of man is inherent in his 
nature, there was a time not that long 
ago when each and every sin was not 
on display for all to see on nightly TV.

When everything is known and 

Are we paying attention?

Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

pray for its ministry and give to sup-
port its work during their Thanksgiv-
ing Offering emphasis as they seek to 
rescue children and change lives.

As Southern Baptists, we need to 
commit ourselves as never before to 
hold the banner of Jesus Christ high 
as we seek to be His hands and feet in 
a world in such dire need to be trans-

formed through His precious blood.
Let’s commit together to not only 

“pay attention,” but to boldly act with 
our prayers, with our resources and by 
sharing the love of Christ within our 
own spheres of influence.

If we don’t stand for Jesus, who will?
Tim Yarbrough is editor/executive direc-

tor of the Arkansas Baptist News.

Logos 6 Baptist Silver library package 
Logos Bible Software, Faithlife, 2014

Generally speaking, all Bible soft-
ware programs provide search 

functions and the ability to have 
multiple resources open at one time. 
They all come with a fairly high 
entry cost, though, and it is fair to 
ask, “Are they worth it?” 

Today, I’ll review the Logos Bible 
Software, version 6, with the Baptist 
Silver library package, to try to an-
swer that question.

The software. First, the cost is not 
just for the program, but also for a 
library of books. The packages are 
flexible, depending on your needs 
and budget, but our evaluation copy 
included 665 total resources.

Second, the search features are 
excellent. This is one of the primary 

values for the biblical student: search. 
Let’s say you are preparing for a study 
on the Lord’s Supper in your church. 
How many books on your shelves 
explain the biblical texts about the 
Lord’s Supper? How long will it take 
to search them? With 
Logos 6, this search 
returns in under five 
seconds.

Third, Logos 6 
allows resources to 
be sent to your Kindle. Those of you 
without that e-reader model will not 
benefit from this feature, but it allows 
the user to take a resource off their 
computer screen and take it with 
them. 

Fourth, Logos 6 pairs well with pre-

sentation material. If your sermon or 
lesson preparation requires construct-
ing slides or multimedia, Logos makes 
this easy with its Visual Copy feature. 
This feature allows one to simply high-
light a quote and create a slide from 

various templates.
Fifth, Logos 6 con-

nects with and syncs 
across devices and loca-
tions. Logos runs on 
both computers and 

as a mobile application, which all stay 
in sync. I can enter a note while I wait 
at the doctor’s office and then see it 
when I sit down to work on a sermon. 
This flexibility is wonderful.

In all, the features make Logos 6 
a good investment for preparation  

and study.
The library. Faithlife, the parent 

company for Logos 6, has developed 
specialized libraries over the recent 
years. They maintain a standard “re-
search/academic” library as well as 
libraries tailored to denominational 
and theological groups. Within 
those groups, there are levels of ex-
pense, from “Starter” through “Dia-
mond.” 

The Baptist Silver package has 
three major groups of resources. 
Each of these are useful in different 
ways.

First, there are Bibles. This seems 
mundane, but one of the reasons 

See LOGOS page 5

resOurce review
Doug Hibbard
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Would Jesus use Facebook?

Sacrificial restBaptists Ask
Although there are several  
facets of Baptist doctrine, is  
there a distinctive Baptist belief?

The holiday season is upon us! As an introverted home-
body, sometimes the busyness of this season throws 

me for a loop. I do love it. I love the decorations and the 
celebrations. I enjoy the parties and the events, even if I 
sometimes have to pry myself out of the warm house to at-
tend them. 

But I also need rest. And I am not quite sure I like the 
next lesson God has been teaching me 
about rest. You see, in addition to learn-
ing that rest is relational and expected, I 
am also learning that rest is sacrificial. 

I have always been pretty selfish about 
rest. My opinion has always been that 
I need it, and I need it my way or it 
doesn’t count. But when my husband, 
Doug, and I had a conversation about a 
couple of passages of Scripture, I found 
my selfishness challenged. 

In Acts 16:13, we see Paul heading down to the riverside 
in hopes of meeting people gathered there to pray. I have 
never thought much about that action until Doug made a 
thought-provoking observation. He pointed out that Paul’s 
trip outside the city on the Sabbath was a sacrificial act. It 
was outside his norm. It was outside the parameters of rest 
he had been taught during his formative years. 

Paul made a sacrifice. 
So, where was he when he made this sacrifice? He was in 

Philippi. He was making the contacts that would eventu-
ally result in the Philippian church – the same Philippian 
church that brought him incredible joy, according to verses 
like Philippians 1:3. In fact, it could be argued from Scrip-
ture that this particular church provided Paul’s greatest 
source of strength and encouragement. 

But it all started with a sacrifice. 
One of my favorite verses is Hebrews 

3:13. I have always loved the idea of en-
couragement among believers. But as I 
look at Paul’s sacrificial investment in 
the Philippian church – and the return 
it brought – I see Hebrews 3:13 in a new 
light. I see that we receive our greatest en-
couragement, strength and support when 
we are willing to sacrifice for one another, 
even in rest. 

Now, sacrificial rest does require care because it still 
must be rest. It cannot become just another source of busy-
ness. But what would happen if we were willing to put 
aside our selfish conceptions of rest and determine instead 
to rest in fellowship with our fellow believers? 

As the holidays press in, I pray God will show me exactly 
how to rest sacrificially – and that He will allow even my 
rest to bear the fruit of joy and encouragement for others. 

Ann Hibbard is a pastor’s wife and member of First Baptist 
Church, Almyra.

The debate continues. While some see Facebook and 
other social media as a cyber cesspool of sin, many 

Arkansas church leaders have discovered that Facebook 
is one of the best ways to communicate to their members 
and beyond. Had Facebook been available when Jesus was 
on this earth, would He have had a Facebook profile? Let’s 
consider what we know about His use 
of communication methods.

Jesus connected with people in the 
places where they regularly gathered. 
Whether in the Temple area, at a wed-
ding party, in the market area or in 
the countryside, Jesus went to where 
the people gathered. To date, there are 
more than 500 million people on Face-
book. To put that in perspective, the 
entire population of the United States is 316 million. That 
makes Facebook a significant gathering place.

Some argue, “Facebook is so full of moral filth.” 
Let’s not forget that Jesus spent time eating with morally 

filthy people, spending time in their homes and meeting 
them where they lived – behavior for which the religious 
elite often judged Him. 

Jesus is a master storyteller and a multisensory commu-
nicator. Through His stories, He was able to paint pictures 
in the minds of His listeners and drive home complex 
spiritual truths, making them understandable for even 
the most simpleminded. He was even known to draw in 

the dirt or turn a dead tree or a fish into an object lesson. 
Facebook enables one to post photographs and videos and 
to post commentary on them.

Jesus was a dialogical teacher. He encouraged His stu-
dents and listeners to ask questions. And He honestly, 
directly and respectfully answered them. Sometimes those 

dialogical conversations were public; other 
times they were private. Facebook provides 
forums for both public and private dialog. 
It is important to use wisdom when decid-
ing whether or not a comment or dialogue 
should be public or private. When in 
doubt, keep it private.

So, yes, I believe Jesus would utilize 
Facebook. Facebook and other social 
media are tools. Like the tongue, they can 

be used productively or destructively. Consider how you 
might utilize Facebook or other social media to commu-
nicate God’s love, grace and truth to individuals or to the 
masses. 

Most Facebook users don’t want to be “preached to,” 
but your Facebook “friends” would likely read encouraging 
reports of answered prayer, meaningful spiritual insights 
and real-life examples of how Jesus is making a difference 
in your life. It is seldom productive to engage in an online 
theological or philosophical argument.  And remember: “A 
soft word turns away anger” (Prov. 15:1).

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

uncOvered
dish

Ann Hibbard

Gore

Answering
his cAll

Eric Ramsey

for Logos is searching the text of the 
Bible. This collection has 17 English 
Bibles and a full complement of 
Hebrew and Greek texts for original 
language study. With the built-in text 
comparison or interlinear features, 
one can readily see a full picture of 
the passage at hand.

Second, there are general resources. 
These delve into Christian history, bibli-
cal backgrounds and general theology. 
These are drawn from a variety of sources 
and some may not be as agreeable as 
others. The commentaries included 
come from both conservative and liberal 
sources, evangelical and critical authors, 
and have devotional and technical focus 
points. 

Third, there are Baptist resources. 
These are what separates Logos Baptist 

continued from page 4
LOGOS

E.  Y. Mullins, in his signifi-
cant work “The Axioms of 

Religion” (1908), reviewed several 
important doctrines that Baptists 
espouse. He surmised that Bap-
tist doctrine originated neither 
from man, nor the established 
Church; instead, 
it came from a 
diligent reading 
of the Scriptures, 
through the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance. 
Mullins therefore 
concluded that 
the “historical sig-
nificance” of Bap-
tists was “soul competency.” 

In soul competency, Christians 
are free to learn what they believe 
and why they believe it. Mullins 
did not mean that believers were 
self-sufficient; instead, they were 
only competent through Christ. 
Believers need the Holy Spirit to 
understand spiritual things, and 
they are responsible to God for 
their beliefs and actions.  

