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New churches added,
net giving declines

Jon Moody, a former Arkansas Baptist who is president and founder of E-Tech 
Missions, receives a chicken and yams from a Gonja chief in northern Ghana. 
The chicken and yams were a gift for coming to his village. Read the full story 
about E-Tech Missions on Church Tech, Page14.

See GIVING page 11

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS are 
adding more churches, but 
serving fewer members who 
are giving fewer dollars, 2014 
data compiled by LifeWay 
Christian Resources shows.

Additionally, LifeWay data 
shows Arkansas Baptists are 
following a similar trend ex-
cept they are also declining 
minimally in the number of 
churches.

The number of cooperating 
churches within the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) 
rose for the 15th consecutive 
year, but the churches lost 
more than 200,000 members, 
the biggest one-year decline 
since 1881, according to the 
Annual Church Profile (ACP) 
compiled by LifeWay in coop-
eration with Baptist state con-
ventions. Average attendance, 
baptisms and giving also de-
clined.

Arkansas statistics
In Arkansas, the number 

of churches decreased by one 
congregation, from 1,435 in 
2013 to 1,434 in 2014; and 
baptisms dropped by 281, 

from 11,554 in 2013 to 11,273 
in 2014, according to LifeWay.

The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) actu-
ally reports 1,537 missions, 
churches and preaching 
points, so ABSC’s numbers 
differ slightly from LifeWay’s.

Total giving reported by 
churches decreased from 2013 
to 2014 by a little more than 
$13 million, from about $339 
million to about $325 million, 
LifeWay reported.

One of the largest declines 
last year was Southern Baptist 
church membership, which 
fell 1.5 percent to 15.5 mil-
lion. While still the largest 
Protestant denomination by 
far, the decline places the de-
nomination at the lowest level 
since 1993. Weekly worship 
attendance declined 2.75 per-
cent to 5.67 million Sunday 
worshippers.

Baptisms declined for the 
third year in a row, although 
the rate held steady with one 
baptism for every 51 members. 
Churches recorded 5,067 

The ABN classi� eds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 12.
The ABN classi� eds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classi� ed ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Missions ‘tech’

IMB missionaries offered housing upon return

See LMCO page 7

Arkansans
help provide
‘water on
dry ground’
Laura Fielding
International Mission Board

Editor’s Note: Christian aid 
workers Gary and Ann Warrior*, 
from Arkansas and West Virgin-
ia, are featured during the 2015 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
(LMCO) for International Mis-
sions. The 2015 offering theme 
is Because of Who He is, focused 
around Psalm 96:3. The offer-
ing goal is $175 million. LMCO 
Week of Prayer is Nov. 29-Dec. 6.

CENTRAL ASIA (BP) – Sev-
eral years ago, Christian aid 
worker Gary Warrior* was sit-
ting on the floor in a Central 
Asian village with a congrega-
tion of about 20 people, get-
ting ready to share about “the 
cost of discipleship.” 

Someone made the sugges-
tion to go around the room 
and share their testimonies. 

One woman simply said, 
“Oh, I’m just very blessed, and 
I’m so thankful to be here.” 

Her friend elbowed her: 
“Explain to him your testimo-
ny; tell him what’s happening 
in your life with God.” 

But the woman again said 
she was “blessed” and just 
thankful to sing songs and 
read the Bible together. 

Her friend retorted, “You 
tell him the truth. You tell him 
that every night after you go to 
these meetings, your husband 
beats you, and last week he 
beat you with a hammer!” 

Tears jumped to Warrior’s 
eyes as he thought, “How can 

TWO BAPTIST seminaries – 
New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary (NOBTS) and 
Mid-America Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary (MABTS) – are 
among numerous organiza-
tions relaying housing offers 
to the International Mission 
Board (IMB) for missionaries 
returning stateside as part of 
the mission board’s budget 
drawdown.

New Orleans seminary 
announced that 10 campus 

housing units will be available 
to returning missionaries rent-
free in a show of support for 
missionaries returning home 
as part of the IMB’s plans to 
address revenue shortfalls. 

The seminary also an-
nounced a campuswide spe-
cial IMB offering set for Nov. 3 
during the annual Global Mis-
sions Week at NOBTS. David 
Platt, IMB president and an 
NOBTS alumnus, will speak 
in chapel that day.

"We have been saddened to 
hear of the financial crisis at 
the IMB and have been pray-
ing daily for the IMB and our 
missionaries who are faced 
with difficult decisions,” said 
Steve Lemke, NOBTS pro-
vost. “But we wanted also to 
do something tangible to be of 
help, and taking this offering 
and providing this housing are 
some things we can add to our 
prayers to help our missionar-
ies in this time of transition."

Additionally, Mid-Amer-
ica seminary has set forth its 
readiness “to partner with the 
International Mission Board 
… in providing relocation as-
sistance” for missionaries who 
are returning to the United 
States as part of the mission 
board’s reset of its finances.

In a faculty meeting, Mark 
Terry, MABTS professor of 
missions, had remarked about 

See HOUSING page 10
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Assoc. kicks out church 
over homosexuality
HATTIESBURG, Miss. 
– A Baptist church in 
Hattiesburg that is self-
described as “a different 
kind of Baptist church” 
has been kicked out of 
the Pine Belt Baptist As-
sociation as a result of its 
stance on homosexuality. 
A written statement by 
University Baptist Church 
Pastor Rusty Edwards said 
members of the associa-
tion voted to dismiss the 
church from its member-
ship Oct. 20. “Last month, 
University Baptist Church 
learned that we were no 
longer considered a coop-
erating church with the 
Mississippi Baptist Con-
vention,” Edwards’ state-
ment read.

IMB missionaries sought
to help reach Houston
GRAPEVINE, Texas (BP) 
– International Mission 
Board (IMB) missionar-
ies returning from the 
mission field as part of a 
voluntary staff reduction 
could find immediate op-
portunities to reach eth-
nic people groups in one 
of America’s most diverse 
megacities – Houston. 
The Southern Baptists 
of Texas Convention’s 
(SBTC) executive board 
will vote at its Novem-
ber meeting to set aside 
$1 million to facilitate 
returning missionaries as 
church planters or church 
revitalizers for the conven-
tion’s Reach Houston ini-
tiative. “Reach Houston is 
a SBTC plan to increase 
church planting and re-
vitalization in the greater 
Houston area,” Executive 
Director Jim Richards 
said. “With Houston 
being the most ethnically 
diverse city in the United 
States, there is a need for 
language and cultural 
skills possessed by IMB 
personnel who have al-
ready served among the 
various people groups of 
the world.”

Students seek to ‘Connect’ in Monticello

Students witness at a Laundromat during the Connect 2015 missions event Oct. 
16-18 in Monticello.  Photo by Charity Taylor 

MONTICELLO – The idea 
of taking a mission trip can 
be daunting. But missions 
doesn’t have to mean pack-
ing up a dozen church mem-
bers and flying to Africa for 
a week. It can be as simple 
as taking a handful of stu-
dents to give out change 
at the local car wash while 
engaging customers in spiri-
tual conversations and help-
ing them connect to a local 
church.

And that’s exactly what a 
group of students did as part 
of Connect 2015, a short-
term, local mission trip for 
students that took place Oct. 
16-18 in Monticello. 

About 150 students, lead-
ers and volunteers took part 
in the weekend event, which 
was sponsored by the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) missions team.

The event is designed to 
offer students the experi-
ence of a weeklong mission 
trip packaged into a single 
weekend, said Travis McCor-
mick, ABSC missions team 
member. The goal is for stu-
dents to connect with God 
through worship, devotions, 
prayer time and evangelism 
and ministry opportunities, 
as well as to connect with 
fellow Christians and the 
community through work 
projects.

Along with ministering at 
the car wash, students part-
nered with local churches to 
minister through activities 

such as prayer walking, con-
struction, yard work and evan-
gelism.

“I know that all of my stu-
dents were committed to the 
tasks they were challenged 
with and that God spoke to 
each of them individually,” 
said Bryan Shanks, youth 
pastor and worship leader at 
First Baptist Church, Manila, 
who brought about two dozen 
students to Connect 2015. “I 
know that one of my students 
received a call to minister to 
the mentally handicapped dur-
ing this trip. My students took 
away a deeper desire to grow 
in their faithfulness to serve as 
God calls.”

First Baptist Church, 
Monticello, provided hous-
ing for the weekend. Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, and First Bap-
tist Church, Ozark, provided 
shower units, and Liberty Bap-
tist Association’s disaster relief 
feeding unit provided meals.

As part of Connect 2015 
and in partnership with the 
ABSC college and young lead-
ers team and the ABSC Prayer 
Task Force, students also took 
part in a Haystack prayer meet-
ing, which was a time of prayer 
for repentance, revival and re-
newal, on Oct. 17.

“God was evident and 
working in the lives of the stu-
dents,” said Charity Taylor, 
ABSC missions team member, 
regarding the Haystack event. 
“What a sight to see students 
and their leaders praying and 

broken for the lostness of fam-
ily members, friends and the 
world!”

The weekend ended with 
groups worshipping in church-
es around the Monticello area.

Telese Huffman, of Im-
manuel Baptist Church in 
Monticello, was one of four 
adult leaders for a group of 
youth from her church. She 
noted the particularly “local” 
aspect of the mission trip for 
her group. 

“They (students) got to see 
there is mission work to be 
done where they live. They got 
to connect with local people 
and work on projects they can 
revisit on a regular basis if 
they choose,” she said, noting 

they connected with people 
they know from other area 
churches and there has been 
discussion about the pos-
sibility of joining together 
again to meet more needs in 
the community.

The students also con-
nected with groups from 
across the state, and they ex-
perienced the disaster relief 
food and shower services.

“I believe the more famil-
iar the youth become with 
missions, the more likely it 
is they will continue mission 
work as adults,” Huffman 
said. 

“This was a great trip, and 
we are looking forward to 
next year.”

Bostick, wife of ABSC team leader, dies at age 48

Bostick

BENTON – LeaAnn Palmer 
Bostick, 48, of Benton, died 
Oct. 18. Her death was the 
result of complications from 
treatments for a rare 
form of cancer, which 
she had had for eight 
years.

She was the wife of 
Terry Bostick, team 
leader for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) evange-
lism and church health 
team. 

“Terry and LeaAnn Bostick 
have been among the great-
est blessings God has given to 
Arkansas Baptists,” said J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, ABSC execu-
tive director. “LeaAnn was an 

incredible wife and mother. 
Her life was constantly Christ-
focused, extremely unselfish 
and servant-minded. I see the 

same incredible attri-
butes residing in their 
daughter, Lindsey. We 
stand beside Terry and 
Lindsey during this 
time of grief, and re-
joice that she is in that 
incredible place called 
heaven!”

LeaAnn Bostick, 
who was born in Mon-

roe, La., was saved, baptized, 
and discipled at First Baptist 
Church, West Monroe, La. 
She graduated from Louisi-
ana Tech University and was 
a school teacher. She served 

alongside her husband at 
many churches through the 
years. 

