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SOUTHERN BAPTIST lead-
ers agree the legalization of 
same-sex marriage by the U.S. 
Supreme Court is a seismic 
shift in the cultural, social and 
religious fabric of the nation.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled June 26 that state laws 
banning same-sex marriage are 
unconstitutional, therefore 
legalizing same-sex marriage 
throughout the United States, 
even in states like Arkansas 
where voters by an overwhelm-
ing margin had defined that 
marriage is between a man and 
a woman.

While evangelicals widely 
denounced the decision, the 
lead Southern Baptist ethicist 
said the move also presents 
opportunities for Christians 
residing in a fallen world.

As a guest for the July 1 
edition of Politico’s Playbook 

Breakfast, Russell Moore, pres-
ident of the Southern Baptist 
Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission, said he believes 
Christians “can be Americans 
best when we’re not Americans 
first, when we have a sense of 
understanding of who we are 
in terms of our distinctiveness. 
Now that time is here.”

Moore said the Supreme 
Court’s legalization of same-
sex marriage has given clarity 
to Christians of their “distinc-
tiveness” in American life.

American Christianity, 
“especially American Protes-
tant Christianity in the Bible 
Belt, was too comfortable 
with being American,” said 
Moore, adding, “I think for a 
long time there were a lot of 
American Christians who ide-
alized some golden age in the 
past, the 1950s or the 1980s, 
which is not really a Christian 

Campers perform a scene from the drama opener at Camp Siloam (formerly Arkansas Baptist Assembly). Camper Hattie Newhart 
(below) reacts during the performance. Photos by Mackenzie Philips

See REACTION page 7

Camp Siloam goes ‘MulleTopia’
Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

 
SILOAM SPRINGS – When 
compiling a list of top outreach 
ministry tools, the mullet hair-
style does not typically come 
to mind. However, Camp Si-
loam’s summer 2015 theme 
of MulleTopia is making a dif-
ference in the lives of students 
and adults. After completing 
four of the seven weeks of 
camp, numbers for attendance 
and decisions have grown.

The 224 churches registered 
for camp this summer is an in-
crease of nearly 20 since last 
summer, according to Jason 
Wilkie, executive director of 
the camp since 2010. 

As of week four, 134 camp-
ers have made first-time profes-
sions of faith, 76 have made 
life-changing recommitments, 
35 expressed an interest in 

baptism and 45 have request-
ed prayer, said Wilkie. Also, 
41 campers have expressed a 
call to missions and full-time 
ministry, already exceeding last 
year’s total of 33.

“What these numbers repre-
sent is that kids are connecting 

with the story and they’re con-
necting with the missions em-
phasis that we have this year,” 
Wilkie explained. 

In honor of this year’s 
theme, the stage is set with all 
things “MulleTopia,” includ-
ing a spectacle of RV trailers 
stacked three stories high. The 
set and theme are all part of an 
attempt to capture the atten-
tion and imagination of camp-
ers who otherwise might not 
be able to focus on a typical 
sermon, and to do so in a way 
that is understandable and ap-
plicable to them. 

“Our philosophy is that we 
take a biblical story (and) we 
pull it out of the Hebrew con-
text and put it into another 
context, another world, anoth-
er place,” Wilkie said.

The story chosen to serve as 

See MULLETOPIA page 8

Baptist leaders
react to SC ruling

FAYETTEVILLE – Fay-
etteville residents will once 
again vote on a civil rights 
ordinance aimed at protect-
ing the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender community 
Sept. 8.

Passed by the Fayetteville 
City Council in a 6-2 vote 
June 16, Ordinance 5781 is 
a revised version of a simi-
lar civil rights law originally 
passed in August 2014 by 

The ABN classifieds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 16.
The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

‘Civil rights’ ordinance again
before Fayetteville residents

See ORDINANCE page 8

the council. The law was re-
pealed by a popular vote in 
December.

According to media re-
ports, the new ordinance 
would “prohibit business 
owners and landlords from 
firing or evicting someone 
because of their sexual orien-
tation or gender identity. It 
will also provide protections 
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Sexual conduct policy 
updated at Baylor
 
WACO, Texas (BP) – Bay-
lor University has deleted 
an affirmation of hetero-
sexual marriage from its 
policy on sexual conduct 
as well as a specific pro-
hibition of “homosexual 
acts.” A university spokes-
woman told Baptist Press 
the revised policy will be 
interpreted in a manner 
consistent with the 1963 
Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage, including the 1998 
amendment defining 
marriage as “the unit-
ing of one man and one 
woman in covenant com-
mitment for a lifetime.” 
Baylor is the world’s larg-
est Baptist university and 
cooperates with the Bap-
tist General Convention 
of Texas (BGCT). The 
BGCT elects 25 percent 
of the university’s board 
of regents and planned to 
send Baylor $353,125 this 
year, according to the con-
vention’s 2015 Missions 
and Ministries Budget.

Baptist colleges appeal  
court Obamacare ruling
WASHINGTON, D.C.  
(BP) – Houston Baptist 
University (HBU) and 
East Texas Baptist Univer-
sity (ETBU ) are appeal-
ing to the Supreme Court 
in challenging the Obam-
acare mandate to provide 
insurance coverage en-
compassing abortion-in-
ducing drugs. HBU and 
ETBU, in conjunction 
with the Becket Fund for 
Religious Liberty along 
with Westminster Theo-
logical Seminary, filed a 
petition July 8 with the 
high court in response 
to a June 22 ruling by a 
three-judge panel of the 
5th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals that the mandate 
did not and, likely, would 
not “substantially burden 
their religious exercise.” 
In all, 56 cases involving 
140 nonprofit plaintiffs 
have been filed against 
the mandate.

Sutton: Razorback, Baptist dies at 84

‘Firebrand Baptist’ Dunn dies on 4th of July 

Sutton

Dunn

LITTLE ROCK – William 
“Buddy” H. Sutton, former 
Arkansas Razorback football 
player, Arkansas Baptist leader 
and high-profile attorney, died 
July 2. He was 84.

Sutton joined 
Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, 
in 1959, where he 
taught Sunday school 
for more than 50 
years and served as 
a deacon. In 1989, 
he served as chair-
man of the Arkan-
sas Billy Graham Crusade in 
Little Rock. Sutton served 
as president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention in 
1991-1992 and on the Baptist 
Health Board of Trustees since 
1973. He has served numerous 
terms on the Ouachita Baptist 
University board of trustees, 
where the college’s William 
H. Sutton School of Social Sci-

ences is dedicated in his name.
He was born on March 

13, 1931, in Hope, where he 
graduated in 1949 from Hope 
High School. Sutton went 

on to attend the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville, where he 
graduated from the 
school of business in 
1953 and from the 
school of law in 1959. 
During his years at Ar-
kansas, Sutton played 
football with Pat Sum-
merall, Dave Hanner, 

Fred Williams, Lamar McHan, 
Lewis Carpenter and others. 
He was inducted into the Ar-
kansas Sports Hall of Fame in 
2001 and the University of Ar-
kansas Hall of Honor in 2013.

A longtime attorney in 
Little Rock with the Friday, 
Eldredge and Clark law firm, 
Sutton represented Jim Guy 
Tucker when the former gov-

ernor was facing charges from 
the Whitewater grand jury, ac-
cording to an article published 
in the Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette.

Sutton was preceded in 
death by Peggy Pentecost Sut-
ton, his wife of 52 years; par-
ents, Tena and Claud Sutton; 
sister Claud Ann Freeman; 
brothers-in-law Ray Lawrence 
and Bernie Hargis Jr., and step-
son Warren Webster Overton.

Survivors include his wife, 
Susan Overton Sutton, daugh-
ter Rebecca Jane Kirkpatrick 
(Dan); sons William Richard 
Sutton and Wesley Hamil-
ton Sutton; grandchildren 
Kathryn Kirkpatrick Choate 
(David), Mary Kirkpatrick 
Doddridge (Nathaniel), Dan 
Michael Kirkpatrick (Leigh) 
and Rebecca Grace Kirk-
patrick; great-grandchildren 
Charlotte “Lottie” Moon Dod-
dridge, William H. “Buddy” 

Doddridge, Nathaniel Pente-
cost Doddridge, Willem Mi-
chael Culpepper, and Walden 
Thomas Culpepper; sisters 
Roxie Jane Lawrence and Car-
olyn Sue Hargis; brother-in-law 
William F. Freeman (Mary); 
stepson William Ford Overton 
(Stephanie); step-grandchil-
dren Sophie Corinne Over-
ton, Molly Elizabeth Overton, 
Meredith Payne Overton, 
Olivia Ann Overton, Warren 
William Overton, and Susan 
Sarah Overton, and a number 
of nieces and nephews.

Visitation was held July 5 at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Lit-
tle Rock, followed by a grave-
side service July 6 at Memory 
Gardens in Hope, with Stan 
Parris officiating. A memorial 
service was held July 6, at Im-
manuel Baptist, with Gary L. 
Hollingsworth, Rex M. Horne 
Jr. and Bernie S. Hargis III  
officiating.

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 
(BP) – James Dunn, executive 
director of the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs 
(BJC) from 1981 to 1999, died 
Saturday, July 4, in Winston-
Salem, N.C. He was 83.

Dunn led the 
church-state organiza-
tion, now called Bap-
tist Joint Committee 
for Religious Liberty, 
during turbulent years 
in its relationship 
with the Southern 
Baptist Convention 
(SBC). 

Disagreements be-
tween SBC leaders and the 
BJC over public policy and 
other issues led to the conven-
tion’s defunding of the orga-
nization over a two-year span 
at the 1990 and 1991 SBC 
annual meetings. Until its ac-
tions, the SBC was the largest 
financial contributor among 
the BJC’s then nine member 
denominations.

The SBC cut all ties with 
the BJC in 1992.

Prior to leading the BJC, 
Dunn had served 12 years as 
director of the Christian Life 
Commission of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas. 
He was a trustee of The South-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville, Ky., at the 
time of his move to Washing-

ton, D.C., and was a member 
of Americans United for Sepa-
ration of Church and State’s 
advisory council.

After retirement, Dunn 
taught Christianity and public 
policy at Wake Forest Univer-

sity in Winston-Salem.
The BJC, in its 

obituary of Dunn, de-
scribed him as “a fire-
brand Baptist” known 
for “his stalwart de-
fense of religious lib-
erty.”

He is survived by 
his wife, Marilyn. A 
memorial service is set 

for Saturday, July 18, at Knoll-
wood Baptist Church in Win-
ston-Salem.

A native of Fort Worth, 
Texas, Dunn held a Doctor of 
Theology degree from South-
western Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort Worth, 
studying under longtime ethics 
professor T.B. Maston. Dunn 
earlier received a Bachelor of 
Divinity degree from South-
western and an undergraduate 
degree from Texas Wesleyan 
University in Fort Worth.

In a folksy, yet bombastic 
style, Dunn opposed con-
servatives on such matters as 
prayer in public schools and 
federal vouchers for private 
schools. But on occasion, he 
found common ground with 

conservatives, most notably in 
the passage of the 1993 Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration 
Act, which in recent months 
has emerged as a battleground 
between conservatives and ho-
mosexual rights activists.

Dunn was the author of sev-
eral books and the subject of 
a 2011 book titled “James M. 
Dunn and Soul Freedom” by 
Aaron Douglas Weaver.

Russell Moore, who was 
then dean of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s School 
of Theology, reviewed Weav-
er’s book after its publication 
by Smyth and Helwys.

“Love him or hate him, 
Dunn was a powerful force 
in Baptist life in the 20th cen-
tury,” Moore wrote, crediting 
Dunn with quips he (Moore) 
had used in his classroom such 
as, “Everybody wants a theoc-
racy. And everybody wants to 
be ‘Theo,’” and, “Ain’t nobody 
but Jesus going to tell me what 
to believe.” Moore is now pres-
ident of the SBC Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion.

Moore wrote that he agreed 
with Dunn on various issues, 
“perhaps above all … of what 
a Christless civil religion does 
to the witness of the church, 
which is to freeze it into some-
thing useless if not satanic.”

Yet Dunn “was not exempt 

from the pull toward a civil re-
ligion and a politicized faith,” 
Moore wrote. 