It is from soul competency that 
Mullins created the six axioms 
of religion: (1) theological, the 
holy and loving God has a right 
to be sovereign; (2) religious, all 
souls have an equal right to direct 
access to God; (3) ecclesiasti-
cal, all believers have a right to 
equal privileges in the church; 
(4) moral, to be responsible, man 
must be free; (5) religio-civic, a 
free church in a free state, and 
(6) social, love your neighbor as 
yourself.

These axioms – and soul com-
petency – are foundational to 
Mullins’ work “Baptist Beliefs” 
(1912). In it, he provided Scrip-
ture references next to each sec-
tion. This not only shows where 
the statement originated, it also 
gives individuals the opportunity 
to search the Scriptures for them-
selves. Mullins became the chief 
architect for the first Baptist Faith 
and Message in 1925.

Soul competency is the re-
sponsibility of all believers, and 
it allows them to grow in Christ 
through the study of God’s Word. 
When Christians receive the Holy 
Spirit upon salvation, they have 
the opportunity to study, reflect 
and understand the Scriptures in 
the best way possible.

Ken Gore is chairman of the depart-
ment of Christian Studies at Williams 
Baptist College.

from Logos Reformed or Logos Lu-
theran. They include the complete 
collection of Spurgeon’s sermons, 
works on Baptist heritage (though 
H. Leon McBeth’s “The Baptist 
Heritage” is sold separately from 
this package) and works on Baptist 
doctrine and polity. These provide a 
ready reference for our own studies.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Almyra. He reviews books 
and other pastor resources for the ABN.
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Did a Baptist church split help birth America?
David Roach
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP) – If not for 
a Baptist church split, the Pil-
grims might never have come 
to America.

Sort of.
John Smyth, who often is 

credited with being the first 
Baptist, pastored a church 
where many of the Christians 
who later came to be known 
as Pilgrims were members. 
But when Smyth began to 
argue with the future Pilgrims 
over church government, they 
formed another church under 
the leadership of John Robin-
son. In 1620, a portion of Rob-
inson’s congregation sailed to 
Plymouth, Mass., aboard the 
Mayflower.

Following the split, Smyth 
became convinced that the 
Bible teaches believer’s bap-
tism and launched the Baptist 
movement.

“Most people don’t realize 
how closely the Pilgrims and 
the first Baptists were related. 
John Smyth and (Plymouth 
Colony governor) William 
Bradford knew each other, 
and in fact Smyth pastored 
the church where many of the 
Pilgrims were members before 
they left England for Holland 
and then sailed to America,” 
Jason Duesing, provost at Mid-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, told Baptist Press in 
written comments. “The world 
of English Separatism was very 
intertwined. Those that be-
came Baptists were a formative 
part of the story that led to the 
first Thanksgiving.”

Smyth and the Pilgrims 
both emerged from a move-
ment in England known as 
“Separatism.”

In the late 1500s and early 
1600s, the Church of England, 
which was controlled by the 
British monarch, was Protes-
tant in its doctrine but largely 
followed Catholic worship 
practice. A group of Chris-
tians known as “Puritans” ob-
jected to Catholic rituals and 
thought worship should only 
include elements taught in the 
Bible. Many Puritans tried to 
reform the Church of England 
without leaving its member-
ship, but some radical Puri-
tans separated from the state 
church altogether and formed 
what historians call Separatist 
congregations.

Being a Separatist could be 

trying. Many were imprisoned, 
and some were even executed 
for their beliefs.

A forthcoming Baptist his-
tory textbook from B&H 
Academic titled “The Baptist 
Story” explains, “In an effort to 
curb the growth of Separatists, 
a law was passed in April 1593 
requiring everyone over the age 
of 16 to attend the church of 
their local parish, which com-
prised all who lived within a 
certain geographic boundary.”

Failure to obey the law 
“for an entire 
month meant 
i m p r i s o n -
ment,” B&H 
authors An-
thony Chute, 
Nathan Finn 
and Michael 
Haykin wrote. 
“If, three months following an 
individual’s release from pris-
on, he or she still refused to 
conform, the person was to be 
given a choice of exile or death. 
In other words, the established 
church and the state were hop-
ing to be rid of the Separatist 
problem by sending those who 
were recalcitrant into exile.”

Faced with the choice of 
exile or death, most Separat-
ists opted for exile, including 
about 40 who ended up in 
Amsterdam with their pastor, 
Francis Johnson.

In 1608, a second Separatist 
church traveled to Amsterdam 
pastored by Smyth. At first, 
the two congregations fellow-
shipped with each other. Their 

pastors had known each other 
since Johnson served as one of 
Smyth’s tutors at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, according 
to “The Baptist Story.”

But conflict emerged when 
Smyth took issue with the 
Johnson congregation’s dis-
tinction between pastors, 
teachers and ruling elders 
among its leadership. Smyth 
believed Scripture combined 
the three positions into one of-
fice, the pastor/elder, and he 
said every church should have 

multiple elders or pastors. This 
and other differences led to a 
break of fellowship between 
the two churches. 

The doctrinal conflict also 
contributed to a split in the 
church led by Smyth – though 
historians disagree about 
whether the church split oc-
curred in England or the Neth-
erlands.

John Robinson led a fac-
tion of about 100 members 
from the Smyth church, who 
eventually relocated to the city 
of Leiden and became known 
as Pilgrims, famously mov-
ing to America and landing 
on Plymouth Rock in 1620. 
Smyth soon came to believe 
that only followers of Jesus 

should be baptized and admin-
istered baptism to himself and 
his congregation by pouring. 
Later Thomas Helwys assumed 
leadership of the congregation, 
which some regard as the first 
English Baptist church, when 
Smyth sought to join a Men-
nonite church in the Nether-
lands.

Years later, when Bradford 
recounted the Pilgrims’ jour-
ney to America, as well as their 
celebration of the first Thanks-
giving in 1621, he noted their 

interaction with 
the Baptists.

Among the 
members of 
an early Sepa-
ratist church, 
Bradford wrote 
in “Of Plym-
outh Planta-

tion,” was “Mr. John Smyth, a 
man of able gifts and a good 
preacher, who afterwards was 
chosen their pastor. But these 
afterwards falling into some er-
rors in the Low Countries” – a 
reference to the congregation’s 
adoption of Baptist views in 
the Netherlands – “there (for 
the most part) buried them-
selves and their names.”

Despite the Pilgrims’ un-
favorable view of Baptists, 
Duesing said they should be 
remembered with thankfulness 
this Thanksgiving.

“This congregation of ‘pil-
grims’ had already endured 
the arduous journey of leaving 
England due to ... persecution 
from the established church, 

yet, a section of them desired 
still to travel further,” Duesing 
said. “Life in Holland was dif-
ficult for English expatriates, 
and for some a prosperous fu-
ture both for the church and 
in terms of economic and so-
cial survival, seemed dim. The 
Mayflower group determined 
to leave ... for New England, 
then, in part to continue to 
have the freedom to establish 
their church separate from 
the state, but also to do so 
in an environment that gave 
more potential for long-term 
survival. The idea of America 
seemed worth another arduous 
and costly journey for these 
reasons.”

As Bradford wrote, the Pil-
grims also hoped to be a part 
of “propagating and advancing 
the Gospel of the Kingdom of 
Christ in those remote parts of 
the world.”

In another connection to 
Baptists, many of the Pilgrims’ 
descendants – the New Eng-
land Congregationalists – be-
came Baptists during the First 
Great Awakening of the 1730s 
and 1740s.

All Christians, including 
Baptists, should study the Pil-
grims, Duesing said, because 
they were “a heroic group who 
sought a better life for their 
children and grandchildren 
centered around a church 
faithful to the New Testament 
and positioned for seeking the 
advance of the Gospel.”

David Roach is chief national 
correspondent for Baptist Press.

The painting above is a depiction of the first Thanksgiving by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris.

‘Most people don’t realize how  
closely the Pilgrims and  

the first Baptists were related.’

Thanksgiving
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Camp Paron celebrates 50 years of ministry to Arkansas Baptists
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

PARON – Tucked into the 
woods 30 miles west of Little 
Rock, Camp Paron is a hid-
den treasure of Arkansas Bap-
tist life – and 2014 marks the 
camp’s 50th anniversary.

The story of Camp Paron 
began in 1962 with the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) purchase of 263 acres 
of land in Paron. Following 
two years of preparation, the 
camp opened as a facility for 
Arkansas Baptist Royal Ambas-
sadors (RAs) and Girls in Ac-
tion (GAs) students in 1964.

Throughout the years, 

Camp Paron has expanded its 
scope from simply a camp for 
RAs and GAs to a multifac-
eted camp and retreat center, 
which hosts numerous events 
and groups from Arkansas and 

beyond each year.
During the aftermath of 

Hurricane Katrina in 2005, 
Camp Paron hosted more 
than 200 refugees for more 
than three months. Every 
three years, the camp hosts a 
national Lao Baptist youth re-
treat. Each year, Arkansas Bap-
tist colleges Williams Baptist 
College and Ouachita Baptist 
University host their fall re-
treats at the camp. 