She was preceded in death 
by a daughter, Amelia Palmer 
Bostick; father-in-law, Roy Bo-
stick, and brother-in-law, John 
Messina.

Survivors include her hus-
band; daughter, Lindsey Bo-
stick; her father and mother, 
Berle and Lea Palmer; sister, 
Rene Messina; mother-in-law, 
Pat Bostick; brothers-in-law, 
Thad Bostick and Troy Bostick 
and his wife, Jennifer; niece, 
Tara Lynn Ratcliff and her 
husband, Dustin; nephews, 
Caleb Bostick and Josh Bos-
tick and his wife, Morgan, and 
their daughter, Arden.

A memorial service was 
held at First Baptist Church, 
West Monroe, Oct. 22. Visi-
tation followed under the di-
rection of Mulhearn Funeral 
Home, West Monroe.

Arkansas DR deploy to 
Texas, South Carolina
THE ARKANSAS Valley 
Baptist Association disas-
ter relief unit and Arkan-
sas Baptist Gene Lashlee 
have deployed to Smith-
ville, Texas. The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
flood recovery unit has 
deployed to Georgetown, 
S.C.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest
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Fed investigates Greens
over Babylonian tablets
NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) – Hobby Lobby craft 
chain owners the Greens 
are under federal inves-
tigation to determine 
whether the family ille-
gally imported Assyrian 
and Babylonian cunei-
form tablets from Israel 
for display in the family’s 
Bible museum, accord-
ing to media reports. The 
U.S. government has con-
fiscated a shipment of as 
many as 300 small clay 
tablets that were in route 
to Oklahoma, the Hobby 
Lobby headquarters, re-
ports said, citing confir-
mation from Cary Sum-
mers, president of the 
Museum of the Bible set 
to open in 2017 in Wash-
ington, D.C.  Hobby 
Lobby’s corporate office 
confirmed the company 
is cooperating with the 
investigation.

New Muppets program
 ‘too toxic’ for children

Collegians pray for awakening, share gospel 
Lisa Falknor
Special to the ABN

WHAT HAPPENS when 
hundreds of millennials from 
more than 10 locations pray 
for more than 20 hours at 
events called Haystack prayer 
meetings? What does it look 
like when hundreds share 
Christ on their respective col-
lege campuses in a 24-hour 
period called Engage 24? Five 
Arkansas Baptist campus min-
isters share their stories. 

The writing is on a graph in 
Ryan Scantling’s office: Since 
the beginning of the semester, 
the Conway Baptist campus 
minister tracked 165 times 
when his students engaged 
someone with the gospel; 100 
of these he recorded this Octo-
ber. That increase, he said, is 
a direct result of the Haystack 
prayer gathering coupled with 
the Engage 24 challenge. 

“It’s exponentially in-
creased,” said Scantling re-
garding the upward spike in 
the graph. 

They also doubled their 
evangelism teams from four 
to eight and now have two 
new prayer groups meeting 
Mondays and Thursdays every 
week. 

Fifty students involved in 
four area churches attended 
the Fort Smith Haystack gath-
ering Oct. 13, resulting in five 

commitments to witness and 
1.5 hours of two private con-
versations about how to share 
the gospel.   

“I can lead college students 
and reach college students, but 
millennials (born in the late 
1980s to early 2000s) are going 
to reach millennials,” said Lee 
Woodmansee, Baptist Colle-
giate Ministry (BCM) 
campus minister at the 
University of Arkansas 
at Fort Smith. 

W o o d m a n s e e 
hopes for future fruit, 
too. 

“Our goal was not 
to have an immedi-
ate, quick payoff,” he 
said. “We want lasting 
results where students 
are regularly stepping 
out in boldness.”

Three University of Arkan-
sas students in Monticello 
stepped out in boldness. Two 
baseball players shared Christ 
with 44 members of their 
team, said Phillip Slaughter, 
BCM campus minister.  Also, 
his BCM intern dressed like 
Superman and witnessed to 
anyone who asked why he 
dressed like that. 

Slaughter calendared his 
Haystack date after Engage 
24 – to partner with a state-
wide student Connect mis-
sion weekend. About 180 
people participated. 

New magazine features Cross Church’s Nick Floyd 
LITTLE ROCK – The fall edi-
tion of Arkansas Faith & Fam-
ily magazine, formerly Arkansas 
Christian Parent, is now avail-
able.

The cover of the new issue 
features Nick Floyd, teaching 
pastor at Cross 
Church in Fay-
etteville, and 
his family, with 
their newly ad-
opted daughter 
from Africa. In 
a Q-and-A style 
article, Floyd 
shares about his 
family’s five-year 
adoption jour-
ney. 

“The adop-
tion story of 
Nick Floyd and his family is  a 
great read, as are the many dis-
cipleship-focused articles with 
topics such as forgiving the 
unforgiveable, praying God’s 

Word for children, teaching 
children theology, making a 
difference in an overly sexual-
ized world and much more,” 
said Tim Yarbrough Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) editor/ex-
ecutive director.

“We encour-
age churches 
to take full ad-
vantage of this 
magazine by 
using it not only 
as a resource for 
church mem-
bers, but also 
as an outreach 
tool for commu-
nity members,” 
said Yarbrough. 
“Churches may 
consider placing 

magazines in gift bags for new 
members, handing them out 
at special events or distribut-
ing them in high visibility loca-
tions around town, such as at 

local businesses.”
Since its debut in October 

2012, more than 100,000-plus 
copies of the family magazine 
have been distributed through-
out Arkansas. 

Writers contributing to the 
fall edition include Vickie, 
Lee, wife of Ricky Lee, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood; Kim Reeder, pas-
tor of Barton Chapel Baptist 
Church, Tyronza; Kelly Tolley, 
children’s ministry director 
at Perryville Second Baptist 
Church; Ann Lovell, an editor 
and writer with the Interna-
tional Mission Board; Garrick 
Conner, discipleship pastor 
at Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, and Laura 
Macfarlan, speaker, teacher 
and writer, as well as director 
of Heart Life Women’s Min-
istry at First Baptist Church, 
Siloam Springs.

“Be sure to drop by the ABN

office or give us a call to reserve 
copies of Arkansas Faith & Fam-
ily today,” said Yarbrough. “In 
a world of ever-increasing pain 
and suffering, it is our job as 
Christians to share the hope 
of Christ. It is our desire as a 
staff to help churches do this 
through providing God-honor-
ing resources such as Arkansas 
Faith & Family.”

Yarbrough noted that some 
Baptist associations around 
the state will have copies of the 
magazine for churches, while 
other churches may pick them 
up for free on a first-come, 
first-served basis at the ABN 
office in Little Rock. Addition-
ally, churches may request cop-
ies be mailed to them for the 
cost of shipping.

More information about Ar-
kansas Faith & Family is avail-
able via Facebook at facebook.
com/arkfaithfamily or arkan-
sasbaptist.org/arkfaithfamily.

“We started praying for 
the lost in our closest circles,” 
Slaughter said. “One by one, 
names began to fill the air 
through the sound of sob-
bing voices,” he said.  “I heard 
students crying out, ‘Daddy,’ 
while interceding for God to 
save their fathers.” 

He called the sound “abso-

lutely heart-breaking and beau-
tiful all at once.” 

Diligent, corporate prayer 
among the Haystack groups 
stirred up not only evangelistic 
boldness on various campuses 
around the state and broken-
ness for the lost in the hearts 
of students, but also unity 
among believers, even among 
rival schools. 

“The most impactful thing 
for me was to see how mixed 
the groups were,” said Jared 
Farley, who serves as campus 
minister at Henderson State 
University, adding that the 
rivalry between Ouachita Bap-

tist University and Henderson 
sometimes keeps the groups 
separate. 

“The more unity we have, 
the more that gives the oppor-
tunity for other students to see 
that maybe there’s something 
to the Christian faith,” he 
said, adding that, in itself, is 
a witness.  

At Southern 
Arkansas Uni-
versity, 108 stu-
dents prayed and 
worshipped for 
almost two hours 
Oct. 6. The week 
after (Oct. 12-15) 
the Southern Ar-
kansas University 
group gathered in 
the student center 
the Engage event. 
“Instead of En-

gage 24, we had Engage 96 
(sharing the gospel for four 
days),” said Mike Sandusky, 
BCM campus minister at 
Southern Arkansas. 

“Most of these students had 
never shared the gospel before.  
“On Monday, they were all 
scared. By Thursday, they were 
asking, ‘When can we do this 
again?’”

Lisa Falknor writes for the col-
lege and young leaders team of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion, as well as serves as northwest 
correspondent for the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP)  – In a study of 
“The Muppets,” the Par-
ents Television Council 
(PTC) reports that the 
new TV show includes a 
preponderance of sexual 
innuendos and other of-
fensive content not suited 
for children. The first 
four episodes of half-hour 
comedy, featuring char-
acters created by the late 
Jim Henson decades ago, 
included adult-themed 
content every 3 minutes 
and 38 seconds, the PTC 
found. The PTC joins an-
other critic of the series, 
the morality watchdog 
group One Million Moms, 
in saying the show is not 
the child-friendly offering 
it once was. The series is 
especially cunning be-
cause it features characters 
that appeal to children, 
but casts them in adult 
story lines, the groups 
said. One Million Moms 
called for a boycott of the 
show. It debuted Sept. 22.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

continue to be a part of the 
organization.

For the most part, I believe 
this to be true, but person-
ally, I got tired of hearing the 
phrase as it was repeated over 
and over again by the entity’s 
top leaders, middle manage-

ment and 
staff.

What’s 
more, I 
know there 
are many 
ministries 

at churches and denomi-
national entities that seem 
quirky and unnecessary by 
some, but in practice serve 
people and make a huge dif-
ference in the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ.

Another time, Ken 
Blanchard, author of “Lead 
Like Jesus,” came to lead the 
staff of the entity in a two-day 
“retreat” about the tenants of 
his book.

At the time, I served as a 

N ot that long ago in a 
ministry not that far 

away (by years anyway), I re-
call an entity where I served 
seemed to be blown by the 
wind of every new leadership 
advice book that was pub-
lished.

The first book 
I recall having a 
pretty dramatic 
affect on the 
ministry of this 
entity was “Good 
to Great” by Jim 
Collins.

There was a lot of advice 
shared in the book, but one 
thing that was quoted more 
than most was the phrase, 
“Do we have the right people 
on the bus?”

It was a reference to the 
author’s assertion that in 
order for an organization to 
move forward to be success-
ful, it must identify the right 
people in the organization to 
“be on the bus,” or rather, to 

Should leaders ‘listen’ to what they read?
team leader of this entity and 
was impressed and anxious 
to put into practice what 
Blanchard taught.

However, my enthusiasm 
and that of other team lead-
ers was squashed at our next 
meeting after we asked ad-
ministration how it was plan-
ning to implement “Lead Like 
Jesus” across the board at the 
entity. 