“On the issue of abortion, 
for instance, Dunn refused to 
call for the protection of un-
born human life. … His prin-
ciple of ‘soul freedom’ gave a 
theological basis for the right 
of a woman to choose to abort 
her child. But what about the 
question of the personhood of 
the fetus, what of his or her 
‘soul freedom’? After all, ‘soul 
freedom’ wouldn’t mean the 
freedom of a white suprema-
cist to lynch, would it? Of 
course not. Can a corporate 
executive claim the ‘soul free-
dom’ to pollute a water stream? 
No. … Dunn saw the limits 
of ‘soul freedom,’ and coura-
geously so, when it came to is-
sues of segregation, economic 
predation (including the state 
lottery system), and so on. It’s  
a tragedy he couldn’t 
see it here on abortion,”  
said Moore.

Yet Dunn’s death sparked 
an outpouring of affirmation 
on Facebook and in other 
media.

Brent Walker, quoted in an 
obituary at Baptist News Glob-
al, said, “How fitting that he 
died – like fellow freedom ad-
vocates Thomas Jefferson and 
John Adams – on the Fourth 
of July.”
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N.C. pastor says raise 
Christian flag over U.S.
 
SHELBY, N.C. (BP) 
– North Carolina Pas-
tor Rit Varriale wants 
to see churches fly the 
Christian flag above the 
American flag as a bibli-
cal statement, reversing 
flag etiquette that calls 
for the American flag to 
be flown in the promi-
nent position. Varriale, 
as senior pastor of Eliza-
beth Baptist Church in 
Shelby, N.C., said the 
church installed its first-
ever flagpole in order to 
raise the two flags in a 
special ceremony after 
morning worship on July 
5 in which the Christian 
f lag was raised in the 
higher position – which 
prompted interviews by 
Charlotte-area NBC, CBS 
and Fox affiliates. “If you 
stop and think about it, 
(flag etiquette) is inconsis-
tent with what the Bible 
teaches us,” Varriale said. 
“We are first and fore-
most Christians who are 
called to serve the living 
God.” 

Mosque bombing 
triggers church burnings
JOS, Nigeria (BP) – The 
bombing of a mosque by 
the terrorist group Boko 
Haram sparked destruc-
tion at two churches in 
Jos, a major city in Nige-
ria’s north-central state 
of Plateau. The churches 
were attacked the night 
of July 5 amid a week of 
violence attributed to 
Boko Haram in which as 
many as 300 people were 
killed, both Muslims and 
Christians. The terrorist 
group’s stated aim is to 
impose Shariah (Islamic 
law) throughout the coun-
try. An initial bomb was 
detonated at a shopping 
complex near the Univer-
sity of Jos while the sec-
ond blast targeted the Yan 
Taya Mosque just minutes 
later, according to a re-
port from a pastor in Jos 
relayed to Baptist Press.

Community garden plants ‘seeds of faith’

Volunteers tend to the community garden at Second Baptist Church in Arkadelphia. Photo by Randy Garner

Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – A neigh-
borhood in Arkadelphia will 
be fed both physically and spir-
itually for the second year in a 
row as a result of one church’s 
community garden initiative.

A garden spot located on 
Second Baptist Church prop-
erty at South 12th St. in Arka-
delphia grows produce for 
residents of the surrounding 
blocks to enjoy. Classified as a 
“straw bale garden,” all of the 
plants are grown in bales of 
wheat straw, which are consid-
ered cleaner than regular grass 
bales and are watered and fer-
tilized regularly.

“The garden was actually 
the brainchild of two ladies in 
our church. They, themselves, 
had planted this type of raised 
garden at their home and had 
success with it. The church 
(had) a couple of vacant lots 
adjacent to our facility ideal 
for such an undertaking,” said 
Randy Garner, associate pastor 
at Second Baptist. “The idea 
was to provide veggies for folks 
within a few-block radius of 
the church. Everything is free-
for-the-picking, and our only 
request is that everyone, ‘Pick 
what they want and eat what 
they pick.’”

The ladies are Second Bap-
tist members Vaughn Clary, 
a mathematics teacher, and 
Tona Wright, professor emer-
ita of kinesiology and leisure 
studies at Ouachita Baptist 
University. 

“Two years ago a friend gave 
two of us an article from the 
Sunday paper about straw bale 
gardens. I am not a garden-
er,” explained Clary. “I have 
planted squash and zucchini 

for five years and not pro-
duced five squash or zucchini 
combined! The article made 
it look easy, so we got eight 
bales of wheat straw and tried 
it out. We didn’t line them up 
or really plant them properly, 
but the results were amazing. 
We had squash, zucchini, to-
matoes and peppers of several 
kinds. We wanted to share the 
bounty.”

And share the bounty they 
did. With the help and do-
nations of fellow friends and 
church members, the new 
community garden produced 
60 tomato plants and more 
than 200 other plants in its 
first year. This year, the num-
ber increased to 110 tomato 
plans and more than 100 zuc-
chini, squash, cucumbers, wa-
termelon, cantaloupe, peppers 
and herbal plants.

“Last year a lady from anoth-
er church stopped by and of-
fered to plant the seeds for the 
starter plants,” Clary said. “We 
picked up three truckloads of 
plants for this year! One of the 
Sunday school classes donated 
funds for fertilizer and tomato 
cages. The wheat straw was 
donated again. A couple from 
our Sunday school class donat-
ed 50 bags of mulch. Everyone 
has been eager to help!”

As the garden has grown, so 
has the impact on, and interest 
within, the community.

“The response was tremen-
dous last year. There wasn’t 
a time when I left the office 
in the afternoons last sum-
mer that a community person 
wasn’t there getting something 
for supper,” Garner said. 

He noted that, while a 
church member or two have 

been spotted in the garden, 
the main goal is simply “to be a 
good neighbor” to the outside 
community.

“The major impact is that 
we want the surrounding com-
munity – which is somewhat 
depressed economically – to 
see that we love – and God 
loves them – and care about 
them.  The garden is a small 
way to provide for a need they 
may have,” Garner said.

“God has blessed us by let-
ting us have this garden,” said 
Clary. “We’ve gotten to talk 
to many of our neighbors, 
and even several people about 
starting gardens at different 
churches. Our hope is that the 
love of Christ will be seen in 
this garden and through this 
seeds of faith will be planted.”

Contact Anna Hurst at 
anna@arkansasbaptist.org.

Wright

Wright named interim Ouachita president
ARKADELPHIA – Charles 
Wright, professor emeritus 
of music and retired dean of 
Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity’s School of Fine 
Arts, has been named 
interim president of 
Ouachita.

Wright will serve in 
the interim role follow-
ing the completion of 
Rex Horne’s tenure as 
president at the end of 
July. Horne, who has served 
since 2006 as Ouachita’s 15th 

president, recently announced 
his resignation to accept the 
presidency of Arkansas’ Inde-

pendent Colleges and 
Universities.

“We are very 
pleased to have Dr. 
Charles Wright serv-
ing as Ouachita’s 
interim president,” 
said Jay Heflin, chair 
of the university’s 
board of trustees. 

“Dr. Wright has dedicated his 
career to serving Ouachita in 

numerous ways. He is the ideal 
individual to help lead us dur-
ing these days of transition.”

Wright’s “understanding of 
where we have been and where 
we need to go will allow for a 
smooth transition from Dr. 
Horne’s leadership to our next 
president. Dr. Wright’s under-
standing of the Ouachita cul-
ture will be very encouraging 
to all of Ouachita’s constituen-
cies. He is an individual we all 
respect and trust greatly,” said 
Heflin.

Wright, who retired in 2004 
following a 40-year career at 
Ouachita, returned to the staff 
in 2013 as a development of-
ficer. He holds three degrees 
from Ouachita: a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in speech and 
drama, a Bachelor of Music 
Education degree in choral 
music and a Master of Music 
Education degree in choral 
music. He also holds a Doctor 
of Education degree in music 
education from the University 
of North Texas.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

is that many times it is the 
liberal “thinkers” who want to 
ban symbols.

While there are some who 
find the 
existence 
of the 
Confeder-
ate flag 
in 21st 
century 
America 
offensive, 
what 
about 

those – like many Christians 
– who find the multicolored 
rainbow flag of the LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender) movement offense?

Free speech in a free nation 
doesn’t just refer to speech 
that is culturally popular and 
politically correct.

For recent examples of this 
madness, we can look to 2004 
when a French law on secular-
ity and conspicuous religious 
symbols banned religious sym-

E vents of recent weeks in 
our country have left me 

with a lot of concerns about 
our future as a nation.

It goes 
without 
saying 
that the 
Supreme 
Court’s 
decision 
to legalize 
anti-God 
marriage 
will – in 
itself – lead us down a path of 
destruction (please read our 
lead story on Page 1 for evan-
gelical reaction).

However, just as destructive 
as the path secular humanists 
have set us on with same-sex 
marriage is the banning of 
historical and so-called offen-
sive symbols. 

In the human experience, 
there will always be something 
offensive to someone. What 
is interesting in this debate 

Is the cross the next target? 

Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

bols of all religions. While the 
law does not mention any spe-
cific religion, it is widely con-
sidered to have been enacted 
to target the wearing of heads-
carves by Muslim schoolgirls. 
The result banned all reli-
gious symbols – whether they 
were Christian, Muslim, Sikh 
or Jewish.

Already, in your state, a 
planned monument com-
memorating the historical 
impact of the Ten Command-
ments on Western law ap-
proved by our lawmakers and 
our governor has come under 
attack by a variety of groups 
who also want their particular 
symbol erected on the Arkan-
sas Capitol’s lawn.

The groups include Sa-
tanists, Hindus and secular-
ists wanting their own monu-
ment to their god. This all is 
following a recent Oklahoma 
Supreme Court decision that 
prohibited the display of a 
Ten Commandments monu-

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

ment on the Sooner State’s 
Capitol grounds.  

So far our legislators and 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson are 
standing firm on their convic-
tion in favor of the Ten Com-
mandments monument – but 
one has to wonder if they are 
challenged by the courts if 
their opinion will win out.

I am reminded of Apostle  
Paul on his visit to Athens in 

Acts 17:16: “Now while Paul 
was waiting for them at Ath-
ens, his spirit was provoked 
within him as he saw that the 
city was full of idols.”

What’s next for America? 
We can only speculate, but 
I wonder how long before 
the liberal down the street – 
backed by the wealthy ACLU 
– finds the cross on top of 
your church offensive.

Book review: Brain Savvy Leaders
By Charles Stone, paperback, Abingdon Press 2015

By Doug Hibbard 

Leadership books are ev-
erywhere and have been 

for some time. They range 
from seriously deep to the 
farcical. It appears that every-
one has a leadership theory, 
and so everyone has a book 
to write. The question for 
Charles Stone is whether or 
not “Brain Savvy Leaders” 
rises above the clutter of the 
market.

First, let us examine his 
basic premise. Stone, who 
blogs extensively about the 
connection between neuro-
science and ministry, tells 
the reader that the way the 

brain works is critical to 
understanding leadership. 
His premise is that ministry 
leadership should 
consider not only 
how their minds 
work, but also the 
impact neurosci-
ence has on their 
communication 
and their followers. 
I would note, posi-
tively, that Stone 
sticks with neuro-
science as his term 
and not neurology 
— he is not a “neu-
rologist,” which is a medical 
specialty.

Along this path, Stone pres-

ents that we, as Bible believ-
ers, need not fear the science 
of the brain. After all, if the 

brain is part of how 
we are created, then 
learning about the 
brain furthers our 
understanding of 
how God made us. 
As we grow in that 
understanding, we 
are more equipped 
to work together.

From there, he 
goes on to present a 
mixture of Scripture 
and science, show-

ing how the brain works and 
how that affects us spiritually. 
One of the more valuable 

sections deals with stress hor-
mones and their overall effect 
on performance. To summa-
rize, stress does have physi-
ological effects on the brain, 
which make it harder to make 
decisions. Even though we 
may feel like we make good 
decisions under stress, the 
truth is just the opposite. 
Cortisol is only your friend in 
crisis, and you need time to 
recover.

From a theological perspec-
tive, Stone’s analysis dovetails 
well with Scripture. He clearly 
recognizes the Bible as the 
top-line authority on what we 
do in ministry. This includes 
noting passages in the Psalms 

about rest and Proverbs about 
diligence, but tops out with 
the reminder that our pur-
pose is to seek the kingdom 
of God.

