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ABN recaps top 
stories of 2015

Larry Kirkland, of Loudon, Tenn., and Carl Lord, of Lenoir City, Tenn., both of 
whom serve with North American Mission Board disaster relief, deliver sup-
plies to the Arkansas Baptist State Convention building Jan. 7. Photo by Jessica 
Vanderpool

See TOP 10 page 14

THE YEAR 2015 was a year 
of both tragedy and triumph. 
In the same year that the Su-
preme Court gave same-sex 
marriage its stamp of approv-
al and Planned Parenthood 
placed a price on babies’ body 
parts, hundreds of Arkansans 
prayed for revival, served on 
mission and saw fellow souls 
saved by God’s grace.

The Arkansas Baptist News 

(ABN) staff has compiled the 
top 10 stories of 2015 based 
on overall news value and 
significance to Arkansas Bap-
tists. Following are excerpts 
and summaries of the original 
stories that ran in the ABN in 
2015. 

1. Supreme Court OKs 
same-sex marriage

In a landmark decision 
certain to have wide-ranging 
social, moral and economic 
ramifications for the nation, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
June 26 that state laws ban-
ning same-sex marriage are 
unconstitutional, therefore 
legalizing same-sex marriage 
throughout the United States, 

even in states like Arkansas 
where voters by an overwhelm-
ing margin had defined mar-
riage as being between a man 
and a woman.

During the Southern Bap-
tist Convention (SBC) An-
nual Meeting June 16-17 and 
in anticipation of the Supreme 
Court decision, Ronnie Floyd, 
pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas and presi-
dent of the SBC, and all living 
SBC presidents elected since 
1980 issued a joint statement 
that pledged love for individu-
als with same-sex attraction, 
yet stated, “We will not accept, 
nor adhere to, any legal redefi-
nition of marriage issued by 
any political or judicial body 
including the United States 
Supreme Court.” Floyd drew 
national headlines when he 
said in his presidential address 
that he would not perform 
same-sex weddings.

A resolution on the “pub-
lic witness on marriage” 
called the Supreme Court to 

Central Baptist grows campus near Newport

See DR page 18

Floodwaters 
activate 
Ark. DR vols
LITTLE ROCK – Sixteen 
Arkansas Baptist disaster re-
lief (DR) units are set to de-
ploy and provide assistance to 
flooded areas of the state rang-
ing from Fort Smith to Hele-
na-West Helena as floodwaters 
begin to recede.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson has 
declared 38 Arkansas coun-
ties disaster areas since recent 
heavy rains led to flooding 
across much of the state.

According to Randy Gar-
rett, disaster relief director 
for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, Pine Bluff had 
received the brunt of the dam-
age as of press time. Garrett is 
expecting Arkansas DR volun-
teers will deploy to more than 
100 sites and 80 in Pine Bluff 
alone.

“We are in the process of re-
sponding to seven counties – 
Sebastian, Crawford, Pulaski, 
Faulkner, Jefferson, Perry and 
Phillips,” said Garrett. “We 
can’t really do anything right 
now until the water recedes. … 
Sixteen of our units said they 
would step up and help in the 
(flood) recovery efforts.”

Garrett said the recovery 
process will take at least a 
month once volunteers are 
able to begin working, which 
could take days as waters have 
not yet crested in many areas 
of the state as of press time.

He said that the amount of 
water flowing down the Mis-
sissippi River is so great that 
it is causing the Mississippi 
to dump into the Arkansas 
River, instead of vice versa, a 
testament to the severity of the 
situation.

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

DIAZ – In less than a year and 
a half, Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro’s newest campus, 
located just north of Newport 
in Diaz, has developed into a 
healthy congregation of 100 
strong through a focus on ex-
egetical preaching, apologetics, 
discipleship and evangelism.

The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention received owner-

ship of Diaz Baptist Church’s 
facility after the church closed 
its doors in 2013. After talks 
with Archie Mason, senior pas-
tor of Central Baptist 
and ABSC president 
at the time, the con-
vention gifted the 
building to Central 
Baptist in order for 
the church to start 
a new work in the 
Diaz/Newport area.

Following the 
Diaz Baptist facil-
ity being acquired 
by Central Baptist, it 
was called the Jackson County 
Community Outreach, a base 
for conducting outreach and 
evangelism. As a campus of 
Central Baptist, the congrega-
tion steadily grew to a mem-
bership of around 100 indi-

viduals, many of whom were 
previously unchurched young 
adults and children from New-
port and small surrounding 

communities, ac-
cording to organiz-
ers.

Jarred Elliott 
joined Central Bap-
tist’s staff in Septem-
ber 2014 and began 
preaching at the 
Newport campus in 
November of that 
year. He officially 
became the Newport 
campus’ teaching 

pastor in April 2015.
Elliott said that Mason had 

long wanted Central Baptist 
to start a work in Jackson 
County and that the ABSC’s 
gift of a facility and financial 
help getting a church off the 

ground there was provincial 
and helped set the stage for 
what would become Central 
Baptist’s Newport campus.

“There have been a lot of 
people, surprisingly, that have 
never heard the gospel be-
fore,” said Elliott. “There was 
a Hispanic lady that I met, and 
when I told her about Christ 
and the gospel, she knew 
about heaven and hell, but she 
had never heard about Jesus 
before.”

Elliott said one of the larg-
est groups of people that he 
sees have little or no knowl-
edge or understanding of the 
gospel are millennials, indi-
viduals born between the early 
1980s and early 2000s.

Elliott said many of the lost 

See NEWPORT page 18

Elliott
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Renewed gay marriage 
ban in Ala. debated
MONTGOMERY, Ala. – 
A Southern Baptist judge 
in Alabama is among the 
supporters of state Chief 
Justice Roy Moore’s re-
newed order that probate 
judges stop issuing mar-
riage licenses to same-sex 
couples. “I absolutely 
agree with his reasoning 
behind why (Moore) is 
doing what he’s doing,” 
said Nick Williams, pro-
bate judge in rural Wash-
ington County and a for-
mer Southern Baptist pas-
tor. Moore issued an order 
Jan. 6 stating Alabama’s 
68 probate judges “have 
a ministerial duty not to 
issue any marriage license 
contrary to” the state’s 
ban on same-sex marriage. 
AL.com reported Jan. 6 
that probate offices in at 
least three counties were 
“refusing to distribute 
marriage licenses to same-
sex couples in (the) wake 
of” Moore’s order. The 
Associated Press reported 
Jan. 7 that at least one of 
those offices had begun re-
issuing same-sex marriage 
licenses.

Congress sends PPFA 
defunding bill to Obama
WASHINGTON (BP) – 
The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed Jan. 6 in 
a 240-181 roll call a bud-
get-related bill that would 
cut nearly 90 percent of 
federal funds in the next 
year for the Planned Par-
enthood Federation of 
America (PPFA) and its 
affiliates. The legislation 
also repeals fundamental 
sections of the contro-
versial 2010 health-care 
law opposed by nearly 
all pro-life organizations. 
The Senate approved the 
same measure by 52-47 in 
a Dec. 3 vote. Obama ... 
has vowed to veto the leg-
islation. ... Neither house 
of Congress, however, has 
the votes for a two-thirds 
majority to override a 
veto.

For more ABN Digest, go to 

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

2,000 blessed at ‘Christmas is for Caring’ event
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

ALMA – First Baptist Church, 
Alma, knows how to put 
“Christ” back in Christmas in 
a big, big way.

For the 26th year, the 
church conducted its Christ-
mas is for Caring event, which 
through the years has resulted 
in helping brighten Christmas 
and sharing Jesus Christ with 
literally thousands of people.

On Dec. 19, hundreds of 
bicycles were lined up, rooms 
upon rooms were full of pres-
ents and tables were lined with 
boxes of food at First Baptist as 
hundreds of families heard the 
gospel message.

At the end of the day, about 
2,000 people from Alma and 
surrounding communities – 
even some people from out of 
state – had been served by vol-
unteers, with 147 people mak-
ing professions of faith.

In the 26 years since First 
Baptist started the event, it has 
grown larger than the church 
or even the community. Mul-
tiple churches, businesses and 
individuals – both inside and 
outside the community – part-
ner together to make the event 
possible, providing both dona-
tions and labor. 

Misty Sevenstar, adminis-
trative assistant and media 
coordinator for the church, 
said deacons originally began 
the program by handing out 
money to families they noticed 
were in need. It started with 
them helping 75 local families 
and has since grown to about 

10 times that size.
First Baptist member Cur-

tis Howells, who was eventu-
ally asked to take charge of the 
program, said at first he saw 
the event as a way to help oth-
ers, but now he sees how it 
also benefits volunteers.

“It’s become as much giving 
our people … an opportunity 
to do and help and give back 
as it is for the people coming 
to get the gift,” he said. “And 
I never saw that at the front 
end, but it’s become that. A 
lot of people will never go on 
a mission trip; they’ll never go 
to Mexico or Nicaragua; they’ll 
never go to anywhere else. But 
they can come down here and 
give back.”

Prior to the event, partici-
pants were divided into groups 
with staggered start times. At 
their appointed times – signi-
fied by wristbands of different 
colors – groups attended a ser-
vice, during which they heard 
about Jesus. Because many 
participants were Hispanic, 
services were translated into 
Spanish. From there, groups 
transitioned to the toy area, 
where children chose a toy 
and visited Santa Claus and 
his workshop. Then, families 
received boxes of food.

Two-hundred-and-s ixty 
bikes, along with other toys, 
were given away, and more 
than 20 tons of food was given 
to families. 

But for 9-year-old Tasha 
Gopar, the event was about 
more than seeing Santa and 
getting a toy.

As she held her new “Fro-

zen” vanity set, surrounded by 
dozens of other children with 
their own shiny new toys, she 
shared her favorite part of the 
day: “I got to hear people talk 
more about God.”

Levi Bishop, a man with 
a long gray beard and a well-
developed sense of humor 
who originally identified him-
self during the interview as 
“Santa Claus,” was touched by 
the church and called the day 
“awesome.”

“I might even come back. I 
like this place,” he said, noting 
he grew up Southern Baptist 
in southern Oklahoma.

Howells said the church will 
follow up with anyone who 
made a decision or requested 
information and will connect 
them with a church in their 
area.

Senior Pastor Bob Shel-
ton said Carlos and Car-
men Miller, a husband and 
wife duo from Mexico, will 
be staying on church prop-
erty for six months to follow 
up with Hispanic families. 
They will connect them with 
churches and start small 
groups. Carlos Miller worked 
with Campus Crusade for 
Christ for many years before 
retiring. 

And now, with Christmas 
over and the new year in full 
swing, it is time for the church 
to start purchasing items for 
next year, said Shelton, noting 
it’s a yearlong process. He said 
Howells and the other volun-
teers play a vital role in making 
the event possible.

“This is what we get stoked 
about,” he said about the 
event. “Our church family it-
self just waits all year for this 
to happen.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 

jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Anixa (left) and Lesly Manriquez choose a toy at Christmas is for Caring.