“Oh, that was just a semi-
nar,” we were told. “Obvi-
ously, there are things we can 
gain from Blanchard and you 
are certainly free to use it in 
our own management of your 
team, but it’s not going to be 
deployed throughout the en-
tire organization.”

Most pastors and other 
leaders I know read a lot, in-
cluding books on leadership. 
So should we always “listen” 
to what we read? In other 
words, should we be quick to 
implement what a particular 
author says we should do?

Review: Urban Legends of the New Testament 
W ere there three kings of 

Orient at the manger? 
Where was the manger, any-
way? A cave, a barn or some-
where else? These questions 
are among the 40 addressed 
in David A. Croteau’s “Urban 
Legends of the 
New Testament,” 
recently pub-
lished by B&H 
Academic Press. 

What is an 
“urban legend” of the New 
Testament? According to 
Croteau, it is a “commonly 
circulated myth, repeated 
throughout the culture as 
common knowledge, but 
which isn’t true.” For the 
New Testament, this includes 
misunderstandings about 

the original culture of first-
century Israel, as well as 
well-intended, but erroneous, 
explanations of Greek vocabu-
lary. It is Croteau’s assertion 
that we who take the Bible 
seriously should also strive to 

get it right. 
We need to 
eliminate 
the urban 
legends 
from our 

teaching and preaching.
How is the book laid out? 

There is a prologue and an 
epilogue, explaining pur-
pose, and then there are 40 
chapters each addressing an 
urban legend. Sixteen are 
taken from the Gospels with 
the balance found in Acts, 

the Epistles and Revelation. 
Each chapter follows the same 
format: an explanation of the 
legend, an effort 
to explain the ori-
gin of that legend 
and the corrective 
prescribed from 
study.

The chapter ti-
tles themselves are 
more problematic 
than the material 
in each chapter. 
For example, one 
chapter addresses 
“Christians Are 
Commanded to Tithe” as an 
urban legend. The chapter 
itself, though, only speaks to 
one specific passage in He-
brews. The reader would be 

wise to examine the content 
of the chapters and not just 
judge by the headings.

Scattered through-
out the book are 
QR codes that can 
be scanned with 
one’s smartphone. 
These link to videos 
of Croteau teaching 
on ten of the leg-
ends mentioned in 
the text. For those 
who are digitally in-
clined, these are of 
value. The prologue 
also provides a link 

for those who are not inter-
ested in using the QR system. 

Each chapter features an 
annotated bibliography that 
references both print and 

digital resources. Some of the 
references are academic jour-
nals while others are books 
and blogs. Also commendable 
is the presence of footnotes.

In all, this is a useful refer-
ence book for preachers and 
teachers of the Word of God. 
At a minimum, it challenges 
the reader to correctly inter-
pret and understand what is 
in the text. I highly recom-
mended it.

Urban Legends of the 
New Testament by David A. 
Croteau, 255 pages, softcover 
from B&H Academic.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of 
East End Baptist Church, Hens-
ley, and a frequent contributor to 
the Arkansas Baptist News. Visit 
his blog at doughibbard.com.

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

It depends. I believe books 
on leadership are useful, but 
like a lot of other things in 
this old world, they should 
be carefully evaluated prior to 
“going whole hog” with their 
advice.

I have thoughtfully 
implemented the advice of 

Blanchard over the years from 
this book, while casting aside 
the advice of many other lead-
ership book authors.

Ultimately, everything we 
do as leaders should come 
from the greatest Book on 
leadership of all time, which 
is, of course, the Bible.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Review
Doug Hibbard
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‘Choice’ thoughts at Thanksgiving

What is needed today in the local church?
I love visiting with Arkansas church planters and pastors 

and hearing how God is working in the local church. 
These conversations get me excited. They renew me and 
refresh me. It also is an opportunity for me to learn from 
them. Many times I quiz them about what they are doing 
to reach people with the gospel and disciple them. 

I learned a long time ago that “leaders are always learn-
ers.” 

But ultimately, the conversations turn and 
they ask, “Bro. Archie, what do you think is 
needed today in the local church?” 

I usually respond by saying, “I can tell you 
more what not to do than what to do.” 

But since I am asked this, I believe the an-
swer is twofold: 

First, we need uninhibited preaching of the gospel. I 
believe pastors need to stand up and preach the truth. Call 
a spade a spade. Speak on the issues of today:  the exclu-
sivity of Jesus Christ (Jesus is the only Way), repentance, 
abortion, same-sex marriage, etc. Don’t be a sissy preacher. 
Deal with what the people are dealing with in the culture. 
I believe in biblical counseling. Several of our pastors at 
Central Baptist Church meet with people on a weekly 
basis and give biblical guidance regarding life issues, but as 
the senior lead pastor, I do 99.9 percent of my counseling 
from the pulpit. Don’t be afraid – preach in season and 
out of season. You will not be the most popular preacher 
in town, but the truth is what sets people free!

Secondly, I believe each church needs a required month-
ly membership class where any person desiring church 
membership attends the class with the pastor, agrees with 
the doctrine and vision of the church and signs a member-
ship covenant. To be a member at Central Baptist, one 
must attend the 90-minute class, be born again, agree with 
our doctrine and vision and be voted on by the congrega-
tion in one of our quarterly business meetings. You cannot 

vote or serve in any capacity at Central until 
you are a member. A required membership 
class keeps the church’s vision intact and 
their doctrine sound. I say each month in 
the class, “You are joining us; we are not 
joining you.” We live today in a culture 
where we have to be up front and very clear 

about church membership and what we believe.  
Lastly, it has been a joy and privilege to serve the past 

two years as the president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC). I believe in the local church and 
believe in the churches in Arkansas. J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, 
ABSC executive director, is doing a marvelous job as the 
executive director of the ABSC and has assembled a dedi-
cated team. We are truly blessed in Arkansas. The future 
is bright for Arkansas. Stay in the battle and keep exalting 
Jesus Christ!

Archie Mason is senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion.

A s we enter the time of year for thanksgiving, the fol-
lowing Scripture passages come to mind.

“All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is 
reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to 
overflow to the glory of God” (2 Cor. 4:15, NIV).

“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God” (2 Cor. 9:11, NIV).

I am certainly thankful that Christ’s gen-
erosity with us is grace-filled not law-based.  I 
am also thankful to be a Christ-follower who 
depends on a God of abundance for every-
thing.   

As the Stewardship section of the 2000 Baptist Faith and 
Message says, “God is the source of all blessings, temporal 
and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to Him. … 
They are therefore under obligation to serve Him with 
their time, talents, and material possessions; and should 
recognize all these as entrusted to them to use for the glory 
of God and for helping others.”

As I read this, I am reminded that God expects us to not 

only regard all resources as gifts from God, but also resist 
the temptation to hoard or waste them. Instead, we are to 
put them to work consistent with His instructions.

I leave you with the following passage from “The 
Choice: The Christ-Centered Pursuit of Kingdom Out-
comes” that not only speaks directly to our trusting God 

for provision and abundance, but also 
challenges us to lead in this way.

“This is perhaps the most important 
area of self-examination and honest re-
flection in the life of a leader and the 
organizations and ministries they serve.  
If our thoughts are ever dominated by 

money fears and our meetings have shifted from always 
talking about mission to always talking about money, it is 
likely that we have shifted away from serving God to serv-
ing mammon. Jesus wants us to live differently. We get to 
exhort God’s people to put to work the resources He has 
provided, sacrificially, like Barnabas, while trusting Him to 
provide.”

Bobby Thomas is the president of the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation.

B oys love to chunk rocks. 
They compete to see how 

far they can throw them, skip 
them and if they can hit a target. 
I’m in the mix with them; only 
now if I throw too many, my arm 
gets really sore.  

I have a rock on the bookshelf 
in my office from a service several 
years ago at our church where we 
were encouraged to write down a 
step of faith where God was lead-
ing. 

I wrote on my rock with a 
sharpie, “Pray, encourage, equip, 
challenge families to build faith 
@ home.” It’s a reminder of 
how God has led me in my life 
journey. Multiple times I’ve chal-
lenged parents to make a similar 
kind of commitment.

In Joshua 4, the Israelites 
crossed the Jordan River, and 
Joshua chose 12 men to each re-
trieve a stone from the river and 
stack them up as a memorial to 
what God had done. 

The intention was for future 
generations to ask, “What do 
these stones mean?” That was the 
cue for parents and grandparents 
to share the story of how God 
had worked in their past by en-
abling them to cross the Jordan 
on dry land while it was at flood 
stage as they entered the Prom-
ised Land. 

This wasn’t just a story for their 
household, but it was a story to 
tell others about God’s amazing 
works so that all people might 
know Him.

Here’s an idea for your family 
as you gather for the holidays. 
Gather enough stones for every-
one. Read the passage in Joshua 
4, and then share stories of how 
you saw God work in your life 
and family this past year. Encour-
age each person to write some-
thing on a stone related to that 
story – a word, verse, etc. Take the 
stones and place them in a bowl 
and display them in your house. 
When a guest in your home sees 
the stones and inquires, “What 
do these stones mean?” it is an 
open door to share stories of how 
God has worked in your family.  

Caution: If you have boys, 
sternly warn them – rocks are not 
to be thrown in the house.   

 Ben Phillips serves on the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
evangelism and church health team. 
Visit the team’s website at absc.org/
teams/evangelism-church-health 

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

Rock stories

Kingdom 
Foundation
Bobby Thomas

President’s 
Perspective
Archie Mason

Support the ABN!
A fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been 
established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation.  Consider 
helping the o�  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention for years to come by including the ABN in 
your will or by making a contribution to the ABN. Contact 
the Foundation at 501-376-0732 for more information.
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‘I am a follower of Christ and I will not back down’
I AM TIRED of being a 
“Christian.” 

I reached my breaking point 
yesterday when I saw all of the 
press surrounding the pope 
and all of the posts telling 
people that we “Christians” 
should act more like the pope. 
I am not called to act like the 
pope or other Christians. I 
am a follower of Christ. He is 
my Lord and Savior. I 
put my hope, faith and 
trust in Him alone,  
and it is Him whom I 
am called to emulate. 
As a follower of Christ, 
I am to be like Christ. 
I am to think with the 
mind of Christ and to 
love others. Being Christ-like 
is not synonymous with being 
a doormat, nor is being meek 
synonymous with weakness.

I think too many have fallen 
prey to the lie that our culture 
depicts of a weak Jesus. Jesus 
was not a scrawny weakling 
who always walked around 
with a lamb in His arms and a 
tear in His eye. 

My Jesus was physically 
strong. He was a carpenter. 
He likely had rough, calloused 
hands and strong, capable 
arms and back. He was strong 
enough to carry a cross, esti-
mated to weigh 300 pounds, 
up a winding path, while weak 
from being brutally tortured 
and beaten. 

