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LITTLE ROCK – Robert 
Jeffress, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, 
a Fox News contributor 
and spiritual advisor to 
President Donald Trump, 
is the keynote speaker for 
Faith Talk 99.5’s fourth 
annual pastor’s appre-
ciation lunch April 26 at 
Noah’s event venue, 21 

Rahl ing 
Cir., Lit-
tle Rock. 

S t e v e 
Marston, 
F a i t h 
T a l k 
99.5 op-
erations 
manager, 
said the 

luncheon is free to all pas-
tors serving in churches in 
central Arkansas. 

The Christian radio 
station has featured a 
number of prominent 
speakers at the luncheon, 
including Tony Evans, pas-
tor, speaker and author; 
Alistair Begg of Truth for 
Life Ministries, and Jack 
Graham, pastor of Pres-
tonwood Baptist Church 
in Dallas. 

Due to limited space 
at the luncheon venue, 
pastors are encouraged 
to RSVP online at faith-
talk995.com using the 
keyword “pastor,” said 
Marston.

“We’re expecting a full 
house again this year. 
We’ve got a bunch of re-
ally nice door prizes and 
for the first time this year 
we’re going to do the ‘pas-
tor’s sword drill champi-
onship.’ The same game 
that a lot of us grew up 
doing in Sunday school 
as kids, the pastors will 
do. It should liven things 
up quite a bit, but more 
than all that, this event 
is designed for us to say, 
‘Thank you,’ to all our 
pastors for all that they do 
for us, and the best part of 
it all is that it’s free,” said 
Marston. 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Jeffress to keynote pastor
appreciation luncheon

SBC Executive Committee’s Page 
resigns over ‘personal failing’
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Frank S. Page resigned as 
president and chief executive 
officer of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s (SBC) Execu-
tive Committee (EC) March 
27 over what is described as “a 
morally inappropriate relation-
ship in the recent past.” 

Florida pastor Stephen 
Rummage, chairman of the 
Executive Committee, released 
a 300-word statement on be-
half of the EC’s officers not-
ing the circumstances of Page’s 
resignation: 

“Last evening, the officers 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention Executive Committee 
met via phone conference with 
Dr. Frank Page during which 
he announced his plans for re-
tirement. Today, I spoke with 
Dr. Page and learned that his 
retirement announcement was 
precipitated by a morally inap-
propriate relationship in the 
recent past. 

“This news will, we under-
stand, bring great sorrow. I 
have shared with the Execu-
tive Committee officers what 
Dr. Page shared with me,  
including Dr. Page’s repen-
tance and deep regret that his 
actions have caused pain for 
others. 

“My heart is broken for Dr. 
Page, his family and everyone 
affected,” Rummage, senior 

pastor of Bell Shoals Baptist 
Church in Brandon, Fla., said. 
“I believe I speak for the en-
tire Executive Committee in 
saying that we are committed 
to provide them the spiritual 
and emotional support they 
need in the coming days. We 
also recognize the stewardship 
we owe Southern Baptists and 
the watching world to commu-
nicate with truth and candor 
and to honor the Lord in our 
actions and decisions. 

“I call upon all Southern 
Baptists to pray for everyone 
involved in a situation like 
this, and especially for Dr. and 
Mrs. Page. Please pray for the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
and all that is entrusted to the 
Executive Committee. 

“As officers, we are commit-
ted to provide leadership that 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion will recognize and trust. 
To those ends, in keeping with 
our Executive Committee by-
laws, we will be working on 
a plan to provide for interim 
transition in the wake of Dr. 
Page’s immediate departure 
and also to conduct a search 
for the next president and 
CEO of the SBC Executive 
Committee. I am personally 
counting on the prayers of 
Southern Baptists, as I know 
are all who serve on our SBC 
Executive Committee.” 

Page released a statement 
following his resignation: 

“It is with deep regret that 
I tender my resignation from 
the SBC Executive Committee 
and announce my retirement 
from active ministry, effective 
immediately. As a result of a 
personal failing, I have embar-
rassed my family, my Lord, 
myself, and the Kingdom. 
Out of a desire to protect my 
family and those I have hurt, I 
initially announced my retire-
ment earlier today without a 
complete explanation. How-
ever, after further wrestling 
with my personal indiscretion, 
it became apparent to me that 
this situation must be acknowl-
edged in a more forthright 
manner. It is my most earnest 
desire in the days to come to 
rebuild the fabric of trust with 
my wife and daughters, those 
who know me best and love 
me most.” 

Page, 65, as EC president, 
has held a key role in co-
ordinating the work of the 
SBC’s national ministries, 
encompassing two mission 
boards, six seminaries and 
other entities, overseeing a  
Cooperative Program budget 
of nearly $200 million yearly. 
Page’s work also included 
building relationships with 
42 state and regional Baptist 
conventions and 47,000-plus 

Southern Baptist churches in 
all 50 states. 

Page was the 2006-08 presi-
dent of the SBC, elected to the 
post as pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Taylors, S.C. 

Before being elected as EC 
president in 2010, Page was 
serving as vice president of 
evangelization for the North 
American Mission Board from 
2009-10. 

Among the hallmarks of 
Page’s eight years as EC presi-
dent have been strong calls for 
personal evangelism, support 
for the Cooperative Program 
channel of Southern Baptist 
missions and ministry support, 
and the inclusion of numerous 
ethnic groups, women, young 
leaders and small-church pas-
tors in the life of the conven-
tion. 

The Pages have two daugh-
ters, Laura and Allison; a 
third daughter, Melissa, died 
in 2009. 

FBC, Sutherland Springs, launches building project
SAN ANTONIO (BP) – First 
Baptist Church, Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, the Southern 
Baptist congregation whose 
members were targeted by a 
gunman in one of the worst 
mass shootings in U.S. histo-
ry, will begin construction of a 
new worship center and educa-
tion building in May. 

Plans were announced 
March 27 by Frank Pomeroy, 
the church’s pastor. The North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB) will accept donations 
for the project. If donations do 
not cover all of the construc-
tion expenses, NAMB will 
cover any remaining costs. 

“Our primary goal is to lift 
up Jesus in our community,” 
Pomeroy said. “Sutherland 
Springs has a certain distinc-
tion because of the enormity 

of the tragedy that took place 
at our church, but every com-
munity is touched by tragedy. 
Every family and every person 
has hurts and sorrows. We 
want to be a lighthouse. The 
light of the gospel shines hope, 
even in the deepest darkness.” 

Pomeroy said the new facili-
ties will put the church in an 
even better position to serve 
others. 

“We are grateful for the 
outpouring of prayers, for the 
love that we have felt,” Pome-
roy said. “So many have done 
so much for us, and it has been 
a huge blessing. The purpose 
of these new buildings will be 
to serve God and serve others. 
That is why we exist.” 

NAMB President Kevin 
Ezell raised the issue of a new 
building with Pomeroy in a 

Jeffress

Page

First Baptist Church, Sutherland Springs, Texas, will begin construction on two new 
buildings in May. The church was the site of one of the worst mass shootings in U.S. 
history when a gunman killed 26 worshippers on Nov. 5, 2017.

conversation near the end of 
2017. NAMB asked Myrick 
Gurosky and Associates in 

Birmingham, Ala., to lead in 
the development, design and 
construction of the buildings.
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Health care sharing ministries offer
alternative to traditional insurance Williams Baptist College 

included in film location

WALNUT RIDGE – Wil-
liams Baptist College is 
included among the lo-
cations for an upcoming 
film to be shot in Walnut 
Ridge May 15-30.

Jason Allen of Phoenix, 
Ariz., a native of Walnut 
Ridge, has returned to 
his hometown to conduct 
auditions for the film, 
“Hello, Are You There?”

According to an article 
published 
online by 
The Times 
Dispatch, 
Allen is 
owner of 
He Said 
She Said 
P r o d u c -
t i o n s . 
A l l e n 

wrote and will direct the 
film, which he calls a fan-
tasy drama. 

About 80 people audi-
tioned for the film during 
a casting call held by Allen 
at The Venue in down-
town Walnut Ridge, The 
Times Dispatch reported.

Allen told the newspa-
per that auditions “went 
great,” with many audi-
tions coming from out-of-
state and Little Rock. He 
said that a number of Law-
rence County locals will be 
selected for speaking and 
day-player roles.