Erin Scoggins helps prepare food boxes for distribution.
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CP 1.26% ahead of last 
year through 1st Q
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Year-to-date contribu-
tions through the South-
ern Baptist Convention’s  
(SBC) portion of the 
Cooperative Program are 
1.26 percent ahead of the 
same time frame at the 
end of 2014 and 1.85 per-
cent under the SBC Co-
operative Program Allo-
cation Budget projection 
for the year, according to 
a news release from SBC 
Executive Committee 
President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Frank S. 
Page. The $45,762,032.53 
received by the Executive 
Committee from Oct. 1 
through Dec. 31 for dis-
tribution through the 
Cooperative Program 
Allocation Budget rep-
resents 98.15 percent of 
the $46,625,000 year-to-
date budgeted amount to 
support Southern Baptist 
ministries globally and 
across North America. 
The total is $568,051.82, 
or 1.26 percent, above last 
year’s first quarter total of 
$45,193,980.71.

Hospital expels doctor 
over LGBT views

BOSTON (BP)  – After 
more than 10 years of ten-
sion and conflict over his 
hospital’s institutional en-
dorsement of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) activities, urolo-
gist Paul Church lost his 
final appeal to the Board 
of Directors of Beth Is-
rael Deaconess Medi-
cal Center (BIDMC) to 
reconsider the hospi-
tal’s decision to expel 
him. For about a decade, 
Church was one of the 
lone voices among the 
BIDMC staff protesting 
the hospital’s proactive 
agenda to promote the 
LGBT movement. He 
considers it an issue of 
both public health and 
freedom of expression for 
BIDMC staff members.

Ex-chaplain at McPherson faces charges
NEWPORT – A former prison 
chaplain who founded a reli-
gious program more than 16 
years ago for female inmates 
in the state prison system 
was charged Dec. 17 with 50 
counts of sexual assault in-
volving three inmates at the 
McPherson Unit in Newport, 
the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
reported.

Kenneth Dewitt, 67, of Pat-
terson, faces up to 10 years in 
prison on each Class C felony. 
Dewitt is founder of the faith-
based Principles and Applica-
tions for Life (PAL) program 
at the McPherson Unit, which 
the Arkansas Baptist News has 
reported on numerous times 
over the years. PAL, which is 

an official program of the Ar-
kansas Department of Correc-
tions, seeks to provide moral 
and spiritual foundations to 
help inmates succeed in the 
outside world.

Dewitt has served as pas-
tor of two Arkansas Baptist 
churches. He was at Tilton 
Baptist Church, Tilton, from 
1988 to 1998, and was listed 
as the pastor of Pleasant Grove 
Baptist Church, McCrory, 
since 2001, which has disband-
ed, according to Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention records.

The state charges against 
Dewitt come about the same 
time as a federal investigation 
into broader sexual-abuse al-
legations at the McPherson 

Unit. The U.S. Department 
of Justice is investigating “nu-
merous allegations” of sexual 
abuse and sexual harassment, 
as well as mistreatment of 
transgender women at the 
unit. A three-member team 
from the federal agency spent 
four days at the prison this 
summer interviewing inmates 
and staff members.

Dewitt’s charges are not 
connected with the Justice De-
partment investigation.

According to the Democrat-

Gazette, the charges against 
Dewitt came after a yearlong 
investigation by the state De-
partment of Correction’s in-
ternal affairs office and the 
Arkansas State Police. The al-

legations range from January 
2013 to September 2014.

Dewitt, who began working 
for the prison system in 2001, 
was “offered the opportunity 
to resign” in September 2014 
after former McPherson Unit 
inmate Stacey Smith wrote a 
letter to the Correction De-
partment’s assistant director, 
John Mark Wheeler, saying 
that “Chaplain Dewitt and I 
had a moral failure.” Dewitt 
decided to resign.

A relationship with Smith 
began in 2010, six years after 
she was paroled in 2004, ac-
cording to documents ob-
tained by the Democrat-Gazette 

Workshops a part of evangelism conference
LITTLE ROCK – Several 
lunchtime workshops will be 
a part of the State Conference 
on Evangelism and Church 
Health, Tuesday, Jan. 26. This 
is the second year that work-
shops will be part of the con-
ference, which will be held at 
Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church in Little Rock, Jan. 
25-26. 

T u e s d a y 
wo rk s h o p s , 
which will 
take place 
with lunch 
from noon 
to 1:30 p.m., 
include the 
following: Pas-
tors’ Work-
shop, featur-
ing Jim Put-
man, founder 
and senior 
pastor of Real 
Life Ministries, Post Falls, 
Idaho; Church Planting Work-
shop, featuring Vance Pitman, 
founder and senior pastor 
of Hope Church, Las Vegas, 
and a North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) national 
mobilizer for church plant-
ing; Ministers’ Wives Fellow-
ship, featuring Jeana Floyd, 
wife of Arkansas Pastor and 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) President Ronnie 
Floyd; Ministers’ of Music 
Workshop, featuring Julio Ar-
riola, global worship pastor at 
Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas; Student Pastors’ 
Workshop, featuring Ben 
Trueblood, director of student 

ministry at LifeWay Christian 
Resources, and Preschool and 
Children’s Ministers’ Work-
shop, featuring Ken Hindman, 
children’s pastor at Bellevue 
Baptist Church in Memphis, 
Tenn.

The lineup for speakers at 
the evangelism conference 
includes Pitman; Putman; 
Robert Smith, who serves as 

Charles T. Carter Baptist chair 
of divinity at Beeson Divinity 
School in Birmingham, Ala., 
where he teaches Christian 
preaching; Kevin Hamm, se-
nior pastor of Gardendale 
First Baptist Church, Garden-
dale, Ala.; Floyd, senior pastor 
of Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, and former SBC 
president Fred Luter, senior 
pastor of Franklin Avenue 
Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
and NAMB national African-
American ambassador.

Worship will be led by Ar-
riola.

Comedic duo Tommy 
Woodard and Eddie 
James – known as The Skit 

Guys – will provide entertain-
ment.

“I am excited about the 
preachers and worship lead-
ers that God has brought 
our way,” said Terry Bostick, 
team leader for the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
evangelism and church health 
team. “I look forward to see-
ing God use them to encour-

age the pastors and ministers 
in Arkansas.”

Bostick said he wants at-
tendees to experience a 
“fresh encounter with God” 
as a result of this year’s confer-
ence.

“We have tremendous 
preachers and worship leaders 
coming to lead us, but without 
the presence of God we will 
not leave changed and chal-
lenged to reach the lost,” he 
said. “The evangelism confer-
ence is a chance for us to set 
aside time to hear from God 
and be reminded of what He 
can do through pastors and 
churches.”

As in past years, a Prayer 

Leaders Workshop will be 
held immediately prior to the 
start of the conference, from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Jan. 25. The 
workshop will feature Smith. 
Attendees will also hear from 
several pastors who have held 
Sunday morning prayer ser-
vices in their churches.

“Every year I receive phone 
calls, emails and have conver-

sations with 
pastors and 
ministers who 
leave the evan-
gelism confer-
ence with a 
renewed pas-
sion and vi-
sion for evan-
gelism both 
p e r s o n a l l y 
and through 
their church,” 
Bostick said. 
“Pastors are 

busy and have many hats that 
they have to wear, so many 
come to the evangelism con-
ference tired and discouraged, 
and those speaking and lead-
ing at the conference know 
that and want to be a source of 
encouragement. These leaders 
have a real passion for pastors, 
and that love for pastors really 
connects with those in atten-
dance.”

For more information 
about the prayer conference, 
contact Carla Whittington at 
cwhittington@absc.org or 501-
376-4791, ext. 5121.

Those interested in Tuesday 
workshops can register online 
at absc.org/econference.

Smith Pitman Hamm Putman Floyd Luter

SPEAKERS

See DEWITT page 18
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Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

– to make the ABN the best 
voice for Arkansas Baptists.

At this time of year when 
many of us are making resolu-
tions regarding our weight, ex-
ercise, to read the Bible or to 
pray more, I am planning to 
add “to be more evangelistic” 

to my 2016 
bucket list.

But to be 
successful,  
I know I 
must have a 
strategy (or 

strategies).
I’ve mentioned in this col-

umn several times that I un-
dertook an intense personal 
study of the Book of Rev-
elation in 2015 (I’m only to 
Chapter 13 with this writing).

Let me tell you, if a study 
of Revelation doesn’t get you 
fired up to share your faith 
with others, nothing will!

W hile I don’t person-
nally consider myself 

a strategist, some of my co-
workers over the years have 
told me that I am and that’s 
how I think.

Months before I arrived in 
Little Rock to take over the 
reins of Arkan-

sas Baptist News 

(ABN) as editor-
in-chief, I was 
strategizing in 
my mind and jot-
ting down things 
I wanted this state Baptist 
newspaper to do and to be-
come.

As I look back, many of 
those goals have been accom-
plished, but others have not. 
Other priorities and strategies 
have joined them over the 
years, but in the end, there 
had to be a strategy in place 
to pursue what is still my goal 

What will be your approach to evangelism in 2016?
For me, as I suspect is the 

case with most of everyone 
reading this, my evangelistic 
strategy must remain simple if 
I am to be successful.

If you think about it, we all 
have opportunities to share 
our faith as we live our lives 
every day – but for whatever 
reason – we don’t take the 
time to do so.

Consider taking a trip to 
the grocery store, filling up 
your gas tank, pulling through 
for fast food or sitting down 
at a table at a restaurant.

Unfortunately, Christ-fol-
lowers – like everyone else – 
can often get caught up in the 
hustle and bustle of everyday 
life and neglect to take the 
time to share a good word or 
encourage people they come 
in contact with to consider 
the reality of the Cross.

I don’t quite have my strat-

Exegetical Guide to the Greek New Testament 
W hy did you study 

Greek in seminary 
or college? Most of us would 
claim it was to better under-
stand the Word of God. Yet 
for too many of us, our Greek 
usage in everyday Bible study 
is a few word studies and 
recognizing what 
an “aorist” is 
when we read an 
English-language 
commentary. 
These commen-
taries are often based on an 
English translation and then 
comment on how the transla-
tion is either helpful or needs 
improvement.

The Exegetical Guide to 
the Greek New Testament 
(EGGNT) series finds its 
niche by focusing on the ac-
tual Greek New Testament, 
rather than a translation. Yes, 

for those who would quibble, 
it’s actually based on the 
United Bible Societies 5th 
Edition (UBS5) version of the 
Greek text. Therefore, rather 
than address translation ade-
quacies and inadequacies, the 
authors are able to focus on 

the gram-
mar and 
structure of 
the origi-
nal.

Mur-
ray J. Harris, who authored 
the EGGNT volume John, 
was the originator of this 
series that is now published 
by B&H Academic. Harris 
was trained by some of the 
foremost scholars of the 20th 
century until he became one 
of them, and his insights are 
not only academic, but also 
pastoral and filled with the 

wisdom of long service to the 
Lord Jesus.

Taking the EGGNT: John 
volume separately from the 
series, the following items 
should be 
noted. First, 
while the other 
volumes in this 
series contain 
the Greek text, 
this one does 
not. While this 
move saved 
space and 
produced a 
single-volume 
work, it does 
require that the 
reader supply 
the Greek text. The work is 
based, as stated, on the UBS5 
text, which was released in 
2014. This may be a drawback 
to some readers, yet it should 

not be.
Second, readers of the 

EGGNT: John volume will re-
alize the benefit of improving 
their old Greek skills. Rather 

than fleeing from 
this Greek-based 
commentary out of 
fear of rust, readers 
will begin to see the 
Greek become easier 
to work with. Fur-
ther, readers will bet-
ter see the context of 
various Greek terms. 
True, one will still 
need a bit of vocabu-
lary help, but seeing 
the insight from 
Greek will improve 

the overall use of Greek by 
the preacher or teacher.

