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Legalizing casinos 
offers ministry 
opportunities

See CASINOS page 3

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

WHILE A DISAPPOINT-
ING outcome for Arkansas 
Baptists, the approval of a 
constitutional amendment 
by Arkansas voters legalizing 
casinos in four of the state’s 
counties presents ministry 
opportunities for churches to 
expand outreach to 
the gambling industry 
as well as individuals 
and families impacted 
by gambling. 

The approval of 
Issue 4 by voters Nov. 
6 legalized casino gam-
bling not only in Pope 
and Jefferson coun-
ties, but also at the 
Oaklawn horse track in Hot 
Springs and Southland dog 
track in West Memphis, two 
venues that already offer video 
poker and other electronic 
gambling. 

Arkansas Baptists publicly 
opposed Issue 4, as stated 
in a resolution that passed 
unanimously at the 2018 Ar-

kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) Annual Meeting 
Oct. 23-24 in Jonesboro, urg-
ing Arkansans to vote against 
the measure, thus “denying 
the gambling industry the op-
portunity to prey on the weak-
est, most vulnerable, and most 
desperate of our fellow Arkan-
sans.” 

Greg Sykes, president of the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, expressed 
appreciation for Ar-
kansas Baptists who 
rallied against Issue 
4. “In Pope County, it 
was disheartening to 
learn of so many who 
were unwilling to take 
a stand to protect the 
most vulnerable in 

our culture …  but Arkansas 
Baptists never blinked. Pastors 
rallied their congregations to 
go to the polls and vote against 
the casino movement, and the 
convention passed a strong 
resolution opposing Issue 4. 
I am grateful to be an Arkan-

Journey Church and adoption: ‘It is in our DNA’

Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

JONESBORO – “Religion 
that God our Father accepts 
as pure and faultless is this: to 
look after orphans and wid-
ows in their distress and to 
keep oneself from being pol-
luted by the world.” 

In 2011 Dan Reeves began 
his first sermon series from 
the Book of James as lead 
pastor of the newly launched 
Journey Church, Jonesboro. 
At that time he knew the fu-
ture ministries of the young 
congregation were still un-
clear – that is, until Dan read 
from James 1:27.

“As a brand new, closely 
knit body of believers, we 
were collectively convicted 
to ask God to empower us 

to obey the command,” said 
pastor’s wife Veronica Reeves. 
“We wanted to be doers of 
the Word and not hearers 
only.”

The church prayed for 
the Lord to call and equip 
five families from Journey to 
adopt. As a reminder, Jour-
ney set up five empty picture 
frames in its foyer.

“I remember standing in 
front of those frames, pray-
ing for those five families and 
asking God to empower me 
to help them,” said Veronica 
Reeves. “I had no idea that 
I had a daughter waiting for 
me across the world in an or-
phanage in Latvia.”

Veronica Reeves recounts 
that God was present in every 
detail of their adoption story 
– from the first conversations 

to their airplane ride home. 
“God led us every step of 

the way, opening doors and 
closing others, until at just 
the right time we found our 
daughter, and He made it 
clear that we were to adopt 
her,” said Reeves. 

Journey Church now has 
25 families who have grown 
through adoption, including 
one family who adopted be-
fore the church was launched.

Andrea Brown never 
felt “called to adopt.” After 
graduating from college, she 
started working as an occu-
pational therapist in a facility 
that served many children in 
foster care. 

“There was a particular 
child that I was very close 

See ADOPTION page 6

The Browns (top left), Reeves (bottom left) and Bakers are just three of multiple families at Journey Church, Jonesboro, 
who have fostered and adopted in response to God’s commandment in James 1:27.

Sykes
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Chitwood, Ky. exec., tapped to lead IMB
Julie McGowan
International Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. – Paul 
Chitwood, 48, executive di-
rector of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention (KBC), is being 
recommended to become the 
International Mission Board’s 
13th president.

The International Mission 
Board (IMB) trustees’ 
Presidential Search 
Committee announced 
Nov. 6 that the com-
mittee will recommend 
Chitwood at the Nov. 
14-15 IMB board meet-
ing in Richmond. 

Chitwood has 
served as KBC execu-
tive director since 2011. The 
convention is the state’s larg-
est religious organization with 
750,000 members in 2,400 
churches and 70 associations.

For 18 years, Chitwood 
served as the pastor of local 
churches of varying sizes 
in Kentucky: First Baptist 
Church, Mt. Washington  
(2003-11), where he is a mem-
ber; First Baptist Church, 
Somerset (1999-2003); First 
Baptist Church, Owenton 
(1995-99); and South Fork 
Baptist Church, Owenton 
(1993-95). As a pastor, his 
churches averaged giving 18.5 
percent through the Coopera-
tive Program (CP). 

During his pastorates, he 
was chairman of the IMB trust-
ees from 2008-10, part of his 

tenure as an IMB trustee from 
2002-10. His overseas short-
term mission involvement 
includes work in Brazil, Peru, 
India, China, South Africa, 
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Kenya, 
England, Spain, Germany and 
Haiti. 

“A decade ago, I had the 
privilege of working with IMB 
President Jerry Rankin, Clyde 

Meador, Tom Elliff, 
and David Steverson 
to pen the IMB’s vi-
sion statement,” Chit-
wood said. “While the 
wording was and is im-
portant, it simply cap-
tures the vision God 
has graciously given us 
in His Word. It’s His 

vision, and the culmination 
of the work that He has been 
doing through His church 
and, since 1845, through 
Southern Baptists. Our vision 
is unchanged: a multitude 
from every language, people, 
tribe and nation knowing and 
worshiping our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  

‘Passionate about missions’
As KBC executive director, 

Chitwood has led the organiza-
tion to focus on strengthening 
local churches, planting new 
congregations, evangelizing 
the unchurched, and shifting 
more funding to international 
missions. He identified the 
need to move more CP funds 
from state mission budgets to 
the Southern Baptist Conven-

RUSSELLVILLE – A total of 
440 volunteers from 25 differ-
ent churches gathered in Rus-
sellville for Connect weekend 
Oct. 12-14. 

Hosted by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), Connect is a “week-
long mission trip packaged 
into a single weekend” for 
students in middle school 
through high school. 

“Connect is an effort by 
the ABSC to equip and mo-
bilize churches in Arkansas to 
serve and minister to people 
and communities in the name 
of Jesus,” said Dusty Lindsey, 
minister to students and fami-
lies at First Baptist Church, 
Russellville. “We are sharing 
hope as well as the message of 
the gospel.”

According to absc.org, the 

goal of Connect is to engage 
students and equip them for 
mission by connecting them 
to Christ, other Arkansas 
students, associations, local 
churches and ministries pro-
vided by the Dixie Jackson 
State Offering and the Coop-
erative Program. 

During the weekend, vari-
ous mission projects were 
completed in and around Rus-
sellville, including construc-
tion, yardwork, painting a 
local school and block parties. 
Teams completed 29 projects 
on Saturday morning and an-
other 30 projects in the after-
noon.

“Connect had a great im-
pact on Russellville. These 
volunteers served and encour-
aged the community and gave 
a tangible benefit for the glory 

of God,” Lindsey said. “God 
showed those who served that 
it’s important to put our per-

tion budget and, ultimately, 
to the IMB budget. Last year, 
the convention reported more 
churches planted and growth 
in the number of Kentucky 
Baptists involved in volunteer 
mission work in Kentucky and 
around the world. 

In consideration of lead-
ing the largest denomination-
al missionary-sending body 
among American evangelicals, 
Chitwood has stated that he 
is committed to the organi-
zation’s next executive vice 
president being someone with 
significant mission-field expe-
rience. Chitwood has traveled 
extensively overseas in sup-
port of the IMB and worked 
alongside IMB missionaries, 
said Rick Dunbar, chairman 
of the IMB’s trustees and a 
member of the search com-
mittee, which gives him a view 
into the missionary life and 
task but also makes him real-
ize how much he will depend 
on men and women who have 
long-term overseas experience. 

By Chitwood’s request, 
pending trustee approval, 
Clyde Meador will remain as 
interim executive vice-presi-
dent during the transition. 
Meador has served as IMB in-
terim president since Sept. 27, 
2018. 

‘A proven leader’
Chitwood is an adjunct 

professor of leadership at The 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He previously has 

been an assistant professor of 
missions and evangelism at 
The Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, University of 
the Cumberlands, and Boyce 
College. 

A native of Jellico, Tenn., 
Chitwood is a 1992 graduate 
of Cumberland College (now 
University of the Cumber-
lands), where he has served as 
a trustee. He earned a Master 
of Divinity degree from South-
ern Seminary in 1995 and a 
doctorate from the seminary 
in 2001. He currently is pursu-
ing a master’s degree in non-
profit administration from the 
Mendoza College of Business 
at the University of Notre 
Dame. 

Chitwood and wife, Mi-
chelle, have a son Daniel, 22, 
and daughter-in-law, Derrika, 
daughter Anna, 20, daughter 
Cai, 12, and a foster daughter, 
age 6, who they hope will soon 
join the family through adop-
tion. 

Transitional activity
The trustees’ presiden-

tial search committee ac-
cepted presidential nomina-
tions through May 15, and 
a committee of more than 
a dozen trustees plus a for-
mer field leader have worked  
diligently since February. 
Trustees will voted on Chit-
wood during their plenary ses-
sion Nov. 15.