Others auditioning 
for possible roles in the 
film were expected to 
come from such places as 
New York City, Alabama, 
Memphis, Fayetteville and 
Jonesboro.

Allen said filming will 
take place in downtown 
Walnut Ridge, includ-
ing the Dark Side Coffee 
House, The Times Dispatch 
offices and Williams Bap-
tist College, as well as at a 
couple of local homes, the 
newspaper reported.

Brett Cooper, vice 
president for institutional 
advancement at Williams, 
had lunch with Allen and 
gave him a campus tour.

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

TIRED OF THE skyrocket-
ing increases in your health 
insurance premiums? Unable 
to have access to an employer-
based health insurance plan? 
Reluctant to pay premiums to 
health insurance companies 
that reimburse for procedures 
contrary to your Christian 
faith?

If you answered “Yes” to 
any of those questions, then a 
Christian health care sharing 
ministry (HCSM) might be 
worth considering. A Chris-
tian HCSM is not health in-
surance, and it is not health 
care. Rather, it is a group of 
Christians coming to-
gether to cover one 
another’s medical ex-
penses. Although these 
plans are not health in-
surance, members of 
these plans are exempt 
from the Affordable 
Care Act individual 
mandate and penalty-
tax (in effect until 2019).

These plans have been 
around for decades but seem 
to be growing in popularity in 
recent years due to the insta-
bility in today’s health insur-
ance marketplace. One article, 
“Why Desperate Families Are 
Getting Religion on Health 
Coverage,” on politico.com 
reported that an estimated 
1.1 million people are cur-
rently enrolled in a faith-based 
HCSM.

Membership in the three 
largest HCSMs — Samaritan 
Ministries, Medi-Share and 

Christian Healthcare Minis-
tries, which together account 
for 85 percent of all people 
participating in HCSMs — has 
more than doubled to 872,000 
this year, up from 350,000 in 
2014 and 175,000 in 2012, ac-
cording to consumerreports.
org.

Pros and cons
The plans offered by each 

company generally cost sub-
stantially less than traditional 
health insurance, sometimes 
as much as 50 percent less 
than health insurance avail-
able on the open market.

Beyond cost savings, anoth-
er benefit attractive to Chris-
tians is the opportunity to pray 

with and for 
others in the 
HCSM. One 
woman report-
ed receiving a 
call from her 
HCSM while 
her daughter 
was in the 
e m e r g e n c y 

room; the HCSM representa-
tive offered to pray with her, 
according to politico.com.

While each HCSM compa-
ny varies in its approach, each 
has certain lifestyle expecta-
tions of its members, such 
as those related to smoking, 
drinking or using illegal drugs. 
Also the companies exclude 
any reimbursement for claims 
such as abortion, gender-
reassignment surgery or inju-
ries from a car accident if the 
HCSM member was driving 
while intoxicated.

Critics warn that HCSMs 

don’t come with the same 
protections or comprehensive 
coverage as traditional health 
insurance, and most typically 
exclude a long list of medical 
services, including prescrip-
tion drugs for chronic condi-

tions and most dental 
and vision care, ac-
cording to consumer-
reports.org.

GuideStone Finan-
cial Resources, which 
provides insurance to 
thousands of South-
ern Baptist ministers, 
urged caution when 

considering an HCSM, stat-
ing, “If you’re looking for a 
lower-cost health coverage op-
tion, you might be tempted to 
swap your GuideStone Person-
al Plans coverage for a Chris-
tian medical sharing plan. 
While the monthly cost of a 
medical sharing ministry can 
be less, the trade-off is these 
plans can leave you exposed to 
significant financial and medi-
cal risks.”

The GuideStone article pre-
sented a chart comparing the 
out-of-pocket costs and ben-
efits of the typical health shar-

ing ministry with the benefits 
of GuideStone’s Value Health 
5000 PPO plan.

Personal testimonies
Arkansas Baptist News car-

toonist Gary Thomas and his 
family have been affiliated 
with an HCSM since the early 
1990s. He described his sav-
ings from his former insur-
ance premium to his current 
HCSM monthly commitment 
as a “blessing,” and he believes 
that the lifestyle standards 
required by the HCSMs “en-
courage people to live moral 
and upright lives.”

Thomas cautions that 
HCSM members have to sub-
mit their own paperwork, rath-
er than relying on insurance 
companies to submit claims, 
and that reimbursements may 
sometimes take a few months 
to receive. Still, he said if he 
alerts medical practices that 
he is a member of an HCSM, 
he is often able to make low 
monthly payments until the 
reimbursement arrives.

Reg Hamman, a member 
of Park Hill Baptist Church in 
North Little Rock, said he has 
had a “wonderful experience” 
with his HCSM. He and his 
family have been HCSM mem-
bers for years.  Even with a few 
surgeries through the years, 
“All of my expenses have been 
taken care of. It’s been great 
for us,” he said.

Hamman, who has recom-
mended HCSMs to many peo-
ple, appreciates the fact that 
by being a HCSM member, 
he “doesn’t have bureaucrats 
determining my healthcare,” 
and he resonates with the phi-
losophy of “partnering with 
Christians rather than with 
the world.”

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Thomas Hamman

NEW CROSS CHURCH CAMPUS OPENS – Cross Church opened its newest Fayetteville campus with a ribbon-cutting Feb. 
20. The first worship service was held in the facility on Sunday, Feb. 25. The 57,000 square-foot worship center, located on the 
southeast corner of Wedington Drive and Interstate 49 at 2801 W. McMillan Dr., seats 900 and has parking for 600 cars. Cross 
Church said the facility will enable it to better reach and serve the families and collegiate students living in Fayetteville and the 
surrounding communities. The pastor of Cross Church, Fayetteville, Nick Floyd, is son of Cross Church Senior Pastor Ronnie Floyd.

Christian health care sharing ministries (HCSM) are growing in popularity. 

Allen
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Thankfully, I survived the flu. Now what?
I was one of many Arkan-

sans to contract the flu this 
past winter.

Thankfully, I was also 
among those to survive it.

In the latest report by the 
Arkansas Department of 
Health (ADH) March 27, 
since Oct. 1, 2017, more than 
52,600 positive influenza 
tests have been reported to 
the agency’s 
online data-
base by health 
care provid-
ers across the 
state.

In week 12 (ending March 
24), 37 counties reported 
influenza cases, with the 
majority of reports coming 
from Pulaski, White, Benton, 
Jefferson, Independence, Se-
bastian, Craighead, Faulkner, 
Washington, Desha and 
Greene counties.

To date, 205 influenza-relat-
ed deaths have been reported 
in Arkansas this flu season, 
200 adults and five children, 
the ADH reported.

The death toll in Arkansas 
is one of the deadliest on 
record since the ADH began 
tracking flu deaths in 2000.

For me, it is one of the first 
times – if not the first time – I 
recall having a severe bout of 
the flu, and it was downright 
ugly.

I not only felt lousy, but 
also couldn’t breathe or carry 
on normal activities of life.

That’s not good for a 
newspaper editor who has a 
constant stream of deadlines 
to meet.

I was so sick that I missed 
attending the annual meeting 
of the Association of State 
Baptist Publications Feb. 
12-15 in Galveston, Texas, 
where I was installed as presi-
dent of the organization for 

2018-19.
However, for me, God used 

the time I was down with the 
flu to direct my attention on 
several important matters.

When you are lying around 
feeling miserable, you don’t 
want to do much of anything. 
It sounds fun to be home and 
watch an endless stream of 
movies, TV shows and such, 

but that’s not 
me.

Uninter-
rupted down-
time for me 
leaves lots of 

time to think and to pray.
One of the things I pon-

dered at length was the state 
of the world and my responsi-
bility in making Jesus Christ 
known to those who are lost 
and dying without Him.

That conviction led me to 
realize my health for the task 
yet ahead – with current flu 
circumstances notwithstand-
ing – wasn’t the best.

As a longtime sinus and 
allergy sufferer, I decided to 
have sinus reconstruction 
surgery about a year ago in an 
attempt to address ongoing 
chronic issues.