Throughout its history, 
Camp Paron’s leadership have 
worked diligently to constantly 
improve and evolve its facility 
and amenities to better meet 
the needs of Arkansas Baptists 
and other visitors from across 

the country.
In 1971, 

C a m p 
Paron hired 
its first full-
time camp 
m a n a g e r . 
In 1974, 
the camp 
added an 
in f i rmar y 
and snack 
shack to its 

grounds. In 1984, the camp’s 
chapel was completed. In 
1986, the camp added a guest-
house, and in 1991, it added 
basketball courts and a swim-
ming pool.

Following a fire in 1997, 
which burned the camp’s din-
ing hall and kitchen, the camp 
continued to function by rent-
ing a local high school’s kitch-
en. Eventually, the dining hall 
and kitchen were rebuilt, along 
with a new 26-room adult con-
ference center.

In 2009, the camp added a 
Frisbee golf course and remod-
eled its infirmary into staff 
housing. In 2010, the camp’s 
current managers, Curt and 
Vicki Blankenship, repur-
posed a temporary building 
– which housed Tide’s laun-
dry facilities during the three 
months in which the camp 
hosted Hurricane Katrina refu-
gees – into a camp office.

In 2011, in partnership with 
Arkansas Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU), Camp Paron 
completed the Julia Ketner 
Prayer Garden.

Jeff Corley works as the AB-
SC’s controller. Since 2008, he 
has also served as camp direc-
tor for Camp Paron.

Corley said Camp Paron 
has been and continues to be 
an incredible resource for Ar-
kansas Baptists.

“It started out with rustic 
cabins and has progressed now 
to a pretty decent hotel,” said 
Corley.

At this time, Corley said 
there is a task force working 
to “revision” the future of the 
camp and actively work to ren-

ovate, improve and add to its 
existing resources. 

He said the camp is current-
ly looking into renovating its 
camp store, the Trading Post, 
into a coffee shop-style meet-
ing place, updating the chapel 
to facilitate contemporary wor-
ship and event needs and add-
ing more hands-on activities 
and attractions that visitors 
could participate in while on 
campus.

“The future is very bright. 
There are things in the works 
with recreation and other 
things. Give it a year and it 
will look a lot different,” said 
Corley.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ark. evangelism conf. Jan. 26
SHERWOOD – The 2015 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention State Conference 
on Evangelism and Church 
Growth will be held at First 
Baptist Church in Sherwood 
Jan. 26-27.

The two-day event will start 
at 1 p.m. Jan. 26, and contin-
ue through noon Jan. 27.

Featured speakers include 
Kevin Hamm, pastor of Gar-
dendale First Baptist Church, 
Gardendale, Ala.; Tom Elliff, 
former president of the Inter-
national Mission Board; Alvin 
Reid, professor of evangelism 
and student ministry at South-
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C.; 

Michael Catt, pastor of Sher-
wood Baptist Church, Albany, 
Ga.; Robert Smith, profes-
sor of Christian preaching, 
Beeson Divinity School, Bir-
mingham, Ala.; Steve Gaines, 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Cordova, Tenn.; and 
Brent Crowe, vice president of 
Student Leadership Univer-
sity, Orlando, Fla.

Worship will be led by re-
cording artist Charles Billings-
ley, worship leader at Thomas 
Road Baptist Church, Lynch-
burg, Va.

For more information, 
contact Karen West at 501-
376-4791, ext. 5128, or email 
kwest@absc.org.

Camp Paron was opened in 1964 by the Arkansas Baptist State Convention as a camp for Arkansas Baptist Royal Ambassadors 
(RAs) and Girls in Action (GAs). Camp Paron’s chapel (above) was completed in 1984. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough
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Every coin counts: giving what they don’t have to missions
Margaret Colson
IMB special assignment writer

MONROE, Ga. (BP) – Pen-
nies. Nickels. Dimes. Quarters.

For many people, it’s pock-
et change: coins found in the 
cup holder of their car, in the 
cushions of their sofa, in the 
pants they haven’t worn since 
last year.

But for residents of Con-
estoga Mobile Home Park in 
Monroe, Ga., it’s valuable 
money, quite possibly the only 
money they have.

And, they’re 
willing to give this 
money – the coins 
they can’t really 
spare – to the Lot-
tie Moon Christ-
mas Offering for 
International Mis-
sions so people 
they have never 
met in places they 
have never heard 
of can hear the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

“They are more than happy 
to give what they don’t have,” 
said Pam Whitehead, a South-
ern Baptist missionary at the 
trailer park through the North 
American Mission Board, “so 
that others throughout the 
world can come to know the 
Jesus that they have come to 
know.”

Whitehead’s passion for 
reaching the nations started 
at a young age. She learned 
about Southern Baptist mis-
sions through Girls in Action 
and Acteens. She would line 
her dolls up in her room and 
tell them about Jesus.

Called to serve at Cones-
toga, Whitehead shared the 
gospel with the people there, 
many of whom were so im-
mersed in poverty that they 
had no interest in the world 
beyond their own broken-
down front doorsteps.

Once dubbed the “door-
step of hell” by Whitehead’s 
late husband because of its 
notoriety for violence, drug 
trafficking, transience – even 
satanic rituals – the trailer 
park has cleaned up a lot since 
the Whiteheads began leading 
the Southern Baptist ministry 
there about 10 years ago. 

Yet one thing hasn’t changed.
“My people,” as Whitehead 

warmly refers to the trailer 
park residents, “do not have 
money like most of us.” 

Still, the people have 
learned from the tireless mis-

sionary, now a widowed moth-
er of four young adult chil-
dren, including one son with 
Asperger’s syndrome, to not 
let their circumstances dictate 
their obedience to God. 

Since 2007, The Lighthouse 
at Conestoga Mission, through 
Whitehead’s persistent leader-
ship, has set an annual goal 
of raising $100 for the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering.

In the single-wide trailer 
that is home to the mission, 
a life-size cardboard cutout of 
the offering’s namesake, Lottie 

Moon, stands 
upright.

“Miss Lottie 
stood this tall,” 
said James, one 
Conestoga resi-
dent, raising 
one hand below 
his own broad 
shoulders.

Then, stretch-
ing his arms out 

wide, he continued, “But her 
heart was this big.” 

The convicted felon, who 
said he used his time in prison 
for Christian recommitment, 

reclaimed the cardboard cut-
out from the park dumpster, 
where it had been discarded 
after mold and mildew had 
made the missionary a “spot-
ted Lottie” following a roof 
collapse in the double-wide 
trailer where the mission used 
to gather.  

He restored the cardboard 
missionary and triumphantly 
brought her to a makeshift pic-
nic table “sanctuary” one Sun-
day morning in February, just 
as Whitehead was announcing 
the annual offering goal. 

Most churches collect their 
international missions offering 
in December. The Conestoga 
Christians begin collecting 
their offering in February, and 
they continue to collect for 
about six months, before the 

financial pressures of the holi-
days take hold.

In the midmorning air, 
Whitehead stood beside the 
cardboard cutout of Lottie 
Moon, thinking of groups 
throughout the world who 
meet “under trees,” and told 
her people that, by giving to 

the offering, they can be a part 
of taking the gospel through-
out the world.  

For the Conestoga believ-
ers, $100 is a huge goal.

“I wanted the goal to be 
one they could reach, but chal-
lenging at the same time,” ex-
plained Whitehead.

“It’s like the widow’s mite 
in the New Testament,” said 
Allen Hill, interim director of 
missions for Appalachee Bap-
tist Association and a former 

International Mission Board 
(IMB) missionary.

“So often we just give what 
is ‘left over,’ but these people 
give everything they have,” 
said Hill, who now serves as 
an IMB trustee.

Every coin given by the 
Conestoga Christians is cause 

for celebration.
“One of the little boys in 

the park came running in one 
day, screaming and hollering 
and waving his hand, saying, 
‘Miss Pam, I have 50 cents! I 
have 50 cents, and the people 
over the ocean can hear about 
Jesus,’” Whitehead recalled.

For every $4 collected, 
Whitehead reveals another 
word of John 3:16 on a poster 
board.

In 2014, the entire verse 
was “bought” in less than six 
months, and the joyful group 
wanted to keep giving, with the 
final offering totaling $128. 

Along with giving sacrificial-
ly to the Lottie Moon offering, 
the Conestoga Christians pray 
for the gospel to be shared 
throughout the world.

The small group of believers 
has personally met the Kelley* 
family serving in South Asia 
through the IMB. They pray 
regularly for the family and for 
an unreached people group 
the family is seeking to reach.

When stateside, the Kelley 
family visits Whitehead and 
the Conestoga believers.

“If we did not have partners 
like Pam and her people pray-
ing for us and reminding us 
that we are not in the battle 
alone, we would have been de-
feated a long time ago,” said 
Joanna Kelley.* “Their prayers 
give us strength and encour-
agement to press through the 
hard times, and then we also 
love being able to celebrate an-
swered prayers with them!” 

For resources or to donate 
to the Lottie Moon offering, 
visit imb.org/offering. The 
Week of Prayer for Internation-
al Missions is Nov. 30-Dec. 7.

*Name changed for security 
purposes.

Margaret Colson is a freelance 
writer who lives in Georgia.

Isaiah, one of The Lighthouse at Conestoga Mission’s youngest members, gives money to help reach their Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering goal. Photo by Mark Sandlin
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Reg Hamman ministers through recycling Christian resources
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
Christian literature and mate-
rials give churches and minis-
tries a curriculum with which 
to facilitate biblical education 
and discipleship. However, 
most of these materials are 
either forgotten about or dis-
posed of after just one use.