Julie McGowan is public rela-
tions manager for the IMB.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) – Contributions to 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion national and interna-
tional missions and minis-
tries received by the SBC  
Executive Committee in 
October were 4.37 percent 

b e l o w 
last year’s 
opening 
month of 
the con-
vention’s 
f i s c a l 
year and 
1 0 . 5 9 
pe rcen t 
b e l o w 

the projected budget for 
the first month, accord-
ing to a news release from 
SBC Executive Commit-
tee Interim President and 
Executive Vice President 
D. August Boto.

As of Oct. 31, gifts 
received by the Execu-
tive Committee for dis-
tribution through the 
Cooperative Program 
(CP) Allocation Budget 
totaled $14,454,637.36, 
or $660,003.72 below 
the $15,114,641.08 re-
ceived in October 2017. 
The October total is  
$1,712,029.31 below the 
$16,166,666.67 monthly 
allocation budget projec-
tion to support Southern 
Baptist ministries globally 
and across North Ameri-
ca.

The CP is Southern 
Baptists’ channel of giv-
ing, begun in 1925, 
through which a local 
church can contribute 
to the ministries of its 
state convention and the 
missions and ministries 
of the SBC through a  
unified giving plan to sup-
port both sets of minis-
tries. 

Monies include receipts 
from individuals, church-
es and state conventions 
for distribution according 
to the 2018-2019 CP Allo-
cation Budget.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

CP 10.59% under  
1st month projection

Chitwood

Boto

Students ‘Connect’ with Christ during weekend mission trip

sonal preference aside for a 
moment and just give to those 
in need.”

A child plays in a bounce house during Connect. Photo by Marissa Pilcher
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Southern Baptist Con-
vention President J.D. 
Greear announced via 
Twitter that next year’s 
SBC Annual Meeting in 
Birmingham, Ala., will 
not include any evening 
sessions.

The announcement 
came the same week the 
SBC Executive Commit-
tee released data indicat-
ing a growing role for digi-
tal media in conjunction 
with this year’s SBC An-
nual Meeting in Dallas.

Following a Sept. 19 
meeting of the SBC Com-
mittee on Order of Busi-
ness in Nashville, Greear 
tweeted, “Spent the day w/ 
the Committee on Order 
of Business under chair-
man @AdamGreenway’s 
excellent leadership. Very 
excited about #SBC19 
next summer. New ideas 
coming – it’s a new day. 
Tightened schedule – No 
evening sessions.”

Greear’s tweet also 
signaled his decision to 
utilize the social media 
hashtag #sbc19 rather 
than an updated version 
of this year’s #sbcam18 
hashtag. He told the 
Committee on Order of 
Business the shortened 
hashtag seems more mem-
orable.

In the past, afternoon 
sessions Tuesday and 
Wednesday have been  
scheduled to last until just 
before 6 p.m. and were 
not followed by evening 
sessions. In comparison, 
this year’s afternoon ses-
sions each were scheduled 
to end at approximately 5 
p.m., with a two hour and 
45 minute session sched-
uled Tuesday night.

The Executive Com-
mittee reported increased 
use in 2018 of the SBC 
Annual Meeting mobile 
app, annual meeting web 
streaming and the BP web-
site, along with increased 
visits to SBC-related Twit-
ter feeds and hashtags.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Greear tightens 2019 SBC 
Annual Meeting schedule

continued from page one
CASINOS
sas Baptist and know that our 
churches are filled with indi-
viduals who not only believe 
in the Word of God and the 
truth of Jesus Christ, but also 
are willing to sacrifice their 
time and reputations 
to protect ‘the least of 
these,’” he said.

Still, the measure 
passed with an unoffi-
cial 54 percent approv-
al by voters, the Arkan-
sas Democrat-Gazette 
reported.

Issue 4 failed among 
Pope County voters, with an 
unofficial 60 percent of voters 
in the county voting against 
the measure, the Russellville 
Courier reported.

“The outcome of statewide 
voting on Issue 4, the casino 
gambling amendment, was 
disappointing. We were pray-
ing and hopeful that we could 
prevail at the ballot 
box, but we fell short,” 
said Larry Page, execu-
tive director of Arkan-
sas Faith and Ethics 
Council, and a vocal 
opponent of Issue 4.

 
Dire predictions

“Despite what the 
sponsors of Issue 4 
kept insisting in their ads 
and promotions, there is not 
a single positive outcome for 
Arkansas that expanded casino 
gambling will produce. As we 
stated several times over the 
past few months, a state can-
not gamble itself into prosper-
ity, but it can gamble itself 
into poverty, rampant crime, 
broken marriages and dysfunc-
tional families, bankruptcies, 
suicides, lost businesses and 
jobs, and a general and signifi-
cant decline in its quality of 
life,” Page said.

Family Council President 
Jerry Cox said in a statement, 
“This is a bad deal for Arkan-
sas. These casinos are going to 
be festering sores in our com-
munities. They’re going to pull 
money out of the local econo-
mies and plunge some of our 
poorest families deeper into 
poverty.

“Issue 4 was a bad amend-
ment before the election. It’s 
still a bad amendment today. 
Gambling addiction is going 
to wreck a lot of lives in Arkan-
sas and hurt a lot of families 
because of Issue 4.”

Cox said his group re-
mains committed to fighting  

casino gambling.
Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchin-

son, a Southern Baptist who 
won re-election to a second 
term on Nov. 6, expressed con-
cern regarding the outcome, 
saying, “I did not support this 
initiative, and I continue to 
have great concern over the im-
mediate and negative impact 

on the state’s budget,” 
the Democrat-Gazette 
reported.

Local response
Throughout the 

process leading to the 
statewide vote on Issue 
4, residents of Jeffer-
son and Pope counties 

voiced concern about a lack 
of local control regarding the 
measure.

Page believes that the 
“harmful effects of casino gam-
bling will be felt most acutely 
by the residents living in and 
around Jefferson and Pope 
counties.” 

Voters in those counties de-
served more of a say in 
the measure, Page be-
lieves. “Real, meaning-
ful local control should 
have been afforded 
those voters, but it was 
not,” he said.

In Pope County, 
Citizens For A Local 
Choice, led by Arkan-
sas Baptist Jim Knight, 

presented a local option ref-
erendum on the Nov. 6 bal-
lot. The referendum in Pope 
County, which would require 
an election to allow a casino to 
come to the area, passed in the 
county with nearly 70 percent 
of voters supporting 
the referendum, the 
Courier reported. 

A spokesperson for 
Citizens For A Local 
Choice sent the Cou-
rier the following state-
ment after the elec-
tion: 

“The results of the 
local option reflect the 
sentiment that we have been 
hearing from the people for 
months. The citizens of Pope 
County have sent a clear mes-
sage to the rest of the state that 
the decision about casino gam-
ing should be a local decision. 
The people of Pope County 
should control their own des-
tiny and not have an agenda 
dictated to them by the mil-
lions of dollars that have been 
poured in from out-of-state 
casinos that have now tried to 
hijack our state constitution.”

Sykes, who pastors First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 

in Pope County, agreed. 
“There is no doubt almost 70 
percent of Pope County sin-
cerely believe and hope that 
we will have some local control 
over the potential operation of 
a casino in Pope County, but 
the cynic and legal scholar in 
all of us don’t really believe 
that. Out-of-state gam-
bling interests spent 
over $7 million to get 
Driving Arkansas For-
ward (Issue 4) passed, 
despite our local objec-
tions. It’s highly doubt-
ful they are going to 
respect the will of the 
people now. We un-
derstand that we have 
likely already been betrayed 
by local politicians who have 
cooperated with the casino in-
terests, and we fully expect our 
city and county to be sued into 
compliance,” he said.

In Pope and Jefferson coun-
ties, “All they need is a signa-
ture from a mayor or approval 
by the county quorum court” 
for the casinos to be 
built, Cox said.

Speaking to that 
necessary approval, 
Hutchinson said, “It 
remains to be seen as 
to whether the com-
munities affected will 
consent to the gam-
bling initiative,” the 
Democrat-Gazette re-
ported. 

Even with the perceived 
safeguard of local approval in 
place, Cox stated, the casinos, 
once opened, will be “unregu-
lated by local governments or 
the state legislature. Their tax 

rate, the types of gam-
bling they conduct, 
the sale of alcohol 
and their hours of op-
eration [will be] all off 
limits to state or local 
officials.”

 “In time, I think all 
of Arkansas will come 
to regret the injustice 
that was done to those 

two communities,” Page said.
 

Ministry opportunities
“Now that more casino 

gambling is in our state’s fu-
ture, we believers must prepare 
to serve,” Page said, referring 
to the resolution passed unan-
imously at this year’s ABSC 
Annual Meeting. If Issue 4 
was approved by voters, mes-
sengers, in part, committed 
“to restore and rehabilitate 
individuals caught up in the 
destructive cycle of problem 
gambling, and … attempt to 
provide a safety net for the 

gamblers’ families and com-
munities as we are called to do 
as Christ-followers.”

A vote against Issue 4 
“doesn’t mean we stand aside 
when it inevitably takes its 
toll,” Sykes said. “We must 
prepare ourselves to stand in 
the gap and minister to the 

hurting, both via meet-
ing material/physical 
needs but, most impor-
tantly, by ministering 
spiritually.

“Many individuals 
really do not consider 
the hope of the gospel 
until they truly run out 
of their own options. 
Desperation can cre-

ate an openness to the gospel. 
So, we must be ready to seize 
these opportunities as the 
casinos inflict their financial 
harm upon our communities. 
It’s the only way to redeem the 
situation and to remind a lost 
and hurting world that Jesus 
Christ really is the Light,” 
Sykes said. 