While the surgery has defi-
nitely helped my condition 
– along with ongoing steroid 
maintenance treatments – I 
still haven’t felt my best.

Just like a holistic approach 
to faith, I decided to investi-
gate a holistic approach to my 
sinus and allergy condition.

Listening to the advice of 
others, and by reading numer-
ous articles, I ran across infor-
mation on the benefits of an 
anti-inflammatory diet.

Processed food appears to 
be the biggest culprit, so over 
the past six weeks or so I have 
eliminated most all of them 
– opting for healthier choices 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

that include lots of vegetables, 
greens, lean meats and such.

It is an approach that has 
been advocated by those with 
autoimmune diseases that 
result in rheumatoid arthri-
tis, depression and chronic 
fatigue – among other health 
issues.

As a part of my new way of 
eating (I don’t call it a diet), 
I have largely eliminated re-
fined sugars, gluten and dairy 
from my diet.

So far, the results are very 
promising.

– After being physically 
weak following the flu, I now 
find myself having energy 
at the end of the workday – 
rather than having the desire 
to head for the couch.

– I have lost weight.

– I am more mentally fo-
cused.

While I occasionally find 
myself longing for sweets or 
bread, my new way of eating 
and seeing food as a tool to 
better health has me sticking 
with my goal to eliminate the 
causes of inflammation in my 
body.

Another positive outcome 
is that God is using this time 
to refocus my attention to 
the task at hand – furthering 
His mission on earth through 
my personal ministry and 
through the work I do at the 
state Baptist newspaper.

As I have mentioned before 
in this space, the challenges 
of publishing are many today 
and will not be addressed 
solely through social media 

and the distribution of digital 
media.

There is a balance to be 
struck between digital and 
print media in the years 
ahead, and it will take clear 
thinking and lots of prayer to 
figure out the best way to tell 
the story of how God is using 
Arkansas Baptists to further 
the cause of Jesus Christ in 
our beloved state.

The strategy of our state 
Baptist newspaper must be 
excellent, God-honoring and 
effective and it will take hard 
work, energy, focus and lots of 
prayer to make that a reality 
for generations of Arkansas 
Baptists to come.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.
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it about himself – his insecu-
rities, questions and excuses. 
But, the whole passage was 
really all about God. Who is 
God? What obstacles could 
possibly exist in the presence 
of God? How does God work 
through people like Moses? 

It was about God fulfilling 
His promises, God working 
His redemption, God dis-
playing His power and God 
choosing to work through 

man. 
What hit 

me the hard-
est was the 
realization that 
I have always 

read this passage with Moses 
in the forefront because I 
have this rotten tendency to 
see mankind as being much 
bigger than truth allows. I 
see bigness in myself and my 
circumstances. When I turn 
it around and look at it with 
God in the forefront, I see 
a different picture – one in 
which I and my circumstances 
are very small and my excuses 
are petty and lame. 

I prefer to make much of 

Perspective
O ften I hear the following statement – or a variant 

thereof: “I don’t need reason; I have faith!” The 
idea is that faith and reason are opposed to one another. 
If one has faith, so the idea goes, then one doesn’t need 
reason. But such an idea just isn’t so.   

To a certain extent, I get the sentiment. Even if we 
don’t completely understand some aspect of our faith, we 
should still believe. While the sentiment may be admi-
rable, the idea is a bit off. The Christian faith is a rational 
faith. That’s not to say that we completely understand all 
the mysteries of the faith, but just because a doctrine may 
be somewhat difficult to understand doesn’t mean it is ir-
rational. 

Even atheists have 
grabbed hold of this er-
roneous faith/reason di-
chotomy. In his book, “A 
Manual for Creating Athe-
ists,” Peter Boghossian 

wrote, “If one had sufficient evidence to warrant belief in 
a particular claim, then one wouldn’t believe the claim on 
the basis of faith. ‘Faith’ is the word one uses when one 
does not have enough evidence to justify holding a belief, 
but … goes ahead and believes anyway.” 

Boghossian continued by defining “faith” as “pretend-
ing to know things you don’t know.” Faith, according to 
Boghossian, is believing without reason. But this has never 
been the Christian understanding of faith – not in a wide 
sense – and it isn’t a biblical understanding of faith. 

So what is biblical faith? The author of Hebrews wrote, 
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the con-
viction of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1, ESV). 

Though an exegetical description of this passage would 
be a great exercise, we need not do 
that for our purposes. I simply ask 
this: Does the description given in 
Hebrews indicate that faith must be 
an irrational belief? It doesn’t seem 
so to me. Granted, we may not have 
complete surety about Christian be-
liefs, but that doesn’t mean we are ir-
rational or crazy for believing them. 

For example, you are probably sitting down as you read 
this column. Are you completely sure that the chair you 
are sitting in will continue to hold you? No, you can’t be 
completely sure, because it is possible that there is some 
weakness in the chair that you don’t know about. But does 
this lack of surety mean you are irrational for sitting in the 
chair? Of course not! And just as with sitting in the chair, 
there are many areas in life we just cannot be completely 
certain about but yet we believe anyway – and reasonably 
so. 

Lacking certainty about something doesn’t mean one 
is foolish for believing it. Christian philosophers William 
Lane Craig and J.P. Moreland in “Philosophical Founda-
tions” described the biblical idea of faith in this way: “In 
Scripture, faith involves placing trust in what you have rea-
son to believe is true. Faith is not a blind, irrational leap 
into the dark.” The Christian faith isn’t a belief without 
reason or evidence. We have many good reasons to hold 
Christian beliefs.

Perhaps the medieval theologian Anselm of Canterbury 
can give some guidance here. He wrote, “I believe that I 
may understand.” Anselm was claiming that belief and 
understanding may be different things, but neither should 
be jettisoned. In fact, the embrace of one may lead to the 
flourishing of the other.   

So I would encourage you with this: Don’t view faith 
and reason as opposed to one another, but as attributes 
that go better together. 

Chad Meeks is associate pastor of youth and discipleship at 
Cedar Heights Baptist Church in North Little Rock.

Deep Waters
Chad Meeks

A rational faith

Atheism and Americans ages 8-23

A few months ago, I was 
preparing a Sunday 

school lesson from Exodus. 
We were going to study the 
story of Moses and the burn-
ing bush, a story so familiar 
that I expected it to be an easy 
lesson to prepare and teach. 

I was wrong. 
It’s funny how the Holy 

Spirit catches us off guard, 
isn’t it? We sit down to read a 
familiar passage and don’t ex-
pect anything 
new. I should 
know better by 
now. I’ve been 
caught by sur-
prise by famil-
iar passages many times. Yet, 
time and again I approach 
Scripture with familiarity in-
stead of expectation. 

On this particular occasion, 
I was prepared to teach a les-
son focusing on Moses. Who 
was Moses? What excuses 
did he make? How did God 
work through Moses? As I 
read, though, I realized some-
thing. The story wasn’t about 
Moses, though Moses thought 
it was. He kept trying to make 

Moses because it makes me 
feel better about myself. But 
Scripture never makes much 
of man. It makes much of 
God. 

Here’s the delightful part. 
We think focusing on the peo-
ple of Scripture strengthens 
and encourages us, but our 
precious and personal Lord 
has always known that to be 
false. He gave us His Word 
not to show us the stories of 
the people who chose to walk 
with or against Him, but to 
show His glory, power, might 
and love as revealed through 
those stories; to show that 
there is no sorrow He doesn’t 
see, no victory that He is not 
responsible for and no story 
of which He is not the star. 
That is as true in my life as it 
was in the life of Moses. 

Sometimes I just need a 
perspective shift to remind 
me of that truth. And, thank-
fully, His Word and His Holy 
Spirit are both perfectly ca-
pable of ensuring I get it.

Ann Hibbard is a member of 
East End Baptist Church in East 
End.

T he percentage of Gen-
eration Z self-identifying 

as “atheist” is double that of 
the adult U.S. population, ac-
cording to a Barna Research 
Group study published this 
past month. Generation Z is 
the generation born between 
1995 and 2010 (currently be-
tween the ages of 8 and 23). 
For the past two decades, soci-
ologists and missiologists have 
predicted that 
this genera-
tion would be 
the first true 
post-Christian 
generation in 
America. The 
recent Barna study confirms 
the forecast.

