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LITTLE ROCK – A partner-
ship between the Arkansas 
Department of Correction 
(ADC), Mid-America Bap-
tist Theological Seminary 
(MABTS) and the Arkansas 
Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC), will soon 
establish a seminary 
within one of Arkan-
sas’ prison units, it was 
announced April 30 at 
the State Capitol.

The new seminary 
will begin classes in the 
fall of 2019 with an ini-
tial cohort of 25 male inmates 
in the state’s Varner Unit, lo-
cated about 30 miles south of 
Pine Bluff.

“I wish I could be with you 
today to celebrate the 
establishment of a 
seminary in the Varner 
Unit of the Arkansas 
Department of Cor-
rection,” said Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson in a video 
produced for the event. 
“This is a remarkable 
opportunity for in-
mates to learn more 
about biblical principles and 
powerfully influence the lives 
of others as they begin their 
journeys as ministers of faith.

“Thank you to everyone 
for your role in establishing 
this ministry. I appreciate the 
hard work of Eddie Joe Wil-
liams, Mid-America seminary, 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and the Arkansas 
Department of Correction,” 
said Hutchinson. “Please 
know that I am praying for 
you, for the seminary and 
for the students whose lives  See PRISON page 3

‘Gospel Above All’ focus of SBC

Greear

See SBC 2019 page 7

The 2019 Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting will be held June 11-12 at the Birmingham-Jefferson Convention 
Complex in Birmingham, Ala.

Annual meeting in Birmingham

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP) – 
The Gospel Above All is the 
theme of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) Annual 
Meeting June 11-12 in Bir-
mingham, Ala.

The theme reflects SBC 
president J.D. Greear’s main 
goal for the annual 
meeting. However, fol-
lowing a year of transi-
tion among five SBC 
entities searching for 
new leadership and the 
convention respond-
ing to reports of sexual 
abuse, there will be 
other issues demand-
ing attention.

Confronting sexual abuse is 
among them, Greear acknowl-
edged.

“I look forward to seeing 
our convention continue in 
the unqualified declaration 
that we abhor abuse of any 
kind,” said Greear, who is 
spearheading a Sexual Abuse 
Presidential Advisory Study. 
“We will demonstrate this 
conviction with new process-

es – informed by Christian 
counselors, victims and victim 
advocates – that ensure not 
only that our churches and 
institutions are safe, but also 
that those who have been hurt 
experience the healing love of 
Christ.”

Southern Baptists, 
Greear added, should 
not lose sight of “the 
only thing that can 
unite us and move us 
in mission – the gos-
pel.” Greear will be 
promoting the “Who's 
Your One?” evangelism 

campaign in partnership 
with the North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) during 
the gathering.

Other annual meeting high-
lights, Greear said, will include 
the International Mission 
Board (IMB) Sending Celebra-
tion, Crossover and a more 
streamlined program that 
will forgo evening sessions. 
The meeting will also feature 
three panel discussions: “Un-
divided: Your Church and Ra-

cial Reconciliation;” “Gospel 
Above All: Keeping Secondary 
Issues Secondary;” and “Indis-
pensable Partners: The Value 
of Women in God's Mission.”

Ronnie Floyd, president-
elect of the SBC Executive 
Committee, said he is looking 
forward to the meeting and 
helping lead Southern Baptists 
to tighten their focus on the 
gospel.

“I look forward to speaking 
to our Southern Baptist Con-
vention about reaching the 
world for Jesus Christ,” said 
Floyd. “I believe the time is 
now to prioritize, elevate and 
accelerate our pace to present 
the gospel to every person in 
the world and to make disci-
ples of all the nations.”

Crossover Birmingham
This year’s Crossover evan-

gelism initiative is set to engage 
more than 20,000 homes with 
the gospel. NAMB will partner 
with the Alabama Baptist State 

will be changed.”
The seminary is the brain-

child of former Arkansas State 
Sen. Eddie Joe Williams and 
Dubs Byers, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Dumas, and 
board member of the ADC.

After attending a meeting 
of legislators on prison re-

form in New Orleans 
a few years ago, Wil-
liams contacted Burl 
Cain, who at that time 
served as warden of 
Louisiana State Peni-
tentiary, commonly re-
ferred to as “Angola.” 
Cain shared how a 

Christian ministry pro-
gram had made a tremendous 
impact on the inmates and 
culture of Angola, as well as in 
a similar program in Texas pat-
terned after Angola’s program.