The concluding chapter 
provides a plan to implement 
Stone’s ideas. This practical 
addition moves the work of 
“Brain Savvy Leaders” from a 
theoretical exercise to a practi-
cal work. While this is not 
the first book I would hand 
to someone developing their 
leadership skills, it’s definitely 
a great “next-step” learning 
book.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of 
East End Baptist Church,  
Hensley.
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The transition has begun

Do we take the path of love or of Truth?Family Matters
Tough talks

Phillips

T here are currently certain groups of people with whom 
most evangelical Christians disagree with their life-

style. Regardless of the root cause for their sexual practice, 
these groups usually state they are just wired this way; so 
this should make the behavior acceptable. Their particu-
lar lifestyles have been approved by the government and 
therefore are accepted by many in modern society. Now 
Bible-believing Christians are faced 
with a dilemma – How do we respond 
to these groups and how do we treat 
such folks?

The prevailing secular thinking is 
to “choose the path of love,” which 
means total acceptance and approval 
of the lifestyle regardless of biblical 
teaching. To say we “take the path 
of Truth,” and disagree on biblical 
grounds is interpreted by many to be 
the exact opposite of love. Rick Warren, pastor of Saddle-
back Church in Lake Forest, Calif., has well said: “Our 
culture has accepted two huge lies. The first is that if you 
disagree with someone’s lifestyle, you must fear or hate 
them. The second is that to love someone means you agree 
with everything they believe or do. Both are nonsense. You 
don’t have to compromise convictions to be compassion-
ate.”

The true biblical pattern is that love and Truth are con-
joined twins. To honestly love someone is to be both lov-
ing and to share what the biblical standard is so people can 
have a true relationship with God. So how can a Christ-
follower respond?

First, we engage them with all of the kindness, grace, 
service and ministry that is humanly possible. No group 

on the planet should show more love, compassion and 
friendship to these folks and their families than believers 
and the local Church. This principle applies to any person 
or group involved in any lifestyle not in line with biblical 
standards, legal or not, whether it be those living together 
as unmarried partners, those involved in legal prostitu-
tion, those involved in the adult entertainment industry 

or those involved in same-gender relation-
ships.

Second, we must lovingly and boldly 
proclaim and teach biblical Truth and stan-
dards. We as humans do not get to set the 
standards of Truth, morality and sexuality. 
That alone is reserved for God as revealed 
in the Bible. To minister to those involved 
in these lifestyles and not share without 
compromise the biblical standard of sexu-
ality of one man and one woman for a 

lifetime, as well as the truths of forgiveness, salvation and 
God’s strength to live according to His Word, is not true 
love at all, for love and Truth go together. Truth is not the 
enemy; Truth is a friend.

The love we share should be engaging, sacrificial, serv-
ing, ministering and not comparable to anything on earth. 
The Truth we share should be based on God’s Word, 
never compromised, shared boldly and lovingly regardless 
of consequences. Love and Truth – that is the path for the 
future.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. Read Tucker’s comments on the recent 
Supreme Court ruling legalizing same-sex marriage throughout the 
United States at arkansasbaptist.org/TuckercommentsonSCSS-
ruling.

A rkansas Baptists, I write you during what continues 
to be a busy time in the life of the Arkansas Baptist 

Foundation. As was mentioned last month, we will soon 
be moving into the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
building. The transition work has begun, and we are mak-
ing preparations for our move. We 
continue to be blessed by a tremendous 
spirit of cooperation and helpfulness, 
especially by those being affected or 
displaced by our move. Please continue 
to pray for us all as we prepare to move 
this fall. We hope to be in our new 
home by the end of September.

As I am sure you have heard, the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
Annual Meeting in Columbus, Ohio, 
was a tremendous time of worship and prayer. The high-
light of the meeting for me was the Tuesday night prayer 
gathering led by SBC President Ronnie Floyd, during 
which we spent time asking God for a third great awaken-
ing in America and the global advance of the gospel. An-
other unique blessing was a joint commissioning service of 
the International and North American mission boards. We 

celebrated nearly 60 missionaries as they were introduced, 
then gathered around them to pray and offer our support.

This summer has also provided opportunities for us to 
continue to serve our other state agencies and institutions. 
In fact, we have our first annual “board advance” sched-

uled for August at Williams Baptist Col-
lege, where we will hear from Gary Hoag, 
lead author of “The Choice: The Christ-
Centered Pursuit of Kingdom Outcomes.” 
I am so thankful for Williams President 
Tom Jones serving as our host. I ask that 
you pray for the leadership at Williams and 
Ouachita Baptist University as they prepare 
for the fall. We pray that enrollment and 
support will be strong.

Finally, please continue to be in prayer 
for our children and youth as they attend camp this sum-
mer, as well as the leaders, workers and volunteers at Camp 
Siloam, Super Summer, Camp Paron and the other camps 
throughout our associations and state.

Thank you again for allowing us to participate in king-
dom work by serving at the Foundation.

Bobby Thomas is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

KingdOm 
 FOundatiOn 

Bobby Thomas

Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation. Consider helping to secure the future of official news 
journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for years to come by including the ABN 
in your will or by making a contribution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Please contact 
Bobby Thomas at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 501-376-0732 or 800-798-0969.

As the rain pattered down, 
postponing our two base-

ball games, a probing conversa-
tion arose Friday evening with 
some baseball parents in front 
of our hotel rooms, regarding 
the Supreme Court 
decision on June 26. 
There were several 
12-year-old boys lis-
tening to the conver-
sation. 

One boy glanced 
at me and said, “I 
heard what you were 
talking about.” 

I responded inquisitively, 
“What do you think?” 

He said, “I really don’t care be-
cause it doesn’t affect me, so they 
can do whatever they want to do.” 

I was initially stunned but later 
concluded that is likely how much 
of this generation thinks about is-
sues because there are few biblical 
moorings in their lives.

There are a variety of ways to 
respond to the rapid cultural 
changes. Families must train their 
children with a biblical world-
view. I’ve had a variety of conver-
sations with my children over the 
years regarding sexuality. I think 
it’s wise for parents to have more 
than just the “talk.” There must 
be multiple conversations and 
tough talks as illustrated in Prov-
erbs 5-7. 

I encourage parents to read the 
entire chapter where each of the 
verses below are listed, study spe-
cific verses, then read and discuss 
them with their children. This 
biblical journey will equip you to 
truthfully and lovingly respond to 
cultural issues facing your family 
in this rapidly declining sexual 
climate. 

Here is the list of suggested 
passages: Gen. 1:26-31; 2:15-25; 
3:1-19; 9:7-17; 19:1-29; Lev.18:22; 
20:13; Deut. 6:4-9; Josh. 24:14-15; 
Judg. 2:6-23; Psa. 78:1-8; 139:1-
16; Prov. 5:1-23; 6:20-35; 7:1-27; 
Matt. 5:17, 31-32; 19:1-12; 22:34-
40; 28:19-20; Acts 4:18-20; 5:27-
42; Rom. 1:18-32; 13:1-14; 1 Cor. 
6:9-11; 7:1-13; Gal. 5:16-26; Eph. 
4:17-32; 5:1-13, 22-33; 6:1-4, 10-
24; Col. 3:18-25; 1 Tim. 1:8-11; 
2 Tim. 3:14-17; Heb. 13:4; 1 Pet. 
3:1-17; Rev. 19:6-10; 21:1-9.

God’s Word will enable you to 
stand biblically firm, speak truth-
fully and reflect the picture of 
Christ and His Church in a way 
that glorifies God. 

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention evange-
lism and church health team. 

executive

directOr 

Sonny Tucker
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Man shot in church parking lot in NLR
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
A July 7 shooting that led to 
the death of Chad Johnson 
took place on the property 
of Graves Memorial Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock.

Graves Memorial Pastor 
Travis Matthews said that 
although the event occurred 
on church property, it did 
not involve the church.

“Please pray for those in-
volved and their families. 
It is a heartbreaking matter 
and reminds us that we live 
in a broken world in need of 
the Lord!” read a post on the 

church’s Facebook page follow-
ing the incident. 

The post also reported that 
the incident took place in the 
“back parking area.”

Lt. Theodore Haase with  
the Pulaski County Sheriff’s 
Office said as far as he knows 
officers responded to a call of 
shots fired. He said there had 
been a physical altercation 
during which Eric Schmidt 
shot Johnson multiple times. 
Johnson died on the way to 
the hospital. Schmidt is fac-
ing a charge of second-degree 
murder.

In an interview with the Ar-
kansas Baptist News, Matthews 
confirmed that Schmidt and 

his wife have been attending 
Graves Memorial, though 
they are not members.

“Our hearts are broken 
for both sides,” said Mat-
thews, who said he feels that 
the church is in a position 
“to minister to both families 
and be a presence for them.”

“It’s just a terrible, ter-
rible, terrible situations. Re-
ally, nobody wins,” he said.

He said he plans to let the 
courts do their work, and 
meanwhile the church will 
show love.

“We’re just going to try to 
love them,” he said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool 
at jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ouachita hosts annual team camp
Teams go through drills during Ouachita football camp June 10-11. Photo by Anna Hurst

ARKADELPHIA – High 
school football teams from 
across Arkansas arrived at 
Ouachita Baptist University 
(OBU) for a time of learn-
ing and friendly competition 
known as Tiger Team Camp 
June 10-11. Twenty-five teams 
attended this year’s camp, di-
rected by Jay Derby, offensive 
coordinator and quarterback 
coach for the Ouachita Tigers 
football program.

“Right now we feel like we 
are the largest team camp in 
the state of Arkansas at any 
level,” said Derby. “We draw 
teams from all over the state 
and, in years past, some out-
of-state teams as well. Most 
teams make it a priority (on) 
their summer calendar to at-
tend every year.”

At the camp, teams got to 
test their skills against a variety 
of competition, rather than a 

few local teams around their 
district. Teams also partici-
pated in segments of 11-on-11, 
took part in a 7-on-7 compe-
tition and received weight-
training tips. Ouachita foot-
ball staff and trainers oversaw 
all activities to give critiques, 
instill team-building strate-
gies and ensure the safety of 
all participants. The primary 
focus of the camp was “Team 
Concept.”

“It is crucial to build the 
bond between teammates. 
That can only be attained 
through achieving or experi-
encing something together 
as one team,” said Derby. 
“Most of these coaches that 
attend recognize this and 
have been highly successful. 
There are many state and 
conference champions that 
attend every year to experi-
ence the competition of so  

many different teams.”
“With the boys, it sharp-

ens their skills,” commented 
Aaron Fells, a supporter of 
the North Little Rock High 
School football program who 
attended the camp with the 
team. “They get a chance to 
meet other players, and they 
get a chance to experience the 
college campus here at OBU, 
which I think is a great univer-
sity; and it is just a fun affair 
for them.”

Derby noted that the impact 
of Tiger Team Camp is crucial 
to Ouachita’s recruitment of 
prospective student athletes. 
Most of the current Ouachita 
football team consists of play-
ers from within the state, play-
ers that were first evaluated at 
the Tiger Team Camp. The 
staff wants to bring in the 
best teams to expose them to 
Ouachita facilities.

PINE BLUFF – South Side 
Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, 
recently hosted disaster relief 
volunteers who came to help 
clean up after flooding that 
took place in the area in early 
June.

Fifty-eight volunteers from 
Virginia, Alabama, Illinois and 
Arkansas converged 
on the area June 11 
and stayed for 10 
days. In addition to 
providing a place for 
volunteers to stay dur-
ing that time, South 
Side Baptist Church 
members prepared 
meals, which were 
provided by the Ar-
kansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC). 

“The church here at South 
Side opened their arms to us,” 
said Randy Garrett, ABSC 
disaster relief director, noting 
that numerous out-of-state vol-
unteers commented that the 
food and housing conditions 
were the best they’d ever seen.

Garrett said disaster relief 
volunteers completed 51 mud 
out jobs in the 10 days they 
were there. In addition, a laun-
dry unit from Ozark and the 
Arkansas Incident Manage-
ment Team played a key role 
in the deployment. Eighty-four 
ministry contacts were made, 
13 of which were evangelistic 
contacts.

“Every time we show up 
at someone’s home, they see 
who we are and what we repre-
sent,” Garrett said. “You see it 
on their face – the calm comes 
over them; and they know 
we’re there to help them.”