Sykes also suggest-
ed the possibility of 
churches forging “part-
nerships with city and 
community leaders. 
It would be encourag-
ing if the church and 
government could find 
ways to partner to miti-
gate the destruction 
headed toward our 

community.”
In a social media post, Doug 

Hibbard, pastor, East End 
Baptist Church, East End, and 
president of the Arkansas Bap-
tist News Board of Directors, 
challenged “Arkansas Baptists 
to work on figuring out how 
to do ministry to: 1) People 
with gambling problems, be-
cause we’ll see those spread 
in our state; 2) Single parents, 
because the gambling prob-
lems will destroy more mar-
riages; 3) Workers in casinos, 
because we cannot treat the 
people who take an available 
job like untouchables, …  and 
4) People who are trapped in 
the other side businesses like 
the spread of the sex industry 
that will follow this.”

Hibbard added, “We can 
identify the problems, so let’s 
get started now with how we 
meet the people who will be 
buried in those problems with 
the gospel. 

“Casinos are not what is 
best for Arkansas. This was a 
bad choice, so let’s figure out 
what we can do even with the 
bad choice.”

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

What freedom in Christ means in America
Federalism: In this system 

of dual sovereignty, the peo-
ple delegate certain powers 
to the national government, 
while the states and the peo-
ple retain all other powers.

Limited government: The 
national government has 
only those powers granted in 
the Constitution. If a power 
is not listed, the national 

government is 
assumed not to 
have it.

Representa-
tive govern-
ment: A re-

publican system in which the 
people select representatives 
to represent their interests as 
they make and carry out laws.

Private property: Individu-
als have the right to obtain 
and control possessions as 
well as the fruits of their own 
labor.

“All men are created 
equal”: There is no natural 
class of rulers among people, 
and everyone is born with the 
same inalienable rights to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness.

Separation of powers/
checks and balances: The 
Constitution establishes a 
system of distinct powers to 
prevent an accumulation 
of power in one branch of 
government and to ensure 
that each branch can stop 
the others from growing too 
powerful.

As improbable as the 
founding of our nation was in 
1776 when the American col-
onies penned the Declaration 
of Independence – defying 
England, which at the time 
was the most powerful nation 

T here seems to be a lot 
of debate today over 

exactly what it means to be an 
American.

For many evangelicals, what 
it means to be an American is 
tightly woven with their faith 
and was articulated by Amer-
ica’s founders who embraced 
Judeo-Christian values as the 
basis for a civilized society and 
social order.

These values 
include the dig-
nity of human 
life, common 
decency, sup-
port of traditional family 
values and the 10 Command-
ments.

Today, Judeo-Christian 
values are under siege as 
evidenced by the increasing 
secularization of our society 
and the march of progressive 
thought that attempts to rede-
fine history and the American 
experience.

For example, the political 
debate over immigration and 
border security is essentially 
a clash of values and how 
Americans interpret the 
founding principles of the 
United States: individual lib-
erty, federalism, limited and 
representative government, 
private property, that all men 
are created equal by God and 
the separation of governmen-
tal powers.

As a refresher, just what 
do these founding principles 
actually mean? The Bill of 
Rights Institute articulates it 
this way:

Individual liberty: Each 
person is born with freedom 
from arbitrary or unjustified 
restraint.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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on earth – it may seem just as 
improbable the difference the 
Church makes in our country 
today during a time of divi-
siveness and social/cultural 
upheaval.

The essence of living in a 
free nation is that it gives in-
dividuals the opportunity to 
choose how they will live and 
conduct their affairs – and 
that’s where the truth of the 
gospel message comes in.

For Christians, we choose 
life centered on Christ, be-
cause we know without Him 
it is a path leading to destruc-
tion (Matt. 7:13-14, NIV):

“Enter through the narrow 
gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter 
through it. But small is the 
gate and narrow the road that 

leads to life, and only a few 
find it.”

Whether or not the great 
American experiment will 
succeed as our country ap-
proaches the 243th year of its 
founding may be uncertain, 
but what we do know is that 
every Christian’s freedom is 
secure through Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul, writing 
to the church at Ephesus, 
said:

“For he chose us in him be-
fore the creation of the world 
to be holy and blameless in 
his sight. In love he predes-
tined us for adoption to son-
ship through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure 
and will – to the praise of his 
glorious grace, which he has 
freely given us in the One 
he loves. In him we have re-

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

demption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, in ac-
cordance with the riches of 
God’s grace that he lavished 
on us. With all wisdom and 
understanding, he made 
known to us the mystery of 
his will according to his good 
pleasure, which he purposed 
in Christ, to be put into effect 
when the times reach their 
fulfillment – to bring unity 
to all things in heaven and 
on earth under Christ” (Eph. 
1:4-10, NIV).

While the gift our nation’s 
founding fathers gave us was 
individual freedom during 
our earthly existence, freedom 
of the eternal human soul is 
found in Christ alone.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/ 
executive director of the Arkansas  
Baptist News.

arkansasbaptist.org/columns
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“Is it really enough? Here, in 
this moment and in my full-
fledged weariness, is His grace 
truly enough?”

I couldn’t help but ponder 
whether my life honestly re-
flected the truth presented in 
the words that poured from 
my mouth and the Scripture 
that filled my mind. Even as 
I walked into the new week, 
the Spirit continued to bring 
the question back to my 

mind. “Did I 
really consider 
God’s grace to 
be enough?” 

As I con-
tinue to move 

through this weary, busy 
season, I’m reminded how 
much I dislike busyness. I 
like structure and routine. I 
like margin and space for real 
rest. I greatly dislike being so 
pressed throughout each week 
that our Sabbath is more of 
a crash than a true rest. But, 
I can’t help but wonder if my 
attitude is part of what makes 
the fullness so exhausting. I 
know that my attitude can 
make even the most routine 
times feel oppressive and over-
bearing … and even the busy 

Is it enough? 

The power of the last word

I t was a Sunday morning 
at the end of an insanely 

busy month. Feeling utterly 
exhausted, I knew that being 
fully present and engaged 
at church would take every 
ounce of my remaining en-
ergy. As I stood in the choir 
that morning, choosing to 
worship with joy, a familiar 
phrase from one song hit me 
with great force: “Your grace 
is enough.”

Immedi-
ately, the 
familiar words 
of 2 Corinthi-
ans 12:9-10 
(NASB) began 
to roll around in my mind: 
“And He has said to me, ‘My 
grace is sufficient for you, for 
power is perfected in weak-
ness.’ Most gladly, therefore, 
I will rather boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power 
of Christ may dwell in me. 
Therefore I am well content 
with weaknesses, with insults, 
with distresses, with persecu-
tions, with difficulties, for 
Christ’s sake; for when I am 
weak, then I am strong.”

My thoughts didn’t stop 
there. Questions followed. 

W e all know about the 
power of the first 

impression. In church life, we 
read about it, attend confer-
ence sessions on it, blog about 
it and continue to refine our 
approaches and processes 
to improve it. But, there is 
another powerful point of 
impression-making commu-
nication that 
is often ne-
glected – “the 
last word.” 

This past 
month in a 
staff meeting, I thought one 
of our associate pastors was 
offering a compliment when 
he told me, “Eric, you killed 
it on Sunday.” I soon realized 
he was not meaning it as a 
compliment at all. He meant I 
had “killed it” – as in “dead.” 

He was lamenting the fact 
that following a missionally 
motivating worship service 
and message, with a commit-
ment time that challenged 
God’s people to look exter-
nally to their own mission 
fields, I proceeded to end 

the service with announce-
ments that were all internally 
focused. Yep, I had done it – I 
killed the forward “going out” 
momentum and moved us 
back to an inwardly focused 
posture and mindset.

So, what happened? I made 
three critical errors:

1) I did not consider the 
actual “final 
words” to 
be the “final 
word.” 
Though the 
service had 

been carefully and meticu-
lously planned, I did not con-
sider the closing announce-
ments to be part of the 
Sunday morning experience. 
While announcements are 
not a part of worship – which 
is why we tack them onto the 
end – they are the last thing 
that people receive before 
being dismissed. The final 
comments, regardless of con-
tent, are indeed the last word.  

2) I did not strategically 
use the announcement time 
to leverage and build upon 

the message and the call to 
action. The announcements 
should have included oppor-
tunities for people to engage 
in missional opportunities 
such as mission trips, com-
munity outreach projects or 
evangelism opportunities.

3) For some reason, we 
have never asked ourselves the 
question, “What is the last 
thing we want a first-timer to 
remember about our church?” 
I can tell you, it is not the 
number of church-wide ac-
tivities and events we host. 
Rather, we want people to 
remember something about 
Jesus, His kingdom and His 
mission.

So, yes, first impressions are 
very important, but so are last 
words. We are going be more 
intentional with how we use 
those last few moments prior 
to dismissal. What about your 
church? How are you utilizing 
the last word?

Eric W. Ramsey is an evange-
lism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

I n my last few columns, I have given three arguments 
for the existence of God: the moral, cosmological and 

teleological argument.
In my next three columns, I will discuss the three main 

arguments atheists give for their unbelief in God. It is 
likely that these arguments will not be unfamiliar to the 
reader; each is commonly used in both popular and aca-
demic forms. My goal is to present the strongest version of 
each argument and give the counter. 

The first – probably the most popular – atheist argu-
ment is known as the problem of evil. It has also been 

called the problem of pain 
or the problem of suffer-
ing. 