Williams said the 
visit to the prison 
exposed him to the 
prison’s seminary edu-
cation program that 
existed under the lead-
ership of Cain. 

Byers spent nearly 
a decade as superin-

tendent of the Arkansas 
Correctional School, 

the ADC’s education system. 
After visiting Angola, and 
knowing Byers’ experience 
in prison education and pas-
sion for ministry, Williams ap-
proached Byers with the idea 
of creating a similar program 
in Arkansas.

“This is quite an emotion-
al moment. This is about to 
come to fruition,” said Byers. 
“This has been the culmina-
tion of years of effort. … There 
are many people that are mak-

Prison seminary to 
start classes fall ‘19

Williams

Byers



May 9, 20192 

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

FBC, Concord, holds prayer 
meeting following suicide
CONCORD – First Baptist 
Church, Concord, turned 
its Wednesday evening 
church service into a time 
of focused prayer April 24 
after receiving news of a 
student committing suicide 
at the local high school.

“At times like these, it 
does us good to come to-
gether and unite with one 
purpose and one goal,” Lee 
Dillard, pastor of First Bap-
tist, told Fox 16. “That is to 
seek God’s help and God’s 
strength.”

A 14-year-old student 
shot himself in the rest-
room at Concord High 
School after lunch Wednes-
day, April 24, according to 
the TV station. The school 
was immediately put on 
lockdown. No other stu-
dents were present in the 
room at the time.

Concord High School 
closed the school the day 
after the shooting, April 
25, and it reopened April 
29. Grief counselors were 
available for staff and stu-
dents when the school re-
opened.

Cross Church affirms 
Nick Floyd as senior pastor
SPRINGDALE – Nick 
Floyd, 35, was affirmed 
Sunday, April 28, as the 
next senior pastor of Cross 

Church in 
northwest 
Arkansas, 
to succeed 
his father, 
R o n n i e 
F l o y d , 
president/

CEO-elect 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Executive 
Committee.

Donnie Smith, retired 
Tyson Foods CEO who 
serves on the church’s 
board of directors, said 
Nick Floyd “has the DNA 
of Cross Church.”

“I love this church. I am 
a product of you, this body 
of believers,” Floyd, said in 
a prepared video.

Floyd

Going to pot: How Arkansas Baptists can  
respond to legalization of medical marijuana
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

WITH MEDICAL marijuana 
approved by Arkansas voters 
about two-and-a-half years ago 
and the first medical mari-
juana sales expected to begin 
across the Natural State in mid-
May, many Arkansas Baptists 
have questions and concerns 
about long-term implications 
as well as Christ-like response  
regarding marijuana legaliza-
tion.

Background
The Medical Marijuana 
Amendment (Issue 6) was ap-
proved by Arkansas voters in 
November 2016, with 53.11 
percent of voters approving the 
amendment and 46.89 percent 
opposing it, according to the 
Arkansas Secretary of State’s 
office.

Arkansas was the 26th state 
to approve medical marijuana, 
the Arkansas Baptist News re-
ported Nov. 17, 2016. Today, 
Arkansas is one of 33 states 
approving medical marijuana 
usage, with 10 states approving 
recreational marijuana usage, 
according to procon.org. Mari-
juana remains illegal under fed-
eral law.

The amendment approves 
medical marijuana for nu-
merous specific conditions 
listed on healthyarkansas.gov. 
Those seeking to use medical 
marijuana must complete an 
application with physician cer-
tification in order to obtain a 
medical marijuana identifica-
tion card. As of April 25, 2019, 
approved medical marijuana 
identification cards numbered 
10,877, healthyarkansas.gov re-
ports.

“In Arkansas, we are likely 
to experience what other states 
have gone through. Many ‘pa-

he said.
“It ’s  impor tant to  

minister to our church family 
who may make the choice, per 
doctor’s advice and prescrip-
tion, to utilize medical mari-
juana in their treatment plan. 
They need our love and com-
passion and prayer,” said Mc-
Callum.

“At the same time,” he 
added, “as Christians we can 
pray that the watchdogs among 
us will be vigilant in seeing that 
medical marijuana growers and 
dispensaries live within the re-
strictions placed on them by 
the law or even work to amend 
or repeal the laws based on 
data gained over time once the 
law is in force.”