Matt Weaver, senior pastor 

South Side Baptist
hosts DR volunteers

of South Side, said the church 
was well-positioned to host 
the volunteers because they 
had already begun mobilizing 
a portion of their facilities for 
purposes such as this, which 
included turning part of their 
facilities into housing quarters 
for mission teams.

This is just one 
of the ways Weaver 
and South Side have 
shown their heart for 
their community.

Weaver said the 
church was in need 
of revitalization when 
he accepted the role 
of pastor three years 
ago. 

He noted that the 
church historically 

has had a white congregation 
and is now set in a mainly 
black neighborhood – so he 
began the process of engag-
ing the community in order to 
grow the congregation to look 
more like the community. And 
he has seen the congregation 
shift from approximately 95 
percent white to 40-60 percent 
white.

He said the church has in-
vested in local church plant-
ing, in young leadership on 
college campuses and in the 
lives of children and teenagers. 

“So God has put His hand 
on all that, blessed it really well 
and we’re seeing growth in all 
three of those areas,” Weaver 
said. “So when something 
took place obviously within 
the community that we’re very 
focused on that affected fami-
lies, it was a natural response 
for us as a church to mobilize 
our space to be used for such.”

Weaver

Jefferson County Judge Dutch King speaks to disaster relief volunteers at South Side 
Baptist Church in Pine Bluff.
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vision of reality. Our vision of 
reality says that everything fell 
apart not with the countercul-
ture of the 1960s, but with the 
Garden of Eden. So we have 
a more clarifying understand-
ing of who we are and how to 
speak now.”

Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention Executive Director 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker said in a  
statement that the court “has 
caused great angst” with its de-
cision.

“I am deeply grieved that 
the Supreme Court has taken 
an unprecedented position to 
redefine marriage, rul-
ing in favor of same-
sex marriage, and has 
not upheld the biblical 
standard of one man 
and one woman in a 
relationship for life. 
However, our hope 
as believers has never 
rested in any other 
source than a Savior 
that defeated death and the 
grave, the Word of God and 
the power that comes from on 
high,” said Tucker.

“Arkansas Baptists stand 
firmly in the belief that God’s 
love and plan for redemption 
extends to every person, while 
also affirming the Bible’s defi-
nition regarding marriage as 
the union of one man and 
one woman. Arkansas Bap-
tists support the statement 
on marriage issued two weeks 
ago at the 2015 Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) 
Annual Meeting by the cur-
rent and all past living presi-
dents of the Southern Baptist  
Convention.”

Tucker said his concern is 
that religious liberty be “pro-
tected in every way” under the 
U.S. Constitution.

“We are grateful the Su-
preme Court took the time to 
affirm the Constitution’s pro-
tection of our rights to teach 
and preach the Truth of the 
Bible. It is unclear how the 
conflict between our rights 
and the results of this deci-
sion will play out in practical 
terms. This decision’s far-
reaching implications are too 
complicated to speculate upon 
at this time. Our state conven-
tion is already consulting with 
attorneys regarding how this 
decision impacts our work as 
Arkansas Baptists.”

Tucker outlined “several 
firm convictions” as 
Arkansas Baptists 
move ahead following 
the decision.

“First, God has de-
fined the true defini-
tion of marriage. His 
authority outranks any 
court decision. Sec-
ond, we must continue 
to focus on sharing the 

message of God’s love, hope 
and salvation that applies to 
every living person regard-
less of any factors present in 
his or her life. Third, we need 
to embrace the vision cast by 
SBC President Ronnie Floyd 
– eagerly seeking and praying 
for a great spiritual awakening 
in America. Fourth, we must 
move forward together patient-
ly as a Baptist family working 
to avoid being distracted from 
the Great Commission. We 
are grateful for the Christ-fol-
lowing attorneys in our Arkan-
sas Baptist churches who are 
working to help us understand 
the legal complexities present-
ed by this decision.”

Larry Page, executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Faith 
and Ethics Council, echoed a 
theme emphasized by Floyd in 
his President’s Address to the 
SBC Annual Meeting in Co-
lumbus, Ohio. Page asked the 
following in an eNotes post 
titled “Judges Play God – Now 
What? Is Civil Disobedience 
and Jail in Our Future?”

“The question is not a rhe-
torical one – it’s real – and one 
we must carefully consider.  ‘Is 
civil disobedience and jail in 
our future?’” wrote Page. “It’s 
probably only a matter of time 
(and a short amount of time) 
before ministers and churches 
will be routinely faced with the 
choice of obeying an unjust 
and unrighteous law that vio-
lates God’s truth, standards, 
and commands or being incar-
cerated or otherwise punished 
for refusing to obey the way-
ward law.”

Referring to the court’s de-
cision, Page said, “That rep-
resents the most outlandish 
example of judicial tyranny in 
this country’s history.  We are 
seemingly now at the mercy of 
an out-of-control judiciary on 
steroids.”

Page suggested with legal 
action already being taken in 
some states against Christian 
business people, action of the 
Church might not be far be-
hind.

“In several states that had 
already abrogated the tradi-
tional definition of marriage 
by legalizing marriage between 
same-sex couples, florists, bak-
ers and photographers are 
being forced by their local or 
state governments to provide 
their services to same-sex 
couples wanting to be wed or 
face the legal consequences for 
violating the ‘equal rights’ of 

those homosexuals wanting to 
marry,” wrote Page.

“Now that the Supreme 
Court has made same-sex mar-
riage the law of the land, states 
will make similar threats to 
punish ministers and churches 
as intimidation to force them 
to host and officiate marriages 
of homosexuals,” he 
said, explaining how 
such an instance could 
happen.

“(For example), in 
order to legally con-
duct a marriage service, 
a minister is required 
to file his credentials 
(church ordination/
licensing documents) 
with the county clerk. Judges 
will decree that the act of fil-
ing those credentials to qualify 
to legally conduct weddings 
is tantamount to making the 
minister an agent of the state.”

Later in Page’s comments 
he concludes, “Should the 
time ever come when a judge, 
a state agency, or any other 
government official or entity 
say to me that I, as an ordained 
and licensed minister, must of-
ficiate over a marriage that in-
volves anything other than one 
man and one woman, here is 
my answer as plainly as I can 
put it. NO! AGAIN – NO! 
AND FOR EMPHASIS JUST 
ONE MORE TIME – NO!

“Get my jail cell ready or 
mete out any other punish-
ment you want to sanction me 
with. I stand on the Word of 
God and there I will remain 
come what may.”

Outrage was expressed by 
some in the evangelical com-
munity when, on the day of 
the court’s decision, President 
Obama bathed the White 
House with floodlights of the 
rainbow-color flag of the lesbi-

an, gay, bisexual, transgender 
(LGBT) movement.

Perhaps the most vocal was 
Franklin Graham, president 
of Samaritan’s Purse and the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic As-
sociation, who said in a July 7 
Facebook post:

“A lot has changed in three 
short years! Just three 
years ago, the presi-
dent was on record as 
holding to the bibli-
cal definition of mar-
riage. Now he can’t 
say enough about his 
support for the LGBT 
agenda – and right 
after the Supreme 
Court’s decision to 

legalize same-sex marriage, he 
had the gall to disgrace the 
White House by lighting it 
up with the gay pride rainbow 
colors to celebrate. This is ar-
rogantly flaunting sinful be-
havior in the face of Almighty 
God. My advice? He might 
want to have some extra light-
ning rods installed on the roof 
of the White House.”

On June 30, immediately 
following the decision, Gra-
ham wrote, “‘Pride goeth be-
fore a fall.’ Supreme Court 
Justice (Antonin) Scalia used 
Proverbs 16:18 in his com-
ments regarding the court’s 
disappointing and danger-
ous ruling about same-sex 
marriage. He rightly called 
the decision ‘a threat to 
the American democracy.’  
This is so true. Arrogantly dis-
regarding God’s authority al-
ways has serious consequenc-
es.”

This report was compiled from 
various media sources, including 
reporting by the Baptist Press and 
the Arkansas Baptist News.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Tucker

Page

continued from page one
REACTION

SBC OFFICERS ELECTED IN COLUMBUS  – Officers of the Southern Baptist Convention elected by messengers at the recent 
annual meeting in Columbus, Ohio, are from left: Chad Keck, second vice president, pastor of First Baptist Church in Kettering, 
Ohio; Ronnie Floyd, president, pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas; Steve Dighton, first vice president, pastor of Lenexa 
Baptist Church in Lenexa, Kan.; John Yeats, recording secretary, executive director of the Missouri Baptist Convention, and Jim 
Wells, registration secretary, strategic partners team leader for the Missouri Baptist Convention.

ABSC ride now Aug. 27-28
LITTLE ROCK – The third 
Arkansas Baptist pastor/staff 
motorcycle ride has been re-
scheduled for Thursday and 
Friday, Aug. 27-28. 
The original date 
of the ride was May 
28-29, but it had to 
be postponed due to 
weather.

Pastors and other 
church staff members interest-
ed in participating are asked 
to meet at 10 a.m., Thursday, 
Aug. 27 at the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
Building in Little Rock. The 
group is expected to ride 
throughout southwest Arkan-

sas visiting various mission 
points and then return to Lit-
tle Rock the following Friday 
afternoon.

The pastor/staff 
ride is being hosted by 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, 
ABSC executive direc-
tor; Tim Yarbrough, 
e d i t o r / e x e c u t i v e 
director of the Ar-

kansas Baptist News, and Mar-
cus Brown, a member of the 
ABSC evangelism and church 
health team.

To register for the ride, visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/ride15. 
For more information, email 
mbrown@absc.org.



July 16, 20158 

the foundation of this year’s 
theme is the classic story of 
Jonah. In the Camp Siloam 
version, Jonah is portrayed as 
a secret agent named Jo, who 
is told by his director, who rep-
resents God, that the agency 
has learned that the mullet 
hairstyle is dangerous. Scien-
tists have discovered that it 
grows into the back of one’s 
neck and can cause neurologi-
cal damage or death.

“This agent, who is kind of 
a James Bond guy, he drives 
a fast car, he is very slick and 
handsome. This is way be-
neath him,” Wilkie explained, 
adding, “He doesn’t care for 
these people. They’re kind of 
Appalachian hillbillies and ... 
it’s beneath him to go do this 
job. And the whole story is 
about him running from the 
task that the director has given 
him and the director lovingly 
putting him back on track.”

While the portrayal may 
seem far-fetched, Wilkie notes 
that the message behind the 
story rings with biblical truth. 

“The only difference is 

in the story of Jonah, we 
don’t know if Jonah’s heart 
is changed. But, in our story, 
we have a storybook ending, 
and the heart of our agent is 
changed and he loves these 
people and ends up staying 
and helping them,” he said.

To further engage students, 
two new evening concerts were 
added to this year’s itinerary, 
featuring Finding Favour on 
June 24 and Royal Tailor on 
July 15. 

Also new this year, students 
get to leave camp with a free, 
themed camp T-shirt so they 
each have one thing to take 
away with them. While the 
free shirt may not be signifi-
cant to some students, to oth-
ers it serves as a reminder of 
the monumental experience 
they had at Camp Siloam.

“This year I’m probably 
struck more than the other 
that camp is really a slice of 
heaven for a lot of campers,”  
Wilkie said, noting people 
often hear about campers get-
ting homesick at camps but 
Camp Siloam has a different 
problem. “We have a lot of 
campers that don’t want to 
leave camp and go home be-
cause their home life is so poor 
– not just money poor, but just 

for use of public accommoda-
tions, including restrooms.”

Ron Lomax, director of mis-
sions for Washington Madison 
Baptist Association in Fayette-
ville, said churches associated 
with his association oppose 
the new ordinance, as they did 
the old ordinance.

“It’s not much different 
than the first one. It’s worded 
a little bit different, but the 
intent is the same,” he said. 
“We’ll be encouraging our 
people to vote it down again.”

Lomax added that while the 
ordinance exempts churches 
and religious organizations, it 
does not address Christians 
who live and work outside of 
the church or religious organi-
zations.

“They don’t explain any of 

that. It’s kind of up in the air 
to what this all really means. 
They specifically put in there 
that churches and religious or-
ganizations wouldn’t be listed 
under the businesses. They put 
that in there hoping it would 
encourage Christians to vote 
it through,” he said.