Studies also indicate that 
Gen Zs are slow to trust peo-
ple whom they do not know; 
are most comfortable in a 
small group of close “family-
like” friends; and are looking 
for real answers, clear instruc-
tions and personal training. 
Many missiologists, church 
planters, church revitalizers, 
pastors and student pastors 
have attempted to get ahead 
of the inevitable shift with 
various methodologies and 
models. Some have worked; 

some have not. Others are too 
new to evaluate.  

At First Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith, our children’s 
pastor, Matt Passmore; our 
student pastor, Daniel Stew-
art, and I have had some 
serious discussions on this 
matter. We certainly don’t 
have all the answers, but here 
are some conclusions we have 
drawn:

1) Bible-first, 
small-group 
discipleship of 
three to five 
people with 
high account-
ability is a 

must. This generation wants 
clear instruction, measurable 
goals and high accountability. 
The Bible must be taught 
uncompromisingly as the pri-
mary resource for understand-
ing truth and reality.

2) Gen Zs need to be en-
couraged and coached in 
using the Internet to get good, 
trustworthy answers. They are 
using it anyway as a primary 
source for learning and verifi-
cation of what they hear. Pas-
tor, while you are preaching, 
this age group is “Googling” 
words, phrases, concepts and 

ideas to get more information 
and to verify that what you 
are saying has merit. They 
need to know who the intelli-
gent, trustworthy and biblical-
ly sound bloggers, podcasters 
and social media voices are 
and how to tell the difference 
between good theological in-
formation and bad.

3) There must be intention-
al “disciple-maker” training, 
accompanied by an expecta-
tion and opportunities for 
them to do it.

4) Many in this generation 
hunger for multi-generational 
relationships – real relation-
ships. More than other 
generations, they distinguish 
between “fake relationships” 
and real ones. By the way, 
that whole “stand-up-and-
greet-handshake-thing” some 
churches do is perceived as 
forced, contrived and fake. 
Yes, I’m sorry, I just offended 
the boomer and builder gen-
erations, but it’s true. Ask 
your grandchildren.

5) We must be clear on our 
doctrine of salvation. Salva-
tion is not walking an aisle, 
repeating a prayer, agreeing 

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

See ATHEISM page 6
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with four diagnostic ques-
tions, being baptized or hav-
ing an emotional experience. 
Salvation comes when people 
are broken by the Holy Spirit, 
see their sinful state, repent, 
throw themselves on the 
mercy of God’s holy court, 
believe in the crucifixion and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ 
and acknowledge that He is 
Lord. 

We must stop “having 
church” and start “being the 
church.” This generation 
and the three preceding gen-
erations have seen too much 
“fake religion” and very little 
real Christianity. It is time to 
get real.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evange-
lism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith.  

200 ATTEND RADIANT – Megan Fate Marshmann of Long Beach, Calif., an author and director of women’s ministries at 
Hume Lake Christian Camps, speaks to more than 200 young women gathered for Radiant retreat Feb. 16-18 at Camp Siloam. 
Worship was led by Caity Peters, also from Long Beach, who was featured on Season 10 of NBC’s  “The Voice” TV show. “I had 
so much fun and learned so much. I loved Meg, and I felt as if this camp helped me come closer to God,” said Maggie McHenry 
of Central Baptist Church, Magnolia. “I loved Caity’s voice and the songs! I cannot wait to come back next year! This experience 
was amazing and life-changing!”

Learning to survive 
springtime allergies
SPRING BRINGS some of the 
most beautiful days of the year, 
but with high pollen counts 
and an excess of allergens in 
the air, those with allergies are 
often unable to enjoy them. 

If you frequently find your 
spring days ruined by sneezing, 
a runny nose or itchy throat, 
follow the simple rules 
below to help you 
breathe easy all season 
long. 

Spring clean. You 
may not be able to con-
trol the amount of al-
lergens outside, but you 
can control the amount 
in your home. Frequently dust, 
wipe down and vacuum to en-
sure your sinuses get a break 
from irritants while indoors. 

Keep windows closed. Fill-
ing your home with fresh air 
is also an easy way to fill your 
home with pollen. If you want 
to experience a nice spring 
breeze, enjoy it outside to keep 
your home a haven from aller-
gens. 

Change air filters. Change 
your air filters every three 
months to reduce indoor irri-
tants. Make sure your filter has 
a MERV rating of 11 or 12. 

Wash up. Pollen can fall on 

your clothes and body after 
spending time outside, and it 
will remain there if you don’t 
wash the allergens off. When 
you get home for the night, 
change into fresh, irritant-free 
clothes and take a shower to 
knock off allergens. 

Stay inside midday. Pollen 
counts are typically at 
their highest during 
the middle of the day. 
Enjoy outdoor activi-
ties in the morning or 
evening to reduce your 
exposure. 

Rinse nasal passages. 
Use a saline solution 

once or twice a day to remove 
irritants and reduce conges-
tion. 

Take an antihistamine. If 
you plan to spend an extended 
amount of time outside, take 
an antihistamine two hours 
prior. 

Talk to a specialist. Though 
following the above rules can 
help reduce your allergy symp-
toms, serious allergies should 
be treated by a physician for 
true relief. 

This article originally appeared 
on the Baptist Health BHealthy 
blog at baptist-health.com/
bhealthy.

Ministry 
Opportunity

 Contact: David Perry at (501) 376-4791 ext. 5167 or dperry@abchomes.org.

Responsible for oversight of 
a 48-bed residential facility 

in Monticello, Ark.
This ministry provides 

residential care for boys 
and girls, ages 5 through 
high school, in six family 

homes. A master’s degree 
in a human services field is 

preferred. 

Campus Director:
Baptist Home for Children, 

Monticello. 

Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2018-19.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Call Barbara at 800-838-2272, ext. 5156
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Ark. Right to Life advocates for the unborn
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – No one 
was more surprised by the an-
nouncement that the Catho-
lic Diocese of Little Rock was 
withdrawing funding from Ar-
kansas Right to Life than the 
leader of the 44-year-old pro-
life advocacy 
group.

After all, 
when the 
non -p ro f i t 
organization was formed in 
1974, the support and finan-
cial assistance of the Bishop 
of the Diocese of Little Rock 
helped make it possible, ac-
cording to Rose Mimms, ex-
ecutive director of Arkansas 
Right to Life.

The dissatisfaction of the 
Diocese was with Arkansas 
Right to Life’s selection of 
the keynote speaker for its an-
nual March for Life at 
the Arkansas Capitol 
in January, Attorney 
General Leslie Rut-
ledge, who, in addi-
tion to being a strong 
supporter of pro-life 
causes, is also a sup-
porter of capital pun-
ishment.

“We were asked by the 
Bishop of the Diocese to dis-
invite Rutledge because of her 
role in the executions that oc-
curred in Arkansas in 2017,” 
said Mimms. After Mimms 
met with her board, Arkansas 
Right to Life decided to stick 
with its decision and issued 
the following statement:

“The 40th annual Arkan-
sas March for Life will go on 
as planned. Arkansas Right 
to Life is a single-issue orga-
nization dedicated to seeking 
protection for the lives of in-
nocent unborn children. We 
hope that everyone who shares 
our views, that innocent un-
born children should be pro-
tected, will support and attend 
the march, regardless of their 
views on other issues in which 
Arkansas Right to Life does 
not take a stand. Arkansas 
Right to Life is and has always 
been a single issue, right to life 
organization.”

March attendance down
Attendance at the 2018 

March for Life was down from 
previous years.

In February, Arkansas 

Right to Life received a letter 
from Bishop Anthony F. Tay-
lor advising that the Diocesan 
subsidy of $5,000 annually was 
ending because he felt it was 
“inappropriate,” said Mimms.

The letter from Taylor read 
in part, “(I)n January it be-
came clear that Arkansas Right 
to Life’s focus is not as inclu-

sive as the 
reaching of 
the Catholic 
Church on 
the dignity 

and sanctity of all human life 
as evidenced by your choice of 
Attorney General Leslie Rut-
ledge as the primary speaker 
for this year’s Rally for Life 
(sic), which made it impossible 
for me to promote or partici-
pate in that event.”