My Jesus had a strong per-
sonality. For some, it attracted 

them to Him, while it enraged 
others. The self-righteous and 
government officials consid-
ered Him a threat. He did not 
bring a message of fluff and 
rainbows, telling the people 
that we should all just “get 
along.” He came to speak 
Truth and offer hope and love. 
He loved all, because God is 
love, but was not afraid to 

speak out against sin. 
He was not tolerant of 
evil and wrongdoing 
and did not allow the 
fear of offending oth-
ers stop Him from de-
livering His message. 

My Jesus is mighty 
in power, but while 

here, He kept that power 
under control – this is what 
meekness looks like. He was 
friends with the whores, half-
breeds, tax collectors, poor 
and other less reputable peo-
ple, preferring their company 
to those with status and power, 
by the world’s standards. He 
loved. He laughed. He healed 
the hurting. He cared for the 
least. He cried. He felt. He 
hungered. He thirsted. He was 
tempted. He was angered. He 
was real. And I believe that if 
Jesus Christ came to this fallen 
Earth today, He would be told 
He was not very “Christian.”

So, the next time someone 
says to me, “That was not 
very Christian.” My response 
will be as follows: “I am not a 
‘Christian’ by the standards of 

Letters to the Editor
Why sing the ‘old songs’?

A church member handed 
me a worn copy of a pocket 
hymnal titled “The Soldier’s 
Hymn Book” given to Is-
rael Hunnicutt on March 18, 
1871.

As I thumbed through the 
enclosed selections, I realized 
how many of the text were fa-
miliar to me 144 years later. I 
thought of the contemporary 
songs that we are singing and 
realized that most of those 
that I learned 15 or even 5 
years ago are not even being 
sung today. 

When it comes to valuable 
lessons of the faith, it is im-
perative that it is enduring. 
Yes, we should not hesitate to 
embrace new expressions of 
our faith, but we are derelict 
in our duty as worship leaders 
to not build upon a strong 

and lasting foundation.
“Am I a soldier of the cross, 

A foll’wer of the Lamb? And 
shall I fear to own His cause, 
Or blush to speak His name?” 
(Isaac Watts, 1674-1748).

Glen Ennes
Republic, Mo.

Keep the ABN in print!

I have read the Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazine (now 
called the Arkansas Baptist 
News) all my life, starting long 
before the name changed. It 
is indeed sad that Georgia 
Baptists have given up their 
printed news.

I am computer literate, own 
an iPhone, laptop, Kindle, 
etc., but I look forward to 
seeing the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine arrive in my 
mailbox. I read every page (at 
least some of every page). I 

am a member of Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
but I began as a young girl in 
Prescott.

Thank you so much for 
your continued faithfulness.

June Hines Moore
Little Rock

Missionaries attacked

This year International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) President 
David Platt for financial rea-
sons called for a reduction in 
our missionary force of 600 
to 800 personnel. Earlier this 
year Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary Presi-
dent Paige Patterson called for 
a different type of reduction.  
Patterson stated the follow-
ing in calling for firing 750 
missionaries and declaring a 
battle with the IMB. 

Patterson said, “Unfor-

tunately we got about 750 
missionaries that need to be 
brought home. Either they are 
in this movement (the church 
planting movement) or else 
they’re singing ‘Standing on 
the Promises’ while they’re 
only ‘sitting on the premises.’ 
And in either event, they 
need to be brought home. 
And so we are fighting an-
other grand battle, this one 
more subtle than the other 
one actually.”

Patterson made these charg-
es shortly after the retirement 
of Tom Elliff as president of 
the IMB. If Patterson’s charg-
es are true, former Arkansan 
and Ouachita graduate Tom 
Elliff supervised, supported 
and took part in theologically 
questionable missiological 
practices along with our mis-
sionaries.

I do not believe Patterson’s 

accusations are true about our 
missionaries or Tom Elliff. 
This is just the continuation 
of years of attacks on our mis-
sionaries by Patterson and his 
political organization.

I am glad Ronnie Floyd 
has called for revival in the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC). But no matter 
how many meetings Floyd 
organizes to pray for revival, 
I do not believe the SBC will 
experience revival or take part 
in a spiritual awakening until 
Floyd and other conserva-
tive resurgence leaders get on 
their knees before our conven-
tion and ask God for forgive-
ness for the years of slander 
against our missionaries and 
other theologically conserva-
tive Southern Baptists by lead-
ers of the SBC.

Ron West
Little Rock

Riddle

this world. I am a follower of 
the One True Jesus Christ.

“While I am here on Earth, 
I will seek out the hurting and 
the outcasts of this world and 
extend the love, grace and 
hope of Jesus to them. I will 
not be consumed with those 
who have ‘social status’ and 
accept their words and values 
as the authority on what it 
means to be ‘Christian,’ but 
will stand by the beliefs that I 
hold to be true, based on the 
infallible Word of God. 

“I will love everyone, from 

every walk of life, but will 
hate the sin. I will not let fear 
of offending others deter me 
from speaking out against sin 
– even when it is not popular. 
I will defend the powerless 
and those who have no voice 
of their own. I will exhibit 
meekness. I will pray for the 
leadership of our land and of 
our churches. 

“I will encourage my broth-
ers and sisters in Christ and 
pray for those being persecut-
ed for those beliefs. I will share 
the good news without shame 

or fear of being ostracized or 
criticized. I will pray every day 
that I have the mind of Christ 
and am an embodiment 
of His love to others. I am  
not perfect. I am not a ‘Chris-
tian.’

“I am a follower of Christ 
and I will not back down.”

Holly Riddle is wife of Nick 
Riddle, worship pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Hooks, Texas. 
Nick Riddle is the son of Butch 
and Glenda Riddle. Butch Riddle  
is pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Ashdown.
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I tell these people to go out 
there and suffer for Christ’s 
sake?” 

“God just grabbed me by 
the collar, and He said, ‘You’re 
not asking them; I am.’” War-
rior said.

People of grief
Warrior and his family – 

wife, Ann*, and four children, 
two of whom are now adults 
– first arrived in this Central 
Asian country in 1997. The 
former Soviet republic was suf-
fering, broken and poor after 
the end of a five-year civil war. 

Though the Soviets tried to 
stamp out religion, the coun-
try did not lose its strong Mus-
lim identity. But many of these 
Central Asians feel hopeless 
and overlooked by the world. 

“There’s a poem that says, 
‘Oh people of grief, tears in 
their eyes like orphans, anger 
on their lips like captives. In 
a forgotten land they wept 
alone,’” Warrior said, fighting 
back tears. “So for us to be able 
to show up here now, in this 
point in history, and begin to 
tell them that God loves them 
– this is water on dry ground.”

Despite people’s thirst for 
truth and love, Christians 
are persecuted, not neces-
sarily from the communist 
government – Warrior esti-
mates about 30 government-
registered churches and 1,000 
believers in the country – but 
from society. Leaving Islam 
brings great shame on a per-
son’s family. 

“Persecution comes every 
time the gospel is proclaimed 
here, but if we’re able to do 
it in the context of families 
and in communities, we can 

continued from page one
LMCO minimize the effects of that 

persecution so that people can 
stand together for the cause of 
Christ and not be chased out,” 
Warrior said. 

Before moving to Central 
Asia, Warrior was pastor of 
First Southern Baptist Church 
of Grandview, W. Va. The 
Warriors were the first family 
to be commissioned and sent 
out by the West Virginia Con-
vention of Southern Baptists 
and the Mountain State Asso-
ciation. 

They are now part of Park 
Hill Baptist Church of North 
Little Rock. 

As a pastor with a music 
degree and a Master of Divin-
ity from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, War-
rior wasn’t planning on focus-
ing on human needs work. 
But after seeing that even nu-
merous aid agencies couldn’t 
respond to the great number 
of disasters and people suffer-
ing in Central Asia, Warrior 
started a disaster response 
team of Christian workers and 
national believers in 1998. 

During their first disaster 
response, he discovered being 
there for people on the day of 
disaster “gave us real access to 
share the gospel.” The next 
year in that village, Warrior’s 
team planted their first church 
and baptized 13 people. 

To help share the gospel in 
a widespread way, Warrior’s 
team dubs gospel movies into 
local languages and gives them 
to people they encounter. 
Through Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering funds, Warrior’s 
team has dubbed 12 films – in-
cluding “The Gospel of John,” 
“Esther” and “Courageous” – 
and created worship songs in 
the local language. 

“This is the gospel pre-
sented in the local language 
in a way that I can’t speak  

A completed well produces clean water that is available to this Central Asian village. Christian aid worker Gary Warrior’s* team 
can encourage local Christians who face persecution during the time they dig the wells.  Warrior (below left) leads praise songs 
and teaches a Bible study in a national’s home at night. *Name changed.

it,” Warrior said. “It’s visually 
powerful.” 

Well digging
After Warrior’s team re-

sponded to disasters for 10 
years, the country’s govern-
ment also became better able 
to respond, which left him 
wondering, “What next?” 

During one of their last 
disaster responses, the na-
tional team visited a Christian 
friend, Murod*. He craved 
Christian fellowship since 
he had not seen another be-
liever for 2.5 years. The team  
wanted to help him somehow, 
and they discovered the vil-
lage desperately needed clean 
water. 

People were constantly sick 
with diseases like typhoid, 
hepatitis A and giardia because 
of drinking dirty water from 
polluted irrigation canals and 

streams – the only sources of 
water to which many have ac-
cess. 

One villager told Warrior 
that his wife was discouraged 
– she had given birth to three 
babies in the past three years, 
and each one had died. 

“If we can get them clean 
drinking water, we can change 
everything for them,” Warrior 
said.

With the help and train-
ing of a relief organization, 
Warrior’s disaster relief team 
transitioned to digging wells in 
2009. It has been satisfying to 
“have the opportunity to make 
the connection between clean 
drinking water and the Water 
of Life,” he said.  

Putting a well in Murod’s 
village was difficult – they had 
to dig 30 holes to find water – 
but today, there are nine wells. 
All that time spent digging 
provided many witnessing op-
portunities in the village. 

Now, a small church meets 
at Murod’s house. Warrior’s 
team is encouraged by the 
continual strength and joy of 
Murod and his wife, Muhab-
bat*, despite the persecution 
and ridicule they receive from 
their village. 

Giving, support
Warrior is thankful for the 

U.S. churches – like Park Hill 
Baptist; First Baptist Church 
of West Monroe, La.; Grand 
Avenue Baptist Church of Fort 
Smith and Morrison Heights 
Baptist Church in Clinton, 
Miss. – that partner with him 
and his team to provide sup-

port and send volunteer teams. 
“There are people who are 

followers of Jesus today who 
wouldn’t have been without 
those volunteers coming,” he 
said.

Warrior is also grateful 
the faithful givers to the Lot-
tie Moon Christmas Offering 
and Cooperative Program have 
“stuck with him” during his 17 
years overseas. Although War-
rior’s team has made about 
2,000 gospel presentations 
every year for the past three 
years, it takes a long time for 
someone to become a Chris-
tian. 