Lomax said the vagueness 
of the ordinance excludes 
Christians in and of them-
selves from the religious ex-
emptions. What it means, he 
said, is Christians could pos-
sibly be legally forced to do 
things contrary to their faith 
or suffer fines.

“Christians are not exclud-
ed. If you own a bakery or you 
are a florist or something, you 
would still be taken to court 
or fined for deciding not to do 
a wedding or something like 
that,” said Lomax. 

“So it doesn’t protect Chris-
tians,” he said.

continued from page one
ORDINANCE

continued from page one
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the quality of the way they’re 
treated at home is so poor.”

“So we almost have the re-
verse effect, in many campers, 
of homesickness. So it’s like 
‘camp sickness.’ And I hear 
that story in different versions 

over and over each summer,” 
he said, adding it saddens him 
to know of the conditions in 
which some children live. 

But he noted the powerful 
role camp can plan in a child’s 
life to “give them just a little 

bit of relief from that,” and 
“share ... a little bit of what 
eternity can be like for them 
and just to share Jesus with 
them.”

Contact Anna Hurst at 
anna@arkansasbaptist.org.

Camper Garrett Cash gives a thumbs-up during activities at Camp Siloam. Photo by Mackenzie Philips
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Baptist universities offer students life-changing experiences
Trennis Henderson
Ouachita Baptist University

WHEN IT COMES to choos-
ing the right college experi-
ence, why should students 
consider a private Christian 
university? In addition to 
providing a strong Christian 
worldview both on campus 
and in the classroom, faith-

based universities offer stu-
dents the opportunity to be 
mentored and encouraged by 
dedicated Christian faculty 
and staff members.

“Baptist colleges have a 
distinctive campus life be-
cause the Christian faith is 
not a peripheral ministry 
or an add-on, but an inte-
gral part of the university,” 

said James Taylor, Ouachita 
Baptist University’s director 
of campus ministries. “Our 
college ministry is not lim-
ited to the Office of Cam-
pus Ministries, but is lived 
out by numerous faculty, 
staff and administrators who 
bring their faith to work with 
them every day and who take 
time to invest in students in  

and out of class. 
“One thing I love about 

Ouachita is seeing how many 
of my co-workers are Sunday 
school teachers, home group 
leaders and staff members 
of local churches,” Taylor 
added. “They aren’t just tell-
ing their students about the 
Christian faith; they’re living 
it with them.” 

With a 13-to-1 student-
to-faculty ratio, Ouachita 
students get to know their 
professors on a personal 
level as role models and 
mentors.

Among Ouachita’s key 
priorities is helping incom-
ing students make a positive

Back to 
Campus

See UNIVERSITY page 13
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generations could not imagine. Midwestern Seminary’s
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Named in honor of Johnny Hunt, 
SEBTS graduate and senior pastor of  
First Baptist Church of Woodstock, GA

First Person: A personal tribute to the Baptist Collegiate Ministry
Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

FRANK DUDLEY. That 
name probably means nothing 
to you if you live in Arkansas, 
but to an East Texas Baptist 
University junior transfer from 
Florida, the name of my Bap-
tist college minister conjures 
up all that’s good.

One time, when I happened 
to be in his office, I saw his 
prayer journal lying open with 
a list of students’ names – my 
own included.

“I pray for my leadership 
team,” he explained, a little 
embarrassed at my discovery. 
“I want them to continue to 
grow in Christ, have a mission-
minded lifestyle and stay con-

nected to Christ’s Church for 
the rest of their lives.” 

While this might be tough 
for mission-minded people to 
believe, I came into Frank’s 
ministry unfamiliar with the 
term “missions.” Also, when 
someone asked me my first 
day at college where to find 
the verse, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strength-
ens me” (Phil. 4:13). I just 
shrugged my shoulders. 

I wanted to grow in Christ 
but never had the opportu-
nity. The Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry (BCM) (then called 
the Baptist Student Union) 
became that opportunity.

Located a stone’s throw 
from my dorm, I attended 
every 6 a.m. prayer meeting, 

signed up for any local and na-
tional mission trips my sched-
ule and budget would allow, 
soaked up every leadership 
training event on the calendar 
and found myself on the BCM 
leadership team.

By my senior year, I not only 
knew the Philippians 4:13 
verse, I was teaching it as chap-
lain to the girls in my dorm, 
drawing pictures of it for chil-
dren who lived in government 
housing and quoting it weekly 
to senior citizens at three nurs-
ing homes. 

By the time I graduated, I 
had surrendered to Christian 
service at 21 and enrolled in 
seminary. 

Quite the change in two 
years – a change I gladly 
“blame” on the BCM.

Today, I count myself fortu-
nate to still be involved in the 
BCM ministry, even though 
I’m way past the age of back-
packs, study sessions, grade 
point averages and the – then 
dreaded, now obsolete – cur-
few. 

Just last month, I hung 
around at a BCM megac-
ity mission trip mingling with 
students, pestering them with 
tough questions, following 
them with a camera around 
my neck. I am the college and 
young leaders team writer for 

the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention.

Let me assure you, the BCM 
is as strong as and stronger 
than ever.

“If we can win the univer-
sity today,” said Bill Bright, 
founder of Campus Crusade 
for Christ (now known as Cru 
in the U.S.), “we will win the 
world tomorrow.” 

To “win the world tomor-
row,” we need the Baptist Col-
legiate Ministry – its focus on 
the lost; its intense training for 
the saved; its strong connec-

tion to the local Church and 
its sold-out leaders with vision. 

By the way, Frank Dudley 
came to see me about four 
years ago, at First Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville, where my 
husband has been a pastor for 
more than 14 years.

He didn’t say much; he just 
looked around and smiled.

Lisa Falknor is the college and 
young leaders team writer for the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion, as well as the northwest re-
gion correspondent for the Arkan-
sas Baptist News.

Frank Dudley is pictured in the last row on the left in 1988. Lisa Falknor is pictured 
in the middle row, second from the right.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 11   Back to campus

WWW.OBU.EDU/ADMISSIONS
1.800.DIAL.OBU

What’s the 
Ouachita difference? 
OBU is a leading liberal arts 
university with a 13:1 student-to-faculty 
ratio in a Christ-centered learning community. 
ALSO CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOAN AFFORDABILITY PLEDGE, a great way to keep college  
costs affordable through loan repayment assistance. Come discover the Ouachita  
difference for yourself – academically, spiritually and personally.

Southern Arkansas BCM students minister in Hawaii 
Mike Sandusky
ABSC

Editor’s Note: Members of 
the Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
at Southern Arkansas Univer-
sity (SAU) served in Waianae, 
Hawaii, from May 22 through 
June 1, working with Aloha Com-
munity Church in Ewa Beach 
and Pu’u Kahea Baptist Camp 
in Waianae, as well as with the 
Feeding Hawaii Together ministry 
in Honolulu. 

WHEN MOST PEOPLE hear 
the word “Hawaii,” they pic-
ture beautiful beaches, tropi-
cal lands, amazing sunsets and 
hula dances at a luau. Rarely 
will they think of beaches 
filled with tent cities housing 
thousands of homeless peo-
ple, a high rate of alcohol and 
drug abuse or children being 
neglected in housing projects. 
There truly is pain in paradise. 

I led a team of 12 people 
from the Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry at Southern Arkan-
sas University (SAU) to experi-
ence this pain firsthand when 
we spent 10 days ministering 
in Oahu, Hawaii, this past 
May. It was difficult telling 
people that we were going on a 
mission trip to Hawaii because 
most people’s perception of 
Hawaii is that it is an island 

of paradise. It is still difficult 
in telling the story because of 
the sadness that we discovered 
while there. Empty churches, 
church planters struggling fi-
nancially while trying to reach 
people and disinterested peo-
ple dot the landscape of Oahu. 
Travel past the tourist beaches 
of Waikiki and you will still 
find beautiful beaches, but 
they are often populated with 
tents of the homeless. On the 
opposite end of the island is 
the town of Waianae, which is 
characterized by crime, drugs, 
alcohol and a discriminated 
people called the Chuuks.  

As we ministered to the 
children of Waianae and the 
homeless on the beaches, we 
often felt as if we had trav-
eled to another country, 
rather than to another state. 
It was a totally different cul-
ture, and at times,  there was 
even a language barrier that 
had to be overcome. But the 
need was the same; the people 
were in need of a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. We were 
told by several of the church 
planters that the number of 
unchurched in Oahu ranges 
anywhere from 94 to 99 per-
cent; there is definite lostness 
in paradise.

Our SAU mission team was 
able to help one of the North 

American Mission Board’s 
church planters, Aaron Davis, 
by visiting many beaches and 
ministering to the homeless. It 
was frightening at times going 
up to a tent and “knocking,” 
not knowing what was to be 
encountered. Meth use is high 
among the homeless so there 
was the fear of finding a per-
son who was strung out on 
drugs. What we mostly found 
were people who were hurting, 
longing for someone to care, 
for someone to talk to. At one 
point, we traveled to a store, 
bought bread and lunch meat 
and made dry sandwiches to 
give to the homeless beach 
dwellers. They were very grate-
ful and often could not wait to 
eat their sandwiches, which for 
one man was a better alterna-
tive to cooking a dead fish he 
had found on the beach.  

One man who lived in a 
tent told Aaron, “You don’t 
always have to bring food; we 
would just love to have some-
one to talk to.”  

There is much loneliness in 
paradise.

Another opportunity we 
had was to minister to the 
children at the government 
housing in Waianae. These 
children are often the children 
of parents who are addicted to 
alcohol and/or drugs and are 

often neglected. Sex traffick-
ing is actually a problem in 
Oahu – and sadly sometimes 
as a result of parents selling 
their own children to support 

their habits. The children the 
team worked with were abso-
lutely precious and were so 

See HAWAII page 12

Mike Sandusky and other volunteers minister in Hawaii.
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HAWAII
hungry for love and attention. 
One night later in the week I 
had to go back to the housing 
project. When I got out of the 
car, children began running up 
to me, hugging me and asking 
where the group was. It was es-
pecially heart-wrenching when 
one of the young girls asked if 
I could be her daddy. There is 
hurt in paradise.

The people of Hawaii need 
to hear the gospel message of 
Jesus Christ. There is a great 
need for mission teams to go 
and share and love on the 
Polynesian people. Although 
this state is very lost, there 
are possible signs that it was 
not always that way. One of 
the interesting things that we 
discovered was the meaning 
of “aloha.” We were told that 
“aloha” means more than just 
“hello” and “goodbye.” It is a 
more intimate expression of 
love and affection. “Aloha” 
was also originally two words. 
The first, “alo,” means “to 
come face to face,” and the 
second, “ha,” means “breath 
of life.” Upon hearing this, I 
could not help but think of 
the possible spiritual connec-
tion. The people of Hawaii 
need to come face to face with 
God and receive the breath of 
life that comes from His Spirit. 
Yes, there is pain in paradise, 
but healing and comfort are 
available in Jesus, and we were 
blessed to be able to share that 
hope with the people of Oahu.

Aloha. 
Mike Sandusky is the BCM di-

rector at Southern Arkansas Uni-
versity in Magnolia.

Baptist Health begins offering nursing degree program

Teaching minds. 
    Touching hearts.

www.williamsbaptistcollege.com

LITTLE ROCK – In 1921,  
Baptist Health graduated 
its first class of five nurs-
es. Now more than 800  
students are enrolled at the 
school, which offers multiple 
fields of study.

In recent years, Baptist 
Health has expanded its stu-
dent body and academic of-
ferings and has transitioned 
from a diploma -granting insti-
tute to a degree -conferring col-
lege. On July 1, Baptist Health  
Schools Little Rock officially 
became Baptist Health College 
Little Rock.

In honor of the schools’ ad-
vancement and new name, a 
celebration was July 6 at the 
newly named Baptist Health 

College Little Rock. Commu-
nity members, Baptist Health 
employees, cur-
rent students 
and alumni 
attended the 
event. 

Troy Wells, 
Baptist Health 
president and 
CEO, Russ Har-
rington, presi-
dent emeritus, 
and Judy Pile, 
the college’s 
chancellor and 
assistant vice 
president of ed-
ucation, were speakers at the 
event.

Initially, degrees will be of-

fered in the school of nursing 
to about 600 students. Those 

graduating will now receive an 
associate degree instead of a 
diploma.