Finally, Harris’ overall 
insights are valuable for the 
preacher and teacher. His 

brief overview of the back-
ground for John is helpful, 
including explaining some of 
the basis for the traditional 
understandings of author-
ship. His explanations of 
the textual structure provide 
guidance for teaching, and his 
homiletical suggestions are 
almost too useful for the hur-
ried preacher – use your own 
skills, do not just copy his!

Anyone seeking a better un-
derstanding of the Gospel of 
John will benefit from Harris’ 
work on the Exegetical Guide 
to the Greek New Testament: 
John.

Exegetical Guide to the 
Greek New Testament: John 
by Murray J. Harris; 2015, 
B&H Academic, Nashville.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of 

East End Baptist Church in 

Hensley.

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Review
Doug Hibbard

egy in place about how I’m 
going to do it, but I intend to 
be more intentional in per-
sonal evangelism in 2016. My  

prayer is that you do too!
Tim Yarbrough is editor/

executive director of the Arkansas 

Baptist News.
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Let’s make prayer a priority in 2016

Excitement and priorities of a new year!
T he excitement and anticipation of a new year are also 

accompanied by a renewed commitment to focus on 
what really matters most. There are three essential intents, 
or essential priorities, that drive the work and heart of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC). The first area 
is church health. High impact churches are 
healthy churches that have multiple areas 
of strength including – but not limited to 
– passion for evangelism, discipleship, wor-
ship, missions, stewardship and prayer for 
revival and a spiritual awakening. 

The second essential priority is students. 
A focus on the next generation, from kindergarten to col-
lege, will consume much of our work and effort this year. 
A passion 
for students 
should be an 
ever-present 
fire in all of 
our churches. 

The third 
essential 
priority is 
the “uns” – 
unreached, unengaged, underserved. Our call to missions 
drives us to prioritize the unreached people groups glob-
ally, the unengaged people and places in North America 
and the spiritually underserved in Arkansas. 

There are two important facts to be noted about these 

three essential priorities. 
First, these priorities were echoed almost unanimously 

in listening sessions across the state and ultimately led to 
the current restructuring of the ABSC Executive Board 
staff. There exists a strong unity of passion and focus in 

our state regarding what God has called us 
to accomplish in Arkansas at this moment in 
time. 

Second, all of the incredibly gifted leaders 
of the agencies and institutions of the ABSC 
are in full agreement and are committed 
to fulfilling these priorities. The Arkansas 

Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries, Camp 
Siloam, Arkansas Baptist News, Williams Baptist College, 

Ouachita Baptist 
University, the 
Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation and 
the Executive 
Board staff contin-
ue to forge tighter 
partnerships that 
create spiritual syn-
ergy and eliminate 

duplication of ministries. 
You have reason to be proud of our state. What a great 

time for us to serve in Arkansas! 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director of the Arkansas 

Baptist State Convention.

A n old quote says, “Everyone likes to talk about the 
weather, but no one does anything about it.”  

Sadly, the same might be said about prayer, even among 
pastors and church leaders! Please don’t read this article 
as another attempt to motivate by guilt, but do read it as 
a challenge, not only in your personal life, but also in the 
life of the church where you serve and/or 
worship.

It is encouraging to see the winds of re-
vival blowing in many parts of our nation 
today. A renewed interest in prayer and 
spiritual awakening has been sparked, per-
haps mainly by the dire moral and spiritual 
decline in our country. 

It has been my joy in the past months to participate 
in one national prayer gathering in Atlanta and two oth-
ers right here in Arkansas. As a result, God placed upon 
my heart a burden to lead our congregation to devote an 
entire Sunday morning service solely to prayer. Believe 
me when I say the devil gave me at least 100 different “rea-
sons” why we shouldn’t do this, but I am glad I listened to 

the Holy Spirit, not the devil!
As we enter a new year, let me encourage you and your 

congregation to consider devoting an entire Sunday morn-
ing service to prayer. Don Moore, our dear former Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) executive director, 
along with other members of an ABSC Prayer Task Force, 

has been travelling all over our great state 
leading prayer gatherings. Reports from these 
meetings have been overwhelmingly encour-
aging! 

Please hear my heart when I say I dare not 
try and suggest to any pastor or church leader 
what they ought to do in their church, but 

also hear my heart when I say, “The urgency of the hour 
in our nation is too great to not pray more!” Let’s pray and 
trust God to bring a heaven-sent, Christ-exalting, soul-win-
ning, church-stirring awakening to our nation! And Lord, 
“Let it begin in me!”

Gary Hollingsworth is senior pastor of Immanuel Baptist 

Church in Little Rock and president of the Arkansas Baptist 

State Convention.

C hristmas was a little more 
special for our family this 

year. We celebrated the birth of 
Christ by recognizing that Jesus is 
still in the business of saving souls 
as we celebrated the baptism of 
my father-in-law, David Christian, 
who had recently trusted in Jesus 
Christ as his Lord and Savior.  

David grew up attending 
church and at age 12 walked an 
aisle at church and was baptized. 
He continued being actively in-
volved in church and even served 
as a deacon. However, he eventu-
ally was convicted at the age of 72 
that he did not have a personal 
relationship with Jesus. He visited 
with his pastor and shared about 
how God had been working in 
his life. You are never too old to 
have a serious spiritual conversa-
tion with your pastor. With hu-
mility and a strong conviction, he 
surrendered his life to Christ on 
Nov. 11. You are never too old to 
trust in Jesus.  

My in-laws spent Thanksgiving 
with us here in Arkansas. One 
of the first things David did was 
share his salvation testimony. We 
gave thanks in a new way that 
Thanksgiving. You are never too 
old to share your testimony.

David was saved in November, 
and I had the privilege of baptiz-
ing him on Dec. 27 at First Bap-
tist Church in Garland, Texas. He 
publicly declared his allegiance to 
Jesus Christ and illustrated that 
through the ordinance of bap-
tism. You’re never too old to get 
baptized.

Unfortunately, there are many 
who faithfully attend church but 
have never had a serious spiritual 
conversation with their pastor. 
There are people who attend 
church regularly but have never 
trusted in Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior. Others have at-
tended church most of their lives 
and have made a decision to trust 
in Jesus but have never been bap-
tized. There are still others who 
attend church faithfully, have 
trusted in Jesus and have been 
baptized but have never shared 
their testimony. 

You’re never too old to have a 
spiritual conversation with your 
pastor or trust in Jesus Christ or 
get baptized or share your per-
sonal salvation testimony. You’re 
never too old. 

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkansas 

Baptist State Convention evangelism 

and church health team.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

Never too old

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker

President’s 
Perspective
Gary Hollingsworth

Support the ABN!
A fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been 
established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation.  Consider 
helping the offi  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention for years to come by including the ABN in 
your will or by making a contribution to the ABN. Contact 
the Foundation at 501-376-0732 for more information.
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rooted in a biblical commit-
ment unchanged for the past 
75 years. 

In 1968, Williams was 
formally 
adopted to 
become one of 
the institutions 
and agencies 
owned and op-
erated by the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC). 
Since that time, churches of 
the ABSC have supported 
Williams through their gifts 
to the Cooperative Program. 
Those funds have helped sub-
sidize the cost of thousands of 
students desiring a Christian 
college education at Williams, 
providing a high-quality 
educational experience in 
a Christian environment at 
a reasonable price. Clearly, 

Camp Siloam: Feed My Sheep campaign in full swing 
I t seems like everyone in 

the town is trying to find 
the Baptist pastor and his 
family a home,” exclaimed 
my sister, Sarae Martin. In 
November, my brother-in-law, 
Acey Martin took a job as pas-
tor of a small Baptist church 
in Eager, Ariz. 

They moved from Walnut 
Valley Baptist Church in Hot 
Springs Village, not know-
ing where they would live in 
Arizona. “Some things have 
been very difficult about it,” 
said Sarae, “but it is as if God 
is unifying the town around 
our need for a home.”

Camp Siloam is as desper-

ate for a new dining hall as 
my sister and her family are 
for a home. The camp needs 
Arkansas Baptists to do what 
Baptists do best – work to-
gether to meet 
a need. The 
need at Camp 
Siloam for a 
new dining hall 
is great. The 
current facility is 93 years old. 
I have been told it needs to be 
replaced by the fire marshal, 
a structural engineer and the 
Health Department.   

Camp Siloam’s campaign 
to all Arkansas Baptist 
churches is designed to suc-

ceed if we work together. In 
mid-January, every church 
will receive a Feed My Sheep 
campaign packet. I simply ask 
each pastor to open the pack-

et and prayer-
fully consider 
whether his 
church can 
participate in 
the campaign. 

My preference would be for 
each church to conduct the 
envelope campaign option; 
however, there are three op-
tions from which a pastor may 
choose.

The envelope campaign is 
not asking much. It is simply 

100 envelopes marked $1 to 
$100. I’m not asking for more 
than $100 from any congrega-
tion member (although, if 
someone wanted to give more 
I sure would appreciate it). 
The beauty of the envelope 
campaign is that people can 
give a gift of $5 and feel as if 
they have given what we’ve 
asked them to give. Every 
church must participate for 
this campaign to work.

Currently, the campaign 
has raised $635,000. The 
campaign goal is $3.4 million.

I ask you to consider your 
church’s participation as a 
kingdom gift. Camp Siloam 

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie

ABCHomes: Strategic initiatives fuel our ministry
I n 2010, the trustees of Ar-

kansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes) approved a 
strategic plan titled “Being 
the Foremost, Strategic Initia-
tives.” While it is time to cre-
ate an updated strategic plan, 
the truth is that in today’s 
world, it is mandatory that 
we constantly evaluate, plan 
and change as needed. Let me 
quickly assure our churches 
and supporters that our one 
constant is to stay focused on 
Christ-centered ministry. 

One initiative in the 2010 
strategic plan was added to 
give us flexibility. Initiative 

No. 5 states, “To be open to 
potential other programs: (1) 
as needs become primary, (2) 
funding becomes available 
and/or (3) our presence is 
vital.” In 2014, 
ABCHomes 
opened its 
first family 
care home in 
Jonesboro. 

Our friends at Children 
at Heart in Texas defined 
“family care” as, “Christian 
ministry that assists single-
parent mothers and their 
children through residen-
tial group care, mentoring, 
financial planning, teaching, 

counseling and referral to 
valuable community services.” 
We recently opened our 
second family care home in 
Little Rock and are working 

toward a third 
in Springdale. 
In creating 
these homes 
we: (1) saw a 
great need, (2) 

funding became available for 
this specific purpose and (3) 
we felt our presence was vital.

We also saw a great need 
in the foster care crisis 
in Arkansas, with almost 
4,600 foster children under 
Arkansas Department of 

Human Services’ care and 
only 3,100 beds. Excitedly, 
we sensed that Arkansas 
Baptist families were ready 
to respond. With just a 
little funding available, we 
launched Connected Foster 
Care Ministry through a pilot 
program in the North Pulaski 
Baptist Association. We 
realize that many Arkansas 
Baptists are already working 
in foster care, but the need 
remains. Our presence is vital 
and new foster families are 
beginning training.

Funding is an important 
part of meeting needs. To 
help us in this area, we have 

ABCHomes
David Perry

is an institution Arkansas 
Baptists have supported 
through the Cooperative 
Program. I believe the king-
dom return on your invest-
ment has been good. 