But these are exciting times, 
he says: “I’m seeing people 
who are coming to faith in 
Christ – not every day, but it’s 
happening.” 

Warrior and his team have 
planted five house churches 
that still meet today. In the 
past two years, they distrib-
uted more than 6,000 gospel 
DVDs. Last year, with the assis-
tance of the Lottie Moon offer-
ing and Cooperative Program 
funding, the well-digging team 
installed 19 wells and provided 
clean drinking water for about 
10,000 people. 

“God has done that because 
we’ve been faithful, and the 
peoples in the pews back in 
America have been faithful to 
keep giving and to keep send-
ing, … and the result is there’s 
a church here, and there 
wasn’t when I came,” Warrior 
said. 

*Names changed. Laura Field-
ing is a writer for the Internation-
al Mission Board. 
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‘Life-change’ focal point of Camp Paron ministry

Camp Paron serves as the location for Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro’s marriage retreat three times a year.

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News 

PARON – Where can you find 
a youth group, a senior adult 
group, a church staff and a 
family reunion all in the same 
place? All these and more 
can be found at various times 
throughout the year at Camp 
Paron, a ministry of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention. 

For Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, the camp and con-
ference center has been the 
site of many life-altering trans-
formations.

Three times a year, the 
church brings couples to the 
campground for a weekend 
marriage retreat. 

Don Blackmore, executive 
pastor of family ministries 
and leadership development 
at Central Baptist, leads the 
retreat, along with his wife, 
Barbara, and Central Baptist 
members Randy and Leith 
Hoggard. Couples are led 
through the Art of Marriage 
curriculum during the course 
of the weekend.

Blackmore said more than 
one couple have come to the 
retreat separated only to find 
themselves back together again 
as a result of God working 
through the retreat. He noted 
that many healthy marriages 
are strengthened as well.

“The four of us … constant-
ly walk away amazed at what 
God does each and every time 
we offer one of these retreats. 
… Honestly, we would say of 
the ministries that we do, that 
one event that we offer prob-
ably has the greatest impact,” 
he said.

Blackmore said the Camp 
Paron facilities fit their needs 
perfectly, and it’s even worth 
the 2-plus hour drive from 
Jonesboro to Paron.

He also expressed appre-
ciation for John and Sherrie 
Hoogendoorn.

Due to the retirement of 
previous staff, John Hoogen-
doorn, from Granbury, Texas, 
became the new camp manag-
er in January. In February, his 
wife, Sherrie, was hired part- See PARON page 9

time to assist him in running 
the camp.

“Sherrie and John … are 
such sweet people,” Black-
more said. “They are truly ser-
vant spirits. They are extremely 
hospitable and accommodat-
ing. … Their true desire is to 
make the experience the best 
it can be for the couples at the 
retreat.”

He noted that “between the 
great facilities, the great ser-
vices of John and Sherrie and 
the great (Art of Marriage) cur-
riculum, it just makes for an 
awesome event.”  

Sherrie Hoogendoorn said 
they are “honored” to host the 
group.

“It is exciting for our staff 
to see so many couples inter-
ested in strengthening their 
marriages, then hearing how 
God is working in these lives,” 
she said.

The Central Baptist mar-
riage retreat is only one of 
many events held by churches 
and groups at Camp Paron.

The camp hosts events such 
as retreats, church camps and 
even volunteer groups who 
come to help spruce up the fa-
cilities, serve guests or lend a 
hand in other ways. 

Sherrie Hoogendoorn said 
Camp Paron’s attendance has 
increased in 2015 and that, as 
of August, attendance had al-
ready surpassed that of 2014, 
with a third of the year still 
left. She added that 2016 is 
booking up quickly.

She said she has heard from 
many people who have related 
“wonderful, life-changing sto-
ries about their time spent at 
Camp Paron.” She said these 
include salvation experiences, 
calls to ministry, restored rela-
tionships and even the resto-
ration of a teenager who was 
contemplating suicide.

“What a great heritage to 
pass on to the generations,” 
she noted. “However, we have 
also found that a large per-
centage of our church body 
are unaware that Camp Paron 
exists and are shocked when 

For extensive coverage of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Annual 

Meeting, related events and stories, visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/absc2015

For extensive coverage of the Arkansas Baptist 

CAMPS AND CONFERENCES
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continued from page 8
PARON

Bryan and Heather Daniels dedicate their marriage to the Lord during one of Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro’s marriage retreats at Camp Paron.

SILOAM SPRINGS – What 
makes a person radiant? 
Psalms 34:5 (NASB) suggests 
that those who look to Jesus 
for their worth are radiant – 
“They looked to Him and were 
radiant, and their faces will 
never be ashamed.” 

“I continually doubt my 
worthiness,” said Patience 
Beard, a senior at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas who also is 
a cheerleader for the Razor-
backs. “I forget who God says 
I am. I forget what God says 
about me. I hope this weekend 
we can allow God to speak to 
our hearts.” 

Beard was the keynote speak-
er at Radiant, Camp Siloam’s 
all-girls retreat. The event took 
place in Siloam Springs, Oct. 
16-18. The event was developed 
on the premise that young 
women need to hear from 
women without the distrac-
tions of boys, and they need 
to know that they are valuable 
and special. Beard summed 
up the retreat by stating to the 
campers, “You are valuable and 
worthy, even though you have 
nothing to give.”

The retreat opened with a 
concert featuring Nashville 
recording artist and worship 
leader Kerrie Roberts. 

“To me, being radiant is not 
just having a sunshiny disposi-
tion, but being real and honest 
about who you are in Christ 
and being consistent in that 

every day. That will make you 
shine the kind of light that is 
going to change lives around 
you,” said Roberts.

Linda Graham, Camp Si-
loam’s women’s ministries 
manager, shared why Radiant 
was so important to campers. 

“When you saw the girls 
together and the issues they 
were dealing with, you saw 
why this is important. There 
are things girls aren’t going to 
talk about their struggles in 
front of men. We were able 
to biblically address the issues 
that are uniquely female in our 
communities: broken families, 
beauty, redemption, worth and 
value to God,” she said.

Joey Staton, who came with 
Friendship Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, agreed that it’s im-
portant to have something spe-
cifically for girls. 

“Women understand the 
struggles of teenage girls be-
cause they’ve been there,” she 
said.

“I liked the breakout ses-
sions. The activities were 
tied to our relationship with 
Christ. They weren’t just activ-
ities,” said Maya Swartz, who 
attended with Eastside Baptist 
Church of Collinsville, Okla.

The camp showed the girls 
they were special by creating 
an atmosphere especially for 
Radiant. Thirty-nine women 
volunteers from northwest 
Arkansas churches and 26 stu-

dents from colleges around the 
region came together to deco-
rate, serve and lead campers, 
making the event very special.

“I know a lot of this may seem 
frivolous, but for many girls, 
this is the first time they have 
felt special in a ‘not dirty’ way,” 
said Kristie Smith a counselor 
who attended with Winthrop 
Baptist Church, Winthrop. 
“We need to do more of this 
(events for specifically women). 
This is so important because so 
many girls have crossed the line. 
Our generation of girls 14-16 
have crossed the line of purity, 
and they do not feel that they 
can be restored.” 

“Joel 2:25 speaks of God’s 
promise to restore that purity,” 
Smith continued, “It says, 
‘And I will restore to you the 
years that the swarming locust 
has eaten.’ I want girls to un-
derstand that they don’t need 
to find their worth in a man. 
They need to understand it is 
God who declares your worth.”

One-hundred-and-thirty-five 
girls attended Radiant from 22 
churches. Due to the success of 
Radiant, Camp Siloam is plan-
ning a retreat for junior high 
and senior high boys called 
“Advance” March 4-6. The 
event will feature Brent El-
dridge and worship band Car-
rollton. Visit campsiloam.com 
for more information about 
Advance, summer camp and 
other retreats.

Camp Siloam helps girls feel ‘Radiant’

they come to the campus. The 
beauty of the campus and 
the presence of the Lord are 
among the most prevalent in 
comments heard.”

She said it is the goal of 
Camp Paron to serve all guests 
“in a manner that allows focus 
on their ministry goal.”

“The camp is there to serve 
them and support their minis-
try. The staff is there to serve 
them and their ministry as 
well,” John Hoogendoorn said. 
“If there’s something we can 
do for them, we’ll sure try.”

Sherrie Hoogendoorn 
added, “We strive to take care 
of the day-to-day needs in ac-
commodations, facilities, rec-
reation and meals while you 
focus on what God has in 
store and relax in our beauti-
ful wooded surroundings.”

Girls play outdoor games as part of Camp Siloam’s Radiant girls retreat Oct. 16-18. 
University of Arkansas cheerleader Patience Beard was the retreat’s keynote speaker.

CAMPS AND CONFERENCES
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the need many returning mis-
sionaries will have for housing 
and jobs. Michael Spradlin, 
the seminary’s president, im-
mediately proposed that semi-
nary apartments be offered to 
help with the need. The semi-
nary faculty and administra-
tion enthusiastically embraced 
the idea. Spradlin then relayed 
Mid-America’s offer to provide 
missionary housing to Clyde 
Meador, who leads the IMB 
transition team.

Mid-America has been an 
influential training ground for 
Southern Baptist pastors, mis-

sionaries and convention staff 
since its founding in 1971. The 
seminary, which operates with-
out Cooperative Program (CP) 
funding but which promotes 
and supports the CP channel 
of missions and ministry, is lo-
cated in Cordova, Tenn.

“Our proposal would be to 
provide housing in our Mid-
America Student Housing 
Apartments for personnel re-
turning stateside,” Spradlin 
noted to Meadow in a Septem-
ber communiqué. 

“We would provide a one, 
two, or three bedroom apart-
ment for a period of one year 
from the date of move in. Util-
ities would also be provided at 
no cost to the missionary. The 
missionaries would be chosen 

by the IMB and we would then 
move them into our Student 
Housing complex. Our apart-
ments are commercial grade 
and are all less than nine years 
old.”

Platt announced on Aug. 
27 that a reduction of 600-
800 IMB staff and field per-
sonnel is necessary to reach a 
balanced budget. The mission 
board projects a $21 million 
shortfall this year, adding to 
several consecutive years of 
shortfalls totaling $210 mil-
lion. Details of a voluntary 
retirement incentive were an-
nounced in September for 
eligible IMB staff and active 
career missionaries age 50 and 
older with five or more years 
of service.

continued from page one
HOUSING

Ingle

Evangelist Rick Ingle dies at age 85
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. – 
Rick Ingle, 85, evangelist and 
director of Pioneer 
Missions who led 
many revivals in Ar-
kansas over the years, 
died Oct. 13 at Uni-
versity Hospital in Al-
buquerque, N.M.

Born Charles Rich-
ard Ingle on Feb. 27, 
1930, in Coeburn, 
Va., he was married to 
Betty Lou Bywater on June 8, 
1952, in Alice, Texas. 