“Our associate degree grad-
uate should exit as prepared 

for the profession 
as the diploma 
graduate but now 
much further along 
in his or her pur-
suit of a bachelor’s 
degree,” said Pile.

Many registered 
nursing students 
continue their ed-
ucation to earn a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in nursing. 
The national trend 
for nursing schools 
is to move away 

from diploma credentialing 
to awarding associate and/or 
bachelor’s degrees.

“Compared to 20 or 
30 years ago, more nurs-
ing jobs are requiring bach-
elor’s degrees and more  
nursing leadership po-
sitions are requiring  
master’s degrees, so ad-
vanced education is impor-
tant to the program and the  
students,” Pile said.

Students can choose from 
nine programs of study in-
cluding practical nursing 
and registered nursing and 
the allied health fields of 
histotechnology, medical 
laboratory science, nuclear  
medicine technology, radiog-
raphy, occupational therapy 
assistant, sleep technology and 
surgical technology.
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A Call to Pray for Revival & Awakening: 
A Gathering for Pastors and All Ministers

 Whether you are a pastor, a ministry staff member, a 
staff member of one of our ABSC agencies or institu-

tions, an associational missionary, a student training 
for ministry, in itinerant ministry, a retired minister or 

an ABSC staff member, we are inviting you to gather 
with us to call out to God, praying for revival in the 

church and awakening in our nation. This is not 
a “come and go” nor is it a “come and be seen” 

event. This is not a time to come hang out 
in the hallway.  We are gathering for 

serious prayer “from start to 
finish,” appealing to God for 

revival and awakening. 

A ministry of the Cooperative Program, hosted by the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Prayer, 
Revival & Spiritual Awakening Task Force, Cross Church and Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock.

A Two-Day Intensive Prayer Gathering

Monday, August 31 – Tuesday, September 1

Location: Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock

 Register at www.prayarkansas.com 
Or call 501-376-4791, Ext. 5103, 
or email gmccallister@absc.org

There is NO cost for the gathering. 
You are responsible for your travel and hotel room.

continued from page 9
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transition to college life.

“College is a big change for 
students,” noted Lori Motl, 
Ouachita’s director of admis-
sions counseling. “I think 
schools like Ouachita can re-
ally help in that transition be-
cause of the relationships be-
tween the faculty and students. 
It gives students an opportu-
nity to connect more quickly.”

How does that impact stu-
dents who choose to attend a 
Baptist university? Last year, 
Ouachita was ranked among 
the Top 10 universities na-
tionally in Forbes magazine’s 
inaugural #MyTopCollege so-
cial media campaign. Among 
comments posted by Ouachita 
students were: “Ouachita is my 
top college because the profes-
sors know me by name and 
they pour into me academi-
cally and spiritually,” and, “It’s 
not hard to guess why Ouachi-
ta is my top college: awesome 
professors, genuine communi-
ty, fun people. … Basically it’s 
life-changing.”

Ouachita is among many 
faith-based schools that offer 

students a variety of mission 
and ministry opportunities 
ranging from international 
mission trips to Ouachita’s 
semiannual Tiger Serve Day 
which involves several hun-
dred students volunteering for 
community service projects 
one Saturday each semester.

“We are committed to de-
veloping graduates who are 
servant leaders, and Tiger 
Serve Day is all about discover-
ing the joy and power of serv-
ing others,” said Ian Cosh, 
vice president for community 
and international engagement. 
“Tiger Serve Day shows what it 
means to put our compassion 
into action as Christians and 
Ouachitonians.”

Whether it’s small classes 
with a strong academic focus, 
interacting with caring faculty 
and staff or building lifelong 
friendships through service 
projects and other campus ac-
tivities, students who pursue 
their education at a Christian 
university discover the lifelong 
impact of personally embrac-
ing “a love of God and a love 
of learning.”

Trennis Henderson is vice 
president for communications at 
Ouachita Baptist University.

Read about what God is doing through Arkansas Baptist Collegiate Ministries at arkansasbaptist.org.

6-10 p.m. 8:30 a.m. -12 noon 
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WILLIFORD – “What can we 
do?” 

This is the question that 
Tony and Sheila Booth, of 
New Song Baptist Church in 
Williford, asked the church’s 
children one evening. 

The group, ranging in age 
from 6 to 14, had been study-
ing and discussing ways that 
they could be workers for 
Christ in their church and out-
side the walls of the church. 
After watching videos made 
by other children around the 
country showing how they 
started their own missions, the 
children agreed that something 
as simple as water might be a 
good starting place for service. 

Williford is a small commu-
nity 10 miles from the tourist 
town of Hardy. By the time 
school is turned out for sum-
mer, the temperatures are ris-
ing and the streets are filling 
up with visitors and local citi-
zens looking for antiques and 
bargains. The Booths helped 
the children put together a 
plan to take chilled bottles of 
cold water to Hardy and hand 
them out to anyone who would 
like one – for free. No strings 
attached. 

While a few of the children 
were skeptical that strangers 
would take the water, Sheila 
Booth said they all agreed to 
give it a try. The group set a 
goal of handing out 100 bot-
tles of water. With the support 
of the church members, the 
Hardy City Hall was contacted 
for permission to distribute 
the water somewhere along 
their main street. Sheila Booth 
said not only was their request 
granted, but permission was 
given for the children to set 

up their table at the park in 
the middle of town where the 
most traffic was available.

So on June 20, the group 
loaded up the church van with 
200 bottles of water, 100 bags 
filled with information and 
12 children ready to share the 
gospel. With temperatures 
already reaching 90 degrees 
before noon, it was obvious 
that God was providing the 
appropriate weather for the 
day. Several children stood on 
the sidewalk in front of their 
table and asked passing pedes-
trians if they would like a free 
bottle of water. Others went in 
groups of three or four with an 
adult to walk a two-block area. 

Sheila Booth said the com-
mon question asked was, 
“What’s the catch?” 

The group would then ex-
plain their mission of simply 
sharing the love of Christ with 
everyone. While a few still 
said, “No thank you,” most 
were very open to taking the 
bottles and information, Shei-
la Booth said, noting that as 
an added ministry tool, labels 
had been put onto 100 bottles 
with references to John 4:13 
and John 13:34. The bags 
contained a letter detailing 
the children’s mission, a book-
mark, a church brochure and 
a “Do You Know?” pamphlet. 

Sheila Booth said 2 hours 
after arriving in Hardy, not 
only had the group met their 
goal of handing out 100 bot-
tles of water, but they had ex-
ceeded the goal – 175 bottles 
of water were handed out and 
50 bags of information were 
shared. 

Tony Booth explained, 
“The kids were given a hands-

on project that had a minimal 
cost. A bottle of water costs 
around 10 cents, but the re-
turn on that small investment 
was tremendous. The kids 
all came back with stories to 
share. They all handled the 
rejection of someone saying, 
“No,” with grace. But every 
time someone said, “Yes,” it 
built confidence in them to 
use their voices. And when 
people would actually stop 
to ask them questions, it was 
a privilege to hear their re-
sponses. The kids were quick 
to share what they were out 
there doing – sharing the same 
love that Christ had shown to 
them.”

He said people were told 
to come back as often as they 
wanted, and children offered 
water to workers in some 
shops as well.

“Our community is more 
aware of us, and on the flip 
side, we are more aware of 
our community,” Tony Booth 
said. “Seeing people read the 
labels on the bottles and smile, 
or seeing someone sitting on 
a bench reading something 
out of their bag, overhear-
ing a young lady say the kids 
had made her heart happy 
– those are the things that 
make you want to go back out  

Children gain practical, local missions experience 

HUNDREDS OF college stu-
dents and young leaders will 
gather for the Haystack 2015 
prayer gathering in 11 yet-to-
be-determined locations across 
Arkansas in October. 

Students will gather to 
pray for repentance, revival 
and renewal in response to 
the need of the nation and  
school campuses. The event 
is sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention col-
lege and young leaders team. 

Dates and locations will be 
made available at CYLArkan-
sas.com.

The Haystack 2015 prayer 
gathering is also connected 
to ENGAGE 24, which is 
a 24 hour period – set for 
Oct. 15, 2015 – when college  
students will make a coordi-
nated effort to engage their 
campuses with the gospel. 
For more information on EN-
GAGE 24, visit ENGAGE24.
org.

Haystack prayer event 
scheduled for October

there and do it again. 
“Mission work isn’t glamor-

ous. It’s not a production. It’s 
the simplicity of sharing Christ 
with someone and maybe 
meeting a basic need at the 
same time. On this day, water 
was the need. These kids fin-
ished the day feeling like they 
had accomplished something 
for Christ and through Him. 
Our goal is to lay the founda-

tion for these kids to spend 
a lifetime serving others and 
spreading the gospel.”

After returning to the 
church, the group was treated 
to grilled hot dogs, water-
melon, and mud volleyball. 
Lifetime memories were 
made by the entire church. 
The children’s group is  
now brain-storming their  
next mission. 

Children show Christ’s love by giving out free bottles of water on a hot summer day.
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Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

MONTICELLO – For the past 
seven years, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Monticello, has been 
breaking down cultural barri-
ers and planting spiritual seeds 
through their annual mission 
trip to Haskell Indian Nations 
University in Lawrence, Kan. 
This year, 20 members of Im-
manuel Baptist made the trip 
to connect with fellow believ-
ers at Indian Avenue Baptist 
Church, Lawrence, Kan., and 
serve students of the university 
June 6-12.

The mission team stayed on 
campus in a dorm and spent 

the majority of their time paint-
ing, striping parking lots and 
addressing plumbing and elec-
trical issues at the university. 

“We had a lot of ... seed 
planting, a lot of physical 
work,” said Zan Pierce, pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist. “Our 
whole goal is to try to … plant 
churches through getting peo-
ple saved and letting them take 
that salvation back to the reser-
vation.”

Two salvation decisions were 
made on this year’s trip, one of 
which was the daughter of one 
of the Native American admin-
istrators at the university. The 
other was a young girl who was 
one of the youth on Immanuel 

Baptist’s mission team. 
According to A.J. Huffman, 

the youth minister at Immanu-
el Baptist who helped plan this 
year’s trip, the experience was 
a very eye-opening one for his 
students who attended. 

“It’s always good to see 
growth in my kiddos,” he 
said, adding that his students 
stepped up to fill roles of lead-
ership on the trip, like leading 
one of the nightly devotionals 
in the dorm and assisting with 
worship at Indian Avenue on 
Sunday morning.

According Haskell Indian 
Nations University’s website, 
it is “the premiere tribal uni-
versity in the United States.” 

All students are members of 
federally recognized tribes and 
nearly 160 tribes are represent-
ed on campus. 

While tending to the uni-
versity’s exterior, the mission 
team also worked to build posi-
tive, lasting relationships.

“There’s a cultural center 
there on site, and we always 
take the members of the mis-
sion trip through it so that they 
understand why it is when we 
go up there that some of the 
people that we run into, they 
are not open-minded to speak-
ing with us and a lot of them 
are not happy that we’re there. 
We have been the enemy to 
their tribes,” said Telese Huff-

man, wife of A.J. and member 
of Immanuel Baptist who has 
helped plan and participate in 
the trip for the past four years. 

“You know in one week 
what can you do? What kind 
of impact can you have? Well, 
we can go and help the people 
ministering to these tribes and 
nations, and then, the people 
that come to know Christ as 
we know Him, they take that 
back all across the country and 
back to their tribes and say, 
‘This is what we believe, and 
this is why we believe it.’ So in 
one week, we can go up there 
and show that we love them.”

Contact Anna Hurst at anna@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Immanuel Baptist, Monticello, mission team serves university

Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

NEARLY 450 students dedi-
cated a week of their summer 
to serving communities in Ar-
kansas through World Chang-
ers. Twenty-six churches from 
across the nation came to serve 
in either the Little Rock or 
West Memphis World Chang-
ers locations. Groups joined 
together with local churches 
and businesses at each loca-
tion in an effort to revitalize 
substandard housing and 
spread the gospel for a week in 
June and July in Little Rock, 
and a week in June in West 
Memphis.

Fifty-four students from 
four churches gathered in Lit-
tle Rock to participate in the 
first summer session June 22-
27. The church groups came 
from Arkansas, Kansas and 
Louisiana and were divided  
up into five crews. The crews 
worked at two community 
sites and three construction 
sights. Some of the tasks ac-
complished included building 
wheelchair ramps, putting sid-
ing on a home, painting and 
landscaping. Backyard Bible 
clubs were also a main focal 
point of both community sites. 