Horrible things happen 
in our world: famines, 
murder, genocide, sick-

ness, natural disasters, political corruption, starvation 
and more. Most know the emotional sting of losing a 
loved one or seeing a friend endure a horrible experience. 
In these difficult times, many ask: “Where is God? Why 
would He allow such evil to take place?” Such is the nature 
of the problem of evil. 

The most common form of the argument can be given 
as follows: God is all powerful, all knowing, and perfectly 
good. If God is all powerful, then 
He has the power to stop evil. If 
God is all knowing, then He has the 
knowledge to stop evil. And if God 
is perfectly good, He would want to 
stop evil. But evil still exists. There-
fore, God does not exist. 

The main point of the argument 
is that if God is as we think He is, 
then He would never allow such evil 
to happen. For example, what kind 
of parent, the atheist may ask, would allow his or her child 
to die of cancer or any other illness when he or she could 
prevent it? 

But this form of the atheist argument has a significant 
problem. If, indeed, God is all knowing, it is possible He 
has a reason for allowing the evil that we finite creatures 
just can’t understand. Therefore, many academic atheists 
have left this form of the argument and moved to a differ-
ent one.  

The newer version of the argument is given generally 
in the same way with just one word added: “pointless.” If 
God is all powerful, all knowing, and perfectly good, He 
would prevent pointless (or gratuitous) evil. For example, 
what purpose, the atheist may ask, does it serve for a fawn 
burned in a forest fire to die a slow and agonizing death? 
Or, what purpose does it serve for a young child to suf-
fer the painful effects of a disease that slowly takes his or 
her life? What God would allow this pointless suffering? 
According to the atheist, such heartbreaking realities are 
cause for unbelief. 

But I submit that the updated, stronger version of the 
problem of evil doesn’t really work either. In fact, it has 
the same issue that the first form does. Granted, I do not 
know why God would allow such suffering, but that’s 
just the problem. We finite creatures may be incapable of 
knowing why God would allow such suffering. 

It is possible that God values free creatures in such a 
way that He allows them to abuse their freedom and this 
abuse leads to the suffering and pain in the world. No one 
knows for sure if this is the case, but it is definitely a possi-
bility. And given our limited knowledge, a mere possibility 
is all we need to counter these two arguments.    

Chad Meeks is associate pastor of youth and discipleship at 
Cedar Heights Baptist Church, North Little Rock.

Deep Waters
Chad Meeks

The problem of evil
days feel like a gift from God. 
With that in mind, I must 
stop and consider whether my 
weariness right now is truly 
all from the busyness or if it 
is more from a lack of resting 
in His grace, a lack of allow-
ing His grace to be truly suf-
ficient. 

Don’t get me wrong; I 
know it’s easy to fall into a 
bad habit of overwhelming 
ourselves with our busy lives. 
We all have to be on guard 
against that in seasons of in-
terrupted routine and full cal-
endar days. And, even when 
we set solid boundaries, we 
will often still feel the weari-
ness. But, sometimes I think 
God leads us into seasons of 
pressure so He can show us 
how to live in His perfect, suf-
ficient grace in all seasons. 

God is so completely faith-
ful. He is so full of grace. Oh, 
dear friends, may we recog-
nize that! May we learn to live 
each moment, as Paul learned 
to do, in the truth of our Sav-
ior’s complete and sufficient 
grace.

Ann Hibbard is a member of 
East End Baptist Church, East 
End. 

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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How to deal with grief during the holidays
Garrick Conner
Special to the ABN

FOR BELIEVERS, grief is that 
undeniable part of the univer-
sal human experience that 
regularly reminds us that one 
day we’ll cross over to a place 
where there will be no more 
tears and no more pain.

But for the time be-
tween now and then, 
grief can take a huge 
emotional toll on us. 
This is especially true 
during the first year 
after a loss – the first 
birthday, Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day. No-
vember and December 
can be incredibly cruel 
and unforgiving months, with 
their emphasis on joy and fam-
ily togetherness. 

Losses come in two primary 
categories: anticipated and un-
expected. I encountered grief 
recently when I learned of the 
unexpected death of a friend 
and colleague. The news hit 
like a punch to the gut. Tears 
flowed freely as I struggled to 
process the reality of the loss 
and as I was reminded of my 
own mortality. 

Each of us has an appoint-
ment with death, for which we 
must be prepared. However, 
it’s others’ appointments with 
death that leave us feeling our 
way around and striving to 
navigate life in the absence of 
someone we love. 

As grief is concerned, an-
ticipated losses are really no 

less burdensome than sud-
den and shocking losses. The 
stages of grief, as described by 
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, remain 
largely the same: denial, anger, 
bargaining, depression and ac-
ceptance.

If you or someone you know 
is preparing to go through 
that first holiday season after 

a tough loss, here are 
some good things to 
keep in mind:

1) Grief doesn’t 
take a break for the 
holidays. In a culture 
that likes to compart-
mentalize, the emo-
tions associated with 
loss simply refuse to 
get in line. They im-

pact every aspect of life. Grief 
responses can be unpredict-
able, surprising us with un-
wanted appearances at inop-
portune times. It can be help-
ful to set aside focused times 
expressly for the purpose of 
being attentive to emotions.

2) The dichotomy is discon-
certing. The glamour and glitz 
of Christmas decorations can 
stand in stark contrast to the 
sense of emptiness that often 
accompanies grief. In fact, the 
grieving person may find it al-
most impossible to go through 
the motions of the holidays. 
It’s important to allow grace to 
scale back expectations with-
out feeling guilty.

3) Family traditions can 
take a real hit, especially if the 
person responsible for main-
taining them has died. The 

pressure to keep traditions 
is something many people 
experience. It’s OK to make 
changes or to enlist the help 
of other family members. The 
hole in the family provides 
the opportunity to talk about 
fond memories in a way that is 
healthy and therapeutic. Some 
families find it beneficial to 
begin a new tradition of some 
sort following a loss.

4) Favorite things can 
trigger a heightened grief 
response. In addition to the 
empty place at the dinner 
table, there are many aspects 
of the holiday season for 
which we have unconscious 
attachments. It’s normal for  
grief to be exacerbated by holi-
day songs, smells and orna-
ments. 

5) Everything takes more 
effort and energy. People are 
largely unprepared for the toll 
grief takes on their energy lev-
els. Even months after a loss, 
the holiday season can cause 
great expenditures of energy, 
both physically and emotion-
ally. It’s wise to consider this 
fact when planning the holi-
day calendar. This is the sea-
son of the year when we all do 
well to pace ourselves in order 
to keep the stress level as man-
ageable as possible. 

6) The holiday season falls 
at a particularly bad time 
of year. With the long, dark 
nights and cold, dreary weath-
er, a grieving soul can slip into 
a real depression. With an eye 
toward self-care, it’s important 

to eat right and exercise – yes, 
even during the holidays – and 
get adequate rest.

7) Keep connected to safe 
and supportive people. Dur-
ing the holidays, it can be easy 
to withdraw from relation-
ships – especially when those 
people seem preoccupied with 
their own Christmas parties 
and activities. Those who are 
grieving need someone to 
lean on. That may be a friend,  
a pastor or a counselor. This 
will help grief recovery con-
tinue to advance when it 
would not be uncommon to 
get stuck.

Perhaps the most important 
thing to remember about grief 
during the holidays is that the 
best gift you can give yourself 
is room to breathe. You might 
consider participating in a spe-
cial worship service designed 

specifically for those who are 
grieving. Many funeral homes 
and some churches offer such 
opportunities during the time 
between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.

Believe it or not, it is pos-
sible to experience joy during 
the holiday season, even as 
one who grieves. Sure, it won’t 
feel the same as it used to. But 
things will get better. It helps 
to remember that the same 
God who gave us the greatest 
gift as a baby later grieved the 
death of His Son. You can be 
sure that He understands what 
you’re thinking and feeling, 
and He cares for you.

Garrick D. Conner, a licensed 
professional counselor and licensed 
marriage and family therapist, is 
discipleship pastor at Park Hill 
Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock. 

continued from page one
ADOPTION
with that was in a bad situa-
tion,” said Brown. “Eventually, 
there was enough evidence to 
remove her from her home 
and place her in foster care.”

Brown immediately regis-
tered for classes and opened 
her home for the sole purpose 
of fostering this child. After 
getting through all but one 
class, she discovered the child 
was moved to therapeutic fos-
ter care, a more specialized 
foster care for children with 
significant emotional, behav-
ioral or social issues or medical 
needs. Therapeutic foster care 
also requires more training 
and classes for those seeking 
to foster. 

Brown switched gears to be-

come a therapeutic foster care 
parent, but realized that the 
child she wanted to foster was 
facing difficulties that needed 
one-on-one attention 24 hours 
a day. 

“Being single, I had to work. 
I knew I just wasn’t going to be 
able to take her,” said Brown. 
“I questioned why the Lord 
had me go through two differ-
ent foster care entities just to 
lead me to a dead end.”

Brown decided to keep her 
home open on a respite basis 
only. A few months later, she 
received a phone call from a 
therapeutic foster care agency.

“They said, ‘We have a 
4-year-old little girl that we feel 
would be a good fit for you 
and your home. We would 
like you to consider taking 
her. Please let us know in the 
next 24 hours.’ That was it. No 

details. No story. Nothing,” 
Brown said.

Accepting a child in thera-
peutic foster care is a one-year 
minimum commitment be-
cause the child needs stability.

“It was a lot to think about, 
but in February 2008 I said 
yes,” said Brown. “I walked 
into an office to a little girl 
with a princess crown on play-
ing with a dollhouse.” 

