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GAYLORD, Mich. – In northern Michigan, the 
winters are bitter cold and snow often covers the 
ground for months. But North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) missionary Allen Ballard doesn’t 
let that stop him from sharing Christ with his 
neighbors. He’s even come up with a creative way 
to reach others – by using a snow blower.

The former Arkansas Baptist pastor says blow-
ing snow off people’s driveways is an effective way 
to minister to the elderly and those who cannot 
pay for the task themselves. 

Ballard has served as pastor of a multi-campus 
church in northern Michigan since 2009. 

Pigeon River Baptist Church, which is located 
in Vanderbilt, Mich., is a traditional church that 
holds services on Sunday mornings while the 
Connection, a mission church, meets on Sunday 

afternoons in Gaylord.
Ballard’s funding comes from NAMB, the 

Baptist State Convention of Michigan (BSCM), 
Pine Baptist Association in Grayling, Mich., and 
private sources.

Ministry in North Michigan is different than 
in Arkansas. “A large church in North Michigan 
is one that has about 100 people in it,” said Bal-
lard.

People usually move to North Michigan to es-
cape the “hustle and bustle” of the larger cities or 
because they are “trying to get away” from life’s 
problems, he explained.

Because of the latter, those people are often 
receptive to the gospel message. “In the South, 
people often go to church because it’s the right 
thing to do,” said Ballard. “But in the North, 
people go to church because there’s something 

Ballard grows Michigan church

SEND: NORTH AMERICA

‘Snow blower’ for Christ

NAMB gets new direction,  ‘massive overhaul’
Joe Westbury
The Christian Index

ALPHARETTA, Ga. – SEND.
That’s the word that Kevin Ezell 

wants Southern Baptists to think 
of first when they think of the 
North American Mission Board 
(NAMB).

That singular word, with all its 
permutations when it comes to 
planting churches, is being rolled 
out to communicate the agency’s 
overarching purpose in reaching 
North America with the gospel. 

Ezell, who became president of the 
agency just five months ago, contin-
ued to flesh out the newly-energized 
agency at its Feb. 9 board meeting.

To be known as “SEND: NORTH 
AMERICA,” the national strat-
egy will tie all of NAMB’s efforts 
into starting churches throughout 
the 50 states, U.S. territories and 
Canada.

The meeting included approving 
a radical reshaping of the agency 
into five regional areas and the elec-
tion of two vice presidents – Larry 
Wynn, pastor of Hebron Baptist 

Church in Dacula, Ga., for evan-
gelism; and Aaron Coe, New York 
City pastor and church planter, for 
mobilization.

The five areas, each led by a field-
based vice president, will include 
the Northeast, currently vacant; 
Southern, vacant; Midwest to be led 
by Steve Davis, executive director 
for the State Convention of Bap-
tists in Indiana since 2003; West, 
vacant; and Canada, to be led by 
Toronto-based church planting mis-
sionary Jeff Christopherson.

Ezell also unveiled NAMB’s new 

organizational structure, which is 
divided into six categories.

•Evangelization, headed by 
Wynn, will include God’s Plan 
for Sharing (GPS), chaplaincy and 
Love Loud;

•Mobilization, headed by Coe, 
will include church mobilization 
and missionary mobilization;

•Equipping, currently vacant, 
will include church equipping, mis-
sionary equipping and leadership 
development;

See OVERHAUL page 3

RICHMOND, Va. – Thomas (Tom) 
D. Elliff, longtime Oklahoma pastor, 
Southern Baptist Convention lead-
er, former missionary and 
former Arkansas Baptist 
pastor and Ouachita Bap-
tist University graduate, is 
the unanimous recommen-
dation of a 15-member 
trustee search committee 
to be the next president of 
the International Mission 
Board (IMB). 

The nomination of El-
liff — who served as a missionary to 
Zimbabwe with his wife, Jeannie, in 
the early 1980s — will be presented 
to the full board of trustees for con-

sideration and a possible vote when 
they meet March 15-16 in Dallas. 

If elected, Elliff would succeed 
Jerry Rankin as leader of 
the mission board, which 
coordinates the work of 
more than 5,000 South-
ern Baptist missionaries 
worldwide. Rankin retired 
as IMB president July 31, 
2010, after 17 years at the 
helm. Veteran missionary 
and executive vice presi-
dent Clyde Meador cur-

rently serves as interim president.
IMB trustee chairman Jimmy 

Pritchard, who has led the presiden-
tial search committee throughout 

its selection process, announced the 
nomination Feb. 17. He said Elliff 
emerged as the committee’s clear 
and unanimous choice in January. 

Elliff, 67, a Texas native, was 
twice elected president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC), in 
1996 and 1997, and also served as 

president of the SBC Pastors’ Con-
ference in 1990. He has led several 
key churches in the denomination, 
including First Southern Baptist 
Church of Del City, Okla., where 
he was pastor for 20 years. 

Tom Elliff nominated as IMB president

See ELLIFF page 3
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BE SURE to check our new Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) page starting this month 
on Page 6. The new page is designed 
to keep pastors, other church lead-
ers and members better informed 

about convention events by featur-
ing upcoming events, ABSC news 
and other information. The Arkan-
sas Baptist News plans to publish 
the ABSC page the second issue 
every month.

ABSC page launches
Tom Elliff

Allen Ballard, front, with daughter, Chrissie; wife, 
Jean; and Rachael Olson, family friend.
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wrong in their life and they need to 
get it fixed.”

There’s a huge need for evange-
listic work in the area. Ballard said 
statistics indicate about 8 percent 
of the area’s population attend 
church.

Bobby Gilstrap, who serves as 
BSCM executive director, noted the 
need for planting churches in the 
pioneer area. 

“When you realize that there 
are more lost people in Michigan 
than 42 other states have in total 
population, you can easily see the 
need for starting new churches,” he 
said.  “Churches are rapidly losing 
ground in Michigan. There is no 
single county in Michigan where 
there have been more people reborn 
(faith in Christ) than were born in 
the hospitals. 

“We will never correct that prob-
lem if we aren’t aggressively starting 
new churches.”   

Gilstrap said the fact that Bal-
lard’s church is growing is a testa-
ment in itself. 

“We were able to see eight peo-
ple baptized within the last eight 
months,” Ballard said. “That’s just 
unheard of in this area.”

Ballard’s vision is to start four 
new churches in the area by 2015. 
Plans are already underway to begin 
a Bible study in a nearby town that 
may become a church.

To reach people, Ballard said the 
church has to be creative in ministry 
opportunities. The church provides 
a ministry, called SAFE (Setting 
Addicts Free Eternally), to people 
with addictions. The ministry helps 
people with all addictions because 
it addresses “man’s real problem – a 
sinful nature,” noted Ballard. 

This ministry has been especially 
needed because of the recent con-
struction of Indian casinos in the 
area. But Ballard is trusting God in 
this situation. 

“When God put us in this place, 

He already knew a casino would be 
there. And we will be there to help 
people, whether the casino is there 
or not,” he said.

Ballard’s wife, Jean, is developing 
a business plan to launch a resale 
shop in the community in hopes of 
providing funding for the church.

The Connection Church’s service 
is also broadcast online, providing 
a way to remain connected to the 
body for those who were active in 
the church but had to move.

“We do have a physical touch 
with the people who are connected 
through the Internet,” said Ballard, 
explaining that just a few weeks ago, 
a young man, who had been a part 
of the church but moved away for 
work, returned to the church to be 
baptized. This young man works 
at a facility for disabled adults and 
broadcasts the services live to all the 
residents on Sundays. 

“Allen is a passionate church 
planter who is seeking innovative 
ways to build relational bridges to 
lost persons around him,” said Gil-
strap. 

A native of Flint, Mich., Ballard 
relocated to Arkansas for work in 
the mid-80s when his father retired 
from General Motors. At age 26, he 
surrendered to ministry, first serving 
part time as a chaplain and youth 
pastor in Batesville. He served for 
six years on the staff of Gassville 
Baptist Church, Gassville, as a full-
time youth pastor. 

While there, he went on a short-
term mission trip to South Dakota 
and got his first taste of pioneer mis-
sions. “God broke my heart watch-
ing what the pastor there was going 
through to start a church,” he said. 

In the meantime, Ballard served 
first as pastor of First Southern 
Baptist Church, Bearden, and then 
Pearcy Baptist Church, Pearcy. 

Through it all, Ballard said God 
was at work, planting in his heart 
the desire to be a church planter.

THE ANNIE Armstrong Easter 
Offering (AAEO) supports mis-
sionaries in their efforts to reach 
an estimated 259 million people 
in North America (three out of 
four) who do not 
have a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus 
Christ.

The 2011 nation-
al goal is $70 mil-
lion. The Arkansas 
goal is $2 million.

All gifts to AAEO 
are used to support more than 
5,096 missionaries and their work 
because the Cooperative Program 
covers all administrative costs. 
About a third are career missionar-
ies, a third are short-term, funded 
missionaries and a third are Mis-
sion Service Corps missionaries. 
The offering provides 47 percent 
of the North American Mission 
Board’s (NAMB) budget.

Missionaries use AAEO funds 
to start new churches, evangelize 
students on college campuses, 

serve the physical and spiritual 
needs of people through evange-
lism ministries, serve in Baptist 
associations as associational mis-
sionaries or mission staff, provide 

training and ministry in 
interfaith witness evan-
gelism and minister in 
resort settings. 

Missionaries start 
churches in rural and 
urban settings and re-
flect the ethnic and 

cultural composition of 
their communities.

Church and community min-
istries such as pregnancy care 
centers, literacy missions, Baptist 
center ministries, weekday minis-
tries and immigration and hunger 
ministries result in thousands of 
professions of faith each year.

NAMB works in partnership 
with Baptist state conventions to 
coordinate national disaster relief 
efforts.

For more information, go to 
www.anniearmstrong.com.

In 2009, his desire became a re-
ality, when he, along with his wife 
and daughter, moved to northern 
Michigan. 

Ballard is thankful for the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for 
North American Missions, which 
helps support his ministry, noting, 
“Without giving through the Annie 
Armstrong Offering and state mis-
sions offerings, both in Arkansas 
and Michigan, we would not even 
be able to be a viable option” to re-
vitalize and plant churches in north-
ern Michigan.

Ballard is among the almost 
5,000 missionaries in the United 
States, Canada and their territories 
supported by the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North American 
Missions. The Week of Prayer for 
North American Missions is March 
6-13. This year’s theme is “Start 
Here.” See related story below.

To learn more about praying for 
and/or ministering with Ballard in 
northern Michigan, go to http://
www.theconnectionsbc.com.

Contact Lisa Watson at lisa@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering Facts

ANNIE ARMSTRONG continued from page one

Trennis Henderson
Ouachita Baptist University 

ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita Bap-
tist University, founded in 1886 
with 166 students, is celebrating 
125 years of liberal arts education 
in a Christ-centered learning com-
munity.