Mimms reiterated that Tay-
lor “did offer us the oppor-
tunity to apply for a pro-life 
grant and I have done that,” 

adding, “The Diocesan 
subsidy was not a huge 
amount of money, but 
we counted on it and 
we are working to re-
coup that loss.”

Larry Page, execu-
tive director of the Ar-
kansas Faith and Eth-

ics Council, said some 
who seek to defend and advo-
cate for unborn children in 
the context of legalized abor-
tion are accused of hypocrisy 
when they do not oppose and 
speak out against capital pun-
ishment in the U.S.  

“Those leveling the charge 
have knowingly or unknow-
ingly conflated the term ‘pro-
life.’  The universal and virtu-
ally exclusive understanding 
of what it means to be pro-life 
is to seek to protect defense-
less, innocent human life. One 
who has been charged, tried 
and sentenced to die for a 
capital offense in this country 
by definition is not defenseless 
or innocent. No one reaches 
that point without constitu-
tionally mandated and pro-
tected due process, a fair and 
impartial adjudication before 
a judge and jury of his peers, 
and a near endless stream of 
appeals.” 

Page added, “It is simply dis-
ingenuous to attempt to make 
a case of moral equivalency be-
tween a baby in the womb and 
an adult who, with premedi-
tation and extreme disregard, 
intentionally takes the life of 

another. No matter how much 
effort is expended in using 
cleverly disguised figures of 
speech and rhetorical devices, 
that is a chasm too wide to 
bridge.”

Legislative impact
The impact of the work of 

Arkansas Right to Life is evi-
denced by a list of legislative 
accomplishments the organiza-
tion has supported. 

Perhaps the most significant 
is Amendment 68 to the Ar-
kansas Constitution approved 
in 1988, which states explicitly, 
“No public funds will be used 
to pay for any abortion, except 
to save the mother’s life,” and 
“The policy of Arkansas is to 
protect the life of every unborn 
child from conception until 
birth, to the extent permitted 
by the Federal Constitution.”

More recently, Arkansas 
Right to Life supported the 
passage of the 2009 Partial-
Birth Abortion Ban, legisla-
tion in 2011 to license and 
inspect abortion facilities, 
the state opting out of abor-
tion in the Affordable Care 
Act (Obama Care) in 2013, a 
ban on webcam abortions in 
2015 and the 2017 passage of 
the Unborn Child Protection 
from Dismemberment Abor-
tion measure.

Arkansas has been so suc-
cessful in limiting abortion 
that Americans United for Life 
named it the second most pro-
life state in the U.S.

Mimms said Arkansas gets 
a solid “F” on the National 
Abortion Rights Action 
League Pro-Choice America 
reproductive rights “report 
card.” 

“We wear that as a badge of 
honor,” said Mimms.

As a non-profit public ser-
vice organization, Mimms said 
Arkansas Right to Life’s single-
issue focus is the preservation 
of the lives of the unborn.

“Arkansas Right to Life is 
a nonprofit organization that 
has no religious or political 
affiliation. We focus primar-
ily on abortion because of the 
enormous loss of life over the 
last 45 years as the result of 
legalized abortion and seek 
the help of anyone who agrees 
with us that the killing of un-
born children is wrong, but 
also recognize the impact that 
the loss of the sanctity and 
dignity of human life has on 
those who are weak and vul-
nerable in our society to the 
threats of infanticide and eu-
thanasia,” she said.

“The success of the pro-
life movement and the work 
of Arkansas Right to Life has 
been that we not weaken our 
strength in the defense of 
human life on other outside 
issues that would divide and 
destroy unity which is so criti-
cal to the pro-life movement,” 
Mimms said.

Non-denominational
Mimms, a Catholic, says a 

common misconception about 
Arkansas Right to Life is that 
it is a Catholic organization. In 
actuality it is non-denomina-
tional and maintains a board 
made up of individuals of vari-
ous faiths, including Catho-
lics, Baptists and those who 
are non-denominational.

The president of the Ar-
kansas Right to Life Board of 
Directors is Andy Mayberry 
of Hensley, a member of the 
Arkansas House of Represen-
tatives for District 27, which 
includes portions of Saline 
and Pulaski counties. Mayber-
ry and his wife, Julie, own The 
East Ender newspaper in East 
End in Saline County. Mayber-
ry is a member of a Missionary 
Baptist church.

“I believe that (as a Chris-
tian) we’re supposed to speak 
up for the defenseless, for the 
weak, for the most vulnerable, 
and it doesn’t get any more 
vulnerable than the unborn 
child in the womb,” said May-
berry.

“We’ve had a good working 
relationship with the Catholic 
Church through the years. I’d 
like to have an even stronger 
relationship with them and 
churches of all denomina-
tions.”

The Arkansas Right to Life 
organization complements 
the work of Southern Bap-
tists in Arkansas through 22 
pregnancy care centers located 

Mimms

See UNBORN page 8
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A pro-life display at the offices of Arkansas Right to Life, located at 1515 S. University Ave., Little Rock. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough
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throughout the state that re-
ceive limited funding from the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC). 

Centers the ABSC supports 
by providing $200 per quar-
ter are located in Blytheville, 
Batesville, Little Rock, Mal-
vern, North Little Rock, Rus-
sellville, Clarksville, Wynne, 
Mena, Searcy, El Dorado, 
Monticello, Warren, Pine 
Bluff, Mountain Home, Para-
gould, Rogers, Ash Flat, Ben-
ton, Cabot, Arkadelphia and 
Jonesboro. The ABSC also 
hosts the quarterly meeting 
for the centers and provides 
lunch.

“So many people get us con-
fused with the pregnancy help 
centers or lump us all together 
and think support of one is 
support of all,” said Mimms. 
“While our goal is the same, 
our mission and strategy for 
ending abortion are different. 
They do it one on one, and we 
do it on the mass scale through 
education and pro-life laws. 
Others think we are a Catholic 
organization or a Republican 
organization.

“Arkansas Right to Life is a 

grassroots organization that is 
funded entirely by individuals, 
families and some churches 
through membership dues 
and donations that support 
our educational programs and 
outreach efforts.”

Impact of abortion
Since the Supreme Court 

decision in Roe v. Wade legal-
ized abortion in 1973, the Na-
tional Right to Life estimates 
there have been more than 
60 million abortions in the 
U.S. The number of annual 
legal abortions in the U.S. has 
decreased steadily in the past 
several decades from a high of 
1.6 million in 1990 to 926,000 
in 2015. The Guttmacher In-
stitute attributes the drop in 
abortions to a drop in the 
number of abortion providers 
from a high of 2,918 in 1982 
to 1,671 in 2014.

According to the Arkansas 
Department of Health, there 
were 3,207 induced abortions 
in 2016 (the most recent re-
porting period). Women ages 
20-24 had the largest num-
ber of abortions and were of 
the following ethnicity: black 
(521), white (460), other (88) 
and Hispanic (65). Most abor-
tions in the age group occurred 
at 5 to 6 weeks. An overwhelm-
ing majority of women having 

continued from page 7
UNBORN abortions were unmarried.

Abortion in the U.S. is big 
business, generating at least 
$477 million in revenue an-
nually. Nearly one-third of 
all abortions in the U.S. are 
performed by Planned Parent-
hood, according to the Nation-
al Right to Life. 

Many pro-life proponents 
and legislators who have 
worked for years to defund 
Planned Parenthood were dis-
mayed March 23 when a gov-
ernment funding bill signed 
by President Donald Trump 
provided $500 million in tax-
payer funding for Planned Par-
enthood.

For more information on 
Arkansas Right to Life visit 
artl.org or contact Mimms at 
artl4237@att.net.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

FBC, Walnut Ridge, baptizes 10 during ‘baptism party’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

WALNUT RIDGE – Baptisms 
have been down in recent 
years within the Southern 
Baptist Convention,  
but nobody told First 
Baptist Church, Wal-
nut Ridge. The small 
town church recently 
baptized 10 youth dur-
ing a special “baptism 
party,” March 25.

First Baptist’s youth 
attended One Life 
2018, an event hosted 
by Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, 
March 2-4. 

During One Life sev-
eral youth from First 
Baptist made profes-
sions of faith. Each of 
those who made a profession 
of faith met with church lead-
ership the Sunday following 
the event, and following that, 
eight decided they were ready 
to be baptized.