A year later, Brown’s foster 
child was available for adop-
tion, but Brown was hesitant. 

Later, the Arkansas Divi-
sion of Children and Family 
Services (DCFS) called to ar-
range a meeting between the 
child and a potential adoptive 
family.

“I was extremely defensive 
and didn’t understand why 
they wanted her adopted so 
soon,” said Brown. “I remem-

ber the DCFS worker said 
to me, ‘Andrea, if you aren’t 
going to be her forever family, 
then we have to find her one.’ 
At that moment the Lord so 
sweetly used this worker to lay 
the call to adopt on my heart.”

Brown adopted her daugh-
ter in July 2009.

“The healing process of 
adoption is just that,” Brown 
said. “It’s a process.”

According to Brown, the 
first six months were full of 
tantrums. 

“I learned quickly to not 
take her little words personally  
and to continue to pray for 
her behavior and for healing,” 
Brown said. “It was like she 
had to try all of her tricks that 
got her removed from other 
homes before she really be-
lieved me when I said, ‘You’re 
not going anywhere.’” 

Little by little, her daughter 
started to show signs of trust 
and understanding of rules 
and boundaries. 

Knowing the Reeves 
through the college ministry at 
Central Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, Brown began attending 
Journey when it began. 

“Dan stated from the very 
beginning of Journey that we 
would be a church that cares 
about the orphan and sup-
ports families who feel the 
call to foster and adopt. Jour-
ney has done just that,” said 
Brown. 

Like Brown, another Jour-
ney family was gradually led by 
God to adopt. It started with 
Aaron Baker on a flight home 
from China.

“Once I boarded the plane, 

See ADOPTION page 9
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2018-19.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Historic summer at Camp Siloam
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

SILOAM SPRINGS – As the 
doors of Camp Siloam’s new 
dining hall were swung open 
for summer 2018, the doors 
of a record number of camp-
ers’ hearts also were opened 
to make life-changing spiritual 
commitments.

With a summer attendance 
of 5,611, a total of 1,269 camp-
ers made life-changing spiri-
tual commitments this past 
summer. 

“It’s the most we’ve ever 
had,” said Jason Wilkie, execu-
tive director of Camp Siloam. 
“That total number includes 
461 salvation decisions and a 
record 266 campers who ex-
pressed interest in exploring 
a call to missions or full-time 
ministry.” 

This summer’s theme was 
Dojos and Dragons, which 
paralleled the biblical story in 
Jeremiah 1 of God’s call to Jer-
emiah to be a prophet. 

Spiritual transformation
One camper, Jake*, ar-

rived at camp, seeming to be 
depressed and sharing some 
dark thoughts about his life, 
which had been difficult in 
many ways. “There was simply 

a darkness about him that was 
manifest in his countenance,” 
Wilkie said. 

As the week progressed, 
Wilkie and other leaders spent 
time with Jake and prayed for 
him. 

“On Friday morning, Jake 
looked different; his counte-
nance had changed,” Wilkie 
said. 

The young man shared 
with Wilkie, “Last night God 
spoke to me. I know God cares 
for me, and He will help me 
through.”

In at least five ways, Wilkie 
said, Camp Siloam is designed 
for such spiritual transforma-
tion: 1) People pray for a pow-
erful week; 2) Campers agree 
to leave their world behind; 3) 
Campers retreat to the wilder-
ness; 4) Even non-Christians 
know they are going to a Chris-
tian camp, and most assume 
they will have an encounter 
with God, and 5) Campers 
hear the gospel presented 
seven times each week.

“When all of those ele-
ments come together, God’s 
presence is rich,” Wilkie said.

New dining hall
Cedar Hall, the camp’s new 

dining hall, enhanced the en-
tire camping experience, Wilk-
ie said. 

“It was our hope and prayer 
that the dining hall would be 
a place where friendships are 
deepened … where people 
linger. What we saw this sum-
mer was that people stayed to 
talk and visit after meals” in 

the comfortable seating areas 
cooled by air-conditioning. 
Also, new kitchen equipment 
allowed camp staff to “cook a 
greater variety of food,” Wilkie 
said.

Chad Plummer, chil-
dren’s pastor at First Baptist 
Church, Bentonville, told  
Wilkie, “I wouldn’t have 
thought a building could 
change the atmosphere of a 
camp, but the dining hall has 
done it.” 

One topic of conversation 
in the dining hall never lost its 
luster. “We loved sharing the 
stories of all God had done 
in providing for His ministry 
at Camp Siloam. … We are 
so grateful for everyone who 
made Cedar Hall possible,” 
Wilkie said.

Looking ahead
Just as the new dining hall 

enhanced the summer 2018 
camping experience, Wilkie 
continues to dream, strategize 
and pray about other improve-
ments on the Camp Siloam 
property. One need, “which 
campers express on our com-
ment cards each week,” said 
Wilkie, is bathroom renova-
tion in the camp’s bunkhous-
es. Also, Wilkie expressed the 
need for infrastructure and 
recreational improvements. “A 
small two-acre lake would have 
the greatest impact on our rec-
reation,” he said. 

*Name was changed to protect 
the individual’s privacy.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

A camper yells during an activity at Camp Siloam. A record number of campers 
made life-changing spiritual commitments this summer at Camp Siloam. Total at-
tendance was 5,611 campers, with 1,269 making spiritual decisions.

IN THE November 1 edition of the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN), the 
ABN reported that the Arkansas Baptist Foundation (ABF), “con-
tinues to provide free estate planning services for all Arkansas Bap-
tists.” The statement should have read, the ABF, “offers free estate 
planning for any Arkansas Baptist in denominational service or any 
Arkansas Baptist looking to make a legacy gift to kingdom causes.”

Correction
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Located just 10 minutes from Hot Springs Village, Arkansas, SOZO Recovery Center is 
achieving amazing results in curing drug and alcohol addiction in men by having their  
residential clients study the Bible and attend a local church. “By practicing this God-centered,  
Bible-based curriculum, over 35 men have gotten sober and become baptized in the last 
four years”, said SOZO Director, Bob O’Dowd.

For information, call Bob O’Dowd 
at 501-226-9575 or email him 
at bonhsv@suddenlink.net.

www.sozorecoverycenters.com

FAITH BASED ADDICTION RECOVERY

Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

CABOT – Keiki Cardona is a 
normal first-grader. She loves 
playing with her big brother 
and goofing around. Most of 
all, Keiki loves helping others.

One day, Keiki was out for a 
walk with her mom when she 
shared an idea.

“She wanted to have a yard 
sale and give things away to 
people who couldn’t afford to 
buy them,” said Bridgette Car-
dona, Keiki’s mom. “Then, 
she decided to have people 
just pay what they could afford 
and all the money would go to 
Keep the Faith Foundation.”

Keep the Faith Foundation, 
an extension of the Faith Sup-
port Ministry of Faith Baptist 
Church, Cabot, was created to 
provide support for children 
with cancer and their families. 
The foundation was estab-
lished in memory of Dakota 
Hawkins, Jazlyn Ferguson and 
Caleb Sims, three children 
who lost their lives to cancer. 

Every child who is placed in 
the Keep the Faith Foundation 
receives an age-appropriate 
Bible and a monogrammed 
blanket. Additionally, hand-
made cards are given to the 
children, and the foundation 
provides a quarterly meal to 
families who have children 
admitted to the hematology/
oncology floor at the Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital. 

To pay for ministry expens-
es, the foundation created the 
Pennies from Heaven fundrais-
ing campaign for people like 
Keiki to donate money. 

“I came up with the idea 
from God’s heart,” said Keiki. 
“I wanted to help the kids with 

cancer and their families.”
While Bridgette wasn’t 

shocked by Keiki’s idea, she 
was hesitant.

“My first reaction was that 
the yard sale was going to be 
the Saturday before I go back 
to work and there were sev-
eral things I needed to do,” 
said Bridgette, a second-grade 
teacher for the Cabot School 
District. “I immediately 
thought how selfish of me. I 
felt the Holy Spirit, and I knew 
God led her to do this. So, 
how could I say no?”

The Cardona family gath-
ered items to sell. Family and 
friends donated items for the 
cause. The yard sale included 
luggage, books, purses, clothes 
and home décor. Keiki also 
sold cookies and candy bars to 
raise more money. 

Bridgette used her Face-
book page to spread the word 
about Keiki’s yard sale.

“Hello,” Keiki said in a 
video Bridgette shared on 
Facebook on the day of the 
yard sale. “Today we are having 
a yard sale, and it’s going to 
be donations only. Whatever 
you bring, it’s going to go to 

Pennies from Heaven for kids 
with cancer.”

“The yard sale is going to 
be right over there,” she said, 
pointing off camera. “At the 
yard.” 

During the yard sale, friends 
and family stopped by to shop 
and donate money. Several of 
Bridgette’s friends also donat-
ed money through Facebook 
to support Keiki. 

“I think it didn’t just impact 
us as a family, but our friends 
and community were impact-
ed as well,” said Bridgette. “I 
know several of my students 
told me they now want to help 
out Keep the Faith Founda-
tion.”

In total, Keiki raised $560 
for the foundation.

“I’ve always been proud of 
my daughter,” said Ryan Car-
dona, youth pastor at Second 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville. 
“This is just evidence of God 
working in her life.”

The foundation surprised 
Keiki at her school with a bun-
dle of balloons and a certifi-
cate naming her the recipient 

First-grader raises $500+
for children with cancer

See CANCER page 9

Keiki Cardona and her brother, Keegan, spend a Saturday raising money for Keep the 
Faith Foundation through soliciting donations and a yard sale. 
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Blind tape ministry - 1/3 page adYou don’t have to see the  
ABN to hear its stories!