Last summer alone 352 
campers made professions of 
faith, and 142 made com-
mitments to ministry. If one 
considers the legacy of a min-
istry like Camp Siloam over 
92 years, then the kingdom 
impact of Camp Siloam is 
something Arkansas Baptist 
cannot lose.

Jason Wilkie is executive direc-

tor of Camp Siloam (previously 

Arkansas Baptist Assembly).

recently hired Josh Townsend 
to serve as director of devel-
opment. Josh has had a very 
successful career in sales and 
marketing, yet both he and 
our staff sensed God had a 
different purpose for Josh. 
He looks forward to working 
with our churches, individual 
donors and others.

Thank you, Arkansas 
Baptists, for allowing us to 
respond to needs, receive sup-
port and provide a vital pres-
ence in the name of Christ.

David Perry is executive 

director of Arkansas Baptist 

Children’s Homes and Family 

Ministries.

Williams Baptist College: Celebrating 75 years!
I n September 1941, with a 

world war escalating and 
Arkansas struggling to recover 
from the Great Depression, 
a young pastor in northeast 
Arkansas had a dream. H.E. 
Williams was convinced of 
the significant impact a local 
Baptist college could make in 
the lives of young people in 
the region. As he shared his 
passion with other Baptist 
leaders, the prayers, determi-
nation and cooperation of 
those godly men and women 
established an institution 
now known as Williams Bap-
tist College. 

Over the decades, the 
college has developed and 
matured into a nationally 
recognized Christian college. 
Financially strong and aca-
demically solid, it is deeply 

Williams Baptist
Tom Jones

many students simply would 
not have been able to afford a 
Christian college experience 
had those funds not been 

provided. 
Williams 

students and 
their families 
enjoy the 
confidence in 

knowing that the college is 
controlled by a body of like-
minded believers who will 
defend the biblical values that 
make us distinct as a Baptist 
college. In addition, they are 
certain those convictions 
will be faithfully expressed 
through a stellar, Christian 
liberal arts education and 
from the encouraging words 
and actions of Spirit-led 
students, faculty and staff 
members.    

During 2016, Williams 
will be celebrating 75 years 
of service in Christian higher 
education. We invite you 
to join us as we honor the 
relationships, people and 
events that have helped create 
an incredible legacy of scho-
lastic excellence and inte-
grated faith. Please pray for 
us throughout the year as we 
seek the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit in making the decisions 
needed to strengthen the 
shared purpose and future of 
Williams Baptist College and 
the churches of the ABSC.

During this 75th year of 
remembering institutional 
milestones and blessings, post 
your personal memories to 
75thmemories@wbcoll.edu, 
our Facebook page or Twitter 
account.

Tom Jones is president of 

Williams Baptist College, which 

is located in Walnut Ridge.

ABSC AGENCIES
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New Hope Fellowship starts cancer care ministry
Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

SPRINGDALE – As pastor 
of New Hope Fellowship in 
Springdale for 20 years, Cliff 
Jenkins has visited a lot of 
people diagnosed with cancer 
and ministered to them and 
their families. Yet, as someone 
who’s had five cancer-related 
surgeries since January 2014, 
Jenkins has also been on the 
receiving end of that ministry. 

The Southern Baptist 
church Jenkins founded in 
1995 recently started a Bible-
based cancer care ministry 
called Our Journey of Hope 
(OJOH) at his request. 

“Because I battle cancer, I 
felt that the Lord was opening 
a door for me to help others 
to keep me from focusing so 
much on myself,” said Jenkins. 

The nonprofit program, 
an arm of Cancer Treatment 
Centers of America, equips 
Christians to bring hope to 
those living with cancer, their 
families and caregivers.   

“I was certified to teach can-

cer care,” said Jenkins, who in-
troduced OJOH to his church 
in September. “The response 
from our people to the eight-
week training class was great, 
and they are in teams and are 
hard at work.” 

Nineteen people graduated 
from OJOH Nov. 15.

“Every Monday night, we 
met for 2-2.5 hours. We had 
a book; we watched a video; 
we studied the Bible and had 
breakout discussion groups,” 
said Karen Johnson, a gradu-
ate. “We talked about what 
to say (to people with cancer) 
and what not to say, what to 
do and what not to do.” 

Johnson felt called to the 
OJOH ministry to honor her 
sister-in-law, Marcia Powell, 
who died a year and a half ago. 
“I was with her when she had a 
double mastectomy,” she said.

People connect with the 
group for different reasons. 

“We have one who is a 
counselor, four who are nurs-
es and two are social workers,” 
Johnson said. “We even have 
one who has terminal cancer 

who comes with her daughter-
in-law, also a cancer survivor.” 

Last summer, Jenkins and 
Jacque Moncrief, a registered 
nurse trained in palliative care, 
went to the Cancer Treatment 
Centers of America in Tulsa, 
Okla., to learn how to start 
this ministry in northwest Ar-
kansas.

“I don’t know of anyone in 
our area which has this minis-
try with this amount of train-
ing and that is this involved,” 
Moncrief said. “Cancer Treat-
ment Centers of America 
started this six years ago. It’s 
all free. You can send up to 
two people in each church (for 
training).”  

She said the need for OJOH 
is becoming “more and more 
prevalent,” citing statistics that 
“one out of two men and one 
out of three women will be di-
agnosed in their lifetimes.” 

According to the OJOH 
website, in a church of 200, 
about eight are living with 
cancer and two more will be 
diagnosed every year. Cur-
rently, the 400-plus New Hope 

congregation has seven teams 
actively ministering to eight 
people, with two to three grad-
uates per team.  

Moncrief said that although 
the ministry is new – it’s not 
even on their website yet –  
they hope to expand it, an-
ticipating their next training 

session this January.
“My intention, and Cliff’s, 

is to go ahead and reach out 
to other churches in our area 
and to have other churches in 
training,” she said, adding that 
smaller churches might need

Cancer care area coordinator Jacque Moncrief speaks to Pastor Cliff Jenkins Dec. 7 
after praying with the graduates of the Our Journey of Hope ministry out of New 
Hope Fellowship in Springdale. Nineteen people were trained to minister to those 
living with cancer. In the background (left to right) are: Sandi Carpenter, Martha 
McKinney and Brandy Piazza.

See CARE page 8
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to combine with larger ones to 
create a team approach.  

The ministry is an outreach 
tool, too. 

“We are partnering with 
local agencies already estab-
lished, using them as resourc-
es,”  Moncrief said.

They hope to reach out to 
doctors’ offices and oncology 

groups, taking personal refer-
rals both within and without 
the church walls.

New Hope Fellowship plans 
to start at least two other sup-
port groups eventually, one for 
caregivers and another for can-
cer survivors.

“We’re at an infancy stage,” 
Moncrief said. “We’re learning 
as we’re growing.”

Lisa Falknor is northwest Ar-

kansas regional correspondent for 

the Arkansas Baptist News.

continued from page 7
CARE

Baine to succeed Startup as Williams’ academic dean

Startup Baine

WALNUT RIDGE – After 
21 years as academic dean 
at Williams Baptist College 
(WBC), Kenneth Startup says 
he wants to return to his first 
love – the classroom. Startup 
has announced that he will re-
tire as dean at the end 
of this school year and 
return to teaching his-
tory full-time, as well 
as directing Williams’ 
new academic honors 
program.

Williams also an-
nounced that Brad 
Baine, chair of the 
Williams Teacher 
Education Program, will suc-
ceed Startup as dean and vice 
president for academic affairs 
(VPAA). 

“Dr. Startup has been a 
close friend, an advisor and 
an effective administrator. His 
integrity is impeccable, and 
his commitment to the Lord 
and the work of this institu-
tion cannot be matched by 
anyone,” said Tom Jones, Wil-
liams president.

Startup has been with Wil-
liams since he joined the histo-
ry faculty in 1983. His expan-
sive knowledge and passionate 
teaching style quickly made 
him a favorite with students. 
He was named academic dean 

and VPAA in 
1995. 

S t a r t u p 
initially an-
nounced plans 
to retire and 
return to the 
classroom in 
2012, but he 
e v e n t u a l l y 
agreed to continue in 

his administrative role. Now, 
he says the time is right to 
make the transition back to 
teaching.

“It's been an honor to serve 
as VPAA at an institution 
with such a rich and vibrant 
academic culture. My 21 years 
in this position have passed by 
very quickly,” said Startup. 

“I've certainly been privi-
leged to work with outstand-
ing faculty and administrative 

peers and a truly remarkable 
staff. The opportunity to re-
turn to the classroom and 
serve as coordinator of our 
new academic honors program 
really fills me with excitement 
and a sense of gratitude.”

Williams is current-
ly completing plans 
for an honors program 
for students who excel 
academically. In his 
new role, Startup will 
guide the launch of 
the honors program 
and oversee its imple-
mentation.

Baine has been appointed 
assistant vice president for 
academic affairs, a title he 
will hold until he becomes 
dean and VPAA in May. He 
will work with Startup in the 
meantime to learn more about 
the academic dean’s office and 
how it functions. 

“For 75 years, Williams 
Baptist College has been pro-
viding superior liberal arts ed-
ucation for its students. I have 
been blessed to receive my un-

dergraduate education from 
scholarly professors at WBC, 
as well as the opportunity 
to serve as a faculty member 
alongside elite professors and 
staff at Williams,” Baine said.

“Williams is a Christian 
institution that prepares its 
graduates to perform with ex-
cellence, as Christ-centered 
professionals in their respec-
tive fields. I am excited and 
honored to serve as the as-
sociate vice president for aca-
demic affairs as we continue 
the tradition of providing a 

superior liberal arts education 
and shaping the lives of our 
students."

Along with being a Wil-
liams graduate, Baine holds a 
master’s degree from Arkansas 
State University and a doc-
torate from the University of 
Arkansas. A Greene County 
native, he has served on the 
Williams faculty since 2004.

The transitions were ap-
proved during a regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Wil-
liams board of trustees on Dec. 
4.
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Watson Chapel exceeds goal after pastor’s challenge
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

PINE BLUFF – Watson Cha-
pel Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, 
far exceeded their Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering goal by 
raising more than $50,000 for 
global missions.

Todd Howard, Watson 
Chapel’s pastor, challenged 
the church to increase their 
giving after reading about the 
International Mission Board’s 
(IMB) recent financial chal-
lenges in the Arkansas Baptist 

News.

“I read the article in the Ar-

kansas Baptist News about the 
IMB restructuring,” said How-
ard. “It was heart-wrenching 
to read that about missionar-

ies having to come home. I 
just kind of challenged our 
people that in a time of retreat 
we need to full-court press the 
gates of hell and we need to 
put the pressure on. 
We need to move for-
ward.”

On a recent Sun-
day morning, How-
ard taught from Acts 
8 about the story 
of Philip and the 
Ethiopian eunuch 
and in closing chal-
lenged his church to 
give $40,000 to Lottie Moon, 
$10,000 above its previous 
goal.

“That was kind of a pastor 
challenge. The church’s goal 
was still $30,000,” he said.

Howard said he creates a 
benchmark for giving, which 
many members of Watson 
Chapel have found helps them 
be pragmatic in participating 

in special offerings such 
as the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for 
International Missions.