Ingle was a longtime South-

ern Baptist preacher and pas-
tor. According to cotbe.org, 

Ingle pastored both 
large and small church-
es for 10 years before 
becoming an evange-
list.

As an evangelist, 
Ingle performed more 
than 1,500 revival cam-
paigns throughout the 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention. Through his 

work with Pioneer Missions, 
Ingle was able to pay his own 
expenses and decline special 

offerings at many of his speak-
ing engagements and revivals.

Ingle is survived by his 
wife, Betty L. Ingle, of Den-
ton, Texas; daughters, Debbie 
Ingle and Rebecca L. Moore,  
of Sanger, Texas; sons, Bruce 
Ingle and Steve Ingle, of Den-
ton, and numerous grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren.

A memorial service for 
Ingle was held Oct. 21 at First 
Baptist Church, Denton. First 
Baptist Pastor Jeff Williams of-
ficiated the service.

ABN Christmas card contest
LITTLE ROCK – Only a 
few days remain before the 
Nov. 9 deadline for entries 
to the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) Christmas card de-
sign contest. The design 
should depict a religious 
Christmas scene and be an 
original artistic design and 
not a photograph. 

The winning design will 
be published in an upcom-
ing edition of the ABN and 
will be used as the newspa-
per’s official 2015 Christ-
mas card, which is mailed 
to Southern Baptist entities 
and colleagues.

All entries will be judged 
by the ABN staff. The per-

son with the winning entry 
will receive a $100 gift cer-
tificate.

Entries must be submit-
ted electronically in high 
quality and should be 
emailed to jessica@arkan-
sasbaptist.org. If the art is 
too large for email, it may 
be submitted via mail on 
digital media, such as a CD-
ROM, to ABN Christmas 
Card Contest, 10 Reming-
ton Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204. Submissions become 
the property of the ABN and 
will not be returned.

For more information 
and rules, visit arkansasbap-
tist.org/cardcontest15.
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fewer baptisms, a decrease of 
1.63 percent to 305,301. Re-
ported baptisms have fallen 
eight of the last 10 years, with 
last year’s being the lowest 
total since 1947. 

Total and undesignated 
church receipts according to 
ACP data also declined in 
2014, 0.49 percent and 0.24 
percent respectively.

Total missions expenditures 
decreased 4.98 percent to $1.2 
billion, but the report shows 
three Baptist state conventions 
did not report this data – Cali-
fornia, Georgia and Oklaho-
ma.

Denominational giving
While Great Commission 

Giving, which reports total 
giving within the Southern 
Baptist Convention, increased 
in 2013, it decreased by 18 per-
cent in 2014 to $637 million. 
Alabama, Arkansas, Missouri 
and Oklahoma state conven-
tions did not ask churches for 
that data. 

Giving through Southern 
Baptists’ Cooperative Pro-
gram (CP) mission initiative is 
reported by the SBC Executive 
Committee, which facilitates 
the mission gifts to the SBC’s 
national and international 
missions and ministries, so it 
is not included in the ACP an-
nual report.

Gifts to causes on rise
CP gifts forwarded from 

state conventions to SBC 
causes in fiscal year 2014 were 
down 0.76 percent from the 
previous year. However, year-
to-date contributions for 2015 
are 2.09 percent ahead of the 
same period the previous year 
and 2.57 percent above the 
year-to-date budget projec-
tions.

Frank S. Page, president of 
the SBC Executive Commit-

tee, said he is saddened to hear 
the recent statistics but is not 
surprised. 

He noted Christians don’t 
share their faith like they used 
to do.

“The truth is, we have less 
people in our churches who 
are giving less money because 
we are winning less people to 
Christ, and we are not train-
ing them in the spiritual disci-
plines of our Lord,” Page said. 

“May God help us to be 
as serious about sharing our 
faith and discipleship as were 
the first century Christians,” 
he continued. “God forgive us, 
please, and draw us back to a 
place of passion for winning 
souls to You!”

Statistics for the national 
ACP are reported by indi-
vidual churches to their local 
association and/or state con-
vention. When all cooperat-
ing state conventions have 
reported, national totals are 
compiled and released. 

As noted earlier in this ar-
ticle, ABSC and LifeWay use 
different formulas and a dif-
ferent schedule to report each 
year’s total statistics. 

According to LifeWay’s 
“SBC Statistics By State Con-
vention” charts, all 2013 chart 
information was compiled as 
of May 21, 2014, and all 2014 
chart information was com-
piled as of June 8, 2015. In 
addition, it is noted that not 
all state conventions “use the 
designation of church-type 
mission to categorize congre-
gations which are not self-de-
termining, self-sustaining and 
self-propagating” and this in 
turn has impacted the num-
ber of churches and church-
type missions. Some totals are 
“impacted by incomplete data 
from some state conventions,” 
and therefore, “care should be 
exercised in comparing SBC 
totals to previous years.”

Data for this story – including 
Arkansas statistics – were com-
piled from information provided 
by LifeWay Christian Resources.  

continued from page one
GIVING Evangelism directory to be published

THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
News (ABN) will publish an 
evangelism directory in con-
junction with the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
2016 State Convention 

on Evangelism and Church 
Health set for Jan 25-26.

The directory will feature all 
types of ministries, including 
vocational evangelism minis-
tries and creative ministries.

For more information or 
to schedule an ad, email jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org or 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5154. 
The deadline for scheduling 
all ads is Nov. 30.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

First Baptist Church in Gallatin, Tenn., is 
prayerfully accepting resumes for senior 
pastor. Please send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 369, Gallatin, TN 37066.  

Sylamore Baptist Church is a small 
church renewing their search for a part-
time bi-vocational pastor. We are 
located just outside of Mountain View in 
a quiet and beautiful area. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, Syl-
amore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1596, Moun-
tain View, AR 72560.

Cherry Street Baptist Church of Clarks-
ville is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 
72830, Attn: Sylvia Ritchie. 479-705-2707. 

First Baptist Church of Lockesburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Selection Committee, 
FBC, P.O. Box 53, Lockesburg, AR 71846 or 
fbsecretary@outlook.com.   

First Baptist Church, Gillett, is seeking a 
bi-vocational or retired pastor. Send 

resumes to First Baptist Church, Attn. 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 117, 
Gillett, AR 72055. For more information, 
phone Tricia Hayes: 870-548-2547.  

Leonard Street Baptist Church is seek-
ing a part-time bi-vocational pas-
tor. Please mail resumes to Search Com-
mittee, Leonard Street Baptist Church, 625 
Leonard St., Hot Springs, AR 71913. (No 
phone calls please.)  

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Moun-
tain Pine is seeking a conservative full-
time pastor. Please send resume to Ce-
dar Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, 303 Gum Springs Road, 
Mountain Pine, AR 71956.  

Armorel Baptist Church is renewing 
search for full-time pastor. Please 
submit resumes, CDs or websites for re-
view.  Pastor Search Committee, linda@
Armorelbc.com.  

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., 

Suite 350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    
Reynolds Memorial Baptist Church, 

Little Rock, is a small church in search of 
a bi-vocational pastor. Mail inquiries 
to Reynolds Baptist Church, 7111 Fourche 
Dam Pike, Little Rock, AR 72206, Attn: Pas-
tor Search Committee. 

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Chatham Baptist Church is seeking a 
minister of students and recre-
ational outreach. Visit our website at 
chathambaptist.org for details. 

Danville FBC is seeking a full-time pas-
sionate worship leader. Send resume 
to P.O. Box 877, Danville, AR 72833 or fbc-
dan@arkwest.com.

First Baptist, Sherwood, is accepting 
resumes for a part-time preschool 
ministry director (26 hours per week).  
The director will coordinate programming 
for birth – kindergarten. Submit resumes 
to response@fbcsherwood.org. 

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 

AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org.  

First Baptist Church of Newport 
is looking for a full-time youth 
pastor. Please send resume to Pas-
tor Greg Dills at the following email: 
pray4raingwd@gmail.com.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
shbc.arcoxmail.com or to 279 Highway 221 
S., Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing 
adult and youth choirs, as well as the praise 
band. Send resume to timsparks@century-
tel.net.

MISCELLANEOUS

A/V Projection 7 Sound. All Audio-
Visual Services Inc. for your A/V gear or 

installations. 25th year anniversary. 479-
756-0888. www.allavservices.com.

Over 200 – 1991 Baptist hymnals 
available. Call Clay Doss, Cullendale First 
Baptist Church, Camden, if interested: 
870-231-5441. 

Send your pastor away! Special 
rates for “Double Honor Bible 
Land Training Tours” that will for-
ever enhance his preaching and passion 
for the Lord. www.pilgrimtours.com. 
800.322.0788. 

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

Place a classi� ed today!
 arkansasbaptist.org/submit-a-

classi� ed

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are
 celebrating birthdays in the month of November.

◆ Nov. 3: Rebecca Titus, OBU Box 3558, Arkadelphia, AR 
 71998-0001; Pakistan. 
◆ Nov. 12: Taylor Johnson, OBU Box 3110, Arkadelphia, AR 
 71998-0001; Czech Republic. 

On the move
Jessica Harris is serving on 

the staff of Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock, as 
children’s minister. 

Larry Toller is serving as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Gould. Toller has been in min-
istry for more than 40 years,  

RED OAK CELEBRATES 75TH – Red Oak Baptist Church, Marked Tree, celebrated 
its 75th anniversary Oct. 11. Former Pastor Larry Deaton brought the message, and 
Ethan Constant led worship. In addition, Glenn Bien, associational missionary for 
Trinity Baptist Association, presented Red Oak’s certificate for 75 years of service 
to W.D. and Sharon Gann (above). Several former pastors and friends joined in the 
celebration. The theme for the service was Let’s Celebrate What God has Done, is 
Doing, and What He’s Going to Do.  Mark Constant is pastor.

ABSC’s David Bond named runner-up Researcher of Year 
JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn. – 
David Bond, who currently 
serves as assistant team leader 
on the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention 
(ABSC) evangelism 
and church health 
team, was named 
runner-up Research-
er of the Year by the 
Southern Baptist 
Research Fellowship 
(SBRF) for his disser-
tation “An Analysis 
of Selected Church 
Health and Church Context 
Characteristics among Grow-

ing, Plateaued, and Declining 
Churches in the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention.”

Randy Stone, 
Donna Peavey and 
Jake Roudkovski con-
stituted Bond’s disser-
tation committee. 

“I am very grateful 
to have had the op-
portunity to partici-
pate in the program 
and work on this proj-
ect,” said Bond. “The 
purpose of our study 

was to equip us to serve Arkan-
sas Baptists with the best infor-

mation on the principles be-
hind how churches in our state 
are reaching the lost, making 
disciples and impacting their 
communities. This recognition 
gives affirmation that Arkansas 
churches can serve as a model 
for pursuing revitalization, re-
vival and spiritual awakening.” 