For more information on the ABN’s Blind Tape Ministry  
email abn@arkansasbaptist.org or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Do you know a friend or family member who is legally blind?  
If so, they can receive an audio CD featuring stories read by  

ABN Podcast host Bill Bumpas shipped to their door  
free of charge through the ABN’s Blind Tape Ministry!

continued from page 8

CANCER
of the Giving Heart Award. 

“There is nothing greater 
than seeing the Lord work in 
your child’s life. I know the 
Lord placed this yard sale on 
her heart, and she was deter-
mined to follow through,” said 
Bridgette. “It doesn’t get any 
better than that.”

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.

‘Love One Another’ 2019 National Day of Prayer theme
ROGERS (BP) – Love One 
Another is the theme for the 
2019 National Day of Prayer 
May 2, Ronnie Floyd, presi-
dent, National Day of Prayer, 
announced Oct. 30.

Anchored in John 13:34, 
the theme seeks to mobilize 
the nation in prayer on May 
2 in every U.S. locale across 
generational, ethnic and lin-
guistic lines, said Floyd, senior 
pastor of Cross Church in  

northwest Arkansas.
“I realize that our task today 

is daunting and quite intimi-
dating,” Floyd said in his Face-
book announcement, “but it is 
not impossible.

“I don’t have all of the an-
swers, and I don’t think any 
one of us would have all of 
the answers,” he said, “but 
we do know ultimately Who 
does have all of the answers, 
Who has a greater passion and 

a greater vision to redeem the 
world. And that’s Jesus Christ, 
the living Son of God.”

Floyd, a former Southern 
Baptist Convention president, 
announced the theme and 
Scripture during a two-day 
National Leadership Summit, 
which concluded at the Pin-
nacle Hills campus of Cross 
Church in Rogers.

National Day of Prayer is 
seeking to reach the nation’s 

328 million people in 3,142 
counties and 19,510 incorpo-
rated places, including cities, 
towns and villages.

Nearly a third, 29 percent, 
of Americans are nonreligious, 
ranging in extremes from reli-
gious resistance to solid secu-
larism, Floyd said, referencing 
Pew Research Center numbers 
released in August.

Visit nationaldayofprayer.
org for more information.

I found that the entire flight 
was full of families returning 
to America from their adop-
tion trips,” said Baker. 

An international flight full 
of young children is not desir-
able. Although the flight was 
loud, Baker enjoyed talking 
with the new fathers.

Once he returned home, 
he discussed the trip with his 
wife, Beth.

“I explained the flight and 
marveled at the joy and hope 
that the parents had for the 
children they were bringing 
home,” said Baker. “That con-
versation sowed a seed that 
would be watered and grown 
over the next years.”

The Bakers began looking 
into adoption and filled out 
paperwork for more than one 
agency. Repeatedly, the doors 
would close instead of open.

Even after the birth of their 

twin girls in 2009, the Bakers 
still felt God calling them to 
adopt. 

“Beth’s heart continued 
to run to the kids here in 
Arkansas who were strug-
gling to find a home. From 
her time in the school 
system, she saw kids that 
needed someone to tell 
them they were created for 
greatness,” Baker said. “My 
heart would take a little 
more time. However, God 
opened my eyes and heart 
to foster care.”

The Bakers opened up 
their house as a foster-to-
adopt home. Their second 
placement was a little boy, 
and from early on, they 
were in love with him. In 
January 2017, the Bakers 
adopted him.

“He has challenges, but 
when he smiles and laughs, 
you can see true joy in a deep 
way,” Baker said. 

The Bakers are still under-
going training through the 

Unplowed Ground program 
offered by King’s Ranch, a 
non-profit organization that 

provides support, education 
and training in therapeutic 
parenting tools.

Unplowed Ground was 

developed by Eddie and Lee 
Anne Cooper, members of 
Journey. 

After they began their 
own adoption journey 15 
years ago, the Coopers 
compiled what they have 
learned through the years 
working with children with 
histories of trauma, loss 
and abuse. The Coopers 
focus on equipping fami-
lies to help their adopted 
children heal. 

“Every adopted child, 
no matter if an infant or 
a 16-year-old, has a history 
of trauma on some level,” 
said Veronica Reeves, who 
works as church and donor 
partnerships coordinator 
for King’s Ranch. “At Jour-
ney, we emphasize the im-
portance of training for all 
our adoptive families.”

The program also serves 
traditional families who are 
struggling with behavioral dif-
ficulties. 

Through the partnership 

with King’s Ranch, Journey 
provides every family with 
a scholarship for their Un-
plowed Ground therapeutic 
parenting training and coach-
ing. 

“We believe that for every 
family called to adopt, God 
calls several more to surround 
that family with care, support, 
encouragement and provi-
sion,” said Veronica Reeves. 
“God has answered our prayers 
and called some Journey fami-
lies to adopt, but all of us have 
clear ways to obey James 1:27.”

Church members can show 
their support by taking a meal 
to an adoptive family, mow-
ing their yard, helping cover 
expenses and being trained 
to provide therapeutic respite 
care.

“Adoption is and always 
has been a key component of 
the culture of Journey,” said 
Veronica Reeves. “It is in our 
DNA.”

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page 6
ADOPTION

Andrea Brown adopted her daughter in 2009 as 
a single mom. When Journey launched in 2011, 
Brown found a church that supported the needs of 
her and her daughter.
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C l a s s i f i e d s

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, AR, is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time pastor. Please email 
resume to 2018elliottbaptist@gmail.com, or 
mail to Pastor Search Committee, Elliott Baptist 
Church, 4189 Hwy. 376 S., Camden, AR 71701. 
You may also include a sermon DVD or a link to 
a sermon video/audio.

Bigelow Baptist Church, Bigelow, AR, is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resumes to brandonrakridge@gmail.com.

Windover Baptist Church is seeking a pas-
tor and is open to bi-vocational and full-time 
candidates. Please send resumes to Search 
Committee Chairperson, 311 Windover, Jones-
boro, AR 72401 by Jan. 31st.

Sulphur Rock Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Please send resume 
to PO Box 67, Sulphur Rock, AR 72579, or email 
pweaver98@yahoo.com.

Fair Park Baptist Church is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resumes by 
January 31st to FPBC Pastor Search, 801 East 
16th St., Russellville, AR 72801.

Hamburg First Baptist Church is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time pastor.  Please send re-
sume to First Baptist Church Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 203 E. Parker St., Hamburg, AR  71646 
or email to fbchbg.office@gmail.com. For more 

FBC, Port Arthur, is prayerfully seeking a 
full-time worship/outreach pastor. We 
are a multi-generational church that currently 
has a traditional worship style but is moving 
to a more contemporary worship. This individ-
ual must not only be musically gifted but also 
have a heart for outreach as we try to reach our 
community for Christ. For a full job description 
and information concerning FBCPA please visit 
www.fbcportarthur.org. Send resumes to dhin-
tonfbc@gmail.com.

P/T praise team director needed at FBC 
West Fork. Must lead weekly Sunday morning 
service and bi-weekly Sunday evening. Ap-
plicant should know musical parts and have 
experience with team/band. Send resumes to 
westforkfbc@yahoo.com or drop off at 246 Cen-
tennial Ave, West Fork, AR.

First Baptist Church, Sheridan, is seeking a 
part-time student pastor. Have a special 
emphasis on making disciples of all 7th-12th-
grade students. If you are a student seeking a 
job to learn and grow in the ministry, please 
also consider applying. Send resumes to chris-
tie_0326@yahoo.com.

Ebenezer Baptist Church, El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of students 
with some associate pastor responsibilities. 

Please send resumes to: Search Committee, Eb-
enezer Baptist Church, 1942 N. Wyatt Drive, El 
Dorado, AR 71730.

Vine Prairie Baptist Church near Mulberry, 
AR, is looking for a Sunday-only minister 
of worship and pianist. If interested, please 
contact Tom Smith, pastor, at 318-918-9669.

Judsonia FBC is in search of a full-time 
pastor of youth/education director; 
salary set at $50,000. Please send resumes to 
fbcjud@gmail.com or call (501)729-3336. 

Graves Memorial Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, is seeking a full-time or part-time 
youth pastor. Please send resumes to nick@
gmbclife.com.

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Arkansas,  
is seeking a full-time student pastor. Send 
resume to 500 S. Washington, Murfreesboro, AR 
71958 or firstbaptistmurfreesboro@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Arkan-
sas, is seeking a part-time music minister. 
Send resume to 500 S. Washington, Murfrees-
boro, AR 71958 or firstbaptistmurfreesboro@
gmail.com.

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational youth pastor. Send 
resume to: smbcsecretary@windstream.net or 
PO Box 430, Crossett, AR 71635.

Farmington First is seeking a full-time 
student minister for established youth 

ministry. Looking for someone to take students 
deeper in the faith and equip them to reach oth-
ers. Experience and a theology degree preferred 
but not required. Send resume to personnel@
farmingtonfirst.com.

FBC, Prescott, is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send re-
sume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, PO 
Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send 
resumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hen-
derson, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.org.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC, Pea Ridge. 479-451-
8192. To submit resume or request more info -  
al@prfbc.org.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-
tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

Ministerial discount: 4 burial plots at For-
rest Hills Memorial Park, Little Rock. Located 
in Garden 4, lot 618, sites 3,4,5,6. Regular cost 
$1800 each but will discount each plot to $800 
each with ministerial discount. Mike Russell 
479-841-2601.

information, you may call the church office at 
870-853-5520.