In a 2014 article, Duke of-
fered four suggestions for 
Southern Baptists grappling 
with marijuana legalization: 
1) “Christians must make 
sure they balance their com-
passion with discernment;” 
2) “Christians must not allow 
themselves to be persuaded 
that marijuana is an accept-
able medical remedy;” 3) 
“Christians must stay engaged 
in local debates and politics 
to help keep their communi-
ties as drug-free as possible,” 
and 4) “Churches must engage 
their communities,” promot-
ing “healthy lifestyles.” In addi-
tion to modeling drug-free life-
styles, Christians and churches 
“should provide services that 
can help people in their com-
munities overcome drug ad-
diction and reclaim their 
lives. Jesus not only saves the 
soul; He also restores broken  
lives.”

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

intent; they are already at work 
readying an amendment for 
that purpose to be presented 
at the 2020 general election,” 
said Page.

Such a strategy to legalize 
recreational marijuana has suc-
ceeded in other states. “Mari-
juana supporters … begin by 
playing on the public’s compas-
sion with medical marijuana, 
and then follow up with their 
true agenda: the widespread 
legalization of recreational 
marijuana,” Barrett Duke, 
state executive director of the 
Montana Southern Baptist 
Convention and former vice 
president for public policy 
and research for the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s (SBC)  
Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission (ERLC), wrote in 
2014.

Christian response
In response, John McCallum, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, encourages Ar-
kansas Baptists to be non-judg-
mental and to minister to those 
who decide to try medical mari-
juana. 

“While most Arkansas Bap-
tists (including me) probably 
voted against medical marijua-
na in 2016, it won’t do anybody 
any good to continue to lament 
its passage and sit in judgment 
on those who were in favor of 
it or who will use it for medi-
cal purposes. It’s important 
that we understand people 
with chronic pain, including 
some of our church members, 
are desperate for relief and will 
reach for any potential help, so 
we should avoid harsh, judg-
mental language as we talk 
about the issue with others,” 

tients’ will feign illnesses and 
medical conditions, such as 
chronic pain, as a way to legally 
obtain for personal use an oth-
erwise illegal substance,” said 
Larry Page, executive director, 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

In February 2019, the Ar-
kansas Department of Health 
(ADH) issued a public health 
advisory, warning Arkansans 
about risks associated with 
the use of cannabis, including 
marijuana and hemp. Risks in-
clude the addictive nature of 
marijuana. Additionally, the 
advisory stated, “Marijuana 
use is associated with adverse 
health outcomes, including 
the development of psycho-
ses like schizophrenia and in-
creased risk of motor vehicle  
crashes.” 

Regarding such risks, Page 
said, “We need to continue 
to view smoked marijuana as 
a dangerous drug. … What is 
sorely needed is much more 
solid, empirical research into 
this whole issue of marijuana 
use for medicinal purposes. 
Only then can reasonable, 
safe, legitimate use (if research 
reveals such use) and tightly 
regulated trade be achieved,” 
he said.

Recreational marijuana next?
Many Arkansans, particularly 
in the Christian community, 
fear that legalizing medical 
marijuana is a first step toward 
legalizing recreational mari-
juana.

“The most important thing 
to keep in mind is that the 
medical marijuana amendment 
was intended to be and is a pre-
lude to a proposed amendment 
to legalize recreational mari-
juana. Many proponents of Ar-
kansas’ medical marijuana ini-
tiative stated that that was their 

Arkansas’ Alcoholic Beverage Control division gave final approval to the first medical 
marijuana dispensary in the state May 3, according to the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette. The dispensary, Doctors Orders RX, is located in Hot Springs and is set to 
begin operations during the week of May 13.
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Methodists may split after  
affirming biblical marriage
EVANSTON, Ill. (BP) – A 
ruling by the United Meth-
odist Church’s (UMC) 
highest court has upheld 
the denomination’s sup-
port of traditional marriage 
and its opposition to LGBT 
ordination. The ruling, 
some evangelical commen-
tators say, could portend a 
split in the UMC.

“The United Methodist 
Church is not going to be 
able to hold together” as its 
liberal and conservative ele-
ments espouse conflicting 
views of human sexuality 
among other matters, R. Al-
bert Mohler Jr., president 
of Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, said April 
29 in his podcast “The 
Briefing.” “It is not going 
to be a united Methodist 
Church.”