“We had eight of them that 
were ready to move forward 

with baptism and had a good 
grasp on the decision they had 
made. They wanted to follow 
up their personal confession 
of faith with the public act of 
baptism,” said Jake Guenrich, 

pastor of First Baptist.
In response to the multiple 

youth seeking baptism, First 
Baptist planned a baptism 
party.

“We had our youth praise 
band leading worship, invit-
ed all of our church to come 

and invited the families of all 
of these teenagers to come – 
many of them unchurched,” 
said Guenrich.

During the service the 
eight youth were baptized and 

Guenrich delivered a 
short message and in-
vitation.

“I presented the 
gospel out of Acts 8 
with Philip baptizing 
the Ethiopian,” said 
Guenrich. “I encour-
aged people to come 
and speak with me 
during the time of in-
vitation, and nobody 
had come forward.”

As those in atten-
dance filed out of First 
Baptist’s sanctuary and 
to the other end of the 
church’s facility for a 

time of fellowship, Guenrich 
had another teenage girl ap-
proach him.

“She asked if we could talk 
and said that she needed to 
be saved. … She gave her life 
to Christ right there in the 
church sanctuary,” said Guen-

rich. “She wanted to follow her 
decision up with baptism, so 
we went back to the church fel-
lowship and told them we were 
going to continue the baptism 
party back in the church sanc-
tuary.”

Those fellowshipping came 
back to the sanctuary, and 
Guenrich baptized the girl. As 
he was baptizing her, another 
student came forward.

“One of our sixth grade stu-
dents who had gotten saved 
after Awana about this time 
last year had never followed up 
her decision with baptism,” he 
said. “She said it was time and 
that she wanted to be baptized, 
so we baptized her too.

“We had a good night cel-

ebrating 10 baptisms of teen-
agers who had come to know 
Christ. It’s good stuff,” said 
Guenrich.

“I just witnessed a first! 
Eight youth were baptized to-
night at FBC, Walnut Ridge. 
After service, we were headed 
to the MAC for time of fellow-
ship, Pastor Jake yelled out: 
‘Everyone back to the Worship 
Center. We are going to have 
another baptism,’” said Bob 
Magee, a member of First Bap-
tist Church, Walnut Ridge, in 
an online post. 

“After that baptism, there 
was still another! No one want-
ed to go home,” said Magee.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.First Baptist Church, Walnut Ridge’s student praise band leads 

worship during the church’s recent baptism party March 25. 
Ten students from the church were baptized during the event.
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Blind tape ministry - 1/3 page ad

ABN Day of Prayer set for May 13 
BAPTISTS ACROSS Ar-
kansas are asked to pray for 
God’s work in the Natural 
State during the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) 2018 
Day of Prayer emphasis this 
May. 

“While May 13 is the 
official day of the prayer 
emphasis, church leaders 
may want to incorporate 
Arkansas ministries dur-

ing the National Day of Prayer 
May 3, or even during another 
Sunday or Wednesday night 
during the month,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor/execu-
tive director.

Arkansas Baptists are en-
couraged to have a focused 
time of prayer for the work 
of their state Baptist newspa-
per, as well as the ministries of 
their church, association, insti-

tutions and the state conven-
tion.

“While the ABN staff and 
board of directors desire 
your prayers as we seek to 
further the gospel through 
our own work, we also want 
to draw attention to the 
wide range of kingdom work 
being done by Arkansas Bap-
tists throughout the state,” 
said Yarbrough.

You don’t have to see the  
ABN to hear its stories!

For more information on the ABN’s Blind Tape Ministry  
email abn@arkansasbaptist.org or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Do you know a friend or family member who is legally blind?  
If so, they can receive an audio CD featuring stories read by  

ABN Podcast host Bill Bumpas shipped to their door  
free of charge through the ABN’s Blind Tape Ministry!

OBU approves director of nursing, cites accomplishments
ARKADELPHIA – Members 
of Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity’s Board of Trustees have 
affirmed a major step in 
Ouachita’s plans to establish 
a Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing program, endorsing the ap-
pointment of Brenda Trigg as 
director of nursing.

Trustees also heard posi-
tive updates on enrollment, 
retention and fundraising 
trends during their quarterly 
board meeting held March 8 
on Ouachita’s Arkadelphia 
campus.

The Arkansas State Board 
of Nursing notified Ouachita 
in December that the univer-
sity’s innovative dual enroll-
ment program with Baptist 
Health College Little Rock 
qualifies as an RN to BSN 
completion program, which 
does not require official ap-
proval from the State Board of 
Nursing. The next step is for 
Ouachita to seek approval for 
the program from the Higher 

Learning Commission (HLC), 
including hosting an HLC vis-
iting team on campus.

Pending final HLC approv-
al, Ouachita’s first full cohort 
of freshmen entering the new 
program would enroll for the 
fall 2019 semester. In prepa-
ration for the HLC visit and 
related issues, Trigg will help 
coordinate Ouachita’s plans 
for the HLC review, develop 
course syllabi for the nursing 
courses and help launch the 
new program.

Trigg, who has served more 
than 30 years in the nursing 
profession, is an experienced 
nurse educator. She holds 
degrees from Baptist Health 
School of Nursing in Little 
Rock as a Diploma Registered 
Nurse, bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in nursing from 
the University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences and the Doc-
tor of Nurse Practice degree 
from Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh. She also is certified 

in Gerontology Nurse Practice.
As an educator, she has 

served as a clinical instructor 
at St. Vincent Health Services, 
an assistant professor of nurs-
ing at Henderson State Uni-
versity and professor of nurs-
ing and chair of the Depart-
ment of Nursing at Southern 
Arkansas University. She also 
has taught online courses as an 
adjunct instructor for Cham-
berlain University and Kaplan 
University.

“We are pleased to have Dr. 
Trigg lead our efforts in this 
strategic area of growth,” said 
Ouachita President Ben Sells. 
“Her experience in clinical and 
educational settings will serve 
us well as we launch Ouachi-
ta’s nursing program for the 
benefit of students and to ad-
dress the need for more nurses 
in this state and region.”

In other actions, Sells high-
lighted Ouachita’s theological 
and missional contexts in his 

report to trustees. Affirming 
the theological imperative 
to trust God’s direction for 
Ouachita, he said the univer-
sity’s recent HLC reaccredita-
tion report “demonstrates that 
we excel in delivering Ouachi-
ta’s Christian and academic 
mission.”

In the areas of student en-
rollment and retention, Sells 
reported that student appli-
cations and acceptances for 
the fall 2018 semester are up 
from the previous year. That 
increase follows a 17.9 percent 
gain in the number of first-
time students last fall.

Sells noted that retention 
of first-year students from fall 
2017 to spring 2018 included 
a gain of 73 students over the 
previous year. He said the total 
of 421 students, a 94.6 percent 
fall-to-spring retention rate, 
marks the highest number of 
first-year students on campus 
for the spring semester in the 

past 17 years.
Highlighting recent fund-

raising growth, Sells said gifts 
for the 2017 fiscal year totaled 
more than $12.3 million, an 
increase of almost $5.5 mil-
lion over the previous year. 
This year’s fundraising ef-
forts already have topped $13 
million, with three months  
remaining in the current fiscal 
year.

“The progress on new pro-
grams such as nursing and 
increases in enrollment, reten-
tion and fundraising are fur-
ther evidence that Ouachita is 
rising,” Sells added.

Trustees elected Tabetha 
Bramucci as a new trustee 
to fill the slot vacated by the 
death of Millard Aud in No-
vember. Bramucci, who lives 
in Marion, is a member of 
First Baptist Church of Mari-
on and is active in two family 
businesses. Her daughter, Ally, 
is a freshman at Ouachita.
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C l a s s i f i e d s

First Baptist Church of Lepanto, Arkansas, 
is seeking candidates for a full-time senior 
pastor. Preferred candidate will be an experi-
enced pastor with a seminary degree that aligns 
with Southern Baptist theology and the iner-
rancy of Scripture. He will provide leadership, 
counseling and promote community outreach. 
Resumes and references should be sent to Tim 
Benton at tnrbenton@eritter.net.