About 10 years ago, Reg 
Hamman, member of Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, realized that boxes 
upon boxes of perfectly good 
biblical education materials 
and Bibles were not being uti-
lized to their full potential.

Today, Hamman collects 
used resources and donates 
them to Love Packages, a 
ministry based in Butler, Ill., 
which collects and distributes 
them to Christians across the 
globe. Along with churches 
and individuals, Love Packages 
has also partnered with organi-
zations like Billy Graham and 
LifeWay Christian Resources.

Hamman partners with 
Park Hill Baptist, the North 

Pulaski Baptist Association in 
North Little Rock and mul-
tiple other churches in gather-
ing used materials and Bibles. 

Hamman said that most 
churches and ministries re-
ceive new materials each quar-
ter. Following the arrival of 
the new materials, Hamman 
gathers boxes of used materi-
als and delivers them to Love 
Packages’ facility in Illinois.

For Hamman, recycling 
used Christian educational 
materials and Bibles has  
become a passion.

“I have tried to be a good 
steward of the materials. … I 
just feel like that instead of 
putting them in a landfill or 
recycling them, we ought to try 
to use them,” said Hamman. 

“There are people that are 
thrilled to have those ma-
terials around the world. … 
It is an opportunity to see 
it (materials) used for the  
kingdom,” he said.

He said that in the past two 
to three months, he has taken 
one dozen pallets of collected 
used materials to Love Pack-
ages’ clearinghouse. 

Hamman said he is always 
looking for more churches 
who would be willing to do-
nate their used materials. 
One of his future goals is to 
begin collecting materials at  

Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention events, such as the an-
nual meeting and evangelism 
conference.

For more information on 
donating used resources and 

Christian literature materials, 
contact Hamman at 501-779-
6719 or regandglenda@sbc-
global.net.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Reg Hamman, member of Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock, packs boxes to 
donate to Love Packages, a ministry that ships used Christian resources worldwide.

ABN to publish evangelism directory
THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
News will publish an evange-
lism directory in conjunction 
with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 2015 State 
Convention on Evangelism 
and Church Growth set to 
take place Jan 26-27.

The directory will feature 
all types of ministries, includ-
ing vocational evangelism 
ministries, creative and music 
ministries, women’s minis-
tries, children’s and youth 

ministries and marriage en-
richment ministries.

Discounted ads are avail-
able in various sizes and will 
include the ministry’s name, 
contact information, website 
and a general summary of the 
ministry, along with a photo.

For more information 
or to schedule an ad, email 
steve@arkansasbaptist.org or 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5161. 
The deadline for scheduling 
all ads is Dec. 15.
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Ark. Baptist Foundation board prepares for new leader in 2015
LITTLE ROCK – The Ar-
kansas Baptist Foundation 
board of trustees used its fall 
meeting to set the stage for a 
change in leadership set for  
March 1.

After David Moore, Foun-
dation president for the past 
21 years, read to the board his 
official retirement notification 
dated Feb. 28, 2015, the board 
elected Bobby G. Thomas of 
Cabot to serve as the new pres-
ident and treasurer beginning 
March 1. Thomas currently 
serves as an institutional con-
sultant with Merrill Lynch and 
has served as the Foun-
dation’s consultant 
since 2000. 

“The meeting was 
closed with a special 
prayer for Thomas 
where Board members, 
staff and guests laid 
hands on their new 
leader,” said Moore in 
a press release about the meet-
ing.

In other business, the 
board:

– Heard a report from 
David Perry, executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries, who shared the im-
pact that their agency is hav-
ing in the lives of children and 
families. The board approved 
a change in the medical in-

surance program, a matching 
charitable gift program for em-
ployees and the 2015 budget.  

– Heard a review of various 
real estate properties owned by 
the Foundation, as well as the 
estates that are under adminis-
tration, from Dillon McClain, 
Foundation attorney. McClain 
explained that he had assisted 
Ricky Lee, senior pastor at 
First Baptist Church in Sher-
wood, with a charitable estate 
over which Lee is the executor. 
McClain explained that this es-
tate would soon be closed. Lee 
led a devotional time earlier in 

the meeting.
– Were told about 

an unusual anony-
mous $1,000 dona-
tion that was received 
online by the Foun-
dation. Moore ex-
plained that normally 
an undesignated gift 
would be put into the 

Foundation’s operations, but 
this one was unusual in that it 
came from an old online giv-
ing link that is rarely used. The 
only other gifts being received 
at that same time were for the 
Stephen Holt Memorial Fund.  
Moore said when Holt, a Little 
Rock attorney, died at a rela-
tively young age, friends from 
all over the country began do-
nating online to fund a new 
church building in Paraguay 

where Holt had been active 
in volunteer missions. Moore 
explained that while the on-
line giving service had been 
unsuccessful in obtaining any 
further information from the 
donor, he felt that the timing 
of the gift indicated that it was 
intended for the Holt fund. 
The board approved Moore’s 
recommendation.  

– Heard a report from 
Tommy Vaughan, head of the 
Foundation’s budget com-
mittee, regarding the Foun-
dation’s operating budget. 
Vaughan called the report a 
“blessing” report, saying the 
Foundation has enjoyed “a 
very positive year in its opera-
tions.” Additionally, Cathy 
Brandt presented the Founda-
tion’s investment committee 
report. Thomas wrapped up 
the reports with a review of 
the performance of the various 
common funds at the Founda-
tion.

Also during the meeting, 
Moore recognized three mem-
bers who were rotating off 
the board and commended 
them for their years of service. 
They were: Lee McGlone, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in 
Arkadelphia; Phil Cox, a Little 
Rock certified public accoun-
tant (CPA), and Tom Staley, 
a Little Rock attorney. The 
board elected its 2015 officers. 

They are: Vaughan, a Little 
Rock attorney, chairman; Judy 
Jones, a Benton CPA, vice 

chairman, and Noyl Hous-
ton, a Jonesboro attorney,  
secretary.

Moore

New Arkansas Baptist Foundation officers are Tommy Vaughn (center), chairman; 
Judy Jones (left), vice chairman, and Noyl Houston, secretary.
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Church attendance trademark of couple’s marriage
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – Faithful 
church attendance has been 
a characteristic of Vonnie and 
Martha Kinnaird’s marriage 
since day one – literally. 

The couple got married on 
a Saturday and attended re-
vival that evening. The next 
morning, they attended Sun-
day school and church. And 
for the next 70 years, the Kin-
nairds continued going to 
church at every opportunity.

The couple celebrated their 
70th anniversary Sept. 23.

“It’s been a wonderful 
70 years, and every time the 
church doors were open, we 
were there, unless we were 
sick,” said Martha Kinnaird, 
adding they have two sons 
whom they raised to under-
stand the importance of at-
tending church. “And I think 
the Lord has just blessed us … 
for being faithful.”

The Kinnairds are members 
of Second Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia.

Martha Kinnaird said they 
have lived for the Lord – their 
main goal being to “please 

Him and be faithful.”
“There’s been some hard 

places, but we just pray about 
those things and the Lord al-
ways hears our prayers and 
gives us strength for whatever 

our need is,” she said.
She added that she thinks 

the key to a long and lasting 
marriage is “trusting in the 
Lord and doing a lot of pray-
ing and being faithful and put-
ting the Lord first.”

“Stay away from the world. 
Live at home. Go to church on 
Sunday,” added Vonnie Kin-
naird, who is a deacon at Sec-
ond Baptist, noting that often 
people want to mix and mingle 
with the things of the world. 

“The world has never had 
any ties to our lives,” he said.

Stan Parris, pastor of Sec-
ond Baptist, said he has “never 
known two kinder, nicer, 
sweeter people.”

“They’re here to worship, 
and they’re here to learn,” he 
said about the couple’s church 
attendance. “On Wednesday 
nights when I do Bible study, 
they’re just soaking it in. Most 
of the time, they’ll tell me 
something they’ve learned.”

The church recognized the 

couple Sept. 21, presenting 
them with a book of letters 
and flowers for Martha.

“What a testimony it was 
the Sunday we asked them to 
stand in celebration of 70 years 
– because we have a lot of uni-
versity students in our church. 
And what a testimony to them 
to say, ‘This is what marriage 
is; this is what it’s about.’ And 
so it was a great time for our 
church,” said Parris.

Association churches donate ‘Quarters for Kids’
NASHVILLE – If you don’t 
think “every little bit helps,” 
then just ask senior adults at 
the Little River Baptist Associa-
tion in Nashville.

For the 10th year, the senior 
adults in the southwest Ar-
kansas association have been 
taking part in an annual mis-
sion venture to raise funds for 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Minis-

tries (ABCHomes.) Known as 
“Quarters for Kids,” the fun-
draiser this year brought in 
$22,247 in quarters and a few 
other monetary gifts.

Since 2006, the annual 
fundraiser has brought in 
more than $130,000 for AB-
CHomes.

The funds will be distrib-
uted to each resident in the 
care of ABCHomes, every 

ABCHomes houseparent and 
every child of a houseparent. 
Each recipient will receive a 
designated amount to purchase 
Christmas gifts for their loved 
ones and friends. An addition-
al gift will be given to each resi-
dent to spend on themselves.