Calvary Baptist Church in NLR is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Send re-
sume to 5025 Lynch Drive, NLR AR 72117, Attn: 
Pastor Search Committee.

First Baptist Church, Hector, is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 801 
East 16th Street, Russellville AR 72801, or email: 
arvba@suddenlink.net.

East Side Baptist Church, Paragould, AR, is 
seeking a full-time senior pastor. Please 
mail resumes to: Pastor Search Committee, East 
Side Baptist Church, 529 E. Court Street, Para-
gould, AR 72450, or mail resumes to: brichey@
connect2eastside.com. You may also include a 
sermon DVD or a link to a sermon video/audio.

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Weatherford, is 
prayerfully seeking an experienced F/T senior 
pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search Com-
mittee, Emmanuel Baptist Church, 719 North 
Kansas, Weatherford, OK 73096 or email to  
ebcwford@gmail.com.

Victory Baptist Church, Back Gate, AR, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumes to: pastorsearch@vbcbackgate.com.

North Main Baptist Church (SBC) seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resumes to 
jvance1@windstream.net or 707 North Main, 
Sheridan, AR 72150.

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

He is survived by his wife, 
two sons, four grandchildren, 
seven great-grandchildren and 
one brother.

A musical memorial cel-
ebration was held Oct. 30 at 
Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Little Rock. 

Paul Ray 
Root, 86, of 
Arkadelphia, 
died Oct. 26. 

A professor 
emeritus of 
education at 
Ouachita Bap-

tist University, Root served the 
university for 22 years as dean, 
professor and chair of the de-
partment of education. 

Root also served as the in-
terim music minister in several 
churches in Arkansas and In-
diana, and he was a member 

Obituaries

Milestones

Carolyn Seay recognized for service 

Marty Watson retired as 
senior pastor of Baring Cross 
Baptist Church, Sherwood, 
Oct. 21. Watson served Bar-
ing Cross for 24 years. A re-
ception was held Nov. 11 in  
his honor.

First Baptist Church, Rector, honored Carolyn Seay for 40 years of service as the 
custodian by naming the church kitchen after her. Seay continues to serve the church 
as a Sunday school teacher and church hostess.

Harold B. Ray, 88, of Jones-
boro, died Oct. 21. 

Ray served as a pastor for 
32 years and as director of mis-
sions for Mt. Zion Baptist As-
sociation for 29 years. 

Ray was preceded in death 
by his wife, parents and 14 
brothers and sisters.

He is survived by a daugh-
ter, two sons, four grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchil-
dren.

Services were held Oct. 24 
at Nettleton Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro.

James Frederick “Freddie” 
Holmes, 83, died Oct. 24.

Holmes was a Baptist minis-
ter and pastor for 65 years.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and a brother. 

of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention’s Master’Singers. 

He was preceded in death 
by two brothers, two sisters 
and a granddaughter.

He is survived by his wife, 
two sons, three grandchildren, 
a great-granddaughter and two 
sisters. 

Funeral services were 
held Oct. 30 at First Baptist 
Church, Arkadelphia.

Visit  arkansasbaptist.org/ads
to place a classified
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Scripture makes it very clear we 
may possibly suffer for our faith in 
Jesus Christ. Paul said, “All those who 
want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). 
James took it a step further and said 
we should be patient in our suffering  
(James 5:10). 

James’ readers were struggling, im-
poverished, persecuted and discour-
aged. They were told to be patient until 
“the Lord’s com-
ing” (James 5:7). 
He is the Lord of 
Hosts Who hears 
their cry (James 
5:4). He will vin-
dicate them in His 
time. The Lord is 
coming to judge the sinful and deliver 
the faithful.

James gave three examples of pa-
tience. First, he said to be patient like 
the farmer who is waiting for the rain 
and the harvest (James 5:7). This was 
not under the farmer’s control; he must 
wait patiently on the Lord. We must 
trust God with what we have no control 
over.  

Second, James tied patience and 
suffering together (James 5:10). The 

prophets, while communicating God’s 
Word, spoke out against injustice, sin 
and evil, and they gave instructions on 
how to live. Many suffered because of 
it. Suffering provides many opportuni-
ties to speak the truth in love for the 
glory of God.

The third example is Job. There is a 
phenomenal verse in the Book of Job, 
“I had heard rumors about You, but 
now my eyes have seen You” (Job 42:5). 

This statement 
came after 41 
chapters of laying 
out the purpose 
for Job’s suffer-
ing. God’s pur-
pose for what we 
are going through 

may not be understood now, but we 
are not to the end yet.  James assured 
us that “the Lord is very compassionate 
and merciful” (James 5:11).

A cancer patient who was experienc-
ing great uncontrollable pain asked me 
if she could pray for me. She was pa-
tient and kind, and she gave testimony 
to God’s goodness. She was literally 
living out what James commanded in 
this text. Believers should turn to God 
when facing the trials of life.

kings of the earth (Psa. 138:4-5). They 
must hear the Word of God and re-
spond in faith. David believed that 
his praise of God would have an influ-
ence on the pagan kings around Israel. 
These kings were not praising God, 
but it was his prayer that they would.  
It was also his prayer that they would 
see their earthly glory in contrast to 
God’s glory, which is greater.  

In Psalm 138:7-8, David praised 
God for preserv-
ing his life, pro-
tecting him from 
his enemies, and 
fulfilling His pur-
poses for David’s 
life. David gave 
us an explanation 

for his praise in verse 8, “Do not aban-
don the work of Your hands.” David 
saw himself and the purposes God had 
for him as an ongoing work of God.  

As believers, we need to express 
thanksgiving and praise to God for 
what He is doing in our lives. Our 
praise can be a motivator for oth-
ers to give thanks and praise God 
too. We should remember: God is 
still working on us, and He will not  
abandon us.

This was the last major conflict for 
Isaac. He was old and blind. Jacob and 
Rebekah conspired to steal the blessing 
for Jacob. Jacob’s name actually means 
“deceiver” (Gen. 25:24-26). Jacob dis-
guised himself as his brother Esau and 
deceived Isaac while he was alone. The 
Scriptures indicate that Isaac was a lit-
tle suspicious, “Are you really my son 
Esau?” (Gen. 27:24) Despite his suspi-
cion, he blessed Jacob, thinking he was 
blessing Esau. Esau 
was furious and 
sought to kill Jacob, 
but his mother 
warned him and 
Jacob went to Mes-
opotamia in search 
of a wife. Eventually Esau would sell his 
birthright for food.

As we consider the spiritual lessons 
in this story, we must note that none 
in the family was sinless in this mat-
ter. Rebekah was guilty of conspiracy 
against Isaac. Isaac was guilty of ini-
tially not supporting God’s choice of 
Jacob as his heir (Heb. 11:20). Esau was 
guilty of selling his inheritance for food 
(Heb. 12:6). Jacob was guilty of deceiv-
ing his father and taking advantage of 

his brother. There were consequences 
for all this deception. Rebekah lost 
her favorite son because he was sent 
away. Esau lost his inheritance. Jacob 
became a fugitive. 

Someone might ask, “Did God not 
choose Jacob?” The answer is yes, but 
we must not consider that God ap-
proved of this deception. God chose 
the destiny but not the path this fam-
ily took. God would never approve of 

deception or an at-
tempt to deceive. 
Chuck Swindoll 
said, “They just as 
easily could have 
chosen a peaceful, 
obedient path and 

enjoyed God’s favor along the way.”  
There are some spiritual lessons 

from this family conflict. We must 
trust in the sovereignty of God. We 
must not get ahead of God and rely 
on our self-sufficiency. Our past fail-
ures do not stop future blessing from 
God. Our failures do not destroy 
God’s promises. Faith looks forward 
not backward. God will accomplish 
His purposes despite His covenant 
people’s sin.

God often uses trials, troubles and 
tribulation to expose our true faith. 
Faith means to have trust and/or con-
fidence. The lesson of God’s dealings 
with Ahaz is, “Stop trusting in your own 
strength and your political alliances and 
place your faith in God.”

Ahaz’ enemies sought to take control 
of Judah and replace him with a puppet 
king. Syria and Ephraim (the Northern 
Kingdom) applied 
political pressure 
to get King Ahaz 
to join them in an 
alliance against 
Assyria. Ahaz had 
secretly made a 
treaty with As-
syria. Ahaz was playing power politics 
and not trusting in God. His alliance 
with Assyria would be the very thing 
that would destroy him and Judah al-
most entirely.

God told Ahaz to ask for a sign, but 
Ahaz would not because he didn’t want 
to test the Lord. This was false humility. 
He was trusting in his political alliances 
and not trusting in God.  The Lord pro-
vided a sign anyway, “The virgin will 
conceive, have a son, and name him Im-

manuel. By the time he learns to reject 
what is bad and choose what is good, 
he will be eating butter and honey. For 
before the boy knows to reject what is 
bad and choose what is good, the land 
of the two kings you dread will be aban-
doned” (Isa. 7:14-16). 

There was a child born in Ahaz’ day 
who was named Immanuel and grew 
up as any normal child. His develop-

ment was like a 
timepiece that 
would remove the 
military threat 
from Judah. The 
sign also told 
Ahaz that God 
was present and 

protecting him and Judah. Ahaz did 
not stand firm in faith, so he did not 
stand at all (Isa. 7:9). He wanted As-
syria to save him, but God used Assyria 
to judge him and the faithlessness of 
the people.