In an April 26 ruling, 
the UMC’s Judicial Coun-
cil upheld 10 of 17 peti-
tions in the Traditional 
Plan narrowly adopted by 
delegates to the UMC Gen-
eral Conference in Febru-
ary. The Traditional Plan 
affirmed the UMC’s long-
standing declarations that 
“the practice of homosexu-
ality is incompatible with 
Christian teaching” and 
that “self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals” cannot be 
ordained to the ministry or 
married in the UMC.

The Traditional Plan 
also defined the terms in 
its policies more precisely 
amid longstanding defiance 
by Methodists who favor 
full inclusion of individu-
als identifying as LGBT in 
church leadership. The Tra-
ditional Plan established a 
one-year suspension from 
ministry for clergy who per-
form a same-sex wedding 
for the first time and loss of 
ministerial credentials for a 
second offense.

The 10 petitions upheld 
by the Judicial Council in-
clude all key provisions of 
the Traditional Plan deal-
ing with same-sex marriage 
and homosexual ordina-
tion, media reported.

ing this happen.”
Byers introduced Arkansas 

native Mike Spradlin, presi-
dent of MABTS, who shared 
about the seminary’s role in 
the new partnership.

“We have a culture at our 
school. If you enroll at Mid-
America, you are part of our 
Mid-America family, and we’re 
going to take care of you,” said 
Spradlin. “For our new mem-
bers of the family that we are 
going to be meeting this fall, 

they’re part of our family. We 
are going to get them to the 
finish line.”

ADC Deputy Director Dex-
ter Payne shared the ADC’s 
support of the new prison 
seminary.

“We fully support this semi-
nary program and its goals. 
Our goal is to have a team at 
the Varner Unit in place to as-
sist those inmates in achieving 
their mission,” said Payne.

“We want the inmates to 
be field ministers who will go 
unit to unit once they receive 
their degree, and assist us in 
caring for our population – 
teaching them, mentoring 
them and giving them a vi-
sion that will help them once 
they go outside of our gates,”  
said Payne.

“I am excited about the 
possibilities and the impact 
of this prison seminary at 
the Varner Unit. I am thank-
ful to the many folks who 
made this happen, and to 
the Arkansas Department of 
Correction and Mid-Amer-
ica Seminary for partnering 
with us,” said J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, ABSC executive  
director. 

“We owe a debt of gratitude 
to Burl Cain, former warden 
of Angola prison, for pioneer-
ing this concept, and to a very 
generous anonymous donor 
who helped get this started,” 
said Tucker.

Following the announce-
ment of the prison seminary, a 
time of focused prayer for the 
new ministry was led by Greg 

Sykes, senior pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 
and ABSC president; Tyrone 
Broomfield, pastor of Bethel 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, North Little Rock, 
and Jarvis Smith, pastor of 
Second Baptist Church, West 
Helena.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Jarvis Smith, pastor of Second Baptist Church, West Helena, prays at the Arkansas 
Capitol during a time of focused prayer following the announcement of a new prison 
seminary at Arkansas’ Department of Correction’s Varner Unit, located about 30 miles 
south of Pine Bluff. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Hoffpauir named ASU campus minister
JONESBORO – Tyler Hoff-
pauir has joined the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) staff as Baptist Cam-
pus Ministries (BCM) campus 
minister at Arkansas State 
University (ASU) in 
Jonesboro. 

A graduate of 
ASU and New Or-
leans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, 
Hoffpauir served as a 
youth ministry intern 
for Nettleton Bap-
tist Church, Jones-
boro, and a campus 
minister intern for Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry at both 
Louisiana State University in 
Baton Rouge, La., and Geor-
gia Southern University in 

Statesboro, Ga. He has served 
as an interim minister to col-
lege and young adults at First  
Baptist Church, Statesboro, 
Ga., and director of the Bap-
tist Student Union at South-

west Mississippi 
Community College 
in Summit, Miss. 

“I am excited that 
the Lord led us to 
Tyler,” said Bruce 
Venable, team leader 
for ABSC’s college 
and young leaders 
team. “He is a young 
man who not only 

has the calling for collegiate 
ministry but is a strategic 
thinker. The long-term minis-
try impact will be deep under 
Tyler’s leadership.”

Hoffpauir

International Mission Board seeks victims of ex-leader
FORT WORTH, Texas – The 
human resources official of 
the International Mission 
Board (IMB) has announced it 
will conduct an investigation 
into its handling of past allega-
tions of sexual abuse or sexual 
harassment.