Spearheaded annually by 
Mary Ann Jones, Little River 
Baptist Association senior 
adult director, the project en-

courages association churches 
to collect quarters for AB-
CHomes. At least 21 associa-
tion churches took part in this 
year’s fundraising event.

Stella Prather, director 
of communications for AB-
CHomes, said churches col-
lected quarters in reusable con-
tainers like pitchers, vases and 
purses that were distributed to 
ABCHomes campuses.

Vonnie and Martha Kinnaird recent-
ly celebrated their 70th anniversary. 
Their story was published in the 
Arkadelphia Siftings Herald (right).
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

 Send resumes for senior pastor to EHBC, 703 E. 
Walters, Harrison, AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@
eagleheightharrison.org.

Trinity Baptist Church in Pocola, Okla., is accepting 
resumes for a full-time pastor. Please mail resume 
and references to Pastor Search Committee, Trinity 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 366, Pocola, OK 74902.

Spradling Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Please send resume including 
references to Spradling Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, 3515 N. 50th Street, Fort Smith, AR 72904.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain Pine is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resume to 
Cedar Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 
303 Gum Springs Road, Mountain Pine, AR 71956.

Ridgecrest Baptist Church in St. Charles, Mo., a 
multistaff church with an average attendance of 400, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. For details go to www.
ridgecrest.org and click on the Pastor Search Commit-
tee link in the upper left corner.

First Baptist Church of Delaware is seeking a full 
time or bi-vocational pastor. Please send re-
sume to  FBC Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 70, 
Delaware, AR. 72835.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a full-time 
or bi-vocational pastor. Please send resume to 
FBC, P.O. Box 1188, Tuckerman, AR 72473.

FBC, Augusta, is seeking resumes for full time 
pastor. Please send resume to FBC Search Commit-
tee, 310 Pearl St., Augusta, AR 72006.

First Baptist Church (SBC) of Evening Shade is seek-
ing a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. Please 

send resume to FBCES Pastor Search Committee, 290 AR 
230, Cave City, AR 72521. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resumes to 
newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

The Arkansas River Valley Baptist Association is in 
search for God’s man to lead our association. 
For more information, please see our website: ARVBA.
com - AM job description. Please send resumes to At-
tention A.M. Search Team, Arkansas River Valley Baptist 
Association, 801 E. 16th, Russellville, AR 72801. We will 
be accepting resumes till Dec. 31, 2014.

Southern Heights Baptist Church is currently seeking 
both a full-time youth pastor and a full-time 
worship leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., Berryville, 
AR 72616.

First Baptist Church, Lepanto, is searching for a wor-
ship leader and student pastor. Both positions 
are part-time. Email resumes to Anthony@fbclepanto.
com.

Rose Bud First Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
youth pastor. Send Resume to Rose Bud First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 167, Rose Bud, AR 72137, or email re-
sume to rbfbc@windstream.net.

Levy church seeks pianist: Apply to 3501 Pike Ave., 
North Little Rock, 72118 or steventiner@levybaptist.
com.

First Baptist Church, Pea Ridge is prayerfully seeking 
a part-time children’s ministry director to lead 
volunteers and kids birth-sixth grade. Salary commen-

surate with experience. Request more information or 
send resumes: al@prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192.

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, Okla., is 
seeking a full-time children’s minister. Send 
resumes to Children’s Minister Search Committee, c/o 
New Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Dun-
can, OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cableone.net.

Part-time kitchen assistant needed at Park 
Hill Baptist Church in North Little Rock. Information 
for this position can be obtained at plowery@parkh-
illbaptist.org or 501-771-6755.

Hopedale Baptist Church, Ozark, Mo., is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. Send resumes and 
a video link if possible to tkendrick@hopedale.org or 
mail to 5370 N. State Highway NN, Ozark, MO 65721.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is seeking a 
full-time minister of music to lead our blended 
worship services. Located in central Arkansas, Union 
Valley has an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing adult and 
youth choirs, as well as the praise band. Send resume 
to timsparks@centurytel.net.

Full-time worship pastor: FBC, Wagoner, 
Okla., is currently looking for an enthusiastic individu-
al to lead our traditional and contemporary service, as 
well as worship band. Please send inquiries to mark@
fbcwagoner.com.

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, Okla.,  
is seeking a full-time minister of music. Send 
resumes to Minister of Music Search Committee, c/o 
New Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Dun-
can, OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cableone.net. 

Grace Baptist, a growing church of 200 in at-
tendance, in Rogers, seeking a part-time music 

minister. For more information and to submit your 
resume, go to www.gbcrogers.com.

Pianist needed at Calvary Baptist Church in Ben-
ton. Contact Jerry Williams: 501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a full-
time youth minister. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 71646 or email us 
at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

Congo Road Baptist Church of Benton is seeking a 
part-time youth minister. Please send resume to 
Congo Road Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor, P.O. Box 1218, 
Benton, AR 72018-1218 or email jeff@congoroadbap-
tistchurch.org.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Furnished condo for rent in Little Rock: one 
bedroom/two bath, furnished office and fold-out 
couch (sleep four max), 1,050 sqft hardwoods, full-
size w/d. Stocked kitchen and baths. Stay a month 
($1,600), a week ($700), a day ($125). Cable, internet, 
pool and patio with gas grills. In Midtown minutes 
from hospitals, shopping and University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock. Available Nov. 1, 2014. Toni at 501-765-
0158, tonipoindexter@gmail.com.

For sale: 1987 TMCI 47-passenger bus 
“coach.” $13,500. For more information, call Michael: 
870-240-6648.

Hackett FBC is interested in purchasing used com-
mercial playground equipment. Please call Joe 
at 479-597-6644.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are
 celebrating birthdays in the month of December.

◆ Dec. 1: Paul Spann, OBU Box 3456, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Madagascar. 
◆ Dec. 9: Rebekah Brandhorst, OBU Box 3894, Arkadelphia,  
 AR 71998-0001; Brazil. 
◆  Dec. 26: Jeneal Murphy, OBU Box 3610, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Ukraine. 

Church life
The music ministry of Oak 

Cliff Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith, will present Keyboards 
at Christmas, a musical cele-
bration of the birth of Christ, 
Dec. 5-7, featuring four grand 
pianos and choirs and special 
guests Rosalie Walker Russell 
and Gini Law. For more in-

Obituaries
Hardy Bell, 72, of Sher-

wood, died 
Nov. 16. He was 
associate pastor 
at Sylvan Hills 
First Baptist 
Church, Sher-
wood, for 35 
years. He also 
served on the 

executive committee of Abun-
dant Life Ministries of Hon-
duras. He is preceded in death 
by a sister. He is survived by 
his wife of 52 years, Nina 
Webb Bell, a brother and a 
sister. Funeral services were 
held Nov. 20 at Sylvan Hills 
First Baptist Church. Burial 
followed at Sardis Cemetery, 
Sparkman.

Frank Roland Chappell, 
83, from Dell, 
died Oct. 24. 
He was a mem-
ber of First 
Baptist Church, 
Blytheville. He 
graduated from 
Williams Bap-
tist College and 
pastored several 

churches, including Armorel 
Baptist Church, Armorel, and 
Dell Baptist Church, Dell. 
He worked in the Mississippi 

formation, contact the church 
at 479-646-3891 or keyboard-
satchristmas.com. 

Central Community 
Church, Harrisburg; Pleas-
ant Valley Baptist Church, 
Trumann, and McCormick 
Baptist Church, Trumann, 
will join together to present 
an indoor depiction of Beth-
lehem and a living nativity. 
The production will run from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Nov. 
30-Dec. 2. The event will be 
presented at Central Commu-
nity Church. For free tickets, 
contact 870-578-9964. 

Woodland Heights Baptist 
Church, Conway, will host A 
Keyboard Christmas at 3 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. Dec. 7, featuring 
five grand pianos. 

LADIES CHRISTMAS DEVOTIONAL – Shady Grove Baptist Church, Shirley, held 
its Ladies Christmas Devotional Nov. 15. The Light of Christmas was the event’s 
theme, and Ellen Wood served as guest speaker. 

BROWN HONORED AT 47TH STREET BAPTIST – Jimmy Brown (left) was 
presented a plaque Oct. 26 during the morning worship service at 47th Street 
Baptist Church, North Little Rock, for having served as chairman of deacons 
for more than 20 years. Also pictured are Billy Blackstone (second from left), 
current chairman of deacons; Michael Berry (third from left), music minister, 
and Ted Grove, pastor.

To advertise, email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

County Baptist Association, 
holding several positions. He 
was preceded in death by his 
wife of 48 years, Janie Sturch 
Chappell, three brothers and 
five sisters. He is survived by 
a daughter and many nieces, 
nephews and friends. Funeral 
services were held Oct. 28 at 
First Baptist Church. Burial 
followed in Kennett, Mo.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 13   across arkansas

WALNUT RIDGE – Lyn-
sey (Riley) Auman was 
named Williams Baptist 
College’s 2014 Distin-
guished Young Alumna 
during recent Homecom-
ing/Parents Day festivities.