Windsor Baptist Church of Imperial,  
Missouri, is seeking candidates for our full-
time senior pastor position. The preferred 
candidate will be an experienced pastor with a 
degree from a seminary in-line with Southern 
Baptist theology and inerrancy of Scripture. He 
will provide leadership, discipleship training, 
counseling, lead worship and promote missions. 
A letter of interest and a resume with references 
should be sent to Pastor Search Committee in 
care of Angie Hurd ahurd@windsorbaptist.net. 
Closing date is April 25th.

Military Road Baptist seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor for small church. Send resume 
to Pastor Search, PO Box 145, Jacksonville, AR 
72078.

First Baptist Church, Blue Eye, AR, traditional 
So. Baptist Church, is seeking a full-time pas-
tor. Send resumes to FBC, PO Box 126, Blue Eye, 
MO 65611, or call 870-654-6473.

Bi-vocational Pastor/Mary’s Chapel Baptist 
Church, Blytheville, AR. Seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor for a small country church. 
Please email resume to juanitagreen69@icloud.
com.

Kingsland First Baptist Church is seeking a 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Com-
mittee, PO Box 97, Kingsland, AR 71652.

Southside Baptist Church in Hamburg is 

tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road,  
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

Kern Heights Baptist Church in De Queen, 
AR, is seeking full-time youth/music min-
ister. Send resumes to khbc@windstream.net.

Calvary Baptist Church Harrisburg, AR, is 
looking for a part-time worship leader. 
Send resume to PO Box 363, Harrisburg, AR 
72432, or call 870-623-3634.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send re-
sumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hender-
son, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.org.

East Paris Baptist Church, 725 N. Collegiate 
Dr, Paris, Texas is seeking God’s man for the posi-
tion of worship/media pastor. We run ap-
prox. 400 in worship, 325 in SS, 200 on Sunday 
nights, approx. 250 on our Wednesday night, 
Students, TeamKid Children, Nursery, Mother’s 
Day Out Program. Pay benefits $60-70,000+. If 
resumes are submitted to our office, please have 
them sent to pastordonnie@eastparis.org Web - 
eastparis.org.

First Baptist Church, Joplin, MO, is searching 
for full-time children’s minister. With our 
recent relocation and new children’s facility this 
is a great opportunity in a consistently growing 
church. firstjoplin.org/jobs.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church / Bauxite, AR, 
is seeking a worship leader. Please send re-
sume to Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. 
Sardis Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: Steve Barnes.

Emory Baptist Church (70 miles east of Dal-
las) is seeking a FT pastor of worship and 
senior adults. This position will give leader-

ship to a church-wide, comprehensive music 
ministry including but not limited to planning 
and leading two blended worship services 
each week and leading occasionally with an 
instrument and directing adult choir rehearsal. 
Additional responsibilities will include a com-
prehensive ministry to senior adults. Applicants 
can submit resumes to Pat McDanal at patmc-
danal@aol.com or 1175 RSCR 3503, Emory, TX 
75440.

Cullendale First Baptist Church, Camden, AR, 
seeking part-time children’s minister. 
Send resumes to bwilliams@cullendalefbc.org.

First Baptist Church of Dumas is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Those interested 
should send a resume to FBC Dumas, 200 E. 
Waterman, Dumas, AR 71639.

Highland Drive Baptist, Jonesboro, seeks 
summer intern. Compensation: $2,000 total. 
Housing also available. Dates: May 27th-Aug. 
4th. Contact adam@hdbc.org.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks part–time 
minister of music. Send resumes to: steven-
tiner@levybaptist.com.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC Pea Ridge. 479-451-8192. 
To submit resume or request more info - al@
prfbc.org.

First Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, AR, is 
seeking a full-time worship pastor. Sub-
mit resumes to: searchteam@fbcsiloam.com or 
Worship Pastor Search Team, 2000 Dawn Hill 
Road, Siloam Springs, AR 72761.

Seeking full-time children’s min-
istries pastor or director: East Side of 
Paragould is seeking the Lord’s qualified can-
didate to lead a thriving children’s ministry 
and to assist our families in parenting and 
disciple making. We are a loving and serving 
church in a growing community with qual-

ity schools. Send resume to Phillip Miller:  
pmiller@connect2eastside.com.

New Chapel Hill Baptist, West Monroe, LA, 
seeking full-time children’s minister. 
Send resumes to melinda@nchbc.net.

Seeking experienced youth or youth/
worship pastor. Miner Baptist Church 
Sikeston, Missouri (conservative SBC). Send  
resume to jbarnhart@minerbaptist.org.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR, (located 
just outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-
time minister of music who is committed 
to leading a blended worship service. Re-
sumes may be mailed to First Baptist Church, 
PO Box 190, Bay, AR, 72411 or submitted to  
www.bayfbc.org.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search of 
a part-time youth director. All who are 
interested please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.
moffett@enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is  
seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development of 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested can-
didates can submit a resume with cover letter by 
mail (200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email jona-
than.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

GULF SHORES, AL – Beach-front 
condo, owner rental, private gulf front bal-
cony, 2BR/2BA, WiFi, non-smoking. loray@
lorayann.com.  Call/text (205) 222-8999, www.
bowscondo.com.

seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume to 
PO Box 446, Hamburg, AR 71646.

Central Baptist Church, Marshall, Texas, 
seeking pastor candidates. Send resumes to 
rrobinette@cbcmarshall.org. Small, downtown 
congregation, affiliated with SBC and BGCT, 
supporting several local ministries, seek-
ing to meet needs and share the gospel with  
surrounding community.

Hatfield First Baptist is prayerfully seek-
ing full-time pastor. Send resumes to  
fbchpsc17@gmail.com or FBC Hatfield, PO Box 
108, Hatfield, AR 71945.

Saint Charles Baptist Church, Saint Charles, 
Ark., is seeking a full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 241, 
Saint Charles, AR 72140.

First Baptist Church of Hayti, Missouri, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time/bi-voca-
tional pastor who is Bible grounded and 
people oriented for blended worship services. 
Degree from a Southern Baptist seminary is pre-
ferred. Email resumes to: FBCHayti@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of Maumelle is seeking 
full-time pastor. Please send resume to 
First Baptist Church of Maumelle, ATTN: Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 Valencia Dr., Maumelle, 
AR 72113, or email to: searchcommitteefbcm@
gmail.com.

Central Baptist Church, Hot Springs, 
is seeking full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to: CBC, 1035 Central Avenue, Hot  
Springs, AR 71901; Email: centralbaptist1035@
att.net.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-

PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

MISCELLANEOUS

Tim Wallace, 54, of Wash-
burn, Mo., died 
March 21.

Wallace was 
a native of New-
port.

He was a 
graduate of 
Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas.

For the past 23 years, Wal-
lace was a church planter, 
pastoring three churches in 
Northwest Arkansas: New Life 
Fellowship in Pea Ridge, Cross 
Brand Cowboy Church in 
Bentonville and Corner Post 
Cowboy Church in Siloam 
Springs. 

Wallace also helped start 
16 cowboy churches across  
Arkansas. 

He was preceded in death 
by an unborn child. He is sur-
vived by his wife, DiAnna, a 
daughter, father, mother and 
two brothers.

Funeral services were held 

Obituaries March 28 at Cross Church 
Pinnacle Hills in Rogers. 

Burial took place in 
Fox Cemetery in Powell,  
Mo. 

William Eugene Tran-
tham, 88, of Little Rock, died 

March 11.
T r a n t h a m 

was born in Elk-
land, Mo.

He was pre-
ceded in death 
by his wife, Patsy 
Ann Starr Tran-

tham.
Trantham began his career 

at Ouachita Baptist University 
(OBU) in 1960 and retired in 
May 1994. 

At that time, he was named 
Professor Emeritus of Music 
by OBU.

He served as a profes-
sor of music, was the first 
Dean of the School of Music 
at OBU when it was estab-
lished in 1968 and served 
as chairman of the applied 
music department within the  

On the move

First Baptist Church in 
Jacksonville will honor Doug 
Moore, the church’s  worship 
pastor, with an informal retire-
ment reception from 2-4 p.m., 
Sunday, April 15.

Moore has served as wor-
ship pastor since Oct. 14, 
2003. 