Established in Arkadelphia by 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion, Ouachita’s first classes were 
held Sept. 6, 1886. During the cen-
tury and a quarter since Ouachita’s 
founding, enrollment has grown to 
1,500 students from more than 30 
states and 40 nations.

Highlighting the theme, “Mak-
ing a Difference since 1886,” the 
Ouachita community is marking 
the historic milestone with a year-
long campus celebration.

President Rex M. Horne, Jr., ap-
pointed a 14-member anniversary 
steering committee last year to plan 
and coordinate the 125th anniver-
sary observance. Chaired by 
Ian Cosh, Ouachita vice 
president for commu-
nity and internation-
al engagement, the 
steering committee 
includes faculty, 
staff members and 
student leaders.

“ C e l e b r a t i o n 
and thanksgiving are 
two key words associ-
ated with Ouachita’s 
125th anniversary events 
throughout 2011,” Cosh said. 
“The occasion will provide a time 
to have some fun and to give thanks 
for the many blessings the Lord has 

showered upon us since 1886.”
Major events scheduled through-

out the year include the Pastors and 
Presidents Symposium April 4-5, 

the Founders Day Convo-
cation Sept. 6 and the 

125th Anniversary 
Community Cel-
ebration Oct. 19. 
Keynote speakers 
during the year 
include Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Beebe 
Aug. 30 and former 

Gov. Mike Hucka-
bee Sept. 20. 
Additionally, annual 

campus events, such as 
the Birkett Williams Lecture 

March 31, Tiger Serve Day April 2 
and Sept. 17 and Homecoming and 
Tiger Tunes Oct. 6-8, will feature 

connections to the 125th anniver-
sary celebration. The university’s 
annual Festival of Christmas extrav-
aganza Dec. 2-3 will feature a guest 
appearance by Point of Grace, a 
contemporary Christian vocal group 
with strong Ouachita roots.

As Ouachita celebrates 125 years 
of service, “I am often mindful of 
the leaders and students who have 
come before us,” President Horne 
said. “We often say we stand on the 
shoulders of those who came before 
us. I think more of walking along-
side the men and women whose in-
fluence is still felt.”

For more information about 
Ouachita’s 125th anniversary cel-
ebration, contact the university’s 
Office of Communications at 870-
245-5206, or visit www.Ouachita.
edu/125.

Ouachita launches 125th anniversary celebration
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• Ministry Controls, headed by 
Clark Logan, vice president of min-
istry controls, will include the Cen-
ter for Missional Research, Associa-
tional Strategies, World Changers 
and Disaster Relief;

• Communications, headed by 
Mike Ebert, vice president of com-
munications, will include conven-
tion relations/mission education, 
content development, marketing/
client services and creative services; 
and

• Missions Support, headed by 
Carlos Ferrer, vice president of mis-
sions support, will include church 
finance, financial services, informa-
tion services, human resources and 
donor development.

“This is a massive overhaul,” Ezell 
said. “We believe it’s going to be an 
historic overhaul.”

Trustees also previewed a map 
showing the first 25 of 50 metro-
politan areas where the agency will 
concentrate its ministry.

Since he joined the agency in 
September, Ezell, a former Kentucky 
pastor, has seen the agency’s staff 
reduced by a third – 99 employees 
– due to downsizing and early re-
tirement incentives accelerated by a 
lowering of GuideStone’s annuity 
funding levels. Ezell says the agency 
is more effective as it births a truly 
national church planting strategy 
and prepares to send even more 
funds to the field.

“NAMB doesn’t exist to employ 
people, it exists to reach people,” he 
stated, adding that the agency wants 
as many resources as possible to go 
to the field rather than to staffing 
overhead.

“So far this budget year, due to 
normal underspend and our staff 
reductions, we have been able to 
send $14 million to the field. Nine 
million was already in the budget 
and six million came from staff re-
ductions that ended in December,” 
he explained.

Ezell said he anticipates all new 
funding agreements between NAMB 
and the 42 state conventions will be 
completed by March. The phasing 
out of the Cooperative Agreements 
has gone much smoother than antic-
ipated, he added, and he said he was 
very optimistic about the new rela-
tionships with state conventions.

“Nearly 80 percent of NAMB’s 
money is invested in the unreached 
areas of North America, and only 20 
percent goes to the Southern states, 
but that does not mean that those 
states will be neglected in the new 
agreements,” he told trustees.

 
Temporary slump

Ezell noted that the agency’s mis-
sionary headcount continues to 
slump since the fall, possibly due to 
some state conventions waiting to 
see how funding from the Coopera-
tive Agreements impacts their bud-
gets.

The total has dropped 221 – from 
5,096 to 4,875 – also partially due 
to retirements and positions not 
being filled.

“What I do want you to be im-
pressed with is not the number 
of missionaries, but the quality of 
missionaries…not the number of 
church planters, but the quality of 
church planters,” he said.

“The reason the SBC asked us to 

He most recently served as IMB se-
nior vice president for spiritual nur-
ture and church relations from 2005 
to 2009. In that role, he taught and 
counseled missionaries and helped 
mobilize churches throughout the 
convention for mission involve-
ment. Currently, he leads Living in 
The Word Publications, a writing 
and speaking ministry he founded 
in 2005. He frequently speaks about 
spiritual awakening and family life in 
churches and conferences through-
out the United States and abroad.

Elliff brings a wealth of gifts and 
experience to the challenging task of 
leading Southern Baptists’ interna-
tional mission work in the coming 
years, Pritchard said.

Pritchard added that Elliff has 
lived in “many different worlds” in 
Southern Baptist life, serving as field 
missionary, pastor, SBC president 
and IMB vice president.

“So he is uniquely prepared, his 
integrity is unquestioned and I be-
lieve that he will be able to help con-
nect all of our entities together,” he 
said 

Emil Turner, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention executive direc-

ELLIFF

OVERHAUL
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“Tom has tremendous integrity 
and godliness. He and Jeannie 
move by God’s initiation. This 
gives me great confidence in his 
leadership for the future.”

Bill Elliff, pastor,
Summit Church, North Little Rock

tor, was encouraged by Elliff’s nomi-
nation. He said Elliff will provide 
“wise, godly and balanced leadership 
for our missionaries.”

Elliff asked Southern Baptists to 
pray for him, his wife and his fam-
ily — and for IMB trustees as they 
consider his nomination.

“Both Jeannie and I were incred-
ibly humbled when the search com-
mittee approached us,” he said. “Ob-
viously, we would not have moved 
forward to this moment had we not 
spent a great deal of time in prayer 
seeking the face of the Lord. Now 
we feel humbled once again that 
they are going to present us to the 
board. 

“Along with all the members of 
the board, we would just encourage 

people to pray with us during these 
days.”

Born in Paris, Texas, Elliff is a 
third-generation Southern Baptist 
pastor. Elliff served as pastor of 
Southside Baptist Mission (now 
Southside Baptist Church), Warren; 
Turner Baptist Church, Turner; and 
Martindale Baptist Church, Little 
Rock. His grandfather, father and 
two of his brothers also served as 
Arkansas Baptist pastors, and his fa-
ther also served on the staff of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
in the late 1960s. 

Bill Elliff, pastor of Summit 
Church, North Little Rock, is Tom 
Elliff’s brother. Bill Elliff said he 
just “began to shout” when he heard 
of Elliff’s nomination, though he 
noted his reaction was “really not 
because he’s my brother but because 
I was thrilled for the IMB.”

Bill Elliff said Tom Elliff will 
bring a balanced approach to the 
job because of his service as a mis-
sionary, missionary trainer, pastor 
and Southern Baptist convention 
leader – a “win-win” combination.

“Tom has tremendous integrity 
and godliness,” he said. “He and 

Jeannie move by God’s initiation. 
This gives me great confidence in 
his leadership for the future. I know 
it will be a huge task, but I couldn’t 
be more thrilled.”

Tom and Jeannie Elliff, who mar-
ried in 1966, have four grown chil-
dren and 25 grandchildren.

In addition to holding a bachelor 
of arts degree from Ouachita, the 
IMB nominee also holds a master 
of divinity degree from Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas; and a doctor 
of ministry degree from The South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky. 

He was pastor of Eastwood Bap-
tist Church in Tulsa, Okla., for near-
ly a decade before being appointed 
with his wife as missionaries.

 After they returned to the Unit-
ed States, Tom Elliff led Applewood 
Baptist Church in Lakewood, Colo., 
before being called to First Southern 
Baptist Church of Del City, Okla.

He is the author of several books 
about prayer, spiritual awakening 
and family life.

Compiled from Baptist Press and 
staff sources.

address our strategy and make these 
hard decisions is because the agency 
was not meeting the expectations of 
the Convention. Everything we do 
will point to church planting and 
mobilizing churches to plant other 
churches.

Ezell said the agency’s three 
primary strategies are to mobilize 
churches, equip churches and plant 
churches.

“While NAMB’s focus will be 
church planting, I want to say that 
evangelism is the foundation of all 
that we do, and I strongly believe 
that Larry Wynn, our new vice presi-
dent for evangelism, will play a valu-
able role in that area,” he stated.

 
No longer “NAMBway”

In addition, he said, “NAMB is 
no longer ‘NAMBway.’ We are not 
interested in producing and selling 
materials but placing every resource 
we have on our Web site so they 
can be freely downloaded by church 

planters and churches of every size. 
The problem in the past is some of 
our smaller churches with the great-
est needs simply didn’t have the fi-
nancial means to purchase our ma-
terials.”

Regarding the phase out of Coop-
erative Agreements, Ezell said states 
have been more understanding of 
the agency’s new direction than 
originally encountered.

Support for CP, BFM 2000
Ezell said both sending churches 

and new church plants will be ex-
pected to contribute to the Coop-
erative Program and to minister in a 
manner consistent with the Baptist 
Faith and Message 2000.

Ezell said he wants NAMB to 
become the first choice that young 
Southern Baptist church planters 
look to for assistance.

Joe Westbury is managing editor of 
The Christian Index, the newspaper of 
Georgia Baptists.

Above, a graphic used by Ezell to outline NAMB’s new SEND strategy.



J esus’ charge in Acts 1:8 to the 
1st century church is no less true 

for the 21st century church. Our 
Lord’s last recorded words were 
given to a small gathering of about 
120 believers (Acts 1:15) – a small 
church – prior to His ascension 
into heaven:

“But you will 
receive power 
when the Holy 
Spirit has come 
upon you; and 
you will be My 
witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in 
all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” - 
Acts 1:8 (HCSB).

Jesus’ instruction to His fol-
lowers to be “witnesses” until His 
return follows His commission to 
believers in Matthew 28:19-20 to be 
about making “disciples of all na-
tions.” Acts 1:8 promises the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit as believers 
share the Good News and make 
disciples in honor of King Jesus. 
Literally, the “where” charge of Acts 
1:8 follows the “who” articulated in 
the Great Commission.