Auman, originally from 
Sherwood, graduated 
from Williams in 2006, 
earning a degree in Eng-
lish education. She now 
lives in Nashville, Tenn., 
where she works for World 
Relief.

The mission of World 
Relief is to empower the 
local church to serve the 
most vulnerable of peo-
ple, according to the or-
ganization’s website. This 

includes serving refugees 
who have had to flee their 
home countries due to 
persecution.

Auman began her work 
with World 
R e l i e f 
Nashv i l l e 
four years 
ago, help-
ing secure 
e m p l o y -
ment and 
p r o m o t e 
self-sustain-
ability for 
refugees liv-
ing in the 
Nashville, 
Tenn., area.

In 2011, she took on 

the role of Journey Youth 
Services Program Man-
ager. Journey provides 
after-school programs, 
mentorships and cultural 

a c t i v i t i e s 
for refugee 
youth as 
they adjust 
to life in 
A m e r i c a 
and teen-
age life in 
general.

“I had 
an excel-
lent college 
experience 
at  Wil -
liams,” said 

Auman.  “I was given 
the opportunity 
to grow both as 
a learner and a 
leader. Because of 
the personal atten-
tion given to me 
by incredibly tal-
ented professors, 
I gained skills and 
experience that I 
still use in my job 
today.” 

Auman is mar-
ried to Joshua 
Auman and is the 
daughter of Lynn 
and Cheryl Riley. 
Lynn Riley serves 
on the Arkansas 
Baptist State Con-
vention evange-
lism and church 
health team.

VBS JUMPSTART – Jerry Wooley, LifeWay Christian Resources’ vacation Bible school (VBS) min-
istry specialist, shares with Arkansas Baptists about the 2015 “Journey Off the Map” VBS curriculum 
during the 2015 Vacation Bible School JumpStart event held Nov. 20 by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism and church health team.

Auman named Williams’ 2014 
Distinguished Young Alumna

FBC BLYTHEVILLE 125TH – First Baptist Church, Blytheville, celebrated its 125th anniver-
sary Oct. 26. About 300 people attended the morning service.

Williams Baptist College President 
Tom Jones presents Lynsey (Riley) 
Auman with her award.

GO CONFERENCE – Libby Bunch (right), member of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, visits with 
Nelson and Elena Ortiz, members of First Baptist Church in Asuncion, Paraguay, during one of Immanuel 
Baptist’s GO Conference events Nov. 19. The Paraguay church has a partnership with Immanuel Baptist. The 
missions-focused GO Conference included a number of events held throughout the week.

Visit:
arkansasbaptist.org
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Vickie Lee
member

First Baptist 
Sherwood

Adolf Hilter was a man who desired 
power, honor and complete loyalty from 
his followers. He also had a deep hatred 
for the Jews. Because one prideful man 
disdained a certain group of people and 
their beliefs, an estimated 6 million Jews 
were murdered by 
the Nazis between 
the years of 1941 
and 1945.

In Esther 3, we 
read that Haman, 
an Agagite, an 
enemy of the Jews 
and an arrogant 
man, had been placed in 
a seat of honor by King 
Xerxes. The king decreed 
that all people were to 
bow down and honor 
Haman. Yet Mordecai, 
a devout Jewish man, re-
fused. He held fast to his 
faith in the one true God.

Upon learning of Mor-
decai’s disobedience to 
the king’s decree, Haman 
was furious and began to 
plot the destruction of not only Mor-
decai, but also of the entire Jewish na-
tion. Haman went before King Xerxes 
and presented his case. Unlike the rest 
of the people, the Jews did not follow 
the same beliefs or obey the king’s laws 
(Esth. 3:5-9).  

Yet while Haman was placing his 

diabolical plan in motion, God was al-
ready placing His timely, divine deliver-
ance of the Jewish nation into action. 

I believe there are important truths 
to learn from this passage.

First, no one should set themselves 
higher than God 
(Esth. 3:1-2). Peo-
ple who believe 
themselves worthy 
of human praise 
and honor are 
prideful and will 
evidently fall from 
their self-imposed 

pedestals.
Second, when the world 

attacks us for our beliefs, 
we must stand strong in 
our faith (Esth. 3:2-4) 
and trust God to protect 
us. Just as God’s people 
in Esther’s time, many 
Christians today face per-
secution and death at the 
hands of an unbelieving 
world. However, these be-
lievers still proclaim Jesus 

as the King of kings.
Third, although men may plot to de-

stroy Christian believers, God delivers 
His people in His own way and at His 
appointed time. Our Redeemer will re-
turn for us and restore us to our true 
home in heaven (Rev. 22:14).

through the restoration that comes by 
walking the trail of righteousness. It 
may be long and painful, and some 
may question the Shepherd’s abilities, 
but we’re guaranteed that all things 
work together for our good and that 

this is the right 
path.

It all culminates 
in the fourth verse: 
“Thou art with 
me.” We know 
the danger of the 
valley, but we also 
know the might of 

our Shepherd. He leads 
us into places we’d rather 
not go, but we trust He 
knows the way and won’t 
leave us.

In the fifth verse, we 
see that He feeds us de-
spite the presence of our 
enemies. The wolves cir-
cle the flock, but there’s 
nothing they can do to 
prevent the nourishment 
and blessing of the sheep.

Finally, in the sixth verse, we’re 
comforted by the assurance of “good-
ness and mercy” forever in the Lord’s 
house. Yes, we may linger in the valley’s 
shadow, but the Shepherd is with us 
and knows where to go!

Shiela Stadler
member

Fianna Hills Baptist 
Fort Smith

Sometimes without people knowing 
it, God strategically places individuals 
in positions, in places or in our per-
sonal lives in order to fulfill His plan. 
Queen Esther and Mordecai were 
placed at a particular time in history to 
save the Jewish na-
tion from destruc-
tion.

After Queen 
Vashti was dis-
posed for her dis-
obedience (Esth. 
1:19-20), King 
Xerxes sought a 
new queen. Winning the 
king’s favor with her beau-
ty (Esth. 2:7, 17), Esther 
kept her Jewish national-
ity a secret from the king 
as advised by her uncle, 
Mordecai (Esth. 2:10).

Esther 4 describes how 
Mordecai, having learned 
of Haman’s plot to anni-
hilate the Jews, reported 
everything to Hathak, Es-
ther’s attending eunuch. 
In turn, Hathak relayed the message to 
Queen Esther, who was suddenly at a 
crossroad. She could ignore the report 
and allow the destruction of the Jews to 
occur, or she could go before King Xe-
rxes without being summoned. Either 
decision was dangerous and costly. She 
could face death with either decision. 

After weighing her options and hear-
ing Mordecai’s wisdom that she was 
placed in the “royal position for such a 
time as this” (Esth. 4:14), Esther called 
for the Jewish nation to fast and pray 
for her for three days. She then would 

present herself be-
fore the king.

Like Esther, we 
must be willing to 
take risks that may 
ultimately cost us 
our lives. Within 
this passage of 
Scripture, I believe 

there are three truths to 
remember.

First, God has placed us 
at this point and place in 
history to fulfill His plan. 
Whether it is to offer 
words of wisdom and en-
couragement or to tackle 
a difficult situation, God 
has us where we are for a 
reason.

Second, if God calls, 
be prepared. Like Esther, 

we must be spiritually ready to fight 
battles that lie before us. We cannot 
do it alone. We need the prayers and 
support of fellow believers as we face 
difficult circumstances (Esth. 4:16).

Third, God never leaves us alone 
to face the trials. He wants to provide 
deliverance, and all we must do is ask.  

Psalm 27 bursts with confidence 
as David proclaims salvation by the 
Lord’s strength. He doesn’t fear the 
wicked or what may come because he 
knows the Lord will hear his cry and 
have mercy.

In Psalm 27:1-
3, he observes 
that the Lord is 
his light and salva-
tion. If that’s true, 
then whom shall 
he fear? He an-
swers himself with 
a scenario he had 
experienced earlier when 
his enemies came against 
him, but the Lord inter-
vened so that they stum-
bled and fell. If the Lord 
was faithful during that 
time, then David knows 
He will remain faithful in 
the future. Even if an en-
tire army pitches its tents 
around his city, seeking 
to take his life, he won’t 
fear because the Lord is 
the strength of his life. As he writes 
in Psalm 20:7, “Some trust in chari-
ots, and some in horses: but we will 
remember the name of the Lord our 
God.”

In Psalm 27:4-5, we see David’s re-
sponse should an army actually encamp 
around him. He won’t first run to the 

armory or to the war room, but instead, 
he will seek the Lord in His Temple. 
David will go to the place where he 
knows he can find the Lord because 
there he will be hidden from his en-
emies, enclosed in the secret of the 

Lord’s Tabernacle 
and established on 
a rock. 

We learn from 
the New Testa-
ment (especially 
Hebrews 9:24) 
that the earthly 
Tabernacle repre-

sented heaven and that 
Christ is the Solid Rock 
foundation that estab-
lishes us. 

Colossians 3:3 says, 
“Your life is hid with 
Christ in God.” 

Our hope in salvation 
is none less than Christ 
Himself!

It’s only then that 
David confidently writes 
in Psalm 27:6: “Now shall 

my head be lifted up above mine en-
emies.” 