“I do a mathematic 
formula at Watson 
Chapel. I’ve done it 
for years. If our goal is 
$30,000, then if 150 giv-
ing units, in other words 
150 families, commit to 

giving $200, then we will meet 
our goal,” said Howard. “I 
always tell people, ‘We don’t 
look; we don’t see who gives; 
I don’t know if you do this or 
not. It’s just a target. … Pray 

and give as God directs.’”
Prior to the Sunday in 

which Watson Chapel took 
their main Lottie Moon offer-
ing, they had already collected 
$10,000. As of press time, the 
church has raised more than 
$50,000 for international mis-
sion work through the IMB.

Howard said that the IMB’s 
videos have helped Watson 
Chapel bring the work of the 
IMB and the necessity of glob-
al missions to the front of their 
minds.

“We use those (videos) at 
the end of services. That helps 
our people to see that we re-
ally do have missionaries out 
there. … They help me to re-
member what we are doing 
around the world. That’s a 

good tool,” said Howard.
The pastor said that in ad-

dition to direct gifts to Lottie 
Moon, Watson Chapel orga-
nizes many events in order to 
raise money for the offering, 
including Sunday school class 
Christmas party auctions.

“People just bring a bunch 
of stuff for their Sunday school 
Christmas party. … People 
make handcrafts; people 
bring antiques,” said Howard. 
“We’ve items like homemade 
fudge and guns. You name it 
and it shows up at these auc-
tions. And we say, ‘All the 
proceeds at these auctions are 
going toward the global gos-
pel.’”

Howard said that when 
he became pastor of Watson 
Chapel in 2007, the church’s 
Lottie Moon goal was around 
$8,000 and has steadily risen 
over the years.

“Over the years, we went 
to $20,000, $25,000, $30,000 
and then we had the recession 
and we kind of held it,” said 
Howard. “I knew we could 
stretch past $30,000, but 
$50,000 – wow.”

Watson Chapel averages be-
tween 375 and 475 individuals 
in Sunday school.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 

caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Howard
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For extensive 
coverage of the 

ABSC State 
Conference on 

Evangelism and 
Church Health being 
held Jan. 25-26, visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/

evangconf16

EVANGELISM DIRECTORY
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‘Love Jesus, serve people,’ says longtime Ark. pastor
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

OZARK – In today’s fast-paced 
society, it is not uncommon 
for a pastor to move on after 
just a few years at a church. 
What is uncommon is for that 
pastor to stay 26 years at the 
same church. 

That’s how long Ted Dar-
ling pastored First Baptist 
Church, Ozark, before retiring 
Oct. 31.

“Serving in the 
same place for a 
long tenure has 
tremendous bless-
ings too numerous 
to list,” Darling 
said, noting the joy 
of leading youth 
to Christ, seeing 
them get married, 
have children and 
then leading those 
children to Christ. 

He  added , 
“There is the excite-
ment of seeing peo-
ple discipled and grown into 
maturity. It assuredly requires 
your preaching to have depth. 
The church family becomes 
your family.” 

However, he said it is not all 
easy, because “their hurts and 
problems become yours.”

“Conducting a funeral is 
not like reading the obituary 
of a stranger; it is more like 
the death of a family mem-
ber,” said Darling, who has 
performed 400-plus funerals 
over the years.

He noted other disappoint-
ments, such as Christians who 
“stumble in sin” or leave the 
church because of an offense.

Darling offered a few sug-
gestions regarding longevity in 
the same ministry. These sug-
gestions include being flexible, 
humble and honest; confess-
ing sins when necessary, and 
making one’s family his first 
ministry.

“I would rather be known 
as a successful husband and 
father than the pastor of some 
megachurch with family debris 
strung along the pathway to 
professional pastoral success,” 
he said.

He advises: “Love and serve 
Jesus. Love and serve your 
people.”

“That requires a pastor to 
have a quality daily personal 
time with the Lord – not doing 
sermon preparation, church 
work or planning; just spend 

the time in intimacy with the 
Lord,” he said. “I have always 
viewed the church as my fam-
ily; we are in a permanent re-
lationship and will always be 
family.”

Richard Armstrong, chair-
man of deacons at First Bap-
tist, noted the impact Darling 
has had through the years, 
both on the church and on the 
community.

“I think he was more than 

just a pastor to us. He was a 
friend and a colleague. … We 
really depended on him,” Arm-
strong said, noting how much 
they hated to lose him to retire-
ment. “He was involved in the 
community. … Basically, if you 
needed him for something, he 
was there willing to help the 
community or whatever. He 
didn’t shy away from anything. 
He wanted to be involved in 
things throughout the commu-
nity as a pastor.”

Before serving at First Bap-
tist, Darling served Arkansas 
churches in Jacksonport, Stutt-
gart and Jonesboro, as well as 
churches in Texas, Missouri 
and Oklahoma. In total, he 
has spent 47 years in ministry.

He said First Baptist focuses 
on relational evangelism.

“Our ministry has enlarged 
into a community ministry 
through chaplaincy with law 

enforcement, Celebrate Recov-
ery and benevolence ministry, 
creating the reputation, ‘If you 
need help, there is First Baptist 
Church,’” Darling said. “We 
have added an aggressive chil-
dren’s ministry with an after-
school program to minister to 
the community. … As we meet 
needs in the community, we 
have an opportunity to present 
the gospel.”

In addition to serving as 
pastor, he has 
served in a variety 
of other ways, in-
cluding through 
his local radio 
program from 
Ozark and Clarks-
ville, “The Good 
News, The Best 
of the Story” and 
by teaching on 
many internation-
al mission trips. 
Other activities 
have ranged from 
being a football 
team’s mascot to 

serving as a chaplain to being a 
basketball announcer. He has 
been a member of numerous 
boards, including currently 
serving as a member of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion Executive Board.

Now, as he retires, it’s time 
for a new phase of life – but 
not a new purpose.

“I plan to continue what I 
was called to do 47 years ago: 
preach the gospel,” Darling 
said, noting he wants to serve 
as a supply and interim pas-
tor, preach revivals and Bible 
conferences, participate in 
annual mission trips, consult 
with churches on church vio-
lence issues and conduct active 
shooter seminars.

“Having served as a chap-
lain and reserve county deputy 
for 10 years, I will be seeking 
to serve in a similar capacity 
in retirement in (the) area to 

which I have moved,” he said. 
“The most enjoyable thing I 
will be doing is being husband 
to my wonderful wife (Phyllis) 

of 43 years and ‘Poppy’ to my 
four grandchildren.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 

jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ted Darling, former pastor of First Baptist Church, Ozark, does street evangelism 
(above) and preaches (left) during a mission trip to Asia.

EVANGELISM
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Kroger Co. to offer
transgender benefits
ASHEVILLE, N.C. (BP) – In 
2002, no major U.S. corpo-
ration covered transgender 
procedures, such as gender-re-
assignment surgery and drug 
therapy, under its employee 
medical benefit plan. Today 
more than 400 do, including 
Ford, Apple and Coca-Cola. 
The Kroger Co., the largest 
grocery chain in the nation 
with 2,500 stores, joined the 
list this month.

Beginning Jan. 1, Kroger's 
400,000 workers were eli-
gible for up to $100,000 for 
gender-reassignment surgery, 
drug therapy and 
other procedures. 
Kroger will be-
come the largest 
American retailer 
to offer such cov-
erage.

The announce-
ment earlier this 
fall thrilled ho-
mosexual activists and media 
outlets. The Daily Beast called 
the move a "milestone for pri-
vate employers in the United 
States" and a "tipping point, 
of sorts" because it boosted 
Kroger's score on the Human 
Rights Campaign's "Corporate 
Equality Index," a public rela-
tions tool designed to pressure 
businesses into adopting pro-
homosexual policies. With 
Kroger's decision, nine out of 
the 10 largest American pri-
vate employers will score an 
"A" on the index.

Only four of the 10 largest 
American companies – Wal-
Mart Stores Inc., McDonald's, 
The Home Depot and UPS 
Inc. – do not offer "trans-in-
clusive" benefits, according to 
The Daily Beast, but the web-
site noted that "all four would 
have a 100 percent rating if 
they made this single change."

Despite the accolades from 
the homosexual community, 
Kroger is not setting a trend, 
noted Peter Sprigg, senior re-
search fellow for policy studies 
at the Family Research Coun-
cil. Political correctness has 
long dominated higher educa-
tion, the news media and the 
entertainment industry. 

"Unfortunately, I think we 
can now add most of corpo-
rate America to that list," he 
said.

Companies do not make 
these decisions "because of a 
dispassionate evaluation of 

what attracts the 
best employees and 
how best to serve 
them," Sprigg said. 

"Instead, it is 
the result of relent-
less lobbying on 
the part of LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgen-

der) activists, accompanied by 
implicit or explicit threats to 
try to harm a company's repu-
tation if they do not fall into 
line,” he said.

Transgender issues will play 
an increasing role in American 
life, he suggested, involving 
children, education and the 
federal government through 
issues such as mixed-gender 
locker rooms and all-gender 
bathrooms.

How conservatives respond 
when dealing with these issues 
is important, he said.

"We must always commu-
nicate that we do not seek to 
harm homosexual or trans-
gender persons, but on the 
contrary, seek to spare them 
from the well-documented 
harms to physical and mental 
health that are associated with 
homosexual and transgender 
conduct," he said.

NLR, Bryant get urgent care centers
LITTLE ROCK – Baptist 
Health has continued to 
expand its health care reach 
in central Arkansas with the 
opening of two new urgent 
care centers in North Little 
Rock and Bryant.

“This is a tremendous op-
portunity for Baptist Health 
to expand services to resi-
dents of central Arkansas,” 
said Troy Wells, president 
and CEO of Baptist Health. 
“Providing expanded access 
to services for urgent but 
not emergent patient needs 
is one way we’re achieving 
our strategic focuses for the 
communities we serve.”

Baptist Health is part-

nering with Urgent Team, of 
Nashville, Tenn., which is one 
of the largest independent op-
erators of urgent and family 
care centers in the southeast, 
to open the new urgent care 
centers. Baptist Health Urgent 
Care-North Little Rock is lo-
cated at 3550 Springhill Drive 
in North Little Rock, and Bap-
tist Health Urgent Care-Bryant 
is located at 3304 Common-
wealth Drive in Bryant.

The hosptial’s expansion 
into urgent care will provide 
convenient, unscheduled 
access to care for patients 
as well as support Baptist 
Health physicians who seek to 
provide an after-hours option 

to their patients, according 
to Baptist Health. Urgent 
care is also a quicker and 
less expensive way to get 
care for pain or conditions 
that are not life-threatening 
instead of going to an emer-
gency room.

For the 20th consecutive 
year, Baptist Health Medi-
cal Center-Little Rock has 
been named a winner of the 
Consumer Choice Award by 
the National Research Cor-
poration. The annual award 
identifies hospitals across 
America that local health-
care consumers choose as 
having the highest quality 
and image.
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“uphold the right of the citi-
zens to define marriage as ex-
clusively the union of one man 
and one woman.” Southern 
Baptists will not waver in their 
defense of traditional marriage 
regardless of how the court 
rules, the resolution said.

Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Executive 
Director J.D. “Sonny” Tucker 
said Arkansas Baptists support 
the SBC’s statement on mar-
riage.

2. IMB announces reset, 
drawdown

When International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) President 
David Platt announced 
what amounts to a dramatic 
“drawdown” in its mission 
force in an effort to address 
financial shortfalls, it result-
ed in a firestorm of reaction 
of both supporters and op-
ponents of the plan.