Just where is the smaller mem-
bership church in all of this? The 
reality is that most churches in 
North America can be classified as 
“small” membership churches. A 

LifeWay Christian Resources survey 
places more than 80 percent of 
Southern Baptist churches as hav-
ing a primary worship attendance 
of 199 or less. In Arkansas, about 
70 people on average gather for 
worship on a typical Sunday morn-

ing.
Nearly all new 

church starts are 
small. A lot of 
churches that have 
been around for 
centuries are small. 
Is their importance 
in kingdom work 
less significant 

because of their size? Of course not! 
A focus on Acts 1:8 as an articula-
tion of where to make disciples 
can provide smaller membership 
churches with purpose and distinc-
tion to fulfill Christ’s mission to 
reconcile the world unto Himself (2 
Corinthians 5:18-21).

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build My church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” – Matt. 16:18 (ESV)

Smaller membership churches 
have a historically significant role 
in kingdom work. In “The Beauty 
of the Small Church: Essays to 
Encourage and Equip Small 
Church Leaders,” Les Puryear says:

“In Matthew 18:20, Jesus said, 
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The small church and Acts 1:8
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‘For where two or three are gath-
ered together in My name, I am 
there in the midst of them.’ The 
main point is that people are 
gathered together in the name 
of Christ, which means they are 
gathered to worship, proclaim and 
praise the glorious name of Christ. 
In the economy of God, size does 
not matter, but the attitude of the 
hearts of His people does matter (1 
Samuel 16:7).”

Subsequently, an Acts 1:8-
focused church is not about size, 
staff or even structure. Neither is it 
about a specific program. It’s about 
a church being about its core mis-
sion – which is to reach the world 
for Christ. 

Smaller membership church 
pastors juggle more priorities today 
than perhaps ever before. There 
is the sermon preparation for 
Sunday, small group administra-
tion, discipleship and Wednesday 
night prayer meeting – to name a 
few. Having an Acts 1:8 focus helps 
bring clarity and assists the pastor 
and church in building a frame-

work for missions around fulfilling 
the mission of God.

It’s no surprise research points 
to a church’s focus on kingdom 
growth and Acts 1:8 missions as 
making a significant impact on 
baptisms, mission participants and 
giving (see related story below).

An Acts 1:8-focused church is 
more about a congregation’s pas-
sion than its percentages. It is a 
church that focuses more on a bur-
den for lost people than its bigness. 

Christ’s mission in the world 
and His biblical mandate drives an 
Acts 1:8 church to become a world-
wide mission center.

An Acts 1:8 church embraces 
the Great Commission and en-
gages the world with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in its Jerusalem (com-
munity), Judea (state), Samaria 
(continent) and the ends of the 
earth (world). 

It other words, an Acts 1:8 
church is committed to sharing the 
gospel with everyone, everywhere, 
by every means possible – so that 
some might be saved.

‘Spiritual’ health care crisis
Maybe you’ve noticed that 

there’s a spiritual health care cri-
sis in our churches today. I believe 
that we have missed the heart of 
Christ. During His ministry on 
earth, Jesus spent most of His 
time with widows, orphans, sick 
people, the financially destitute 
and especially those whom we 
would consider spiritually desti-
tute (sinners). In today’s church 
we ostracize, condemn and reject 
many of these people as if they 
possess less human value than 
we do. I believe this breaks the 
heart of God. The early church 
of the Bible was clearly a hospital 
for these types. Jesus, being the 
Great Physician, came to heal the 
diseases sin has brought to our 

hearts and set people free from 
the slavery of addictions. We will 
continue to run the hurting and 
destitute out of our churches until 
we adopt a hospital mentality in 
our churches today. Church is the 
place to be “sick,” but like a hos-
pital, it is not a place for staying 
sick. We must be able to offer the 
“sick” among us more than accep-
tance; we need to be able to offer 
them life transformation through 
right application of God’s Word 
through the renewing of our 
minds first and then theirs. The 
good news is that this spiritual 
health care plan has no flaws 
to work out, we don’t have to 
compromise between two parties 
or have it signed by the President 
of the United States. It’s already 
been endorsed by the Creator of 
the universe with a 100 percent 
guarantee of success. 

Kevin Hester
Coloma, MI

Letters 
tO the editOr

Whether shared from the pulpit 
or quietly among members of 

a church, the message is increasingly 
clear: God blesses churches focused 
on His mission to fulfill the Great 
Commission. Just like First Baptist 
Church, Manila (see related story on 
Page 15), surveys indicate churches 
focused on Acts 1:8 missions see 
measurable gains in baptisms, mis-
sion participants and giving.

A 2008 survey by the North 
American Mission Board comparing 
missional activity of Acts 1:8 Chal-
lenge churches versus all Southern 
Baptist churches was revealing. The 
survey showed a church’s focus on 
its role in carrying out “the mission 
of God” makes a huge difference in 

Great Commission impact. 
Per capita, the number of bap-

tisms by churches embracing the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Acts 
1:8 Challenge was double the num-
ber of baptisms in all SBC churches. 
The survey showed  that mission 
participants averaged 28 per capita 
in Acts 1:8 churches, as compared 
to four per capita in non-Acts 1:8 
churches. Additionally, giving to the 
Cooperative Program, Annie Arm-
strong and Lottie Moon was mark-
edly higher. Below is a summary of 
the survey.

More information about how 
your church can embrace the Acts 
1:8 Challenge is available at www.
ActsOne8.com.

Acts 1:8 Churches

All figures reflect per capita averages.

All SBC Churches
Number of Baptisms

Cooperative Program Giving
Annie Armstrong Offering Giving
Lottie Moon Offering Giving
Total Mission Expenditures

Mission Participants
8                                   4
28                                 4
$49                               $29
$5.25                            $3.85
$9.63                            $6.42
$100                             $72

Acts 1:8 churches take off
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The Apostle said, “… to write the same thing again 
is no trouble to me, and is a safeguard to you” 

(Phil. 3:1) and I agree. So I thought I’d remind us of a 
few things that we all need to remember.

We are involved in Southern 
Baptist churches. Because of this, 
we support the missions and min-
istries of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC).  

We are involved in Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) churches. Because of 
this we support the missions and 
ministries of the ABSC.

The Cooperative Program enables us to be a part 
of both the SBC and the ABSC. We do not give to the 
Cooperative Program, but through it. And apart from 
it, our involvement in both the SBC and the ABSC 
is diminished. And it’s the messengers of the churches 
in each state convention who define the Cooperative 
Program for that state convention.  

We are involved in congregational churches. We 
believe that God leads our churches through the 
congregations. This has been the theological position 
of Baptists from the beginning. This position often 

undermines executive leadership while it always 
strengthens pastoral leadership. 

Leaders never have to argue that they are leaders.
God has chosen to use churches as the way to reach 

a lost world. Churches should pray for 
lost people, witness to lost people, go to 
lost people, send others to lost people 
and start new churches that will do the 
same.  

The Bible is true.  Everyone who 
works for the ABSC must believe this.

Arkansas churches determine what 
the ABSC does and does not do. 

Soul winning is the responsibility of 
every believer. ABSC staff members average witnessing 
three times a week.

The majority of people in Arkansas are unchurched 
and unsaved. 

Though the ABSC budget for 2011 was flat – 
meaning no ABSC entity will receive an increase in 
funding in 2011 – the ABSC will send a larger per-
centage of its receipts to the SBC than ever before.  
And 53 percent of all ABSC receipts are forwarded 
on to the SBC.  

God works in recessions, too.

I ’ve taken my kids to the 
emergency room during a 

snowstorm and in the middle of 
the night to get 
them the help 
they needed. I’ve 
also taken them 
when they had 
other illnesses 
that required our 
family physician to 
diagnose and pre-
scribe medicine for them. Most 
parents want the best for their 
kids and will do whatever it takes 
to keep their kids healthy.

Some couples spend so much 
time consumed with the health 
of their kids, jobs, hobbies or 
sports that the health of their 
marriage suffers. Unfortunately, 
the signs of an unhealthy mar-
riage are difficult for some 
couples to acknowledge, diagnose 
and address on their own.

The Web site, www.couplech-
eckup.com, has a great inventory 
tool to strengthen your relation-
ship. Inventories are provided for 
dating couples, engaged couples 
and married couples. After an-
swering questions, users receive a 
19-page diagnosis report on their 
relationship, along with a 32-page 
discussion guide as a prescription 
to help them work on the health 
of their relationship.

The Couple Checkup pre-
scribes practical exercises for a 
growing relationship in these 
areas, along with a variety of 
Scriptures to examine:

• Communication: Acquire 
skills in assertiveness and active 
listening.

• Conflict resolution: 
Identify a 10-step process for deal-
ing with conflict.

• Financial management: 
Determine to budget and make 
wise financial decisions.

• Leisure activities: Discover 
ways you and your spouse can 
spend more leisure time together.

• Sexual relationship: Learn 
how to have healthy discussions 
on this sensitive topic.

• Family and friends: 
Converse about how to grow in 
healthy relationships with family 
and friends.

• Spiritual beliefs: Dialogue 
about your spiritual beliefs.

• Roles and responsibilities: 
Reveal some healthy ways to 
discuss your roles.

• Children and parenting: 
Discern how to develop a strategy 
for parenting your children.

• Personality differences: 
Observe how to understand and 
appreciate your spouse for whom 
God created them to be.

Some Reminders…
The Couple Checkup 

Family Matters 

Ben Phillips is team leader of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention family min-
istry team.

A
PAstOr’s 
heArt

Emil Turner

F ew names have been more strongly identified with 
worship renewal among the broad spec-

trum of evangelicals in the last 30 years than 
that of Robert Webber. He was a courageous 
and passionate advocate and scholar whose 
devotion to the church’s worship and witness 
inspired a generation of leaders, in congrega-
tions as well as academia.

Webber’s untimely death to cancer in 2007 
was a great loss. His voice comes through 
loud and clear, however, in his 
final book: “Who Gets to Narrate 
the World? Contending for the 
Christian Story in an Age of Rivals.”

One of the hallmarks of Webber’s 
teaching and writing was his vibrant 
insistence that God’s master narra-
tive be ever-present in the worship 
practices of Christ’s followers. 

In “Who Gets to Narrate the World?” Webber first 

“Who Gets to Narrate the World? Contending  
for the Christian Story in an Age of Rivals”

by Robert E. Webber, InterVarsity Press

describes the influences of Christianity on the devel-
opment of Western civilization. He then reviews 
some of the primary counter-influences that 
have caused the West to lose a sense of God’s 
narrative. 

He identifies rivals for the world’s attention, 
such as secularization, cultural accommoda-
tion, moral decadence, religious pluralism, new 
Gnosticisms and radical Islam.

 This brief book (less than 150 pages) 
is not an in-depth study of any of 
these rivals. Webber’s clearly ar-
ticulated purpose here is a call for 
Christ’s followers to worship and 
live in such a way that the truth of 
God’s Word and on-going redemp-
tive enterprise will shine graciously, 
yet boldly. 

It is a call very much worth our serious attention as 
we seek to live out the gospel in this 21st century.