Despite the army standing just out-
side the gates, David lifts his head and 
sings songs of praise in joy because 
he knows his life is safely hidden in 
the Lord and no one can touch that  
salvation.

Shiela Stadler
member

Fianna Hills Baptist
Fort Smith

Deliverance is needed
EsthEr 3:1-9

ExplorE thE BiBlE

december 14, 2014

Vickie Lee
member

First Baptist 
Sherwood

My 7-year-old granddaughter once 
read Psalm 23 and asked, “How long 
is the ‘valley of the shadow of death’?” 

When I told her I didn’t know, she 
was unsatisfied and asked again, “Well, 
how long does it take to go through it?” 

When I real-
ized she was ask-
ing about death, I 
told her it doesn’t 
really matter how 
far away the valley 
is or how long it 
takes to travel be-
cause God is with 
us.

This is one of the great 
truths of this Psalm where 
David is so comforted. In 
the first verse, we see that 
he wasn’t afraid because 
the Lord is his Shepherd. 
David relied on His lead-
ing and asked many times 
for it because he didn’t 
want to be led astray. As 
sheep, we’re also com-
forted by this leading and 
depend on it.

The peace and refreshment from the 
second verse also comfort. David trust-
ed that the Shepherd sometimes leads 
through terrifying valleys and parched 
desert places, but He also knows the 
way to green pastures and still waters. 

There’s comfort in the third verse 

Shelter of God’s presence
Psalm 23:1-6

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

God provides deliverance
EsthEr 4:6-17

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Shelter of God’s salvation
Psalm 27:1-6

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

december 7, 2014
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continued from page one
PLEAD
past and present. The aim of 
the e-book, Floyd said, is to be 
a unifying resource in which 
Baptists can come together in 
pursuit of revival and spiritual 
awakening.

“Surely we can embrace 
with clear agreement that spir-
itual revival personally, spiri-
tual revival in the church, and 
spiritual awakening in the na-
tion are all needed so we can 
accelerate our pace in reaching 
the world for Christ,” Floyd 
wrote in the e-book.

Floyd said he will be preach-
ing sermons regarding prayer, 
revival, spiritual awakening 
and sharing the gospel at 
Cross Church in January and 
February. He challenged all 
Southern Baptist pastors to do 
the same in a month between 
January and May of 2015.

Floyd’s “plea” follows his 
“Call to Columbus,” which he 
issued following his election as 
SBC president, urging all able 
Baptists to attend the 2015 
annual meeting June 16-17. 
During the Nov. 19 press con-
ference call Floyd once again 
emphasized the importance of 
Southern Baptists coming to-
gether in Columbus in a spirit 
of cooperation and fellowship.

Following is the full text of 
Floyd’s e-book, “Pleading with 
Southern Baptists,” edited to 
fit the Arkansas Baptist News 
editorial format. To download 
the book in its entirety, visit 
pray4awakening.com.

MY PLEA
There is no great movement of 

God that has ever occurred that does 
not begin with the extraordinary 
prayer of God’s people. The time is 
now for us to come together before 
God in clear agreement, visible union, 
and in extraordinary prayer for the 
next Great Awakening and for the 
world to be reached for Christ.

For the sake of our nation and 
the spiritually lost around the world, 
it is time to humble ourselves before 
God. For this, I plead with all South-
ern Baptist pastors, missionaries, 
laypersons, denominational leaders, 
churches, denominational entities, 
conventions, colleges and universities; 
from student to adult, regardless of 
age, vocation, or status.

As we come to God in humil-
ity and repentance, entering into this 
special season of extraordinary prayer, 
we plead with God for spiritual re-
vival personally, revival in the church, 
and the next Great Awakening in the 
United States. As Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
writes: 

“And in movements of the Spirit 
the first thing that happens and which 
eventually leads to a great revival is 
that one man or a group of men sud-
denly begin to feel this burden and 
they feel the burden so much that they 
are led to do something about it,” Re-
vival: Martyn Lloyd-Jones, p. 163.

I am pleading with each of you to 
join in this spiritual movement to pray 
for the next Great Awakening so the 
Great Commission will escalate to its 
rightful priority and accelerate to its 
completion in our generation.

A LOOK BACK
Jonathan Edwards was a man who 

believed in the absolute sovereignty of 
God. He was the catalyst for the first 
Great Awakening and was even im-
pactful in the second Great Awaken-
ing. Even with Edwards’ deep abiding 
belief in God’s sovereignty, he called 
upon God’s people to act because 
he believed God would listen to the 
promptings of His people.

In fact, Malcolm McDow and 
Alvin L. Reid’s Firefall 2.0: How 
God Shapes History Through Revival 
(Wake Forest: Gospel Advance Books, 
2014), p. 207, they record the words 
that Edwards wrote to pastors directly: 

“Be much in prayer and fasting, 
both in secret and with one another. 
It seems to me, it would become the 
circumstances of the present day, if 
ministers in a neighborhood would 
often meet together, and spend days 
in fasting and fervent prayer among 
themselves. ... So it is God’s will that 
the prayers of His saints shall be great 
and the principal means of carrying 
on the designs of Christ’s Kingdom 
in the world. When God has some-
thing to accomplish for His church, 
it is with His will that there should 
precede it the extraordinary prayer of 
His people.”

Therefore, as we look back, we 
must fully embrace the deep belief 
that God responds to the prayers of 
His people, especially when these 
prayers are cried out to Him in des-
peration and done in an extraordinary 
way. Evidence is becoming clearer na-
tionally that God is calling His people 
into a season of special focus and com-
mitment to extraordinary prayer.

It has been over 100 years since 
the last great move of God occurred 
in our nation. It was in 1857 and 
1858 that a movement of prayer led 
to 1 million people becoming Christ-
followers from a population of only 
30 million in our nation. This move-
ment of prayer was begun in New York 
City by a layperson named Jeremiah 
Lanphier. After failing to minister 
effectively to the immigrants in his 
church’s neighborhood, Lanphier was 
moved to pray.

At noon on September 23, 1857, 
in the Dutch Reformed Church on 
Fulton Street in New York City, Jer-
emiah Lanphier knelt alone. Before 
1 p.m. six men joined him. Within 

a month, 100 men joined him daily. 
Soon, thousands of men began to 
pray each day at noon around New 
York City. This resulted in 1 million 
Americans coming to Christ within 
a two-year span, as well as another 1 
million converted to Christ in Great 
Britain and Ireland. The church was 
revived. Christians were never the 
same. The fires of evangelism were 
burning brightly. The advance of the 
gospel to the nations of the world was 
profound. Men like David Living-
stone, J. Hudson Taylor, and eventu-
ally the Student Volunteer Movement 
saw 20,000 young people surrender 
their lives to missions. Additionally, 
these great movements of God im-
pacted renowned men of history like 
Charles Spurgeon, D. L. Moody, and 
William Booth.

These were not perfect times. Si-
multaneously, tension over slavery 
was growing and financial panic was 
occurring. In this time of uncertainty, 
God’s people became desperate and 
began to cry out to Him. The Sover-
eign God of Heaven determined to 
pour out His Spirit in a supernatural 
way, resulting in one of the greatest 
movements of God in the history of 
our nation.

While it has been over 100 years 
since the last great movement of God 
upon our nation, we cannot ignore 
the moments when the Lord has still 
moved upon our nation powerfully. 
For example, in the early 1970s, the 
Jesus Movement touched a genera-
tion, including many of our leaders 
today. Through this work of God 
thousands came to Christ and many 
of them were called into ministry. The 
greatest year of reaching and baptiz-
ing teenagers in our Southern Baptist 
history occurred in 1972, all due to 
the influence of the Jesus Movement. 
While not a “great” awakening, many 
joyfully remember the work of God in 
those days.

Sadly, we now have a generation or 
more of people who have never expe-
rienced anything close to a movement 
of God with this level of impact. It is 
past time for this to change. God is 
ready, are we?

OUR PRESENT STATUS
Unquestionably, we find ourselves 

experiencing days unlike any we have 
seen in our history. The moral slide in 
our nation has degraded into a revolu-
tion that seems to be out of control. 
While marriage is being redefined by 
our culture and the family is under an 
unprecedented attack, social problems 
are rising everywhere due to this new 
cultural reality. Simultaneously, there 
are so many national and global crises 
rising up that we cannot keep up with 
their supposed threats. As well, the 
world is becoming more dangerous by 
the second.

While this present status is unde-
niable, much of the church in Amer-
ica sleeps. Spiritual lukewarmness is 

plaguing the church, resulting in the 
infrequency of church attendance, 
declining churches, lagging evange-
lism, sagging giving, and generational 
disconnectedness. Complacency and 
conflict categorize the church more 
than contrition and compassion. 
Among the people of God, announce-
ments and promotions within the 
church gain a higher priority in plan-
ning and follow through than prayer.

While these realities are rising to 
a seeming point of no return, it is in 
this hour that we must wake up from 
our slothfulness and sleep. Romans 
13:11 says, “Besides this, knowing the 
time, it is already the hour for you 
to wake up from sleep, for now our 
salvation is nearer than when we first 
believed.”

We are at a decisive point in time. 
Therefore, this is an undeniable mo-
ment and season, fixed by a sovereign 
God as a moment of destiny. God is at 
work and we cannot miss this season 
of decision and opportunity by being 
unresponsive and asleep.