Six months prior to the 
drawdown announcement, 
Platt proposed streamlin-
ing the mission agency’s strat-
egy and structure – in keeping 
with his desire for the IMB to 
exalt Christ and work more ef-
fectively toward accomplishing 
the Great Commission – dur-
ing the IMB’s Feb. 24-25 trust-
ee meeting. Platt noted the 
IMB operated “in the red” in 
2014, with the agency’s operat-

ing expenses exceeding income 
by nearly $21 million.

At its May 12-13 trustee 
meeting, IMB trustees stream-
lined guidelines for appointing 
new personnel to fulfill their 
missionary calling. 

The drawdown announce-
ment itself took place in Au-
gust. IMB leaders outlined 
their plan to address revenue 
shortfalls at the mission en-
tity and complete the reset of 
the organization. The plan 
reduced 600-800 of its staff 
and field personnel, which is 
15 percent of the IMB’s total 
employees. The staff reduction 
began with a voluntary retire-

ment incentive for all eligible 
employees, including both mis-
sionaries and staff. Personnel 
who accepted the incentive 
finalized their decisions in 
early December. Phase two of 
the plan focuses on conclud-
ing a reset of the organization. 
Platt said that phase includes 
consolidating support services, 

recalibrating mobilization, as-
sessing global engagement and 
re-envisioning training.

3. Planned Parenthood 
caught pricing body parts/
fight to defund not over 

After undercover videos 
revealed the Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America 
(PPFA) pricing body parts 
from aborted babies, a legis-
lative effort to defund PPFA 
failed Aug. 3 in the U.S. 
Senate. However, pro-life ad-
vocates said the fight was far 
from over.

The Senate voted 53-46 to 
bring to the floor a bill to elim-
inate federal funds for PPFA 

and its affiliates. While 
a majority of senators fa-
vored consideration of the 
proposal, the attempt to in-
voke cloture, as it is known, 
fell short of the 60 votes 
needed to begin debate on 
the legislation and establish 
a path to its passage.

Pro-life leaders expressed 
their devotion to continu-
ing the defunding cam-
paign.

4. Civil rights ordinanc-
es spark debate in Arkansas

Civil rights ordinances 
sparked debate among Arkan-
sans last year. 

In Fayetteville, citizens 
voted to ratify the city’s Uni-
form Civil Rights Protection 
ordinance by a slim margin 
Sept. 8 – but opponents of 
the measure were not ready 

to give up the fight. Protect 
Fayetteville, a group who op-
poses the law, filed a lawsuit 
Aug. 31 alleging the ordinance 

should be voided due to pro-
cedural issues on behalf of 
the City Council. Addition-
ally, the group said Arkansas’  

The United States Supreme Court

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary student Ademi Mirabal and his wife, 
Katlynne, protest Planned Parenthood’s alleged selling of body parts of aborted 
babies in Louisville, Ky. Photo by Baptist Press



www.arkansasbaptist.org 15

Intrastate Commerce Act 
prohibits municipalities and 
counties in the state from mak-
ing laws that create protected 
classes or prohibit discrimina-
tion on a basis other than the 
criteria contained in the Ar-
kansas Constitution.

Earlier in the year, voters 
in Eureka Springs decided in 
a special election May 12 to 
keep a controversial anti-dis-
crimination ordinance passed 
by its City Council in Febru-
ary. Eureka Springs Mayor 
Butch Berry promptly signed 
the ordinance into law once 
it was voted on Feb. 9. Resi-
dence voted to keep the ordi-
nance despite the fact that it 
would become invalid once 
Act 137 – passed by the 
Arkansas Legislature as 
Senate Bill 202  – went 
into effect July 1. Act 137 
bans future civil rights or-
dinances. 

5. Abortion continues 
to be major topic in 2015 

Abortion was also 
at the center of debate 
across Arkansas through-
out last year.

The Arkansas House 
of Representatives ap-
proved a bill on Feb. 2 that 
essentially bans the use of 
webcams in abortions. House 
Bill 1076, sponsored by Rep. 
Julie Mayberry, R-Hensley, 
requiring a physician to be in 
the room during a chemical 
abortion headed to state Sen-

ate for approval, according to 
published reports.

Meanwhile, the Arkan-
sas Senate gave final passage 
March 17 to a bill to place new 
restrictions on use of the abor-
tion-inducing drug RU-486, 
arkansasnews.com reported. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 8th Circuit blocked 
an Arkansas law May 27 ban-
ning abortions after 12 weeks 
of pregnancy, according to 
media reports. The 12-week 
abortion ban was sponsored 
by Arkansas Sen. Jason Rap-
ert and passed in 2013. Gov. 
Mike Beebe vetoed the law, 
but the Arkansas Legislature 
voted to override the veto. Ar-
kansas lawmakers have already 

approved a new bill banning 
most abortions beyond 20 
weeks of pregnancy, according 
to media reports. The new bill 
would also double the period 
of time a woman is required to 
wait before having an abortion 
from one day to two days.

6. 350-plus appeal for great 
revival in Arkansas, nation

More than 350 Baptists 
from across Arkansas gathered 
in the state’s capital Aug. 31-
Sept. 1 to pray for revival and 
spiritual awakening.

The statewide prayer gath-
ering was part of an ABSC, 
and greater SBC, prayer initia-
tive. The event was held at Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, hosted by the ABSC 
and led by Floyd.

Floyd and a number of 
other pastors gave the group 
words of encouragement and 
led them in praying for God to 
move in Arkansas and across 
the country and world. 

To close the gathering, 
Floyd hosted a panel dis-
cussion about how pastors 
can better facilitate revival 
and awakening at their 
home churches.

7. Religious freedom 
bill draws protests in state

After Arkansas House 
Bill 1228, referred to as 
the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act (RFRA), 
received final approval by 
legislators, it drew a tor-
rent of protestors to the 

Capitol and criticism from one 
of the state’s largest economic 
forces, Wal-Mart Stores Inc.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson, who 
earlier had said that he would 
sign the bill into law, asked 
that HB1228 be recalled so 
amendments could be added 

that would bring it closer to 
the federal law and clarify its 
intent.

By Thursday, April 2, 
Hutchinson’s request was met. 
The Senate passed Senate Bill 
975. The House approved the 
Senate revision April 2 and 
Hutchinson signed it into law, 
according to media reports.

8. Cross Church NWA 
gives $1 million to CP in 2015 

Cross Church in north-
west Arkansas gave $1 million 
through the Cooperative Pro-
gram in 2015 – and plans to 
do the same in 2016.

Floyd said the church in-
creased its previous pledge of 
$900,000 to $1 million and is 
setting its sights to do the same 
in 2016.

The $1 million given by 
Cross Church means it joins 
only a few Southern Baptist 
churches in history to give at 
least $1 million through the 
Cooperative Program.

“We believe in the impor-
tance of not only reaching our 
region, but our state, nation 
and world,” said Floyd. “Cross 
Church has the missional vi-
sion: Reaching Northwest 
Arkansas, America and the 
World for Jesus Christ. We are 
grateful to God for you and 
for our partnership with our 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
Please pray God blesses our 
church financially.”

9. Acts 1:8 One Day mis-
sion trips net 161 salvations 

Taking inspiration from the 
events’ namesake Scripture 
passage, Arkansas Baptists 
came out in force Sept. 12 and 
Oct. 3 for Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trips – and they saw 
about 160 salvations as a re-
sult.

The September event was 
held throughout the Red River 
Baptist Association. Activities 
and outreaches included block 
parties complete with bounce 
houses, face painting, crafts, 

games, hamburgers and hot 
dogs, cotton candy and snow 
cones; medical and dental clin-
ics; nursing home ministry, 
and prison ministry.

Similar activities were held 
throughout the Greene Coun-
ty Baptist Association during 
the October missions event.

10. ABSC adopts new 
branding: ‘Arkansas Baptists’ 

A new logo has been intro-
duced as the centerpiece for an 
all-new branding and identity 
strategy for the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC). 
Out of the new logo flowed a 
new, distinctive and recogniz-
able approach to communicat-
ing the mission and activities 
of Arkansas Baptists, accord-
ing to ABSC leaders.

The organization’s full 
name, “Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention,” was shortened 
to “Arkansas Baptists” for the 
purpose of the logo and for 
use in communications.  

Tucker explained that the 
shortened named is already 
used by many people and it 
accentuates that the organiza-
tion is a family of people and 
churches, not an institution.

The new logo is the first 
step in the ABSC’s new brand-
ing and identity strategy, ex-
plained Tucker. The overall 
goal of the new strategy is to 
partner with churches and 
provide resources to help them 
reach more people for Christ. 
The next phase included a 
brand-new robust website, 
which was introduced later in 
the year.

Tucker stated the impor-
tance of this new communica-
tions plan: “Our desire is to 
reflect as clearly as possible the 
desire and work of Arkansas 
Baptists – to spread the mes-
sage of the cross across Arkan-
sas and with Arkansas Baptists 
around the world.” 

Compiled by Arkansas Baptist 

News staff.

Arkansas Baptists share Christ during Acts 1:8 One Day events Sept. 12 throughout 
the Red River Baptist Association and Oct. 3 throughout the Greene County Baptist 
Association. A free dental clinic (left) was part of the Greene County event.
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Ryan, resident of Fox Ridge 
Assisted Living in North Little 
Rock, died Dec. 18 at age 84. 
She graduated from Ouachita 
Baptist College (now Ouachi-
ta Baptist University) in 1953 

and finished 
n u r s i n g 
school at 
Ok lahoma 
Baptist Uni-
versity. She 
worked as 
a registered 
nurse. Dew-
b r e - R y a n 
was an active 

member of Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock; 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 
and a number of other min-
istries. Dewbre-Ryan was pre-

C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Due to resignation, New Hope Baptist 
Church of Pollard is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, New Hope Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 80, Pollard, AR 72456.

Central Baptist Church of Hot Springs is 
accepting applications for interim pas-
tor, deadline Jan. 31. Applications can 
be mailed to 1035 Central Avenue, Hot 
Springs, AR 71901 or emailed to central-
baptist1035@att.net.  

Dermott Baptist Church is petition-
ing the Lord to send us a bi-vocational 
or a full-time pastor.  Please respond 
to Dermott Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, Kim Ellington, Chairman, P.O. 
Box 334, Dermott, AR 71638 or email to el-
lingtonkim@yahoo.com. 

Shilo Baptist Church (SBC), Rover, Mo., 
17 miles east of West Plains, seeking bi-
vocational pastor.  Worship attendance 
about 70, median age about 35. Send re-
sumes to Gary Barton, RR 1, Box 1038, Al-
ton, MO 65506.

FBC, Oppelo, is seeking a full-time se-
nior pastor. Send resumes to youthdirec-
tor@fbcoppelo.com  

Revised – Sylamore Baptist Church is a 

small church renewing their search for a 
FULL-time bi-vocational pastor. 
We are located just outside of Mountain 
View in a quiet and beautiful area and 
hope you will want to live here too. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

Village Baptist Church in beautiful 
Bella Vista is prayerfully seeking a se-
nior pastor. Please email resumes to 
pfarish@vbconline.net or mail to 380 
Glasgow Road, Bella Vista, AR 72715. 

First Baptist Church, Hazen, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational pastor, housing 
available. Please mail resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, P.O. Box 489, Hazen, 
AR 72064 or email to vickielynn72064@
yahoo.com.  

First Baptist Church of Lockesburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Selection Com-
mittee, FBC, P.O. Box 53, Lockesburg, AR 
71846 or fbsecretary@outlook.com.   