The people of Egypt have toppled their president 
through mass action. Many times “world news” is 

of little concern to United States citizens.  For those 
of us who follow the Lord Jesus Christ, this news of 
great change and tragedy in another 
country should move us to prayer. 

I can almost hear someone asking, 
“Why should we care what happens 
half a world away?” I believe that since 
our Lord Jesus has commanded His 
followers to go to the nations to make 
disciples, we should have the nations 
on our hearts and definitely in our prayers.

Let us pray for Egypt because there are fellow fol-
lowers of the Lord Jesus in that country. We must 
pray for their peace and safety during tumultuous 
times. In a number of Islamic countries, when 

Why pray for the nations?
there is a change of government, the followers of 
Jesus are often targeted. We need to pray that these 
co-laborers will be granted favor in the eyes of their 
neighbors and those in authority.

We must also pray for an openness 
to the gospel and that these followers of 
Jesus will boldly preach the good news 
of the Lord Jesus. People are often very 
receptive to His message during times 
of great change. This country failed to 
worship the One True God when He 
delivered His people from Egypt. Let us 

pray they will not miss this opportunity to trust in the 
One True God, the Lord Jesus.

R.L. “Bob” Calvert serves a missionary in Kenya with 
the International Mission Board, 

SBC.

guest ViewPOint
R.L. “Bob” Calvert,  

IMB missionary, Kenya

Book Review
Rob Hewell, 

associate professor,
Ouachita Baptist University
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MISSION CONNECTION North-
east, a Cooperative Program min-
istry of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) missions min-
istries team, will be held from 9:45 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Williams Bap-
tist College in Walnut Ridge April 
16. An optional “early bird” class, 
which will focus on international 

team leader training, will be held 
before the full event at 8 a.m. April 
16.

“The event will give church staff 
and members a chance to connect 
face-to-face with state, national and 
international missionaries and op-
portunities,” said Bob Fielding, mis-
sions ministries team member. 

Mission Connection partici-
pants will be able to meet with 
North American mission partners 
from Alaska and Kansas, Interna-
tional Mission Board partners and 
Arkansas Baptist churches seeking 
partners for ongoing international 
projects. 

Attendees will also have the op-

portunity to learn about prayer 
strategies to use in leading their 
churches to pray for the peoples of 
the world. 

Preregistration is required. 
To register, go to www.absc.org/

uttermost, or call Jill at 800-838-
2272, ext. 5149 or email jmodlin@
absc.org.

• March 6-13: Week of Prayer for 
North American Missions

• March 7-12: Dating, Engage-
ment, Marriage Week – Ouachita 
Baptist University, Arkadelphia

• March 11-12: State Handbell 
Festival – Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs

• March 31: Master’Singers Festi-
val of Song – Williams Baptist Col-
lege, Walnut Ridge

• April 1-2: Youth Evangelism 
Conference – Statehouse Conven-
tion Center, Little Rock

• April 8-10: Connect! – Arkansas 
River Valley Association

• April 10: Cooperative Program 
Sunday

• April 12: Fellowship of Retired 
Baptist Workers – Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock

• April 16: Hispanic Family  
Conference – Second Baptist 
Church, Russellville

• April 16: IMPACT – Woodland 
Heights Baptist Church, Conway 

• April 28: Master’Singers  
Festival of Song – First Baptist 
Church, Searcy

• April 30: Arkansas Baptist 
Chaplains’ Retreat – Lake DeGray 
Lodge, Bismarck

• April 30: State Youth/Chil-
dren Bible Drill and Youth  
Speakers Tournament – Second 
Baptist Church, Conway

For more information about the 
events listed, go to www.absc.org. To 
view more ABSC events, visit www.
absc.org/absc-events/month.calendar.

FOR MEMBERS of First Baptist 
Church, Desha, serving as a pilot 
church for Across Arkansas last year 
was just what they needed. 

Through the initiative conduct-
ed last year, the church developed a 
unified plan for sharing the gospel 
with their entire community. 

Church members were trained to 
be on mission through the strategy, 
said pastor Troy Sharp. “We prayer 
walked, passed out materials and en-
gaged people in conversation.”

And they did it all in just three 
weeks.

Sharp said before the project, 
some church members were involved 
in prayer walking and witnessing in 
their community, but in a much 
more sporadic way. 

The Across Arkansas strategy 
“changed the pitch” of the church’s 
ministry, he said, adding, “There is 
a more united front and a greater 
crowd that takes it seriously that 
we’ve got to reach these people and 
that we’re the only ones doing it.”

Results speak for themselves.
When the church started the 

project in spring 2010, Sunday atten-
dance averaged 175-200, said Sharp. 
A year later, the church now has two 
Sunday morning services averaging 
150-170 each. 

“They just keep coming, and 
our workers just keep going,” said 
Sharp. 

So far this year, First Baptist has 
baptized 24 new Christians. 

“We are just a little country 
church. God is blessing the work,” 
smiled Sharp.

Now, every Arkansas Baptist 
church has the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the saturation strategy 
through Across Arkansas, the state’s 
version of the North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) initiative God’s 
Plan for Sharing (GPS). Across Ar-
kansas is sponsored in part by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) evangelism and church 
growth team.

“This saturation strategy lays the 
foundation for the next 10 years of 
God’s Plan for Sharing (GPS), a co-
ordinated effort of state conventions 
and the North American Mission 
Board to focus on evangelism and 
reaching America for Christ,” said 
Sonny Tucker, ABSC evangelism 
and church growth team leader.

Church members participating 
in Across Arkansas will reach out 
to the community through four key 
elements. First, members will prayer 
walk the area. Later, they will go 

ABSC
calendar

Date set for Mission Connection Northeast

Across Arkansas promotes gospel
back to the same area to distribute 
door hanger bags stuffed with items, 
including a gospel presentation and 
an invitation to the church’s evan-
gelistic Easter service. At the Easter 
service, church members will inten-
tionally share Christ with guests. 
Following the service, members will 

follow up with those guests.
Any church can participate in 

Across Arkansas, regardless of size 
or location. “Our goal is for every 
house in Arkansas to receive a gospel 
presentation,” said Marcus Brown, 
evangelism and church growth team 
member.

Freda Jones retires
Freda Jones (back row, third from left), standing with her family, retired Feb. 15 from the staff of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention as employee benefits specialist after 19 years of service.

Across Arkansas strategies
MARCUS BROWN, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evan-
gelism and church growth team 
member, suggested several proven 
ways to get involved in each part 
of Across Arkansas.
1. Prayer walking

• In rural areas, church mem-
bers may want to prayer drive, 
going by each residence, making 
observations and then pulling 
off the road nearby to 
pray. 

• Church mem-
bers who live in the 
same neighborhood 
may also join together 
to pray for their 
neighbors. 

• Brown suggests 
paying attention to each 
home, looking for “eas-
ily observable signs” to help pray 
more specifically.
2. Gospel distribution

• Drop off members at various 
locations to hang bags on front 
doors. “Gather back at the church 
later for a cookout and time of 
reporting,” suggested Brown. 

• Sunday school classes may 
want to work together to distrib-
ute gospel materials. 

• In addition, Brown said 
some churches may choose to in-
clude “an offer to receive a (qual-

ity) free gift” for first-time guests 
attending the Easter service. 
3. Easter Sunday

• On Easter Sunday, church 
members should distribute infor-
mation cards for everyone present 
to fill out and turn in. 

• “Challenge your people to 
interact with guests in your wor-
ship services,” suggested Brown. 

• The church service could 
also include a gospel 

testimony from a 
church member. 

• Think through 
the invitation portion 

of the service to ensure 
the gospel is presented 

clearly, and give easy-to fol-
low instructions for those 
who want to make a profes-

sion of faith in Christ.
4. Follow-up

• Host a church-wide follow-
up night the week after Easter for 
church members to share a meal 
and follow up with guests who at-
tended the service. 

• “Try to contact guests quickly 
and in a way that communicates 
that you genuinely want to be-
friend them,” suggested Brown.

For details, training materials 
and other resources, go to www.
absc.org/gps or contact Brown at 
800-838-2272 ext. 5128.
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Christian 
Education 

Guide

Trennis Henderson
Ouachita Baptist University

W ith more than 4,100 colleges and 
universities in the United States, 
including more than 1,800 pri-
vate, four-year institutions, how 

does a prospective student narrow down his 
or her educational options?

One key is to evaluate your 
personal educational goals 
and priorities. A starting 
point is determining your 
major area of academic in-
terest and seeking schools 
that excel in that disci-
pline. While most colleg-
es and universities high-
light their academic excel-
lence, there are many other 
factors to consider as well. 
What size campus would 
you like to attend? How 
important is the student-to-
faculty ratio and the average 
class size? What about schol-
arship opportunities and overall 
cost?

In addition to academic, social and finan-
cial issues, many students seek to determine the 
spiritual and moral impact their college choice 

will make on their lives. That’s where the option 
of a private Christian university becomes a pri-
mary consideration for prospective students. 

Once you decide a Christian university is your 
best educational choice, you still face a wide variety 
of options. From a Baptist perspective, students 
who have an appreciation for Baptists’ historic 

commitment to such principles as reli-
gious liberty, international missions 

and a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ likely will 
feel both comfortable and 

challenged on a Bap-
tist university campus. 
Bible courses, chapel 

services, campus minis-
try activities and oppor-
tunities for hands-on 
mission trips are among 

the many growth experi-
ences available on most 
Baptist campuses. 

Here in Arkansas, both 
Ouachita Baptist University 

in Arkadelphia and Williams 
Baptist College in Walnut Ridge 

offer students all those options and 
more. Ouachita challenges students 

to “Discover the Ouachita Difference 
– Academically, Spiritually, Personally” 

while Williams focuses on a commitment 

to “Higher Learning. Higher Purpose.”
It is important to avoid the misconception that 

Christian universities are only for students who 
are training for full-time Christian ministry. While 
many students at Baptist schools are preparing for 
career ministry opportunities, many others gain 
quality academic training in such diverse fields as 
business, education, fine arts, humanities, science 
and a host of other disciplines.

Many Baptist schools also attract a rich blend 
of international students and missionary kids. 
Such a mix provides an international-friendly en-
vironment that promotes cross-cultural education 
and personal growth. Those dynamics, coupled 
with international study options, help American 
students gain a global worldview.

Why choose a Baptist university as you finalize 
your college plans? It’s a matter of achieving a 
positive balance between intellectual and spiritual 
growth while pursuing excellence in both areas.

 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, so that the man of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work,” 
declares 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV). For students 
who truly desire to be “thoroughly equipped for 
every good work,” a Baptist university campus is 
an excellent place to start.

Trennis Henderson serves on the staff of Ouachita 
Baptist University as vice president for communica-
tions.

Discover the long-term benefits 
of a Baptist university education
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founded by Arkansas Baptists in 1886,
is celebrating 125 years of service
as a leading liberal arts university

in a Christ-centered learning community.