A CALL TO EXTRAORDINARY PRAYER 
AND URGENT ACTION

The church must rise up in extraor-
dinary prayer and urgent action. We 
must take desperate steps forward spir-
itually during these desperate times in 
which we live. With urgency in this 
hour, knowing the Lord could return 
at anytime, it is incumbent on us to 
rise up together now as His Church.

Therefore, I am pleading with 
our Southern Baptist Family to come 
together in clear agreement, visible 
union, and extraordinary prayer for 
the next Great Awakening and for the 
world to be reached for Christ.

Recently, I read a sermon by Dr. 
Billy Graham that he preached on 
October 14, 1993, at the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. In this 
sermon, “Can Revival Come?”, Dr. 
Graham called for revival and awak-
ening. In one sentence, he cast a vi-
sion that represents my overwhelming 
passion personally and for all South-
ern Baptists. He said, “An awakening 
can bring about evangelization of the 
world in our generation.” 

These words so resonate with my 
pleading with Southern Baptists and 
beyond.

Surely we can embrace with clear 
agreement that spiritual revival per-
sonally, spiritual revival in the church, 
and spiritual awakening in the nation 
are all needed so we can accelerate our 
pace in reaching the world for Christ. 
Certainly we can deny ourselves, defer 
our own preferences, and visibly unite 
in extraordinary prayer for the next 
Great Awakening and for the world to 
be reached for Christ.

With conviction in this desper-
ate hour, I want to call us to consider 
some unprecedented actions in our 
modern history that will move us into 
a season of extraordinary prayer as a 
convention of churches.

Action 1 – Sunrise/Sunset:  Challenge 
your church to pause at either sunset 
on Saturday evening or sunrise on 
Sunday morning, to pray for three 
minutes for the anointing of God to 
come on their pastor as he preaches 
God’s Word and the anointing of 
God’s power to come upon the wor-
ship services of their church. Prayer-
fully, these 180 seconds of focused 
prayer will soon begin a true 180-de-
gree change in our churches. While 
God creates the change within our 
churches spiritually, He will also lead 
us to strategic change in our churches 
in order to rise up like never before to 
do whatever it takes to reach people 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ region-
ally, nationally, and internationally.

Action 2 – Month of Preaching: Be-
tween the months of January and 
May 2015, move into a one month 
emphasis in your church to teach and 
preach God’s Word on the subjects 
of repentance, extraordinary prayer, 
revival and awakening, and reaching 
the world for Christ. Extend passion-
ate calls to your people about each of 
these topics individually and collec-
tively. 

During this same time period, we 
would ask those who lead staff teams 
and chapels of our Baptist entities, 
conventions, seminaries, and colleges 
to consider this same emphasis.

Action 3 – Sunday Morning Prayer: On 
one Sunday in this same period of 
time between January and May 2015, 
dedicate an entire worship service or 
services to extraordinary prayer for 
spiritual revival, the next Great Awak-
ening, and for the world to be reached 
for Christ. For a closer look at how to 
do this, perhaps my article, “Leading 
Your Church in a Sunday Morning 
Prayer Meeting,” will be of assistance.

Action 4 – 1 Day of Prayer & Fasting 
in May: In the month of May, we call 
upon every Southern Baptist to spend 
a day in prayer and fasting for spiri-
tual revival personally, revival in the 
church, spiritual awakening in Amer-
ica, for the completion of the Great 
Commission in our generation, and 
for our upcoming annual meeting in 
Columbus, Ohio, June 16-17, 2015.

Action 5 – Call to Columbus: Join us 
in Columbus, Ohio, on Tuesday eve-
ning, June 16, 2015, as we commit 
the entire evening session of the an-
nual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention to come together in clear 
agreement and visible union at one 
place at one time with God’s people. 
We will unite in extraordinary prayer 
for spiritual revival personally, spiri-
tual revival in the church, for the next 
Great Spiritual Awakening, and for 
the world to be reached for Christ.

Therefore, in Jesus’ name, I plead 
with Southern Baptists to humbly 
come together before God in clear 
agreement, visible union, and extraor-
dinary prayer for the next Great Awak-
ening and for the world to be reached 
for Christ.
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LifeWay Research: Food ministries aided 1 in 4 US families
NASHVILLE – As the holi-
days approach, food pantries 
across the country will collect 
donations to help those in 
need.

Chances are some of the 
folks who donate also know 
what it’s like to go to bed hun-
gry.

Nearly one in four Ameri-
cans (22 percent) say their fam-
ily has turned to a church-run 
food pantry in the past for 
help, according to a new sur-
vey from LifeWay Research.

“Churches may have the 
reputation for serving donuts, 
coffee and potluck dinners to 
their members,” said Scott Mc-
Connell, vice president of Life-
Way Research. “But they also 
are supplying food for many 
people in need.”

The online survey of 1,158 
Americans was conducted in 
September. They were asked 
to respond to the statement: 
“My family has received food 
from a church-run food pantry 
in the past.”

Americans from a wide 
range of backgrounds said yes.

That includes one in four 

the USDA.
“There is an abundance of 

food in the U.S. but plenty of 
people still go hungry,” Mc-
Connell said. “Many churches 
respond by faithfully follow-
ing the biblical principle of 
being open-handed to the 
poor and needy by maintain-
ing well-stocked food pantries 
to share.”

Methodology: The online 
survey of adult Americans was 
conducted September 17-18. 
A sample of an online panel 
reflecting the adult popula-
tion of the U.S. was invited 
to participate. Responses were 
weighted by region, age, eth-
nicity, gender and income to 
more accurately reflect the 
population. The completed 
sample is 1,158 online sur-
veys. The sample provides 95 
percent confidence that the 
sampling error from this panel 
does not exceed +2.9 percent. 
Margins of error are higher in 
subgroups.

LifeWay Research is a 
Southern Baptist firm that 
specializes in surveys about 
matters that affect the church.

churchgoers (26 percent) along 
with one in five (18 percent) 
of those who never attend ser-
vices.

One in three African Amer-
icans (37 percent) and evan-
gelicals (35 percent) say their 
family has received help. So do 
nearly three in 10 (28 percent) 
of those without a college de-
gree.

About one in four Hispanic 
Americans (25 percent) and 
one in five (19 percent) of 
whites say they had turned to 
a church-run food pantry.

Those in the West (28 per-
cent) were more likely to say 
they’d received help than 
those in the Northeast (17 per-
cent) or South (20 percent).

Older Americans (11 per-
cent) and those with college 
degrees (13 percent) were 
among the least likely to say 
yes.

Some 50 million Americans 
have trouble putting food on 
the table, according to Feeding 
America, a national network 
of food banks. A similar num-
ber of people received food 
stamps in 2013, according to 

Snowmelt flooding new disaster relief focus in northeast
BUFFALO, N.Y. (BP) –  
Following a weekend of snow 
removal in upstate New York, 
Southern Baptist disaster re-
lief volunteers are now turn-
ing their energy toward flood 
mitigation.

Some 200 DR volunteers 
around Buffalo have been 
clearing paths for local resi-
dents to exit their front doors 
and back out of their drive-
ways after parts of the region 
received seven feet of snow 
from a storm that has left 13 
dead. Additional South-
ern Baptist DR volunteers 
elsewhere are on alert in 
anticipation of snowmelt 
flooding when tempera-
tures climb into the mid-
60s Nov. 24.

“Now everything is 
turning to flood mitiga-
tion,” Mike Flannery, 
disaster relief director 
for the Baptist Convention of 
New York, told Baptist Press. 
“... If there is flooding, then 

we’ll activate our mud-out and 
muck-out crews.”

The National Weather Ser-
vice issued a flood watch for 
the most heavily affected areas 
that will not expire until Nov. 
26. According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, snowmelt 
typically generates a 10:1 ratio 
in water accumulation. In the 
case of areas 

around Buffalo, seven feet of 
melting snow would produce 
nearly a foot of water.

In at least once instance, a 
snow removal project became 
a ministry opportunity. A 
70-year-old woman who was 
blind and handicapped experi-
enced a panic attack while on 
the phone with DR workers to 
request help digging out of her 
home, worried that she would 
not be able to get food and her 
medication.

“We prayed together on 
the telephone,” DR incident 
command administrator Bev-

erley Flannery fold BP. “I 
talked her through how 

she needed to relax and ... 
that she needed not to be 
concerned that she was 
going to get out of her 
home and get her medi-
cine and be able eventu-
ally to get food.”

DR workers shoveled 
a path from the wom-
an’s front door to her 

mailbox Nov. 23. She was able 
to get food, and emergency 
management workers delivered  

her medicine.
Beverley Flannery, the wife 

of Mike Flannery, requested 
prayer for DR workers around 
Buffalo as well as for affected 
residents.

“Pray for the communities 
here and that, when we do get 
a callout, we would get to peo-

ple who need help,” she said.
The North American Mis-

sion Board coordinates and 
manages Southern Baptist 
responses to major disasters 
through partnerships with 
42 state Baptist conventions, 
most of which have their own 
state disaster relief ministries.

Southern Baptist DR efforts turned toward flood mitigation Nov. 24 as warmer  
temperatures began to melt seven feet of snow around Buffalo, N.Y.
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