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., 
Suite 350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

 OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Trinity Baptist Church, Benton, is seek-
ing a full-time student minister. For 
information, call church at 501-778-9146. 
Email resumes to trinitybenton@ymail.
com.  

White River Baptist Association in north 
central Arkansas is prayerfully searching for 
a full-time associational mission-
ary. Resumes must be postmarked by Feb. 
16, 2016. Please send to Tammy Small,  
P.O. Box 2413, Mountain Home, AR 72653. 
Email tammy.small.1308@gmail.com.

FBC Mena is searching for an intern/
part-time person to work in our 
youth/children ministries. Primary 
responsibility would be youth with some 
crossover to children. 15-20 hours per 
week. A great opportunity for a Ouachita 
student. $200/week plus expenses. Email 
brorussellthreet@gmail.com.

First Baptist, Searcy, is seeking a full-
time minister to students. Experience 
required and seminary training preferred. 
Email resumes to linda@fbcsearcy.org or 
mail to FBC Searcy, Attention: Linda Stake, 
105 S. Spring St., Searcy, AR 72143.  

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is seek-
ing a full-time student pastor. Those 

interested should send a resume to Bear Creek 
Springs Baptist Church, Attn. Senior Pastor, 
179 Devito Loop, Harrison, AR 72601. 

Full-time worship pastor sought 
to lead blended worship in conservative, 
reformed SBC in Bartlesville, Okla. (www.
highlandparkbaptist.net). Choir conducting, 
media skills preferred. Send resume to of-
fice@highlandparkbaptist.net. 

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, is seeking a 
full-time student minister. College or 
seminary degree preferred. Send resume to 
FBC, P.O. Box 578, Des Arc, AR 72040.  

Temple Baptist Church in Searcy is look-
ing for a full-time or part-time youth 
pastor. Send resumes to 700 W. Moore, 
Searcy, AR 72143 or email pastorjefftho-
mas@gmail.com. 

Soaring Wings Ranch (SWR), a nonprofit, 
Christ-centered children’s home, is seeking 
to hire a social worker for a full-time, 
salaried position. The ranch is located 15 
minutes northeast of Conway on 195 beau-
tiful acres. Minimum of a bachelor’s degree 
is required. Duties will include but are not 
limited to: outreach and communications to 
all referral sources. Evaluation of referrals and 
admission of SWR children. Keeping chil-
dren’s files and working with state licensing. 
Close collaboration with campus director and 

with house parents. Advisement for house 
parents on behavioral issues and needed 
services. Full job description at www.
swranch.org/employment. Please send 
resumes to jessica@soaringwingsranch.
com or P.O. Box 1670, Conway, AR 72033.

Clarkridge Baptist, located north of 
Mountain Home, is seeking a part-time 
worship leader and a pianist. If 
interested, contact Pastor Tim Moore at 
501-920-0552 or email timjmoore21@
gmail.com. 

Calvary Baptist Church of Camden is 
looking for a full-time youth pastor. 
Praying for the will of God! 870-574-
0591, don@calvaryofcamden.org. 

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 
AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org.  

MISCELLANEOUS

A/V Projection and Sound. All 
Audio-Visual Services Inc. for your A/V 
gear or installations. 25th year anniversary. 
479-756-0888. www.allavservices.com.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and San-
dra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-6617.

Obituaries

Dennis “Preacher” Betts, 
68, of Hot 
S p r i n g s , 
died Satur-
day, Dec. 
19. Betts was 
ordained a 
Baptist min-
ister in the 
late 1980s 
and spent 
most of his 

time riding his motorcycle and 
using it as a ministry. Betts at-
tended Crossgate Church, 
Hot Springs, and was a Master 
Mason. He was a member of 

Ordinations
Thomas “Tom” Coker, pas-

tor of Tichnor Baptist Church, 
Tichnor, was ordained to the 
gospel ministry Nov. 29. He 
was ordained by Saint Charles 
Baptist Church, Saint Charles, 
at the request of Tichnor Bap-
tist.

On the move
Van Edwards, an Arkansas 

native, is serving as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Green 
Forest, coming from First 
Baptist Church of Big Piney, 
Wyo., where he served with 
the North American Mission 
Board.

the Christian Motorcycle Asso-
ciation, Arkansas Bikers Aim-
ing Towards Education and 
Arkansas Baptist Biker Asso-
ciation, and he was a Mission 
Service Corps missionary. He 
was also a substitute teacher 
and had served as an Arkansas 
Baptist pastor. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents and 
a brother. Betts is survived by 
his wife, Vikki Elaine Betts of 
Hot Springs; three sons; two 
stepsons; three brothers; 10 
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. Visitation and 
funeral services were held 
Dec. 23 at Hot Springs Fu-
neral Home. Burial took place 
at Morning Star Cemetery in 
Hot Springs.

Martha Moreland Dewbre-

ceded in death by her first hus-
band, Dr. Ben Elam Dewbre 
Jr.; her second husband, Eu-
gene Ryan; her parents, and 
two sisters. She is survived by 
four children; 11 grandchil-
dren; eight great-grandchil-
dren; a sister, and four nieces 
and nephews. Visitation was 
held Dec. 20 at Roller-Owens 
Funeral Home in North Little 
Rock. The funeral service was 
held Dec. 21 at Park Hill Bap-
tist Church. Burial followed at 
Rest Hills Cemetery in North 
Little Rock.

Church life

First Baptist Church, 
Hamburg, surpassed its Lot-

tie Moon Christmas Offering 
for International Missions goal 
by almost $7,600. The church 
goal was set at $24,000. Bobby 
Pennington serves as pastor.

ACROSS ARKANSAS
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A NUMBER of students 
with Arkansas ties recently 
graduated from Southern 
Baptist seminaries and their 
related colleges.

Two students with Ar-
kansas ties graduated Dec. 
11 from Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. 
These were Alyson Wat-
kins, of Benton, Master of 
Arts in theological stud-
ies, and Nathan Brown, 
of Jonesboro, Master of 
Theology. In addition, two 
students with Arkansas ties 
graduated from The Col-
lege at Southeastern. These 
were Eric Gunselman, of 
Barling, Master of Arts 
in intercultural studies, 
and Seth Stark, of Heber 
Springs, Master of Arts in 
intercultural studies. 

Two students with Ar-

kansas ties graduated Dec. 
19 from New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. 
These were Jennifer Long, 
of Batesville, Master of Arts 
in Christian education, and 
Clay Carroll, of North Lit-
tle Rock, Master of Arts in 
missiology. 

Five students with Ar-
kansas ties graduated Dec. 
11 from The Southern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. These were Dallas 
W. Auslam, of Elkins, Mas-
ter of Divinity; Charles D. 
Franks, of Jonesboro, Mas-
ter of Arts in theological 
studies; Blake D. Hudspeth, 
of Little Rock, Master of Di-
vinity; William C. Kibler, 
of Fort Smith, Master of 
Divinity, and Richard A. 
Miller II, of Bryant, Master 
of Arts in church ministries.

Students graduate seminary

HOW CAN children be in-
volved in ministry to people 
outside their own churches? 
Hundreds of children and 
adults will be doing ministry in 
their own communities on or 
around Feb. 13 as part of Chil-
dren’s Ministry Day (CMD). 

“CMD is a great way to en-
courage your children to be in-
volved in ministry and (show 
them) the importance of show-
ing others about the love of 
Jesus,” said Charity Taylor, Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion missions team member. 

This year’s theme – All for 

You – will help children real-
ize they are able 
to share Jesus’ 
love with oth-
ers as they serve 
people in their 
communities.

“This oppor-
tunity provides 
a great founda-
tion for equip-
ping children 
to live out the 
Great Com-
mission,” Tay-
lor said, encouraging people 
to join children around the 

U.S. as they minister in their 
c o m m u n i -
ties Feb. 13 
or another 
convenient 
day. “Look 
around your 
community 
for ways 
children can 
be involved 
in ministry. 
Is there a 
Laundromat 
where chil-

dren can provide quarters and 
laundry detergent as they show 

Children’s Ministry Day to offer service experience

Advertise in the ABN!
arkansasbaptist.org/advertise

ARKADELPHIA – The 
Arkansas Master’Singers 
Concert of Worship will 
be held at 7 p.m. Feb. 4. 
The event will take place 
at the Jones Performing 
Arts Center on the cam-
pus of Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia.

Master’Singers 
to perform God’s love to others? Can chil-

dren go shopping to help pro-
vide a meal for a family in the 
community? What other needs 
are there in your community 
that children can be involved 
in ministering to?”

For more information 
about Children’s Ministry Day 
in Arkansas, contact Taylor at 
ctaylor@absc.org or visit wmu.
com/cmd. 

KAY COUNTY, Okla. – The 
body of country singer Craig 
Strickland, a former Ouachita 
Baptist University student, was 
found Jan. 4 by the Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol, according to 
media reports. His body was 
found in the area of Bear Creek 
Cove in Kay County, Okla.

Reports indicate that Strick-
land, lead singer for the Ar-
kansas-based band Backroad 
Anthem, and his friend Chase 
R. Morland were hunting in 
Oklahoma and were reported 
missing Dec. 27.

Morland’s body was found 
Dec. 28.

Upon discovery of Strick-
land’s body, his wife, Helen, 
tweeted: “#CraigStrickland was 
found today. He is safe with 
his Father in Heaven. Thank 
you Lord for leading us to him 

Former OBU student 
dies during hunting trip

today. I will praise you, Amen.”
The website faithit.com 

shared Helen Strickland’s 
words regarding the shape of 
her husband’s body: “They 
found him lying in the shape 
of a cross looking up to his Fa-
ther. I know he found Jesus at 
that moment.”

Helen Strickland is former 
Miss Arkansas USA.

Craig Strickland and his dog.

ACROSS ARKANSAS
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continued from page one
NEWPORT
individuals that he encounters 
while ministering in Newport 
and surrounding areas fit into 
one of two categories: (1) They 
have never heard the gospel or 
(2) they have been “burned” by 
the Church.

“God has blessed us with 
faithful people. We have 96 
members that have joined the 
church and become members 
of the Newport campus since 
last year. I would say that easily 
about 70 percent of those are 
highly active members that are 
engaged in discipleship, lead-
ing something or volunteer-
ing,” said Elliott.

In small towns, it can feel 
like everybody knows every-
body else, said Elliott. How-
ever, he said that the Newport 
campus sees new visitors every 
week, most of whom are in-
dividuals the members of the 
congregation have 
never previously met.

Elliott said the 
average age of those 
at Central Baptist’s 
Newport campus is 
about 30.

“We’re filled with 
young people. That’s 
a hard generation to 
reach, especially in 
that area, and God is 
bringing it,” he said. 
“I’m 28. My genera-
tion and below, they 
are wanting some-
one to just bring 
the truth. Just state it plainly. 
Don’t dress it up.”

One of the major overarch-
ing values held by Central’s 
Newport campus is a love and 
appreciation for not only the 

Truth of the gospel, but being 
able to have educated reasons 
for belief and an ability to 
share those reasons with lost 
people in their community, El-
liott said.

“God has given me a great 
love and passion for apolo-
getics. My tendency in my 
preaching is to be bent toward 
apologetics and proving things 
whenever they come up, or 
just giving evidence and ways 
to defend a point,” he said. 
“And they (Newport campus) 
love that too. They really gravi-
tate toward the apologetic side 
of things, trying to think logi-
cally through things. They re-
ally grasp that and are hungry 
for that.”