#1 Regional College in the South four years in a row (2008-2011)
—U.S. News & World Report

1-800-DIAL-OBU www.obu.edu

Ouachita Baptist University,

Anniversary Celebration Highlights:
 April 4-5 Pastors & Presidents Symposium
 Sept. 6 Founders Day Convocation
 Oct. 19 125th Anniversary Community Celebration
 Dec. 2-3 Festival of Christmas with Point of Grace
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Higher Learning
Learning is personal at Williams 
Baptist College. A 13-to-1 
student-to-teacher ratio. An 
outstanding faculty. A nurturing 
environment to help prepare 
you for your chosen field,  and 
for life.

A Williams education gives you 
more than a degree.  It equips 
you academically, socially and 
spiritually for the journey of life.

Higher Purpose
Williams makes college a 
Christ-centered experience.  
Professors are fellow believers. 
Students share and support 
your convictions.  

Opportunities to minister 
abound at Williams, both close 
to home and abroad.  Because 
at WBC, higher learning comes 
with a higher purpose.

WILLIAMS
Baptist College
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas

www.williamsbaptistcollege.com

Brett Cooper
Williams Baptist College

It’s really an unfair ques-
tion. Most college fresh-
men are no more than 
18 years old, and yet 

they are asked what they want 
to do with the next several 
decades of their lives. Such 
is the dilemma facing many 
students as they pick a college 
major.

“Studies show that about 
50 percent of incoming 
freshmen are uncertain of 
their major,” noted Dolores 
Magee, director of counsel-
ing and career services at 
Williams Baptist College, 
who routinely walks students 
through the process of choos-
ing a major.

Some students come to col-
lege with strong inclinations 
concerning their career path, 
which makes the decision on 
a college major relatively easy. 
For others, however, choos-
ing the direction of their ca-
reer and their course of study 
can be pretty daunting.

Mary Norvell serves as 

freshman advisor at Williams 
and counsels students unde-
cided on their majors. “Some 
students have no strong inter-
est in a single area, while oth-
ers have too many interests in 
too many areas, and neither 
can decide,” she said.

Freshmen can ease their 
stress levels some by realizing 
they don’t have to choose a 
major immediately. At most 
colleges, they can focus on 
the basics at first while they 
get a handle on their areas of 
interest.

“A first-time freshman can 
easily take general education 
courses for the first two, and 
sometimes three, semesters 
before making a decision 
about a major,” Norvell said.

There are resources 
available to guide students 
through the process. Magee 
says her office uses both Ca-
reer Direct (www.careerdirec-
tonline.org) and DISCOVER 
(actapps.act.org/eDISCOV-
ER), online assessments 
which help students match 
their academic strengths with 
programs of study, as well as 

review an array of potential 
career paths and the majors 
which best prepare students 
to land those jobs.

And then there are more 
conventional approaches. 
Magee encourages students 
to “shadow” professionals in 
careers that interest them, as 
well as to do informational 
interviews with them.

“This is one of the most 
helpful experiences a student 
can have. They find that peo-
ple are very open to sharing 
how their career has unfold-
ed, and they also have won-
derful tips and insight for the 
students,” Magee said.

Students can also take cues 
from their own likes and dis-
likes. As Magee notes, “People 
need to have an excitement 
about the preparations they 
are making for their career. 
If the energy and interest are 
not present, it is an indica-
tor that they might need to 
explore other majors.”

Brett Cooper serves on the 
staff of Williams Baptist Col-
lege as vice president for college 
relations.

A ‘Major’ Dilemma

The often difficult chore of picking a college major
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As one of the largest seminaries in the world, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
offers college, seminary and doctoral degrees to equip men and women with a strong 
theological foundation to fulfill God’s calling on their lives. Rooted in Scripture and 
branching out to fulfill the Great Commission, Southwestern’s flexible degree plans allow 
you to study in Fort Worth, Houston, at our extension centers and online.

Bachelor’s
Humanities

Music

Biblical Studies

Degree Plans Offered

master’s
Theology

Evangelism & Missions

Church & Family Ministries

Church Music

doctoral
Doctor of Ministry

Doctor of Philosophy

Doctor of Musical Arts

Doctor of Educational Ministries

FulFill your calling today.    1.800.swBts.01 | swBts.edu
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A 

call to ministry is a call 
to prepare. This truth is 
often lost in an age when 
people can enter minis-

try immediately and train through 
YouTube videos, Google searches 
and Podcasts. In a time when style 
often trumps content, however, 
ministry preparation matters more 
than ever. So why should you train 
for ministry in a college or seminary 
setting? 

First, as a minister, you are called 
to bring the light of God’s Word 
into people’s lives. To do so, you 
must know Scripture intimately, 
and you will never have a greater op-
portunity to build a foundation on 
the Word of God than in seminary. 
Second, God-honoring ministry 
brings spiritual life and health to in-
dividuals and churches, but haphaz-
ard ministry brings only pain and 
spiritual immaturity. Third, training 
for ministry will allow you to study 
under world-renowned scholars and 
experts in the Bible, theology, apolo-
getics, preaching and much more. 
Finally, as you train, you will build 
lifelong friendships with others who 
have followed God’s call to impact 
the world with the gospel of Christ. 

Seminaries like Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary were 
founded to equip people to  preach 
the Word and reach the world. In 
the College at Southwestern, you 
can earn a bachelor’s degree while 
building a foundation in the hu-

Why train for ministry: exploring the call

review an array of potential 
career paths and the majors 
which best prepare students 
to land those jobs.

And then there are more 
conventional approaches. 
Magee encourages students 
to “shadow” professionals in 
careers that interest them, as 
well as to do informational 
interviews with them.

“This is one of the most 
helpful experiences a student 
can have. They find that peo-
ple are very open to sharing 
how their career has unfold-
ed, and they also have won-
derful tips and insight for the 
students,” Magee said.

Students can also take cues 
from their own likes and dis-
likes. As Magee notes, “People 
need to have an excitement 
about the preparations they 
are making for their career. 
If the energy and interest are 
not present, it is an indica-
tor that they might need to 
explore other majors.”

Brett Cooper serves on the 
staff of Williams Baptist Col-
lege as vice president for college 
relations.

A ‘Major’ Dilemma

The often difficult chore of picking a college major

m
bts

m
bts

m
bts

m
bts

m
bts

m
bts

100% Online Degree

Accessible no matter where you are!  
Midwestern 

Baptist College, SBC

Enroll online now from your iPhone ® , 
BLACKBERRY ®, DROID®, and other mobile device 

Kansas City, Missouri
 816.414.3700 | mats@mbts.edu

online

www.mbts.edu/online
 

manities and in Scripture. At South-
western Seminary, you can continue 
to explore the depths of Scripture 
and learn to teach it, preach it and 
apply its truths while studying under 
world-class scholars. But you will 
also put your knowledge into prac-

tice: You will share your faith, build 
disciples and evangelize the nations. 
You will serve in local churches and 
travel to the world’s most demand-
ing mission fields, from the inner 
cities of the U.S. to the dusty towns 
and villages of Mexico and Africa.

God has called you to transform 
lives and reach the world through 
the gospel. Join Southwestern and 
begin to follow His call today. To 
learn more about the College at 
Southwestern and Southwestern 
Seminary, visit www.swbts.edu.
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Just as a runner trains for weeks 
or months to prepare for a race, 
so also the task of ministry be-

gins long before a pastor steps up 
to preach or a missionary walks off 
a plane.

Theological education is a cru-
cial part of ministry training, but 
the call of God to ministry is not 
just a call to prepare academically. 
Training, after all, is 
not just a mental ex-
ercise, but a physical 
and experiential one 
as well. God’s call to 
ministry is a call both 
to preparation and to 
action, and those two 
endeavors are best 
carried out simulta-
neously.

This is equally as 
true for the freshman 
training for ministry 
at a Christian college 
as it is for a third-year 
seminary student. 
Ministry involvement 
augments and enhances the learn-
ing process.

Many Christian colleges and 
seminaries require students to par-
ticipate in evangelism training and 
supervised ministry courses. As a 
part of these classes, students get 
to apply what they are learning in 

the classroom to real-world ministry 
situations.

“You read about the ministry, 
but then when you face it in a liv-
ing, breathing example, sometimes 
what you’ve studied in a theology 
class or in a ministry class comes 
alive to you and you’re able to build 
on that,” said Ken Taylor, professor 
of urban missions at New Orleans 

Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

For years, Taylor 
directed the New 
Orleans Seminary’s 
supervised ministry 
program, which pairs 
students with area 
churches and minis-
tries. Taylor also re-
quires his urban mis-
sions students to par-
ticipate in hands-on 
ministry. 

This on-the-job 
training provides a 
safe place for students 
to explore the ins and 

outs of ministry, Taylor said. In 
these short internships, students 
often experience many successes 
and failures. But even these failures, 
which build faith and perseverance, 
serve as powerful ministry prepara-
tion experiences, he said. 

That kind of ministry involve-

ment can also help students clarify 
God’s calling.

“I usually tell someone, when 
they’re searching for what God 
wants them to do, to try different 
things,” Taylor said. “People see 
what rings their bell(s), what gives 
them satisfaction and joy, what 
they’re good at.”

The mission of New Orleans 
Seminary, where Taylor serves, is 
to equip leaders to fulfill the Great 
Commission and the Great Com-
mandments through the local 
church and its ministries. Providing 
hands-on ministry experience and 
mission opportunities in places like 
Peru, Russia and Asia are key ways 
the seminary prepares students for a 
life of ministry.

Get involved
Ministry students can first look 

to the local churches near their col-
lege or seminary for an opportu-
nity to put what they learn in the 
classroom in motion. Whether on a 
church staff or in a volunteer role, 
serving in a local church is a great 
way for a ministry student to gain 
real-world experience.

Church planting is another way 
ministry students can put their stud-
ies to work immediately. Whatever 
the setting – from informal neigh-
borhood Bible studies to official 

church starts – new churches are not 
only powerful ways to reach people 
with the gospel but also intensive 
settings in which to sharpen minis-
try experience.

Most communities also have so-
cial ministries or mission centers 
that reach out to the poor, homeless 
or people struggling with addiction. 
Getting involved with these kinds 
of ministries offers a venue where 
students can gain vital counseling 
skills.

It’s also important to remember 
that a call to ministry is much more 
than a vocation. Many ministry stu-
dents work outside the church in 
order to pay for their education and 
provide for their family. The work 
place may have no ties to faith or 
the church, but as ministry students 
seek to live out the Great Commis-
sion and Great Commandments 
on a personal level, they can bring 
a ministerial perspective to any job 
setting. In this way, they are truly 
“salt and light” in their world.

In each case, ministerial students 
are able to have their classroom ed-
ucation inform their on-the-street 
education, and vice versa. That 
combined educational experience 
helps shape and clarify the student’s 
sense of calling and helps him or 
her avoid asking “What’s next?” on 
graduation day. 

Putting your Christian education to good use
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BOB CALVERT is just as comfort-
able sharing Jesus Christ with Ke-
nyan villagers as he is sharing from 
Scripture in a Little Rock board-
room.