Bond’s focus areas at the 
ABSC are in church revital-
ization, adult Sunday school 
and small group ministries. 
He is a graduate of Ouachita 
Baptist University in Arka-
delphia; Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in 

Fort Worth, Texas, and New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. For more than 20 
years, he has served churches 
in Arkansas and Nashville, 
Tenn., as a minister of youth/
music, minister of education 
and pastor.  

The SBRF is an organiza-
tion that seeks to provide an 
informal forum for Southern 
Baptists with professional in-
terests in and/or assignments 
for religious research. Each 
year the organization recog-
nizes outstanding research 
by Southern Baptist students 

through the Researcher of 
the Year Award. The doctoral 
students were recognized as 
outstanding researchers by the 
SBRF at its annual meeting 
held at Carson-Newman Uni-
versity in Jefferson City, Tenn, 
Sept. 24-25.

Bond

serving in Texas, Oklahoma, 
Kentucky and Illinois. 

Harvey Hibner is serving 
on the staff of South Side Bap-
tist Church, Pine Bluff, as as-
sociate pastor of outreach and 
teaching.

Place a classi� ed today!

Submit your church news to 
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org
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FBC, MARKED TREE – First Baptist Church, Marked Tree, celebrated its 
106th anniversary and homecoming Sept. 27. James Strait, current pastor 
of Shepherd’s Heart Community Church, Jonesboro, and former pastor of 
First Baptist, gave the anniversary message. He served as First Baptist’s pas-
tor from 1982 to 1985. The church’s praise team provided the music for the 
morning service. The band from Trinity Baptist Church, Marked Tree, provided 
music in the afternoon. More than 100 members and guests enjoyed a pot-
luck meal in the fellowship hall.  A special gift, a marcasite and crystal cross 
necklace, was given to Dorothy Baker for 72 years of service to the church.  
Other members received a certificate of appreciation for 25 years of service or 
more. Guests and members were given a miniature jar of jelly as a keepsake. 

White River celebrates 175 years
MOUNTAIN HOME – Or-
ganized five years before the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) and eight years before 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), White 
River Baptist Association 
(WRBA) is one of the oldest 
associations in Arkansas. It cel-
ebrated its 175th anniversary 
Oct. 19 at the association’s an-
nual meeting held at First Bap-
tist Church, Mountain Home. 

Although the association 
was celebrating its 175th an-
niversary, the Oct. 19 meet-
ing was actually White River’s 
173rd annual meeting.

Maurice Hitt, current White 
River associational missionary, 
explained it appears that the 
association did not hold an 
annual meeting for two years 
during the Civil War.

The theme of this year’s 
annual meeting was Facing 
the Future. Jerry Backus, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Bull Shoals, and the longest 
tenured pastor in the associa-
tion currently, gave the annual 
message. Gary Fulton, from 
Love Beyond Borders, AR, 
was guest speaker. Both speak-
ers addressed the future and 
how to face it – by faith and 
obedience. Ed Powers shared 
a testimony of his tenure as 

associational missionary from 
1982 to 1998; Hitt included 
in his report a challenge to the 
messengers to “live by faith 
in a world of unbelief.”  The 
reports from the association’s 
team emphasized their efforts 
and plans to face the future 
through ministry.  

“I see the years ahead as the 
best yet if we maintain 
the vision God has 
given us,” Hitt told the 
Arkansas Baptist News. 
“I’m very optimistic 
about the future of the 
association.”

“I believe in the mis-
sion of White River 
Baptist Association: ‘to 
Engage Churches to 
Reach All People in a Chang-
ing World with the Unchang-
ing Gospel of Christ,’” Hitt 
wrote in a letter announcing 
his retirement from the asso-
ciation effective July 1.

This year’s annual meet-
ing took place a month after 
White River association made 
a concerted prayer effort to-
ward spiritual awakening. An 
associationwide revival was 
held Sept. 20-23 at Twin Lakes 
Baptist Church, Mountain 
Home, with a variety of church-
es leading worship each night. 
Messages were brought by Ar-

chie Mason, pastor of Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
and president of the ABSC; 
Ken Gore, chairman of the de-
partment of Christian studies 
at Williams Baptist College; 
Manley Beasley Jr., pastor of 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, and J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, executive director 

of the ABSC. War-
ren Gasaway, of the 
ABSC evangelism and 
church health team, 
and Elliott Andrews, 
associate music min-
ister at Trinity Baptist 
Church, Texarkana, 
led a special Wednes-
day evening youth ser-
vice with more than 

270 youth attending. 
Hitt said the idea for the 

effort, titled “Awakening: It’s 
Time,” first surfaced with the 
association’s history commit-
tee working on updating the 
history. In doing so, the associ-
ation discovered associational 
revivals in past decades.  

“As a possible revival was dis-
cussed, the consensus was this: 
‘It’s time!’” said Hitt. “Essential-
ly, the associational revival was 
a major component of WRBA’s 
175th anniversary celebration.  
But it also was a major state-
ment of how to face the future.”

North Pulaski announces new vision

Holy Land tour set for March
WHAT WOULD IT be like to 
walk where Jesus walked? To 
cruise across the Sea of Gali-
lee? To worship at the Garden 
Tomb?

These and many other expe-
riences are part of the 10-day 
Holy Land tour, set to take 
place March 7-16. A three-day 
extension to Egypt is available.

The tour is being hosted 
by the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) and Royce Sweatman, 
interim pastor at First Baptist 
Church, Green Forest, in con-

junction with Friends Tours & 
Travel. Sweatman will serve as 
group leader. 

“It is our desires to provide 
an affordable way for Arkan-
sas Baptists to strengthen their 
walk with the Lord as they ex-
perience the Holy Land first-
hand,” said Tim Yarbrough, 
ABN editor/executive direc-
tor.

For more information, visit 
travelwithfriends.com/tour/
holy-land-tour and click on the 
March 7 date on the right.

SHERWOOD – North Pu-
laski Baptist Association an-
nounced its new missions 
statement, core values and ob-
jectives, as well as activities for 
2016, during its annual meet-
ing, which took place at Syl-
van Hills First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, on Oct. 19. 

The new missions state-
ment, values, objectives and 
activities focus greatly on 
partnership and cooperation, 
prayer, missions and ministry.

“Every church in our asso-
ciation has a spiritual DNA 
that God gave to that church,” 
said Marty Watson, pastor of 
Baring Cross Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, during the annual 
meeting. 

He noted that he thinks 
God placed each church and 
its unique spiritual DNA “in 
this place” to partner with 
other churches “so that the 
Body of Christ that exists in 
the form of our various church-
es is unleashed in our context 

to do ministry in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Dennis Wilkins, interim 
director of missions at the as-
sociation, explained the new 
missions statement, values, 
objectives and activities came 
out of a series of meetings with 
churches as associational lead-
ership sought out how they 
could best help churches be ef-
fective in ministry.

Read more online at arkan-
sasbaptist.org/northpulaskip-
lan.

Hitt
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“Half of Americans who use 
their mobile device during 
worship services find their 
phones are an easy way 
to look up Scriptures and 
songs.”
– christianitytoday.com

Tech BytesChurchTech “Look, I am about to do 
something new; even now it is 

coming. Do you not see it?”
 Isaiah 43:19 (HCSB)

Former Ark. Baptist shares gospel through tech
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

IN SOME WAYS, E-Tech Mis-
sions – a nonprofit ministry 
that provides audio Bibles to 
unengaged, unreached people 
groups – began with the death 
of a friend.

Jon Moody, former Arkan-
sas Baptist and president and 
founder of E-Tech Missions, 
was serving with the Interna-
tional Mission Board (IMB) in 
Africa when he befriended a 
woman named Baraka. Moody 
knew in order to understand 
the gospel, Baraka needed to 
hear it in her own language. 
So Moody made plans to bring 
back an audio version of the 
Bible in Baraka’s language 
when he returned from fur-
lough in the United States. 
But just few days after he left 
for the U.S., Baraka died. 

Her death spurred Moody 
to make sure others like Bara-
ka could hear the gospel in 
their own languages before it 

was too late. Thus, he returned 
to the U.S. in 2012 and began 
E-Tech Missions.

“Our priority is to place 
audio Bibles in the hands of 
people who live in oral cultures 
and have little access to God’s 
Word in their own language,” 
Moody said. “In oral cultures, 
the Bible is a Book full of con-
fusing marks and symbols to 
someone who cannot read. 
This is why it’s essential to give 
them Scriptures in audio for-
mat – so they can listen – and 
in their ‘heart language’ – so 
they can understand.”

Moody explained that E-
Tech Missions is mainly a pur-
chasing and distribution min-
istry and works in connection 
to missionaries and nationals 
who already have church plant-
ing strategies in place. While 
they don’t have a formal part-
nership with the IMB, IMB 
missionaries have served as key 
contacts in certain locations.

“As a missionary on the 
field, I sensed the need for a 
ministry that could come and 
work in a partnership … where 
we can saturate a people group 
with the gospel in a language 
and form – audio – that they 
will understand,” he said, add-
ing that through E-Tech he 
hopes to “aid the long-term 
missionaries in their strate-
gies.”

“The impact is God’s Word 
entering an unreached area 
and the local workers remain 
for the follow-up. … God’s 
Word left in audio form for 
the people to listen to in pri-
vate will result in those who 
will seek out the local mis-
sionary or nationals,” he ex-
plained.   

Moody’s personal faith 

journey began at Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, Piggott, years 
before his time in Africa or 
the founding of E-Tech. It was 
through Emmanuel Baptist 
that he went to church camp 
as a 10-year-old boy. It was at 
Emmanuel that he married his 
wife, Teresa. It was also in the 
church that he and his wife 
were saved and called to mis-
sions. 

“It’s just neat how 
God used that church 
from the time I was 
10 years old,” Moody 
said.

Kevin Murray, pas-
tor of Emmanuel Baptist, 
noted what an encourage-
ment Moody and his wife 
have been to the church.

“They’ve just been an 
inspiration to our whole 
church – just how they’ve 
surrendered to missions,” 
he said, noting their level of 
commitment to go to the mis-
sion field and how neat it is 
that they were called out of 
Emmanuel Baptist. “Now … 
when we talk about missions, 
we aren’t just talking about it. 
We’re literally a part of it.”

Murray also likes what the 
Moodys have been doing state-
side with E-Tech Missions, 
which he called a “super way 
to share the gospel and get 
the gospel into other people’s 
hands.”

Moody served at Emmanuel 
Baptist in the role of disciple-
ship training before pastoring 
a church in Missouri and then 
serving as an IMB missionary 
in Africa, where he met Bara-
ka. After their time in Africa, 
he and his family returned to 
the U.S. so he could attend 
Midwestern Baptist Theologi-

cal Seminary and develop E-
Tech Missions. They currently 
live in Missouri.

Moody said E-Tech Mis-
sions works with partners in 
areas such as Africa, Iraq and 
India. 