“The Church has some-
what fallen short on teaching 
people what they believe and 
why,” said Elliott. “What we 
believe has been drilled into 
our heads, but not why.”

Elliott grew up in a South-
ern Baptist church in north-

east Arkansas. During his 
formative years, he prayed a 
prayer during an invitation 
and was later baptized; how-
ever, he said he never felt that 
he understood the spiritual 

decisions that he had made. It 
wasn’t until years later in 2012 
that he fell under conviction 
during a sermon by Mason 
and prayed to receive Christ 
that he felt a true change and 
peace come over his life.

“I was what you call a false 
convert,” said Elliott. “I was 
totally apathetic toward God. 
I never would have classified 
myself as an atheist. But I was 
practically one. ... I was good 
at being good.”

A month after becoming 
a believer, he was baptized 
at Central Baptist. Over the 
next three years, God called 
Elliott into the ministry, first 
bi-vocationally and now as the 
full-time teaching pastor for 
Central’s Newport campus.

“It has been awesome. … It 
just goes to show how good He 
is,” said Elliott.

Elliott said that he believes 
God has big plans for Central 
Baptist’s Newport campus. He 
said his hope is that the con-

gregation would grow to 500 
believers in the next five years 
and expand from Newport out 
to Searcy or Batesville, each of 
which are about 40 miles from 
Newport.

“God can still bring reviv-
al, and the older generation 
should not lose hope in what 

God can do in the younger 
generation,” said Elliott. 

“He is using them. … I see it 
firsthand, what God is doing 
in the young people. He is call-
ing them to ministry, and it is 
just fun to watch,” he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 

caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro’s Newport campus has grown to nearly 100 active members in less than a year and a half.

continued from page one
DR

“For about 2 miles from the 
mouth of the Arkansas, water 
from the Mississippi is going 
back up into the Arkansas 
River,” said Garrett. “It’s going 
to be all hands on deck. It is 
probably one of the biggest di-
sasters that we will experience 
in recent memory.”

Garrett said Arkansas Bap-
tist DR teams will only be 
deploying to sites in Arkan-

sas at this time. However, 
the North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) is sending aid 
and teams to Arkansas, as well 
as Oklahoma, Missouri and 
Texas. NAMB is providing 
Shockwave, a chemical used 
in flood recovery and clean-
up, for Arkansas Baptist DR 
teams.

If your church or group is 
interested in joining the Ar-
kansas Baptist DR’s flood re-
covery, have the group leader 
contact Michelle Hendrix at 
mhendrix@absc.org or 501-
376-4791, ext. 5249.

continued from page 3
DEWITT
under the Arkansas Freedom 
of Information Act. Smith 
continued to work with Dewitt 
– first as a volunteer, then as a 
chaplain – spending 40 hours 
a week working with inmates 
in the PAL program.

Smith no longer works in 
the prison system.

After Dewitt’s resignation, 
three female inmates stepped 
forward with their own sexual-
assault allegations against De-
witt. By law, prisoners cannot 
“consent” to have sexual rela-
tions.

Dewitt’s relationship with 
inmates was a violation of the 

department’s Administrative 
Directive 12-33, which pro-
hibits managers from having 
sexual relationships with sub-
ordinates, according to docu-
ments.

It is also illegal for a mem-
ber of the clergy who “is in a 
position of trust or authority 
over the victim” to use that 
“position to engage in sexual 
intercourse or deviate sexual 
activity.”

Since his original arrest, 
Dewitt was rearrested Dec. 
30 after his wife accused 
him of domestic abuse less 
than two weeks after a dis-
trict judge released him on a  
$30,000 bond pending trial 
on the 50 counts of sexual 
assault, according to the  
Democrat-Gazette.

Children participate in the Awana program at the Newport campus of Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro.

Youth from Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro’s 
Newport campus visit a pumpkin patch.
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Sherrill Moffett
Pocahontas

Every single day of life is full of 
choices. 

Some choices we make without 
even really thinking about them – like 
deciding to eat, deciding to turn on 
the heat or deciding to breathe. Some 
choices require 
more thought – 
like deciding what 
to wear, how much 
effort to put into 
your work or where 
to go for dinner. 
Then, there are 
some decisions that 
change the course of our 
lives – like deciding who 
to marry or how to raise 
your children.

In Matthew 7, Jesus il-
lustrates the choice given 
to each of us concerning 
our participation in the 
kingdom of God. We are 
reminded that choosing 
Jesus is never the “easy” 
choice. Certainly, we enjoy 
the fruits of a relationship 
with Christ, but we are promised per-
secution, trials and constant work. 
Though all are welcome at the table of 
God, few will actually take the small 
gate and narrow road. We must be in-
tentional in our pursuit of following 
Jesus.

The choice to follow Jesus is more 

than just a rational acceptance of His 
existence. Matthew 7:21 paints a bit of 
an intimidating picture that should 
cause each of us to look deep into our 
hearts. Have we surrendered our lives 
to Christ in a choice of obedience, or 

are we just saying 
words that have 
no meaning?

The choice 
to follow Jesus 
is like making a 
wise investment. 
Each person will 
encounter the 

rains and floods of life 
– nobody can hide from 
them. Yet, not every per-
son will build his or her 
foundation into the Rock 
of Christ. That choice, 
though seemingly unpop-
ular, is an investment in 
purpose and meaning.

 Jesus’ parables always 
have such a palpable 
sense of urgency about 
them. These are no ex-

ceptions! He makes it perfectly clear 
to us that there is a decision to be 
made, a response to consider and an 
investment to be made. Time is short 
and each of us are called to decide. 
What choice will you make? Who will 
you follow? What investment will you 
make?

our lives become evidence of it.  
What a contradiction to the world’s 

philosophy that says you should do 
all, be all, claim all and conquer all. 
The world says to love yourself more 
than anyone else, but the Bible says in 

Mark 12:30, “Love 
the Lord your 
God with all your 
heart and with 
all your soul and 
with all your mind 
and with all your 
strength.”

While the world 
says the individual is No. 
1, our distinct character 
in Christ follows the com-
mand in Mark 12:31 that 
says in part, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

As Christ-followers 
and pilgrims to the Prom-
ised Land, we acknowl-
edge happiness and sav-
ing grace aren’t found in 
anything this world has to 
offer. We do so because 

God renewed our minds, and He now 
wants us to reveal His love and salva-
tion to others.

Jesus taught that we are blessed 
when our character mirrors His. What 
glory will He receive, or what blessing 
can we claim if our lives never portray 
His sacrificial love? 

Everybody must respond to Jesus. 
Everybody must figure out what to “do” 
with Jesus. 

During the ministry of Jesus, the 
responses were as varied as the people 
He encountered. Some, like the man 
with leprosy in 
Matthew 8:1-4, 
chose to believe 
and trust. Some, 
like the Pharisees 
and other religious 
leaders, chose to 
reject. 

In Matthew 8:5-
13, we see the faith of a 
centurion who chose to 
trust Jesus.  

The centurion would 
have been considered 
“unclean” and a part of 
the Roman rule over the 
Jews and certainly not 
part of the family of Abra-
ham. Just the fact that 
Jesus welcomed the cen-
turion, engaged with him 
and ministered to him, 
tells us that faith is something that is 
open to all people. God’s kingdom has 
very large doors! Any person can enter 
into His kingdom, regardless of what 
their race, background, abilities or in-
abilities are. 

 The faithful centurion tells us 
that faith is open to all and that it 

is risky. This man took certain risks 
to be near Jesus. He put his reputa-
tion, and even career, on the line 
in order to ask Jesus for help. He 
broke social protocol. He came to 
Jesus in need. He had faith despite 

the risks.
Faith is not 

only risky, but 
also it is hum-
bling. We see in 
Matthew 8:9 that 
the centurion had 
a certain amount 
of power and au-

thority himself. Yet, he 
came with no expectation 
of Jesus helping him. He 
had a simple faith that 
was humbling.

Faith is multiplied 
and used by God. It was 
the power of God and 
not the sheer force of 
the centurion’s will that 
brought healing. Yet, the 
faith of the centurion was 
certainly multiplied and 

used in God’s kingdom. In a twist of 
narrative, the faith of the “unclean” 
centurion was found to be greater 
than many of Israel. While the re-
ligious leaders of the day scoffed at 
the work of Jesus, the “unclean” cen-
turion professed simple faith in the 
Messiah. 

I love the story of Esther. The young 
woman with noble character won the 
affection of King Xerxes and became 
the queen of Persia. The Bible records 
her desirable traits in several ways.

When she was taken from her home, 
the young woman 
remembered her 
cousin Mordecai’s 
instructions to 
keep her national-
ity a secret, and she 
obeyed. Even after 
rigorous prepara-
tion to be present-
ed to the king, she sought 
special counsel on how to 
best please the ruler.

Once she became 
queen, Esther balanced 
respect for her husband 
and loyalty to her fam-
ily. And when she found 
herself in a position to 
choose her life or the life 
of many, she requested 
the support of the Jewish 
people to fast with her. 
She prepared a plan, and knowing she 
was in danger, she still courageously 
stepped forward. 

She could have disregarded the ca-
lamity approaching and remained hid-
den in the luxuries surrounding her. 
However, pursuing a life of respect, loy-
alty, wisdom, courage and discernment 

prepared Esther for action. Because of 
her bravery and influence, the Jewish 
nation was saved.

How do we influence our world? 
We probably won’t be called on to 
save an entire race of human beings. 

But we are at the 
King’s command 
to point people 
to His kingdom. 
Just as Esther 
found herself in a 
unique position, 
God places us 
where our influ-

ence counts the most. 
Whether at work, on the 
phone or in a store, our 
duty is to demonstrate 
God’s character and love 
to others.

God has called us to be 
salt and light for Him. 

The first part of Mat-
thew 5:13 says, “You are 
the salt of the earth.” 

Matthew 5:14 be-
gins, “You are the light 

of the world.” 
In each verse, Jesus goes on to say 

that neither are beneficial if they don’t 
do what they are designed to do. 

Esther exercised her influence with 
integrity. God wants the same from us. 
If we don’t advocate for Him as He 
intends, how beneficial are we? 

Melissa Kirk
Pocahontas

Two paths, one choice
MATTHEW 7:13-21, 24-27

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Sherrill Moffett
Pocahontas

Jesus began the Sermon on the 
Mount affirming our need of a Savior. 

Matthew 5:3 says, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

He continued the Beatitudes, teach-
ing the desired 
steps to build a 
noble character.

When we first 
recognize we are 
destitute without 
God, we ask to 
be reconciled to 
Him. The blood of 
Jesus washes away our un-
righteousness, creating an 
empty and clean vessel that 
can be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Our new character is 
then ready to be fashioned 
in the likeness of Christ.

Meekness takes resi-
dence as we understand 
that we have been made 
whole only by the mercy 
of God. Forgiveness comes 
easier because we remem-
ber our offenses. We strive to rely on 
God because we realize how inept our 
actions are without Him. Taking John 
3:30 to heart, we give Jesus center stage. 

The verse says, “He must become 
greater; I must become less.” 

As we mature spiritually, our words 
not only proclaim we are Christian, 

Distinct in my character
MATTHEW 5:1-12

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Faith demonstrated
MATTHEW 8:5-13 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Distinct in my influence
MATTHEW 5:13-20

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE
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Melissa Kirk
Pocahontas
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