Recently, he was asked to bring 
devotional thoughts at a meeting of 
the Arkansas Baptist Foundation 
trustees.

Calvert told trustees about the 
importance of sharing the gospel 
among the Maasai people in Kenya 
and about experiences from his 20 
years of service on the African con-
tinent.

He recounted a harrowing story 
of a Maasai man’s escape from the 
clutches of a lion using a war club, 
which the Maasai call an “Orinka.” 
Calvert quoted 1 Peter 5:8 (NASB), 
“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. 
Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour.”  

“We have a command and ob-
ligation to rescue people from the 
mouth of the lion just like the Maa-
sai man did – even if we are un-
prepared for what lies before us,” 
Calvert said. “(We need to) keep 
the main thing the main thing…
winning souls for Jesus. For (mis-
sionaries like) us in the internation-
al fields, this means multiplicative 
evangelism that results in reproduc-
ing churches.”

The Little Rock native is the first 
to admit his work as a Southern 
Baptist international missionary is a 
bit surreal. He and his wife, Nancy, 
began their work in Kenya in 1990, 
not knowing just exactly what their 
adventure would bring. What they 

knew was they were called to go.
“So I went over there, and God 

just blessed … It was a time when 
the Holy Spirit was drawing Maa-
sai to Himself, and literally tens of 
thousands of Maasai prayed to re-
ceive Christ,” said Calvert. “We’ve 
seen a lot of churches started. We 
have just been blessed the last 20 
years.”

You can’t be much more “Arkan-
sas” than Calvert. He was born in 
Little Rock, grew up near the city, 
attended Lawson Elementary and 
played football and baseball at Mc-
Clellan High School. His grandfa-
ther, H.L. Mowrey, started Crystal 
Hill Baptist Church on Lawson 
Road, where he attended church as 
a child. Calvert has a degree in edu-
cation from the University of Cen-
tral Arkansas. He was saved at stu-
dent week held at the Baptist con-
ference center in Glorieta, N.M. His 
parents, Gene and Rosetta Calvert, 
are members at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock.

Calvert said he has come to real-
ize that God isn’t looking for “super 
people” to serve on the mission 
field, but rather regular people sim-
ply willing to answer His call.

“(Nancy) stated it best. We 
thought when we got on the plane 
and went over to Kenya that some-
how there had been some kind 
of transformation while we were 
traveling,” laughed Calvert. “You 
know, like there had been a meta-
morphous aspect there. And (when) 
we got to Kenya, we thought, ‘Golly 
Moses, we’re just regular ‘ol’ Bob 
and Nancy.’ 

“It was so disappointing. We were 
thinking, ‘Where do the halos and 
where do the wings come in?’

“(What) we’re just realizing is 
that God just uses ordinary folks 
to do extraordinary things when 
they just say, ‘Lord, here I am; I’m 
going to be sent; I’m going to go 
over here. I don’t know exactly what 
we are going to do, but I’m willing 
to do that.’ And (then they) watch 
and work and depend on Him every 
day.”

One of the most difficult aspects 
of serving as an international mis-
sionary is being away from family 
during special occasions, he said.

A disheartening observation 
Calvert makes returning to the 
United States is everyone “not hav-
ing a burden for the nations.”

“Everyone needs to be involved 
in winning the nations,” he said. 
“That’s for everybody. (Christ) calls 
us all to do that.”

Calvert says 
while God has 
richly blessed their 
efforts on the mis-
sion field over the 
years, much re-
mains to be done 
when the couple 
returns from state-
side assignment in 
May.

“(There are) about 188 unreached, 
unengaged groups in the eastern 
equatorial African cluster,” he said. 
“We are going to target those groups 
that don’t have the gospel and no 
one is engaging them.”

The Calverts work among a “sub-
section” of the Maasai tribal people, 
who mainly subsist as agricultural-
ists. The people are from a larger 
group called the Nilotes, which lit-
erally means “those who migrated 
from the Nile,” or from a Sudanese 

area of northern Uganda.
“Even among the Maasai, there 

are basically 13 major subsections 
of Maasai. They all tend to be pasto-
ral, meaning they take care of sheep, 
cows and goats,” said Calvert. “They 
usually live in very arid areas that 
don’t have a lot of rain. The area we 
live in didn’t have 10 inches of rain 
in a year, and (it) sometimes didn’t 
rain at all.”

The territory where the Calverts 
minister is large and rugged. 

“Every three months I wear tires 
off a truck because we are running 
over volcanic rocks,” he said. “It’s 
just a real tough area.”

Story after story can be told of 
how the prayers of faithful South-
ern Baptists have opened doors to 
share the gospel and literally bring 

entire villages to 
Christ, said Calvert. 
Through prayer, he 
believes the hearts 
of the Maasai peo-
ple are stirred.

 “We just thank 
people for pray-
ing for us. We are 
just so appreciative 
that they do that 
and that they keep 

sending money to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering …so I can keep 
tires on my truck (and) so I can keep 
rolling and telling other people 
about Christ.

“We are so appreciative for what 
all Southern Baptists do for us – giv-
ing to the Cooperative Program and 
things like that. That’s just Jesus 
doing His stuff, and I’m just show-
ing up,” Calvert smiled.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Bob and Nancy Calvert

Our Missionaries: Bob and Nancy Calvert
‘God uses regular people’

A Maasai woman pre-
pares for the long trek 
back to her village, 
bearing the 60-plus 
pounds of food on her 
back provided through 
the Southern Baptist 
World Hunger Fund.

For more information on 
the Calverts’ ministry with 
the Maasai, go to http://

imbmaasai.blogspot.com.

Bob and Nancy Calvert
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PASTOR

C l a s s i f i e d s

MISCELLANEOUS

Shiloh Baptist Church of Harrison is accepting 
resumes for pastor. Resumes may be mailed to 
Shiloh Baptist Church, Attention: Pastor Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 667, Harrison, AR 72601, or 
email to tj_tomlinson@cox.net.

Formosa Baptist Church, located in North 
Central Arkansas, is now accepting resumes for 
pastor. Send resumes to Formosa Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031.

Third Baptist Church of Malvern, Ark., is 
accepting resumes for pastor. Please send re-
sume to Third Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor Search 
Committee, 817 W. Young St., Malvern, AR 
72104.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

College Students – Do you have summer 
plans? Consider spending eight weeks on mission 
in the Philippines, working with the student min-
istries of the University Baptist Church of Manila. 
This exciting opportunity will be a life-changing 
event for you and for the Filipino students that 
you will work with. For more info, contact Ralph 
Baker, Atkins FBC music minister at 501-757-
0978 or rmbaker58@yahoo.com.

For rent, gulf-front two-bedroom condo-
minium on Okaloosa Island, Fort Walton Beach, 
Fla. Lots of amenities. Low owner rates. Call Lucy 
770-831-3651, or email Lucyclark9@aol.com.

New and used church organs and Baldwin 
pianos. Capitol Keyboard, 13401 Chenal 
Parkway, Little Rock, 501-228-9999.

Business Opportunities – We have been pro-
viding medical personnel online continuing edu-
cation courses since 2002. We are seeking a ter-
ritory licensee for the state of Mississippi. Go 
to www.approvedces.com and find out more. We 
will show you how to own and build a recession-
proof business using our accredited continuing 
education with a strong emphasis on ethics and 
customer appreciation. Small investment will be 
earned back from health care professionals tak-
ing your courses. Contact David Lee for further 
information at dave@approvedces.com.

GRACE FELLOWSHIP SCHOLARSHIP 
AVAILABLE: Orphaned, abandoned, neglected 
student/prospective student – OBU or WBC 
(Christian vocation).  Application on Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation’s Web site: http://www.abf.
org/individuals_scholarships.htm.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR: A healthy, grow-
ing, mixed-generational church is looking for a 
full-time associate pastor for adult education, 
new member/member assimilation, administra-
tion, missions. Great people skills and wisdom 
are musts in growing church’s spiritual health. 
Send resumes to Waterloo Road Baptist Church, 
Attention: Personnel Committee, 3100 East 
Waterloo Road, Edmond, OK 73034, or email to 
jbroyles@waterlooroad.org.

Coronado Baptist Church in Hot Springs 
Village is taking resumes for part-time minis-
ter of music. Contact the office at 501-922-
3218 from 1-5 p.m., or email to coronadobap@
sbcglobal.net.

Part-time position: 10-15 hours a week. 
Duties: Selecting hymns and choruses and direct-
ing choir for worship services and other special 
events. Send resumes to Crow Mountain Baptist 
Church at 1138 Crow Mountain Rd., Russellville, 
AR 72802 or cmbcoffice@centurytel.net; 479-
967-6352. Resumes will be accepted until March 
28, 2011.

Cullendale First Baptist Church, Camden, 
Ark., is seeking a student/youth minister. Full-
time position. Salary based on experience and 
education.  Full job description available. Email 
bwilliams@cullendalefbc.org, or call 870-231-

5441. Resumes will be accepted until February 
28, 2011.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking 
a full-time minister of music. If interested, 
send resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, 
AR 72335.

Associational missionary needed. Submit 
resumes to Mt. Zion Association, P.O. Box 2515, 
Jonesboro, AR 72402, or email mtzionbm@sud-
denlinkmail.com. Deadline: March 15.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of March.
◆ March 8: Anthony Ridgway, OBU Box 3171, Arkadelphia, AR, 71998-0001;  
 Bulgaria. 
◆ March 9: Reece Franklin, OBU Box 3874, Arkadelphia, AR, 71998-0001; Japan.
◆ March 11: Melanie Williams, OBU Box 3147, Arkadelphia, AR, 71998-0001;  
 Thailand.

Tuesday, April 12, 2011

Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock

9 - 10 a.m. Refreshments 
and Registration

10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Program

$10 per person, reservation required. For more information call Marty Davis 
at 800-838-2272 (toll-free in state) or 501-376-4791 ext. 5101.

Fellowship of 
Retired Baptist 

Workers

Theme: “Joyful Living”

Perfect attendance
Clara Shell, left, recently was recognized for 47 years of perfect 
Sunday school attendance. Shell is shown here with pastor Gary 
Gipson of Gravel Hill Baptist Church, Benton.

Snow ministry
A recent snow offered students from First Baptist Church, Glenwood, an opportunity for ministry. They shovelled the sidewalks and 
driveways of 15 senior adults in the church Feb. 10. In this photo: Hayes Linville, Austin Miller, Garrett Whitley, Ethan Blackmon and 
First Baptist Church pastor Phillip Miller (back left).

ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita Bap-
tist University trustee Phil Baldwin 
has been named chairman of the 
university’s 125th anniver-
sary “Defining the Differ-
ence” campaign.

“Defining the Differ-
ence” is a fundraising cam-
paign designed to help fi-
nance a variety of priority 
campus initiatives, accord-
ing Trennis Henderson, 
Ouachita’s vice president 
of communications. The public 
phase of the campaign is scheduled 
to launch Sept. 6 in conjunction 
with the university’s 2011 Founders 
Day observance.