The second Little Rock 
session took place July 2-11, 
with 186 students from 11 
churches in attendance. 
Church groups came from 
Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, 
Oklahoma, Kentucky, Ala-
bama and Missouri. Sixteen 
crews performed similar tasks 
with emphasis on construction  

World Changers returns to serve Ark. communities

and community outreach. 
Over the course of the 

first Little Rock session and 
half of the second, there 
were 173 presentations of the 
gospel to community mem-
bers and 18 salvations of  

community members.
Halfway across the state, 

194 students and 11 churches 
served the city of West Mem-
phis through World Chang-
ers June 22-26. Divided into 
16 crews, participants com-

pleted labor-intensive con-
struction to meet the physical 
and spiritual needs of those 
in the community who could 
not do so on their own. First 
Baptist Church, West Mem-
phis, provided lodging for the 
week. 

The gospel was presented 
in West Memphis 284 times 
by the end of the week. There 
were 34 salvations, three re-
commitments, 16 rededica-
tions and seven commitments 
to ministry.

Life Line Baptist Church 
provided housing for students 
for World Changers in Little 
Rock both weeks and has done 
so for the past seven summers. 
Groups slept and showered 
at the church, and this year, 
17 churches from the Pulaski 
County Baptist Association, 
along with two other churches 
in the area, provided lunches 
on site for the crews. Around 
100 members from Life Line 
Baptist volunteered during the 
two-week span. 

Life Line Baptist also part-
nered with Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
to throw a block party at the 
Auxora Arms Apartments July 
8 for the World Changers and 
the apartment residents to 
enjoy and fellowship.

“This has been probably 
one of our best years as far as 
planning and community lead-
ership, community involve-
ment and church participa-
tion,” said Jeff Dial, pastor at 
Life Line Baptist.

World Changers is an ini-
tiative of Life Way Christian 

Resources and has provided 
students and adults with an 
avenue to live out their faith 
each summer for the past 25 
years. On average, students 
pay $250 to participate in the 
week. However, students like 
Amber Piper, a member of 
Brush Creek Baptist Church, 
Springdale, who worked the 
Little Rock June session, keeps 
coming back to serve. 

“This is my third year … 
I like working and sharing 
God’s love to others and mak-
ing other people happy in the 
world,” she explained. “Every 
time I leave here I just feel like 
a different person and I feel 
like, you know, I could help 
anybody. I just want to go out 
there and just give people stuff 
that they don’t have and, you 
know, make their lives a bit 
easier. … I like it here because 
it just changes me.”

Piper shared her experienc-
es with her friends back home 
and inspired two of them, 
Jennifer Fernandez and Alexa 
Delamotte, to come and see 
what all the excitement was 
about. 

“It makes me feel great. 
It makes me feel like a good 
person,” Fernandez explained 
as she reflected on her first 
World Changers experience.

“It’s amazing, I love it,” 
added Delamotte. “Whenever 
I leave here, I just want to be 
a different person. I want to 
help people that don’t have 
homes that need help with 
something.”

Contact Anna Hurst at 
anna@arkansasbaptist.org.

Amber Piper, a member of Brush Creek Baptist Church, Springdale, takes part in the 
June World Changers project in Little Rock. Photo by Anna Hurst
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executive and administrative 
team of the Arkansas Baptist 

State Con-
vention. He 
is survived 
by his wife; 
four children; 
eight grand-
children; five 
great-grand-
c h i l d r e n ; 
three broth-

ers, and two sisters. He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents, 
two brothers and two sisters. 
Funeral services were held July 
8 at Second Baptist Church in 
Jacksonville, followed by buri-
al at Mount Carmel Cemetery 
in Cabot. 

Elliott Baptist Church, 4189 Hwy. 
376 South, Camden, AR is having 
a 125th Anniversary Celebration, 
August 16, 2015 at 10:45 am. The 
speaker will be Bob Harper, of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention. Everyone is invited to 
a fellowship meal following the 
services. For more information 
call 870-231-6411. Paul Easter, 
Jr. is pastor of Elliott Baptist.

Elliott Baptist 125th  
Anniversary Aug. 16

GIRLS RETREAT
October 16-18, 2015  •  $95

P sal ms 34:5

∏amp Siloam

C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Cocklebur Baptist Church, Ward, seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Parsonage pro-
vided. Email resumes to blakeduvall2000@
yahoo.com. 

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain 
Pine is seeking a conservative full-time 
pastor. Please send resume to Cedar 
Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 303 Gum Springs Road, Mountain 
Pine, AR 71956.  

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please 
send resume to Trinity Baptist Pastor Search 
Committee, 3619 N. 6th, Fort Smith, AR 
72904 or email mackjoretta@gmail.com. 

Martindale Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
is seeking a full-time or bi-vocational 
pastor.  Please send resumes to Search 
Committee, Martindale Baptist Church, 
18900 Colonel Glenn Road, Little Rock, AR 
72210.

Armorel Baptist Church is renewing 
search for full-time pastor. Please sub-
mit resumes, CDs or websites for review.  
Pastor Search Committee, linda@Armorelbc.
com.  

Bigelow Baptist Church is prayerfully 
seeking to fill the position of pastor.  Email 
resumes to brandonrakridge@gmail.com.  

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., Suite 
350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 
small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Baptist 
Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike, Little Rock, 
AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pas-
tor. Please send resumes to newhope-
baptistjay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Calvary Baptist Church is seeking an 
energetic, creative college minister 
and media specialist. This individual 
needs to have a committed, growing re-
lationship with Jesus Christ, an interest 
in serving college-age individuals in the 
unique transition from high school to 
adulthood and a working knowledge of 
church-related technology needs, such as 
sound setup, projection and other com-
puter needs. Other duties and responsi-
bilities include working closely with other 
members of the staff and community in 

order to support the total church minis-
try of lifting up Jesus. A college degree 
is preferred and other experience will be 
considered. Full benefits included. Mail 
resumes to Paula Word, Calvary Baptist 
Church, 319 Highway 278 E. Camden, AR 
71701 or email paula@calvaryofcamden.
org.

Music/education: Aspen Park Baptist 
Church, Broken Arrow, Okla., is seeking 
God’s man to lead our worship 
arts ministry/education ministry. 
Located in suburban southeast Tulsa area 
and poised for growth. Resumes may be 
emailed to dcrump@aspenpark.net. 

Poplar Heights Baptist Church, Jack-
son, Tenn., is searching for a full-time 
associate pastor of youth and rec-
reation. We are seeking someone with 
at least a college degree and two years 
of experience in the area of youth and/or 
recreation. Send resume to Associate Pastor 
Search Committee, Poplar Heights Baptist 
Church, 1980 Hollywood Drive, Jackson, TN 
38305 or freida@poplarheights.com.

Atkins First Baptist Church is seeking 
a part-time worship leader. Send 
resumes to 201 N. Church St., Atkins, AR 
72823 or atkinsfbc@gmail.com. 

Executive director, (DOM). Noon-
day Baptist Association, Marietta, GA 

30127. Ethnically and economically diverse 
partner churches and missions are search-
ing for a leader for one of the SBC’s leading 
associations. Skill sets include strategist, 
consultant, administrator and collaborator. 
Resumes accepted online through July 31. 
www.noondayba.org.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in Sardis 
seeking part-time minister of music. 
Please send resumes to PHBC, Attn: Re-
sumes, 24310 N Sardis Road, Bauxite, AR 
72011 or phbc.music@gmail.com.

First Baptist, Ward, is seeking a part-
time youth minister. Send resumes to 
Dr. Mike Montalbano, P.O. Box 240, Ward, 
AR 72176 or email us at mpmontalbano@
gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, White Hall, is seek-
ing a full-time minister to children 
and preschool. Send resumes to paul@
fbcwhitehall.com or Children Search Team, 
P.O. Box 20307, White Hall, AR 71612-0307.    

First Baptist Church of DeWitt is search-
ing for a bi-vocational music minister. 
Responsibilities include leading worship and 
choir. Please submit resumes for FBC-DeWitt, 
322 W. First St., DeWitt, AR 72042 or brojim-
myalbrecht@yahoo.com. 

The North Central Baptist Association is 
prayerfully accepting resumes for an as-
sociational missionary. Resumes will 

be accepted until Aug. 1, and they can 
be mailed to the attention of the search 
committee at 268 Main St., Clinton, AR 
72031. For more information, please 
email Chairman Billy Reece at billy-
treece@hotmail.com.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church 
is currently seeking both a full-time 
youth pastor and a full-time wor-
ship leader. Resumes may be sent to 
shbc@windstream.net or to 279 Highway 
221 S., Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of mu-
sic to lead our blended worship services. 
Located in central Arkansas, Union Valley 
has an average worship attendance of 
500. This individual will be responsible for 
directing adult and youth choirs, as well 
as the praise band. Send resume to tim-
sparks@centurytel.net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla.   
Book now for August-December: lbram-
mer@charter.net, 423-309-4422.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

Church life
Deer Baptist Church, 

Deer, will celebrate its 75th 
anniversary from 12 to 5 p.m. 
Aug. 22. The event will in-
clude bounce houses, singing 

On the move
Mark Hobson is serving as 

associate pastor of Park Hill 
Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, having previously served 
with the International Mission 
Board.

Obituaries
Jerry Terrell, 66, of Austin, 

died July 5. He retired from 
the United States post office 
after 22 years of service to 
serve in ministry. He served 
as pastor of Grace Baptist 
Church in Scott for 17 years.  
His wife of 37 years, Regena 
Hoff Terrell, serves on the 

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of August.
◆ Aug. 20: Robyn Getsee, OBU Box 4467, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Thailand. 
◆ Aug. 30: Emily Schleiff, OBU Box 3382, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; China.

groups and more. All former 
members, their families and 
visitors are welcome. 

Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, will host 
a concert of prayer in the wor-
ship center at 5 p.m., Sunday, 
July 19.

Submit your church news to 
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org

Visit the Arkansas Baptist News online at arkansasbaptist.org

across arkansas
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James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national 
leader insuring churches in alliance with 
GuideStone. Call today or go online for 
property, liability, auto and worker’s comp 
quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

To advertise in the Church 
Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at  

501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 
or email 

ads@arkansasbaptist.org

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

FBC, LOWELL, VBS SALVATIONS – First Baptist Church of Lowell recently conducted Journey Off the Map vacation 
Bible school, which was kicked off by a community block party. The party included food, games, inflatables, bubbles and 
train rides. Twenty professions of faith were made by children in the Lowell community during the week.

ZION HILL ANNUAL PICNIC – Zion Hill Baptist Church, Cabot, held its annual 
church picnic as an outreach to the community June 28. About 350 people were 
served hamburgers, hot dogs and corn dogs. Ice cream, cotton candy and popcorn 
were also available. The gospel was shared, and a number of new families were 
introduced to the church and its ministries. After dark, there was a 30-minute 
fireworks program.

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) will no 
longer be using its Post Office 
(P.O). box effective immedi-
ately. 

All church newsletters and 
correspondence for the ABN 
should be sent to 10 Reming-

ton Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204-8202.

In addition, all mail 
should be addressed to a 
current ABN staff member 
or the organization in gen-
eral, said Becky Hardwick,  
business manager. Hardwick 

explained that the ABN still 
receives many pieces of mail 
addressed to numerous former 
employees, all of whom left the 
staff many years ago.

Current full-time staff 
members are Hardwick; Tim 
Yarbrough, editor/executive 

director; Jessica Vanderpool, 
senior assistant editor; Caleb 
Yarbrough, assistant editor, 
and Jeanie Weber, ministry as-
sistant.

“We look forward to receiv-
ing your church newsletters 
and other correspondence,” 

said Tim Yarbrough. “Please 
note the change of address so 
we can stay apprised of your 
ministry. We appreciate all 
that Arkansas Baptist churches 
do to further the kingdom and 
we want to continue hearing 
about it.”

Arkansas Baptist News curtails use of post office box
across arkansas
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ABSC Pastor/Staff 
Motorcycle Ride 

August 27-28
For more information visit 

www.absc.org/bikeride

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) will offer a marriage 
facilitator training course for 
pastors and church staff Sept. 
3 at the Baptist building in 
Little Rock. The course is 
called Prepare/Enrich and is 
designed to teach participants 
how to help prepare couples 
for marriage and how to min-
ister to couples who are strug-
gling in their marriages. The 
course will be taught by Ben 

Phillips, team member for the 
ABSC church health team.