OBU School of Music.
Trantham is survived by a 

daughter, a son, two grand-
daughters, two grandsons, and 
a great-grandson.  

Funeral services were held 
March 17 at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Hot 
Springs. 

Burial followed at Crestview 
Memorial Park in Hot Springs.

10 YEARS OF SERVICE – Ken Shaddox was honored March 4 for 10 years of 
service as pastor of Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock. The fellowship hall 
was decorated with photographs taken by Shaddox.
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I cannot sing. I don’t even make a 
joyful noise. I have come to terms with 
this fact in life because I understand 
that God has gifted me in other areas 
and He can use those gifts for His glory. 

Maybe you struggle like so many peo-
ple to determine your exact gift. I don’t 
know your specific gift, but I know for 
certain that you have one. 

In 1 Corinthians 12:4-12, 21-26, the 
Apostle Paul addressed the believers in 
Corinth regard-
ing their gifted-
ness and useful-
ness to the body 
of Christ as part 
of his section on 
the Holy Spirit.  

For a Chris-
tian to say, “I 
don’t have any gifts or talents,” isn’t in 
line with Scripture. True, like me, they 
may not be able to sing, but gifting isn’t 
simply limited to the stage. Paul taught 
that there are “varieties of gifts and … 
varieties of ministry” (1 Cor. 12:4-6). 
The same God that gives the instru-
mentalist at your church the ability to 
play beautifully gives you gifts to glorify 
Himself.

In 1 Corinthians 12:7-10, Paul listed 
nine gifts that demonstrate the activity 
of the Holy Spirit in the life of the be-
liever and build up the Church. 

Gifts, after all, are not for personal 
gain, but for the glory of God and His 
Church. When it comes to gifts, we 
need to ask two important questions: 
Is this gift of the Spirit? Is this gift 
edifying the Church? If our answer is 
“No,” ask the Lord to tell you if you are 

abiding in Him. 
He will tell you 
(John 15:7).  

In 1 Corinthi-
ans 12:11-12, 21-
26, Paul stressed 
the importance 
of each gift to 
the Body of 

Christ, using the body as a metaphor. 
I don’t like feet, but I know how 

important feet are to my body. The 
person singing is very important to 
God, but so is the person in the nurs-
ery week after week using the gift of 
service tending to the smallest of our 
attendees (Rom. 12:6-8). 

Discover your gifts; use your gifts, 
and build up the Church.

prayer (call=prayer). God wanted their 
dependence, but their diet for idol 
worship left them defiled.  

In Jeremiah 33:6-8, God promised 
restoration, that is, complete forgive-
ness for His people. The people of God 
would once again become an example 
of God’s righteousness, His grace and 
His mercy to all who are witnesses (Jer. 
33:9). God as a Restorer was not a new 
concept as it related to the Israelites. 
One only needs to look back to Deu-

teronomy 30:3-13. 
The greatest 

blessing for Israel 
wasn’t just their 
restoration in the 
present, but the 

promise, as Wiersbe wrote, “of a King 
reigning in righteousness!” The Lord 
being righteous means that Israel will 
bear that title as well, not in rebuilt 
temples or military dominance, but 
with sending Jesus, a part of the line 
of David, to make all things right. The 
great hope for believers is that in the 
end, God makes all things right (Rev. 
21:1-8). As believers, our faith in Jesus, 
not our works, produces righteousness 
in our lives.

What is love? Well, you can ask three 
people that question and get four re-
sponses. Love, at least in our modern 
society, seems to be applied to every-
thing resulting in diminishing quality. 

The term the Apostle Paul used 
for love in 1 Corinthians 13 is the 
word “agape.” Unlike the other words 
for love in Greek (eros=sexual love, 
philos=friendship love, storge=familial 
love), agape, according to English theo-
logian John Colet, is concerned only 
with “giving to the 
object of its affec-
tion.” For Chris-
tians, God is the ob-
ject of our affection, 
and when we use 
our gifts in love we are glorifying God. 

In 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, Paul contin-
ued his discussion of gifts and ministry 
in the church with a movement from 
the action to intent. The Corinthians 
knew about love, but they also struggled 
with consistently loving their fellow 
Christians. 

Paul cited division (1 Cor. 1-4), im-
morality (1 Cor. 5), lawsuits (1 Cor. 6), 
freedom (1 Cor. 8-10) and selfishness 
(1 Cor. 11-14). Their struggle with con-
sistency was clearly present in their use 

of the gifts in the church and how they 
treated others who possessed different 
gifts. 

Paul, in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, ad-
monished the Corinthians that if their 
gifts were not used in love, then they 
were useless. The action is negated 
by the intent and the desire of one’s 
heart. If I am not using my gifts to love 
God and edify the church, then my 
gifts are like ash.

Paul explained in 1 Corinthians 
13:4-7 that apply-
ing agape love to the 
use of one’s gifts is 
necessary for prop-
er use. When we 
are full of love, in 

our relationships with other believers 
we are slow to anger and abounding 
in grace. Being full of love focuses on 
God and does not produce negative 
emotions toward brothers and sisters 
with different gifts. Remember, God is 
the focus of our gift, and the Church is 
the benefactor. 

Love, the apostle emphasized in 1 
Corinthians 13:8-13, is eternal.

Love is eternal. Christians need to 
use their gifts for the glory of God and 
from a heart of love.

“God is preparing His heroes,” 
wrote A.B. Simpson, founder of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
“and when the opportunity comes, He 
can fit them into their place in a mo-
ment and the world will wonder where 
they came from.” 

One only has to read the pages of 
the Old Testament to see this quote in 
action through the lives of characters 
such as David, Daniel, Joshua and oth-
ers. God often uses those who don’t 
seem destined for 
greatness for His 
glory. I am glad 
that God can use 
the ordinary for 
the extraordinary.  

In Esther 2:5-7, Mordecai, the dis-
placed Jew, took Esther to see the king. 
The king, who previously dethroned 
his queen for failing to obey a com-
mand, called for all of the virgins to 
come before him so he could choose a 
new wife. 

There is a lot of speculation about 
why these two Jews never mentioned to 
the king their heritage or their faith but 
seemed to pass themselves off as fellow 
Persians. Christian author Warren Wi-
ersbe wrote, “We aren’t really sure the 

reason, but we know they do not ap-
pear to do anything ungodly or rather 
more ungodly than the other backslid-
den Jews in the Persian empire.” 

Nonetheless, God used all of these 
circumstances to promote Esther into 
a place of influence and power with 
the king (Esth. 2:8-10). God used the 
king’s guard Hegai, who was a Gentile, 
to fulfill His plan and for His glory. 
Esther and Mordecai needed to only 
be faithful to God and take advantage 

of the opportuni-
ties He was giving 
them.

Esther stepped 
into her new role 
as queen and 

won the favor of everyone who saw 
her (Esth. 2:15). The text says the 
king “loved Esther more than all the 
women” (Esth. 2:17). Chances are that 
the king’s “love” for Esther was solely 
physical, as he had just met her, but 
God used her position on the throne 
to intercede for His people. God want-
ed Esther and the throne to point to 
Him.  

God has you in your job, position 
or circle of influence for a purpose: to 
glorify Him (1 Cor. 10:31).

Warren Buffett, the billionaire 
founder of Berkshire Hathaway, sums 
up his stock-buying philosophy as, “Buy 
low and sell high.” The prophet Jeremi-
ah was called by God to buy land amid 
the besiegement of Jerusalem by the 
king of Babylon, prior to the Lord giv-
ing him words of affirmation for His 
people. Christian author Warren Wi-
ersbe wrote, “This is Jeremiah’s James 
2:26 moment, and he is proving his 
faith is alive.” Jeremiah 33 is the out-
come of Jeremiah’s 
faithfulness to the 
calling of God and 
God’s response to 
the hopeless state 
of His people.  

In Jeremiah 33:3-5, God was display-
ing His judgment against His people 
for their turning their backs on Him 
and worshipping idols. One can only 
assume they weren’t keeping the first 
four commandments. God, in His 
righteous anger, used the Chaldeans 
to execute His judgment and bring His 
people to their knees. The “hidden” or 
“unsearchable” things of God Jeremiah 
pointed out aren’t learned from sieging 
the city, but through seeking God in 
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