Highlighting the university’s 
125th anniversary with the theme, 
“Making a Difference since 1886,” 

Founders Day will cap a yearlong 
celebration of Ouachita’s long-term 
commitment to a quality liberal arts 

education in a Christ-cen-
tered learning community.

Baldwin, who recently re-
tired as president and chief 
executive officer of South-
ern Bancorp, Inc. to pursue 
philanthropic interests, has 
served as a trustee of Ouach-
ita since 2007. Southern 
Bancorp, a $1 billion de-

velopment bank holding company 
with 40 offices across the southern 
United States, is America’s largest 
rural development bank. Under 
Baldwin’s leadership, Southern Ban-
corp helped launch the Arkadelphia 
Promise and Great River Promise 
scholarship programs.

Baldwin chairs campaign

Find us on
and

as ArkBaptNews



Correction
IN THE ARTICLE, “OBU Dat-
ing, Engagement, Marriage Week 
March 1-6” (Feb. 10 issue, page 
10), the week of the event was in-
correctly listed as March 1-6. The 
weeklong event is actually March 
7-12. We apologize for the error.

For more information about 
the week, visit www.obu.edu/elrod 
and click on the Dating, Engage-
ment and Marriage Week link.
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CHERYL E. TURNER

Women’s Motivational
Speaker

Humorist and Storyteller

For information
337-457-8872

2569 Richard School Road
Eunice, LA 70535

cherylrutht@aol.com
sparrowsnestministries.com

Archives
1901-2011

21 years ago - Feb. 1990

• “Ray Branscum and Arlis 
Farris were born in Stone County 
in 1909, where they grew up and 
became lifelong friends. They 
both played basketball in high 
school, often against each other. 
Both became school teachers. 

Their lives took different di-
rections when Branscum surren-
dered to the preaching ministry. 
Farris was promoted to school 
superintendent for the Stone 
County Public School System. 

In their eighty-first year, Far-
ris called Branscum for spiritual 
help, which led to his public pro-
fession of faith. Farris was bap-
tized by Branscum (pictured) as 
authorized by Calvary Church of 
Timbo on Jan. 14, 1990.”

Call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153, 
or email jessica@arkansasbaptist.
org, to suggest possible articles for the 
ABN archives. 

WALNUT RIDGE – Williams Bap-
tist College recently began construc-
tion on a new women’s residence 
hall. The facility, which will be more 
than 9,800 square feet, will house 43 
female students and will cost $1.75 
million. It is scheduled for comple-
tion before the fall semester begins 
in August. 

The new building was designed 
by Brackett-Krennerich Architects of 
Jonesboro.

Enrollment surged at Williams’ 
Walnut Ridge campus last fall, and 
the dorm population jumped 13 
percent, leaving the four-year, liberal 
arts college near capacity on its stu-
dent housing.

Williams begins construction

MEMPHIS, Tenn. – The Baptist 
College of Health Sciences in 
Memphis, Tenn., is a private Chris-
tian college that offers a bachelor 
of science degree in nursing and a 
bachelor of health sciences degree 
with majors in respiratory care, 
diagnostic medical sonography, 
health care management, nuclear 
medicine technology and medical 
radiography.  

Baptist College is accredited by 
the Commission on Colleges of 
the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools to award these 
degrees. The college also partici-
pates in many federal and state fi-
nancial aid programs.

Baptist College provides a qual-
ity education for students, includ-
ing low faculty-student ratios and 
access to advanced medical equip-
ment in simulation laboratories. 
Students get hands-on clinical expe-

rience within the nationally-known 
Memphis medical community. 

The college is dedicated to pro-
viding students with a well-rounded 
education. The Office of Student 
Services offers a wide 
range of campus ac-
tivities, and students 
are expected to per-
form community ser-
vice as part of their 
learning and overall 
development.

Both inside and outside the 
classroom, Baptist College incor-
porates Christ and His teachings 
into students’ education. 

To graduate, all students must 
complete Spiritual Life and Col-
lege Service, a course that requires 
students to participate in the mis-
sion, vision, values and Christian 
heritage of the college.

A Campus Ministries depart-

ment supports a student-led orga-
nization called Brothers and Sisters 
In Christ (B.A.S.I.C.). B.A.S.I.C. 
allows students to live out their 
commitment to Christ through de-

votions and prayer, 
Bible studies and a 
variety of campus-
wide activities. One 
of those activities, 
Spiritual Renewal 
Week, enables stu-
dents to learn from 

guest speakers, enjoy Christian 
music and participate in other ac-
tivities designed to encourage their 
faith development. Students also 
have 24-hour, 7 day-a-week access 
to a chapel for refuge and reflec-
tion. 

For more information on the 
Baptist College of Health Sciences, 
please visit www.bchs.edu or call 
866-575-2247. 

Higher education with higher purpose

Church life
Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, 

will host “The Tabernacle Experi-
ence,” an audio-narrated, interactive 
spiritual journey through a full-scale 
replica of the Old Testament Tab-
ernacle April 2-10. Reservations are 
required for groups of 10 or more. 
For reservations or questions, con-
tact info@crossgate.org, call 501-
262-9779 or visit www.crossgate.org/
tabx.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, 
will hold “Reconnect Recharge Re-
fuel,” a Bible conference and revival 
led by senior adults for all adults and 
families, March 4-6, featuring. guest 
speaker Bill Tolar and musician Rus-
sell Newport.

Bellaire Baptist Church, Der-
mott, will hold a homecoming cel-
ebration March 13, with guest speak-
er Ricky Burke and special guests 
Grace Quartet of Hamburg. Sunday 
school will begin at 9:45 a.m., fol-
lowed by worship at 11 a.m. and a 
potluck lunch.

On the move

Richard Gambill is serving as 
pastor of Second Baptist Church, 
Perryville. 

Darren Ranew resigned as pastor 
of Wiseman Baptist Church, Wise-
man.

Shawn Harris is serving on the 
staff of Central Baptist Church, 
Bald Knob, as youth pastor.

First Baptist Church, Benton-
ville, will hold the “Mugs & Muf-
fins” conference featuring Angie 
Smith, author of the book, “I Will 
Carry You” at 9 a.m. Feb. 26. 

Buckner Baptist Association, 
Mansfield, will hold its annual 
music night March 26 at Parks Bap-
tist Church, Parks, with supper at 6 
p.m. and music at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call Jack Smith at 479-
637-6595.

Mount Olive Baptist Church, 
Crossett, will host “Meet & Meat, 
Wild Game and Fish Feast” at 6 
p.m. Feb. 24.

Union Valley Baptist Church, 
Beebe, will hold the “U R His Fa-
vorite Thing!” women’s conference 
March 18-19, featuring Beloved. For 
more information, call 501-882-6189 
or visit www.unionvalleybaptist.
com. 

To submit your church news to the 
ABN, email jessica@arkansasbaptist.
org, or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153.

Ayoka Pond
Baptist College 

of Health Sciences

BAPtist PrOfiLe



14 February 24, 2011CoMMenTAry

Peter used a highly unusual word 
picture when he said, “There-

fore gird up the loins of your mind” 
(1 Pet. 1:13). I can almost picture 
him pacing in a modern day locker 
room with believers sitting around 
him. It’s as if he has become our 
mental coach and is calling for you 
and I to gather up all the thoughts, 
traditions and temptations that are 
lying scattered around in our brain. 
Of course, not all of them will be 
bad, but like any good coach, Peter 
doesn’t mince words: Some of them 
are aimless and ignorant.

This passage was not meant for 

non-believers. Rather, it was written 
to Christian Jews who were out of 
their homes and enduring persecu-
tion. They were already active and 
educated in traditional religious 
circles. So why would they have ig-
norant and aimless ways?

Do you and I do anything igno-
rant and aimless in our daily lives?  
Are all our church traditions worthy 
to be passed to the next generation? 
Are we actively evaluating our de-
votions, worship and conduct and 
then making appropriate adjust-
ments? Whose responsibility is it to 
ask and answer these questions?

Our heavenly Father expects us to 
do good works, but He also expects 
us to possess pure, holy 
hearts. He judges our 
work and cares deeply 
about what only He 
can see. He not only 
desires good actions, 
but also implores us 
to have fervency, sin-
cerity and passionate 
love for Him and one 
another.

There are a hun-
dred things competing for our atten-
tion daily. It’s easy to go from one 

good thing to another without doing 
a single thing to advance God’s king-

dom. This may 
be exactly what 
Peter was refer-
ring to when 
he called some 
things aimless 
and ignorant.

I don’t know 
about you, but 
I sometimes 
need to be re-
minded to gird 

up the loins of my mind. In fact, I 
need the reminder every day.

The theme in Paul’s letter to the 
Philippian church is mutual 

strength in Christ. Paul encouraged 
the Philippians to 
rejoice in Christ 
in every situation, 
and as he stated, 
“I am able to do 
all things through 
Him who strength-
ens me” (Phil. 
4:13). This proves 
to be correct as 
we daily seek His 
strength.

By choosing to improve your 
personal growth in Christ, you will 
help strengthen the body of Christ. 

Seek to identify someone you can 
walk by and stand with in Christ. 
Visit with this person, make phone 

calls and write 
short notes of en-
couragement. Set 
aside a moment 
each day to pray 
for this person. 
By doing so, you 
will have complet-
ed the charge of 
the Great Com-
mission to “make 
disciples.”

Paul’s prayer for his friends in 
Philippi should be our prayer for 
everyone we know in Christ. Paul 

tells the Philippian church, “And I 
pray this: that your love will keep 
on growing in knowledge and every 
kind of discernment, so that you can 
determine what really matters and 
can be pure and blameless in the 
day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that [comes] through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise 
of God” (Phil. 1:9-11).

Too often we are busy with activi-
ties that are not important and that 
divide our relationship with Christ 
and His body. The result is we are 
filled with emotions and pursuits 
that do not lead to the righteousness 
that comes through Christ. Your 
pursuit of self-improvement must 

not be selfish, but also for those 
with whom you choose to walk.

Paul encouraged the church at 
Rome with these words, “For I want 
very much to see you, that I may 
impart to you some spiritual gift to 
strengthen you, that is, to be mutu-
ally encouraged by each other’s faith, 
both yours and mine” (Rom. 1:11, 
12). Remembering that you are not 
alone is the best asset in Christ. By 
encouraging one another in Christ, 
His body is strengthened.

Self-improvement is for everyone. 
As Christians, we seek the high call-
ing of Christ, but that call is not for 
us alone. His call to salvation is for 
all with whom we come in contact.

When bad things happen that 
are good for the gospel.

Take a look at Philippians 1:12, 
which says, “Now 
I want you to 
know, brothers, 
that what has 
happened to me 
has actually re-
sulted in the ad-
vancement of the 
gospel.”

God’s pur-
poses for us are 
bigger than the 
problems we 
face. Whenever you think all is lost, 
remember what Romans 8:28 says, 
“... all things work together for the 

good of those who love God: those 
who are called according to His pur-
pose.” 