“More than 500 pastors and 
staff in Arkansas have benefit-
ed from the Prepare/Enrich 
training that saves them time 
and provides a wealth of in-
formation for helping couples 
have a healthier marriage,” 
said Phillips.

Resource kits will be pro-
vided and the material is 
structured around a custom-
ized online couple assessment 

that helps identify a couple’s 
strength and growth areas. 
This material is widely used 
for premarital discipleship ses-
sions. Participants will learn to 
administer the online assess-
ment and interpret couples’ 
reports. This will help partici-
pants provide useful feedback 
and help couples work more 
effectively together. 

For more information and 
to register, visit absc.org/pre-
pareenrich.

Prepare/Enrich training set for Sept. 3

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) will 
offer a statewide conference 
on church planting Sept. 17 
at Central Baptist Church in 
North Little Rock. The confer-
ence is associated with the Re-
verb Arkansas church planting 
network. 

Participants will learn about 
the overall church planting pro-
cess and how they can partner 
with church planters across 
North America, as well as local 

church planters. Other topics 
that will be covered include 
how to live and think like a mis-
sionary while planting a church, 
how to read the culture in one’s 
community and how to develop 
healthy church planting systems. 

“Every church can be in-
volved in church planting in 
some way, and this conference 
will be a great place to interact 
with church planters from all 
over the state and learn about 
a variety of ways to be involved 
in church planting in Arkan-

sas and beyond,” said Dave Mc-
Clung, ABSC church planting 
team member.

McClung went on to say the 
conference is a perfect starting 
point for anyone who is inter-
ested in the church planting 
process and wants to get their 
church involved.

Speakers will include Brad 
Brisco, North America Mis-
sion Board church planting 
catalyst; J.D. Payne, pastor for 
church multiplication at The 
Church at Brook Hills in Bir-

Conference to connect churches with church planters

THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) will 
offer free Your Church and 
Money seminars around the 
state during the months of 
August and September. These 
seminars will cover a variety of 
topics designed to help church-
es with budget planning. The 
seminars will be led by Wil-
liam Jaques Jr., ABSC church 
health team member.

“This seminar is perfect for 
any church staff or volunteer 
wanting to understand the ins 
and outs of IRS (Internal Rev-
enue Service) regulations for 

churches in several key areas, 
such as payroll compliance, the 
unique tax status of a minister, 
what is and is not a charitable 
contribution and what changes 
have to be made as a result of 
health care reform,” said Jaques. 

Another aspect of this semi-
nar will include training on 
how to cultivate generosity in 
one’s church by promoting the 
importance of stewardship. 
The goal is to give attendees 
available resources and guid-
ance so that their churches can 
properly use the tithes and of-
ferings to glorify God. 

Seminars are open to all min-
isters, church employees, church 
treasurers, financial secretaries 
and financial committees.

Preregistration is required for 
the event. Participants’ contact 
information is needed to notify 
them if a seminar is cancelled 
due to low registration. To regis-
ter and to view the list of semi-
nar locations, visit absc.org/
guidestone. The event is a made 
possible by gifts given through 
the Cooperative Program.

For more information, email 
Donna Couch at dcouch@absc.
org.

Seminars help churches with budget planning

EVAN WHEATLEY has been 
announced as the re-
cipient of the 2015 
Master’Singers schol-
arship. Wheatley re-
cently completed his 
sophomore year as a 
music and mass com-
munications major 
at Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadel-
phia. 

Wheatley seeks opportuni-

ties to serve the Arkadelphia 
community through 
Ouachita’s campus 
ministries and Tiger 
Serve Day. He is cur-
rently serving as wor-
ship director at Fel-
lowship Church in 
Arkadelphia and is 
also a summer minis-
try intern at his home 
church, Cullendale 

First Baptist in Camden.  

Wheatley receives scholarship

mingham, Ala.; Alan Hirsch, 
co-founder of the Forge Net-
work, and Jeff Williams, pastor 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist 

Church, Little Rock.
For more information and 

to register, visit tinyurl.com/
nzvudx3.  

Wheatley

aBsc
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Gerald Nash
Conway

Christmas has always been my favor-
ite time of year. As children, we would 
spend hours trying to find where Mom 
had hidden the presents Dad smuggled 
in after work. We would then beg for 
hints as to what 
was in the color-
fully wrapped pack-
ages when they 
were placed under 
the tree. We were 
always told to be 
good and all would 
be revealed on 
Christmas Day. Anticipa-
tion marked the Christ-
mas season in those days.

Jesus’ Revelation to 
John concerning the mes-
sages to the churches car-
ried with it both a concern 
and a promised gift. The 
focal passages for todays 
lesson in Revelation 2 and 
3 give us some hints as to 
the life we will live in heav-
en through our persever-
ance. Each church is given 
a special gift for overcoming this world 
through Christ. 

Ephesus is promised the fruit of the 
tree of life (Rev. 2:7). Smyrna is given 
security from the second death (Rev. 
2:10). Pergamum will eat of the hid-
den manna and will be given a white 
stone with a new name written on it, 

which no one else will know (Rev. 
2:17). 

Thyatira is given governing respon-
sibilities in the new heaven and earth 
to serve Christ (Rev. 2:26-28). Sardis 

will be given white 
garments to wear 
and promised 
their names will 
be secure in the 
Book of Life (Rev. 
3:5). Philadelphia 
is told they will 
serve God in the 

new Temple in the New 
Jerusalem (Rev. 3:12). 
Lastly, Laodicea is prom-
ised a seat by Christ on 
His throne (Rev. 3:21).

All of these gifts 
will be available to the 
believer when Christ  
is declared King of kings 
and Lord of lords in 
the New Heaven and 
Earth. It will be like 
Christmas, only this 
time we know what is 

in the packages. It is this incen-
tive that gives us the courage to 
carry on in the faith. It is through  
His overcoming of the world that 
we will receive these fantastic gifts. 
As the lyrics of the song say, “What 
a day that will be when my Jesus  
I shall see.”

to his sermons and ride with him in 
his truck. 

But I had become complacent about 
our relationship.

In the span of less than a minute, 
literally, Jesus 
showed me the 
treasures of life 
that have been 
given to me. He 
showed me how 
quickly they could 
be lost. In those 
few seconds, I was 

reminded of how deep is 
the love of Jesus for me 
and how much I had 
taken for granted.

Revelation 2 calls the 
churches each to review 
their relationships. Jesus 
is not content with a 
“good relationship.” Jesus 
wants a passionate rela-
tionship. He wants the 
romance and the fire of 
the first love.

In a new marriage, every day is an 
adventure in becoming acquainted 
with your beloved. Because God is 
totally other, not us, we can never 
exhaust His personality and attri-
butes. Jesus invites us to look deeply 
at our relationship with Him. He in-
vites us to fall in love with Him anew  
each day.

Mary Kisor
Russellville 

Recently, my brother-in-law David 
passed away. During the funeral mes-
sage, the pastor explained David was a 
Christian and was now in heaven. 

He made a statement: “If David 
could speak to you, he would say, ‘If 
you could see what 
I am seeing, you 
would not grieve 
for me.’” 

While we were 
grieving, David 
was experiencing 
the splendor of 
heaven. I imagined 
him seeing what John was 
seeing in the Book of Rev-
elation.

In Revelation 4:1-11, 
John describes a vision 
in which he is allowed 
to have a breathtaking 
glimpse of heaven’s throne 
room. This text tells us 
three things that John was 
privilege to see. 

First, he saw God in 
all His glory (Rev. 4:1-
6a). Man has always wanted to see the 
face of God (Psa. 27:8–9). The Apostle 
Paul was allowed to go to heaven but 
was forbidden to speak about it (2 
Cor. 12:1–9). Moses wanted to look 
upon God but was only allowed to see 
His back as He passed by (Ex. 33:20–
23). The disciples looked upon Jesus, 

but they were seeing His humanity. 
John is directly seeing God on His 
throne in His divine essence (Rev. 
4:2).

John also saw God’s holiness. John 
saw four living creatures as they contin-

uously proclaimed 
God’s holiness: 
“Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God, the Al-
mighty, who was, 
who is, and who 
is coming” (Rev. 
4:8). These crea-
tures performed a 

continuous act of worship. 
John also saw God’s 

power (Rev. 4:9–11). God 
has created everything, 
and by His will it all exists 
and is sustained. There 
was so much suffering 
and hardship from the 
Roman authorities. All 
earthly powers exist by 
the will of God, and one 
day they all will acknowl-
edge His lordship (Phil. 

2:10–11). In our Christian walk, we 
need to get a vision of God on the 
throne of our lives. Our lives need to 
bring glory to God. The way we live 
for God needs to be holy acts of wor-
ship. As Christians, we need to allow 
God through the power of the Holy 
Spirit to sustain us.

What time of day would you most 
likely be caught praying? What kinds of 
things do you usually pray about? 

We can pray at any time and all the 
time. Our prayers can be quick or slow, 
long or short, silent or shouted. Prayers 
can be deep and 
thought-out, or 
desperate and sim-
ple. For Nehemiah, 
prayer was a way of 
life. He had devel-
oped the habit of 
letting God be part 
of his thoughts, 
plans and actions. 

Nehemiah also demon-
strated an important prin-
ciple: After we pray, there 
are usually a number of 
important tasks for us to 
do; until we pray, that is 
the most important task to 
do. Prayer wasn’t the last 
thing on Nehemiah’s list 
of options. It was the first.

Nehemiah was a true 
and faithful man of God. 
His prayer life was consistent and hum-
ble. What words would people use to de-
scribe your prayer life and my prayer life?

I think most Christians would con-
fess that they are dissatisfied with their 
prayer life. They feel it is inadequate 
and perhaps infrequent. Sometimes we 
struggle to improve the quality, as well 

as the quantity, of prayers in our lives.
As I read Nehemiah 1:3-10, I pic-

ture a man mourning, weeping, fasting 
and praying for days before the God 
of heaven who is great and awesome 
(Neh. 1:4-5), and I long for the desire 

of such a prayer life. 
Where Nehemi-

ah says in Neh. 1:6 
that he is praying 
“day and night,” 
persistence in 
prayer is highlight-
ed here. A friend 
of mine has been a 

woman of prayer for many 
years. She has received 
countless answers from 
God, but sometimes she 
is disheartened because 
certain prayers for loved 
ones remain unanswered. 
Yet, she keeps praying, 
encouraged by Luke 18:1 
where Jesus uses a parable 
to show us to always pray 
and never give up.

Prayer is a way for hu-
mans to show their faith and trust in 
our faithful, trustworthy God. No mat-
ter how much we falter and stumble in 
our prayer lives, He hears us when we 
cry out to Him every time. His heart 
of infinite love responds to the needs 
and emotions of our own inarticulate 
hearts. So, keep on praying!

Cindy James
Camden

Let them hear
Revelation 2:7-28; 3:5- 21

ExplorE thE BiBlE

august 2, 2015

Howard Kisor
Russellville 

Jesus Christ wrote Letters to His 
Church using the pen of John, the 
beloved disciple. In Revelation 2:1-7, 
a passage directed to Ephesus, Jesus 
woos His Betrothed. The attention of 
His Bride has wan-
dered. She has all 
the right words. 
She goes through 
all the right mo-
tions. She endures 
the offenses of 
the world with pa-
tience.

However, something is 
missing. The “romance” 
has faded from the re-
lationship. Jesus reveals 
Himself in His glory. He 
holds the stars in His 
hands. He walks among 
the lampstands. Stars 
may represent the creative 
power of God, and the 
lampstands one may see 
as giving light. Thus God 
has created and called His 
Church, and gives light to His own. 
In spite of all that the Church knows 
about Him, they have grown casual 
with His presence.

Recently, I had the opportunity to 
review my relationship to Jesus and 
to my husband of 49 years. I keep my 
husband’s house, iron his clothes, 
make his bed, cook his meals, listen 

Return to your first love 
Revelation 2:1-7

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Glimpse of the throne
Revelation 4:1-11

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Return to prayer
nehemiah 1:3-10

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

July 26, 2015
BiBle commentary
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