We must stand in faith, or we will 
not stand at all. Paul said, “The righ-
teous live by faith” (Rom. 1:17). That 
faith must be placed in Jesus Christ. He 
is our Immanuel – God with us – and 
our Savior.

The focus of Psalm 138 is praise for 
God. Although the exact occasion for 
this Psalm is not known, it may have 
grown out of the opposition of the sur-
rounding nations when David became 
king of a united Israel (2 Sam. 5; 8:1-4). 
David prayed for God’s help, and God 
delivered him. This Psalm shows Da-
vid’s confidence that God would fulfill 
His purposes for his life.

We first see David’s expression of 
praise (Psa. 138:1-
3). To understand 
David’s praise, we 
need to under-
stand the nature 
of praise. Praise 
doesn’t automati-
cally happen. 
Praise is a volitional choice. Praise is 
not based on our feelings, attitude, or 
what it does for us. It’s all about God. 
David used the words, “I will,” three 
times, and the words, “I called,” once. 
These are not selfish words. He gave 
thanks, sang praise, bowed down, ex-
alted God’s name and prayed. All these 
phrases were directed toward God be-
cause of His constant love, His faithful-
ness, His promise and His strength. 

David extended this praise to the 

A prayer of thanksgiving
Psalm 138:1-8 (HCsB)
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Gerald Nash

Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Russellville. He is a member of Second 
Baptist Church, Conway, where he serves as a Bible teacher, small group leader and member of the men’s ministry. He also serves 
as a clergy-chaplain at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Conway. He has attended several universities and seminaries, including Wil-
liams Baptist University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has earned a bachelor’s degree in Christian ministries, 
master’s degrees in pastoral studies and theological studies and a doctorate in pastoral studies. He volunteers on the Cairo Geniza  
Princeton project analyzing and sorting undeciphered Hebrew, Greek and Arabic manuscript fragments (10th-13th centuries) of 
the Jewish diaspora in Egypt. His goal is to be an adjunct professor and return to the university to work on a master’s degree in 
archaeology with an emphasis in paleography.
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Arkansas Baptists 
‘fulfill calling;’ oppose 
gambling amendment

JONESBORO – Just two weeks before a statewide elec-tion, Arkansas Baptists ex-pressed vehement opposition to Issue 4, the proposed con-stitutional amendment to ex-pand casino gambling to four Arkansas counties. 
Coming together Oct. 23-24 for the 165th annual meeting of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC), at Cen-tral Baptist Church, Jones-boro, Arkansas Baptists unani-

mously approved a resolution that encouraged all Arkansas voters to vote against Issue 4. Messengers further committed to restore and rehabilitate in-dividuals who are involved in “problem gambling” and also provide a “safety net” for the gamblers’ families and com-munities, if Issue 4 is approved in the Nov. 6 election.
Larry Page, executive direc-tor, Arkansas Faith and Eth-ics Council, and chairman of 

the ABSC Resolutions Com-mittee, said, “This is a really sorry piece of public policy,” noting that it “violates a num-ber of biblical principles” and supports “an industry that is predatory.” He also highlight-ed numerous facts about how gambling negatively impacts society.
In another resolution, close-ly related to the one opposing Issue 4, messengers encour-aged all believers to “engage 

the culture by being informed and proactive citizens, by vot-ing in all elections, by praying for all those in authority and positions of influence, and by participating appropriately in civic matters.”
During the meeting, mes-sengers approved a total of six resolutions (read related article on page 9), including resolu-tions focused on the holiness and integrity of ministry lead-ers; on Christlike communi-

cation and the use of social media, and on appreciation and support for Arkansas Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU).
In addition to voting on res-olutions during the 2018 an-nual meeting with the theme Fulfill Your Calling, messen-gers heard inspiring messages, participated in a commission-ing service, conducted busi-
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New facility designed to be 
inviting to surrounding community

Balboa Baptist opens 
Outreach Center
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Southern Baptists
to gather in Dallas

DALLAS (BP) – Going into 

this year’s annual meeting as 

president of the Southern Bap-

tist Convention (SBC), Steve 

Gaines acknowledged South-

ern Baptists face critical deci-

sions in the days and months 

ahead.
“Obviously, we face the 

challenge of seeking new lead-

ers to fill two of our most im-

portant leadership roles – the 

president of the International 

Mission Board (IMB) and the 

CEO of the SBC Executive 

Committee,” he said in writ-

ten comments to Baptist Press.
“We must have godly, Spir-

it-filled leaders in those posi-

tions,” Gaines said. “We all 

know that everything rises and 

falls on leadership. We need 

to pray that the Lord will place 

the exact people He wants in 

these two vital positions.”
Among those key leadership 

decisions, messengers will elect 

a new SBC president during 

the June 12-13 meeting at the 

Kay Bailey Hutchison Conven-

tion Center in Dallas. Gaines, 

who will finish his second and 

final one-year term, noted that 

the candidates who have an-

nounced their intentions to 

be nominated appear to be 

“godly men” and well-qualified 

for the post.
“J.D. Greear and Ken 

Hemphill are both Christ-like 

men who have led wonderful, 

evangelistic churches,” said 

Gaines, pastor of Memphis-

area Bellevue Baptist Church 

in Cordova, Tenn. “Both have 

earned Ph.D.’s, and both love 

the Lord and the Southern 

Baptist Convention.”
“... I urge all Southern Bap-

tists to pray to our sovereign 

God,” he noted, “and to ask 

Him to have His way regarding 

the election for all the officers 

in Dallas, including who will 

lead us as our next president.”
During the meeting, Gaines 

will call Southern Baptists to 

“pray for the Lord’s manifest 

presence to envelop all of us,” 

he said, “from the first prayer 

on Tuesday morning to the 

closing prayer on Wednesday 

afternoon.”
The Tuesday evening ses-

sion will focus on a time of 

prayer and worship with Chris-

tian apologist Ravi Zacharias. 

This year, Gaines will also urge 

Continued on page 6

Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center in Dallas
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Cowboy and Rose City
churches join for outreach

Cowboys 
in the city
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Good food, community 
focus of Dumas restaurant

Page 2
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Sonflour 
Bakery owner-

operators John Rogers 
(left) and Leigh Rogers 
(right), with their son 
Logan, in front of the 

restaurant in 
downtown 

Dumas

SCOTUS affirms
Ark. judgment;
rules for baker

NEWS ANALYSIS

Caleb Yarbrough
and Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

IN RECENT days, America’s 
highest court handed down 
wins for the pro-life movement 
in Arkansas and for religious 
liberty nationwide, in the form 
of a denied appeal and a rul-
ing.

PP appeal denied
The U.S. Supreme Court re-

fused May 29 to hear Planned 
Parenthood’s appeal of an 
A r k a n s a s 
law requir-
ing doctors 
who provide 
medication 
abortions to contract with a 
medical specialist with hos-
pital admitting privileges to 
handle complications.

This action could open the 
door for Arkansas to become 
the first state to effectively out-
law medication-induced abor-
tions. The Supreme Court’s 
denial of the appeal means the 
law will take effect in mid-July 
if no other legal challenges are 
filed.

“I am thankful for the dis-
cernment used by the U.S. 
Supreme Court to not ad-
dress this issue,” J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), said. 
“The regulation in question 
is a common-sense regulation 
to protect people from an in-
dustry that wants unfettered 

access to abortion at will, with-
out the normal medical pro-
tocol in which other medical 
professions must abide.”

The Arkansas law was en-
acted in 2015 but temporarily 
blocked by a federal judge in 
2016. A three-judge panel of 
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals overturned the ruling 
in 2017, leading to Planned 
Parenthood’s appeal.

Planned Parenthood in Lit-
tle Rock and Fayetteville are 
the primary providers of medi-
cation abortion in Arkansas, 

a c c o r d i n g 
to a press 
release from 
A r k a n s a s 
Right to Life 

(ARTL), which further states 
that 556 medication abortions 
were reported to the Arkan-
sas Department of Health in 
2016.

This law “does not stop 
Planned Parenthood or other 
abortion providers from per-
forming chemical abortion in 
Arkansas, what it does do is 
ensure that women who have 
complications from the pro-
cedure get help from a physi-
cian in a hospital if necessary, 
something everyone should 
agree on,” the ARTL press re-
lease reads.

Planned Parenthood argues 
that it cannot find any Arkan-
sas obstetricians willing to 
handle hospital admissions for 
women with complications, 

See RULINGS page 6
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Unity highlighted during 
services nationwide May 3

National 
Day of Prayer
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Hope for 
the hurting

Page 3
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FBC, Hope, aims to reach juveniles, 
families through Banner Hope Center

Daniel 
Bramlett, 

pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Hope, tells about 

the new Banner Hope Center 
while Arkansas Gov. 

Asa Hutchinson (left)
looks on.
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The Museum of the Bible highlights 

Scripture as church planters reach 

Washington D.C. for Christ

Bible highlighted, 

gospel spread in D.C.
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Ten Commandments 

monument dedicated

Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas state Sen. Jason Rapert (center) speaks during the dedication of the 

American History and Heritage Foundation’s Ten Commandments monument on the grounds 

of the Arkansas Capitol in Little Rock April 26 amid applause and protest. 

The monument, protected by four cement pillars (left), is the second of its kind. The original 

was destroyed June 28, 2017, less than 24 hours after it was installed. Michael Tate Reed of 

Van Buren was charged with first-degree criminal mischief for allegedly using his car to ram 

the original monument. Reed was committed to the Arkansas State Hospital after being found 

unfit to stand trial, according to the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.

Don’t be a back-row Baptist!
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