We must not take 
revenge, which is 
not easy, but God’s 
Word teaches that 
His good does 
come.

Life is not about 
me.

Read Philippians 
1:23-24, which says, 
“I have the desire to 
depart and be with 
Christ – which is far 

better – but to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary for you.”

The world tells us we are the most 

important event in life. However, 
God’s Word teaches the opposite 
for those who are Christians.

1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “There-
fore, whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do everything for 
God’s glory.” 

Our human nature makes us 
want others to see how good we are, 
but God wants us to be faithful to 
Him and present His glory every day 
through our lives. Life is not about 
our goodness but about how gra-
cious our heavenly Father is.

Philippians 1:25-26 says, “Since 
I am persuaded of this, I know that 
I will remain and continue with all 
of you for your advancement and 
joy in the faith, so that, because of 

me, your confidence may grow in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you 
again.” We might be led to think 
that Paul is pointing to himself in 
this verse. Rather, he wants the peo-
ple at Philippi to “grow in Christ.” 
Paul’s focus is never on himself, 
for he writes, “I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I now 
live in the flesh, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

Our purpose in Christ is to pro-
claim the message of Christ. 

“And whatever you do, in word or 
in deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through Him” (Col. 
3:17).

I heard someone tell me once 
that “living the Christian life is 

not for wimps.” Take a look at the 
“faith” chapter in Hebrews 11, and 
you will find plenty of support for 
that statement.  

We spend lots of effort and time 
making our lives secure and safe, 
yet it seems God has intentionally 
imbedded grief and pain into His 
purpose for our lives. I’ll be hon-
est and admit that I’ve struggled to 
comprehend why He’d design a plan 
like that. When I’m in the middle 
of difficult circumstances, I don’t 
naturally feel loved by God. Rather, 
I’m often confused and frustrated.

If you were to peek into written 
personal journals of believers, you 
would likely see written heartfelt 
cries of God’s children, begging 
Him for understanding in the mid-
dle of persecution or hardships. We 
express confidence in public, but 
in our hearts, we struggle that God 
would allow such suffering. I won-
der if this broken journey actually 
fascinates God. I picture Him hold-
ing out His arms to us as if we were 
learning to walk and He is lovingly 
coaxing us, “Come on! Keep com-
ing! You are doing great!”

Nowhere in Scripture does God 
promise a life of ease for His follow-

ers. In fact, He pretty much guar-
antees the opposite. 1 Peter 1:6 re-
minds us that trials 
help us grow to be 
the kind of person 
God wants us to be. 
It states, “In this 
you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a 
little while, if need 
be, you have been 
grieved by various 
trials” (NKJV). No-
tice the phrase, “if 
need be.” I’ve un-
derlined it and placed a large ques-
tion mark near this verse. If need be? 

What in the world can that mean?  
Painful trials grow and stretch our 

faith. It’s the tri-
als, the pain, the 
obedience, the 
lack of answers, 
the focusing on 
heaven, and of 
course, the re-
joicing in hard 
times, that shape 
us into God’s 
image. Amaz-
ingly, just as He 
promises, we can 

come out of hard times with a much 
deeper and richer faith.

Bob Williford  
missions ministries team

Arkansas Baptist State Convention
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Plenary SPeaker
DaviD Platt

training SeSSion leader
GeorGe Guthrie

SPecial gueSt
michael carD

Focuses on interpreting and applying the Bible well. 
Ideal for pastors, Sunday school teachers, Bible study leaders  

and anyone who wants to learn more from the Bible.

$50: early registration (before March 23); also, group rate (10 or more)
Includes all sessions, two meals, continental breakfast.

More information: 731.661.5579 or
www.uu.edu/events/readtheBibleForlife

a part of the reaD the BiBle For liFe 
initiative by George Guthrie

Breakout sessions led by faculty of the School of theology and Missions

 ATTENTION PASTORS
 

        Sam Moore is a Southern 
Baptist Evangelist and is available 
for revivals, crusades and harvest 

days. He is also available for 
evangelism/Bible conferences, 

outdoors/men’s hunting events,
 and witness training. 

Call now to schedule for 2010.
 479-381-1170

                                                                         
Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries                                                                             

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Call now to schedule for 2011.

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

FIRST BAPTIST Church, Manila, 
members are committed to going 
wherever God leads to share the 
gospel, whether it’s down the road 
a piece or even across the world in 
West Africa.

Four years ago, the church be-
came an Acts 1:8-focused church 
(see related story on Page 4), making 
a commitment to tell others about 
Jesus at home (Jerusalem), in Ar-
kansas (Judea), in the United States 
(Samaria) and around the world (ut-
termost).

Ferrel Duffel, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, said the church decided 
to become an Acts 1:8 church while 
studying the Book of Acts. They 
came to the realization that being 
a New Testament church was not 
simply about “feathering” their nest. 
Duffel explained, “Our focus had 
to be beyond where we are to the 
world.” 

The church has developed a pro-
gram called Making Manila Our Je-
rusalem to “saturate” the area with 
the gospel.

Through the initiative, members 
participate in a weeklong mission 
trip to Manila, utilizing the same re-
sources necessary for a mission trip 
away from home. They hold back-
yard Bible clubs, prayer walk and 
distribute promotional materials, 
just like any other mission trip. First 
Baptist Church’s outreach efforts at 
home include its “Higher Ground” 
storefront café church ministry in 
the city’s downtown area. The con-
temporary church is designed to 
appeal to people who wouldn’t nor-
mally attend First Baptist Church, 
noted Duffel.

Other aspects of Manila’s Acts 
1:8 plan include participating in a 
variety of “servant evangelism” min-
istries that include ministering at 
the Arkansas Baptist Boy’s Ranch, 
participating in associational mis-
sion activities and sending a team of 
volunteers to serve in the state-wide 
Mississippi River Ministry project.

In North America, the church 
helped new church starts in Nebras-
ka. They are also considering assist-
ing a new church start in Illinois.

portunities has given more church 
members the chance to get involved 
in ministry. 

And that’s a good thing.
“The more that people get in-

volved in missions, the more that 
God will speak in their lives, encour-
aging them to be missional Chris-
tians,” said Russell.

Duffel said since the church ad-
opted the Acts 1:8 initiative, worship 
attendance has more than doubled.

“I want people to know we are not 
without our problems. Any time you 

are obedient, that will take place.”
In the past few weeks, the church 

has had 20 new additions, with at 
least 10 people coming for baptism.

“From a pastor’s point of view, 
spiritually we exceed anything I’ve 
ever seen before,” said Duffel.

Though Russell admits First Bap-
tist doesn’t have everything “figured 
out,” God is at work. 

“We still have our areas to grow, 
but I think God has us going in the 
right direction.” Contact Lisa Watson 
at lisa@arkansasbaptist.org.

Acts 1:8 focus guides First Baptist, Manila

First Baptist has also served for 
the past two years as an engaging 
church, working with the Interna-
tional Mission Board to reach the 
Fulani people group in eastern Sen-
egal. 

Members have taken eight week-
long mission trips to live and min-
ister in Fulani villages in Senegal, 
evangelizing the people and disci-
pling new Christians.

Though the area where the Fu-
lani people live is considered 100 
percent Muslim, Duffel said church 
members are open about sharing 
the gospel with the people. And 
they have had success. 

First Baptist can only send three 
to five teams a year. Because of this, 
they would like to partner with 
other churches to reach all the Fu-
lani people. Two or three churches 
are considering a partnership at this 
time.

“My heart is to send more teams,” 
said Jared Russell, First Baptist 
Church mission pastor. “I’d love to 
see us send 10 teams a year.”

Becoming an Acts 1:8-focused 
church has given church members 
purpose, said Duffel. “For the first 
time, our folks are ministry-focused 
and mission-minded. We under-
stand that Sunday morning is the 
least important thing we do. – Our 
ministry is beyond our doors.”

Acts 1:8 has given the church a 
model to plan all events, said Rus-
sell. Providing more mission op-

First Baptist Church, Manila, members prayer walk in Manila (left) , at the Arkansas Baptist Boys Ranch (center) and in Senegal.
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Tom Elliff, former Ar-
kansas Baptist, nomi-
nated as IMB president.

Former Arkansas 
Baptist pastor plants 
churches in Michigan.

Elliff nominatedAnnie Armstrong
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The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
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Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 
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GuideStone releases pastor tax guide
DALLAS (BP) – Ministers can find additional 

help in preparing their 2010 federal income tax 
returns with the annual Tax Return Preparation 
and Federal Reporting Guide from GuideStone 
Financial Resources of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

The 2011 guide details recent changes to tax 
laws and their effect on ministers. The guide 
includes important tax law changes signed into 
law by President Obama in December.

The guide was written once again by Richard 
Hammar, a CPA, attorney and author who spe-
cializes in legal and tax issues for ministers. The 
guide is edited by GuideStone's compliance staff 
to address the tax issues that affect the greatest 
number of Southern Baptist pastors.

The tax guide can be read in PDF format from 
the GuideStone Web site, www.GuideStone.org/
taxguide. GuideStone participants can order a 
free printed copy by calling 1-888-98-GUIDE (1-
888-984-8433) between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. CST 
Monday-Friday.

A new way to get Bibles into China
SOUTHEAST ASIA (BP) – More than 

13,500 Bibles were distributed in seven days as 
part of Chinese New Year celebrations through-
out Asia. 

At least one volunteer felt the people she met 
were unusually open to the Christian witness.

Sibil Tharp, member of First Baptist Church, 
Las Cruces, N.M., thought the distributions had 
a different feel this year. She started making the 
annual volunteer trip five years ago and, while 
she didn't see a rise in the number of Bibles 

given out, she did see a different reaction from 
the tourists this time.

"I don't know how to explain it except that 
God seems to be everywhere," the volunteer said, 
noting that three Chinese made decisions to fol-
low Jesus this week. "The Chinese are looking us 
in the faces, making eye contact and smiling."

Volunteers from six different states and two 
countries partnered in the Southern Cross proj-
ect, a Chinese Bible distribution ministry based 
in three countries in Asia that seeks to get as 
many Bibles as possible into the hands of Chi-
nese tourists. 

Due to Chinese government regulations, Bi-
bles are difficult to obtain in China. However, 
the Chinese are allowed to bring a Chinese Bible 
home with them from a trip abroad.

African youth commit to abstinence
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – The number of 

commitments by African youth to biblical purity 
through True Love Waits International stands 
at more than 959,000 since LifeWay Christian 
Resources launched its strategic initiative there 
in the summer of 2007.

During that three-and-a-half-year period, 
more than 1.6 million young people in Africa 
heard the True Love Waits message promoting 
sexual abstinence until marriage. In addition, 
nearly 46,000 married adults have committed to 
faithfulness, and more than 41,600 decisions to 
follow Jesus Christ have been recorded by True 
Love Waits team members.

From April to October 2010, the total grew 
by more than 70,000 African youth, according 
to program leaders.
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