He explained that the min-
istry provides the New Testa-
ment on micro SD cards for 
those who have cell phones. 
In addition, the ministry pro-

vides solar-powered 
audio Bibles. All 

of the 

material is provided in 
the heart language of 

the people group receiv-
ing it.

“We’re not offering grand 
schemes to solve the world’s 
problems, but instead, a prac-
tical idea that works,” Moody 
said.

He added that E-Tech Mis-
sions is primarily funded by 
donations. One-time dona-
tions help fund specific “proj-
ects” – specific locations in 
need of audio Bibles – while 
monthly donations help fund 
daily operations and travel ex-
penses.

When a certain project is 
funded, E-Tech Missions buys 
the technology, downloads 
the material in the appropri-
ate language and arranges for 
delivery of the requested ma-
terials. In addition, whenever 
possible, the “JESUS” film is 
shown in conjunction with 
the delivery.

For more information, email 
info@etechmissions.org.

ministry that could come and 
work in a partnership … where 
we can saturate a people group 
with the gospel in a language 
and form – audio – that they 
will understand,” he said, add-
ing that through E-Tech he 
hopes to “aid the long-term 
missionaries in their strate-
gies.”

entering an unreached area 
and the local workers remain 
for the follow-up. … God’s 
Word left in audio form for 
the people to listen to in pri-
vate will result in those who 
will seek out the local mis-
sionary or nationals,” he ex-
plained.   

WRITING for churchtech-
today.com, Tyler Smith, 
co-founder of ministry 
communications resource 
organization Text in 
Church, provides a list of 
what he believes are the 
five best tools for churches 
to use in following up with 
individuals who attend 
their services and events.

“We’ve learned there is 
NOT one perfect follow-
up tool,” Smith writes. 
“Email communication is 
great… for some people. 
A personal phone call is 
a great touch for others. 
Texting works 100% of the 
time… for some people. 
You get the point. There 
is no one size fits all ap-
proach when it comes to 
connecting with our first 
time guests.”

Smith argues that the 
five best ways for churches 
to follow-up with people 
are (1) “Call ‘em”, (2) 
“Email ‘em”, (3) “Text 
‘em”, (4) “Mug ‘em,” or 
send a coffee mug to their 
home within 72 hours of 
their visit, and (5) “Mail 
‘em.”

Smith writes that tech-
nology can be a valuable 
tool but that it can never 
replace physical “human 
interaction.”  

“Technology can be 
an effective way to reach 
people, but the Church 
cannot go fully digital at 
the expense of true rela-
tionships. Our God is re-
lational and Christianity 
cannot be practiced alone. 
We need each other,” 
writes Smith.

Article compiled from an 
article titled “Top 5 Most Ef-
fective Guest Follow-Up Tools 
of 2015” which was pub-
lished on churchtechtoday.
com. Graphic at left is from 
churchtechtoday.com.

5 best follow-up 
tools for churches
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Much of Hebrews 11 is devoted to 
Abraham and Sarah. Abraham’s life 
was a life of faith. God called him out 
of Haran to go to a land He would 
show him. A tent and an altar charac-
terized Abraham’s life. Abraham was al-
ways moving in the 
direction that God 
wanted him to go. 
And he always wor-
shipped God in the 
places he went. We 
should always be 
moving in the direc-
tion God wants us 
to go and be worshipping 
in all the places we go.

Abraham was righ-
teous, but he wasn’t per-
fect. When God told them 
that Sarah would have a 
child, they both laughed 
(Gen. 17:17; 18:12). Both 
were well past childbear-
ing age. However, Abra-
ham learned obedience, 
and he trusted God to 
keep His promises. There 
will be times in our lives when the 
plans and promises of God seem im-
possible. Perhaps we have gotten much 
older and age is against us. Or, in the 
context of our current life situation, 
the promise just doesn’t make sense. 
God will always fulfill His promise 
despite our doubts, fears and circum-

stances. 
Abraham and Sarah found this to 

be true. Genesis 21 tells how, when 
Abraham was 100 years of age, his 
wife, Sarah, gave birth to the child of 
promise, Isaac, whose name means 

“laughter.” 
Sarah said, 

“God has made 
me laugh, and ev-
eryone who hears 
will laugh with 
me” (Gen. 21:6). 

Whereas Sar-
ah’s laughter be-

fore was a form of doubt, 
now her laughter was an 
outward expression of 
joy. 

Isaac was the child of 
promise. Jesus would be 
a descendant of Isaac 
and would be the ulti-
mate Child of Promise 
who would bless all the 
nations of the world. All 
who would have faith 
would become the spiri-

tual seed of Abraham, fulfilling the 
Abrahamic Covenant that he would 
be the “father of many nations” (Gen. 
17:4). 

God is a promise keeper. We must 
keep moving in the direct He leads and 
continue to worship while we wait for 
God to fulfill His promise.

iel replied, “Let your gifts be for your-
self” (Dan. 5:17). Daniel shared that 
God gave the king’s grandfather a great 
kingdom. Whatever he wanted, it was 
given to him. He spoke of God hum-
bling Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 5:20). 

Daniel declared 
that Belshazzar 
did not humble 
his heart, even 
though he knew 
of this. Belshaz-
zar lifted himself 
against the Lord 
and drank from 

the temple vessels. Dan-
iel declared that God had 
numbered his kingdom, 
found it wanting and that 
it would be divided. That 
very night Belshazzar was 
slain, and his kingdom 
was given to another 
(Dan. 5:22-31). 

God decided to deal 
with Belshazzar’s sins 
in a direct and forceful 
way. He did not have the 

chance to turn from his sin. God is 
merciful and gracious, as well as just. 

“The wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 6:23). 

We have been given the opportu-
nity to seek forgiveness, and it is only 
a prayer away.

There is probably no scene in the 
Bible, other than Calvary, that is more 
poignant than the scene found in Gene-
sis 22:1-14. To sacrifice the child of prom-
ise was Abraham’s supreme test of faith. 
Focusing on the words of Genesis 22:2 
makes Abraham’s 
willingness even 
more poignant. 
The words “burnt 
offering” must have 
pierced his heart. 
In a burnt offering, 
the animal would 
be killed, its blood 
collected and then it would 
be completely skinned. 
The animal would be cut 
up and its parts arranged 
upon the altar. The entire 
animal would be burned as 
a sacrifice. 

The mental image 
alone could have induced 
paralyzing fear. Abraham 
was faithful, and he un-
derstood the implications 
of the sacrifice. But Abra-
ham knew something of the nature of 
God. He knew nothing was too diffi-
cult for God and the Lord always does 
right (Gen. 18:14, 25). 

This is why he told those with him, 
“Stay here with the donkey. The boy 
and I will go over there to worship; then 
we’ll come back to you” (Gen. 22:5). 

His words are filled with conviction. 
Hebrews 11:19 says Abraham believed 
God was able to resurrect Isaac from 
the dead. Abraham didn’t know how 
God was going to do it, but he knew he 
was coming back down the mountain 

with Isaac. 
Isaac noticed 

there was some-
thing wrong with 
this picture.

Isaac asked, 
“The fire and the 
wood are here, but 
where is the lamb 

for the burnt offering?” 
(Gen. 22:7). 

Abraham told him that 
the Lord would provide. 
Undoubtedly, this was suf-
ficient for Isaac. Abraham 
bound Isaac with rope and 
placed him on the wood. 
The Scriptures do not re-
cord any resistance nor 
any conversation between 
them. We see Abraham 
and Isaac demonstrating 

courageous faith. 
God provided a lamb, and Isaac was 

spared. Abraham demonstrated faith 
because he knew God was faithful. 
Christians have salvation and hope of 
eternity because God has been faithful 
to provide the perfect Lamb for our sub-
stitute. We should respond with faith.

King Darius, the Persian king, kept 
Daniel as governor in the new kingdom. 
Daniel distinguished himself above the 
other rulers, and they sought to find 
fault against him. They were unable 
so they agreed to lay a trap. The gov-
ernors and satraps 
appealed to Darius’ 
ego and need for 
the kingdom to be 
united and asked 
for a royal decree 
that whoever would 
petition any god or 
man, except the 
king, for 30 days would be 
cast into the den of lions. 
Darius signed the decree 
into law (Dan. 6:1-9).

In Daniel’s life, we find 
he acted faithfully to the 
Lord in his service to Bab-
ylonian kings. If a mem-
oir is written about your 
life, like the Book of Dan-
iel, will it speak of your 
faithfulness to the Lord, 
or would you rather just 
settle for a paragraph or two? 

When Daniel was confronted with 
this decree, he went to his home to 
pray. Did he hide? No, he opened his 
window toward Jerusalem for all to see 
(Dan. 6:10-11). 

Daniel was reported to the king. Dar-
ius was trouble because he did not fore-

see the ramifications of his decree. He 
worked till the sun set looking for a way 
to deliver Daniel. Unable to find a way, 
he commanded that Daniel be thrown 
into the lion’s den (Dan. 6:12-17). 

What traps have appealed to our 
vanity that caused 
trouble later in 
our faithfulness?

Darius rose early 
and ran to the den 
and cried out to 
see if Daniel’s God 
had delivered him 
(Dan. 6:19-20). 

Daniel answered, “My 
God sent His angel and 
shut the lions’ mouths” 
(Dan. 6:22). 

No injury was found 
on Daniel. The king com-
manded that the men 
who accused Daniel and 
their families be thrown 
in the den (Dan. 6:23-24). 

Daniel’s faithfulness 
drew King Darius to his 
God and moved him from 

casual faith to active faith. Daniel’s ac-
tive faith not only saved his life, but 
drew the king and his kingdom to the 
knowledge and power of the one true 
God. What is it in your faithfulness 
to God in everyday life or even in the 
midst of “lions” that causes others to 
seek our Lord and proclaim His power?

Kathryn Reams
Bald Knob
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I am the mother of five kids. It is not 
uncommon to walk into my house and 
find dolls, crayons, balls, you get the 
picture. You will also find unintended 
artwork on my walls. Belshazzar, Nebu-
chadnezzar’s grandson, saw “fingers of a 
man’s hand” write 
on the palace wall 
(Dan. 5:5). This 
writing was not of 
someone’s name or 
favorite animal, but 
of God’s judgment. 

Belshazzar or-
dered the gold and 
silver vessels, taken from 
the temple in Jerusalem, 
to be used for a great feast. 
After the king and his 
guests drank from the ves-
sels, they praised the gods 
of gold and silver. A hand 
then appeared and wrote 
on the wall (Dan. 5:1-5). 
The words written were: 
“Mene, Mene, Tekel, Up-
harsin” (Dan. 5:25). The 
king called on the wise men 
to read the writing, but they could not 
read or interpret it (Dan. 5:6-8). Belshaz-
zar remained troubled (Dan. 5:9). The 
queen suggested that he call Daniel to 
give the interpretation (Dan. 5:10-12). 

Daniel 5 goes on to tell how Belshaz-
zar ordered for Daniel to come inter-
pret and offered him many gifts. Dan-

Confront sin
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Act faithfully
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