Stephen Haber of the IMB 
said in an email April 18 that 
the organization had hired a 

third-party group to conduct 
an investigation into its han-
dling of past allegations of 
sexual abuse or sexual harass-
ment, the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette reported. One of the 
reviews will be of Mark Ader-
holt, 47, who was arrested in 
July 2018 in South Carolina 
on a warrant issued in the Tar-
rant County, Texas, case, on 

a charge of sexual assault of 
a child younger than 17, the 
newspaper reported.

Though the accuser’s name 
is redacted from a copy of 
the indictment obtained by 
the Baptist Press, author and 
speaker Anne Marie Miller has 
identified herself online and 
in media reports as Aderholt’s 
accuser. Miller told the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram at the time 
of Aderholt’s arrest she is “glad 
that truth is being heard and 
justice is being served.”

Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary has con-
firmed that Aderholt was a 
student at the seminary when 
the crime allegedly was com-
mitted. He graduated from the 
seminary in 2000 with a mas-
ter of divinity degree. Aderholt 
served as IMB missionary in 
Europe from about 2000 to 
2007, as executive pastor at 
Central Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, in 2008 and as as-
sociate pastor of missions and 
evangelism of Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, from 
December 2009 to July 2016, 
the Democrat-Gazette reported.

At the time of his ar-
rest, Aderholt was serving 
as associate executive direc-
tor of the South Carolina  

Baptist Convention.
The IMB has said it did not 

know about the allegations 
against Aderholt at the time 
of his employment. However, 
IMB acknowledged that it 
knew of the allegations against 
him in 2007, according to po-
lice records, emails and an in-
ternal investigation from the 
organization, the Democrat-Ga-
zette reported. The allegations 
were not reported to authori-
ties.

“While we are not aware of 
Mr. Aderholt engaging in any 
acts of child sexual abuse, sex-
ual harassment or other sexual 
misconduct during his time 
of service with IMB, it is our 
desire to ensure that we learn 
of any victims of sexual abuse 
so that we can offer counsel-
ing resources to help them,” 
Haber said in the email.

Haber sent the email to 
people who could have been 
in contact with Aderholt dur-
ing that timeframe or whose 
children could have been in 
contact with him.

“On behalf of IMB, I want 
you to know that we are tak-
ing this matter very seriously 
and are committed to reaching 
out to any potential victims,” 
Haber said.

Greg Sykes, senior pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, prays during the 
April 30 event.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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work I had ever done in my 
life.

Highlights of my “service” 
at the Brotherhood – funny 
thing, I always said “employ-
ment” before working for the 
denomination – were many.

While at the Brotherhood, 
I was privi-
leged to be a 
part of many 
significant 
ministries, 
not the least 
of which 

was helping to birth World 
Changers and working closely 
with Southern Baptist disaster 
relief.

Our years in Memphis were 
good, and it is the city where 
our two children were born. 
But after about five years, 
God decided it was time to 
move us to another ministry 
opportunity. As it were, my 
move came shortly before the 
Covenant for a New Century 
reorganization of Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) 
agencies was announced, 
which resulted in a merger of 
the Brotherhood Commis-
sion, Home Mission Board, 
and Radio and Television 
Commission into the new 
North American Mission 
Board (NAMB).

My next stop was Jefferson 
City, Mo., where I was direc-
tor of public relations and 
team leader of communica-
tions and technology for the 
Missouri Baptist Convention. 
“Jeff City,” as it was known, 
was a good Catholic town, 
providing an excellent back-
drop to raise a young family. 
As the locals would say, “Jeff 
City rolled up its sidewalks 
promptly at 9 p.m. every 
night.”

When I arrived in Missouri 
in 1995, there was a funda-

A s sunlight broke over 
the horizon of my little 

piece of dirt in central Ar-
kansas in the early morning 
hours of May 1, it hit me: May 
2019 marks the 30-year an-
niversary of my journey into 
“denominational ministry.” 

For some, 
30 years might 
not be that big 
of a deal. For 
me, however, 
the fact that I 
would work all 
these years for the denomina-
tion in which I grew up was 
nothing short of a miracle.

As the story goes, I was hap-
pily employed in the spring of 
1989, working at the Arkansas 
Democrat in downtown Little 
Rock (before it became the 
Democrat-Gazette) and pursu-
ing a master’s degree in jour-
nalism at the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock.

As it happened, a classmate 
of my mine, Mark Kelly, was 
managing editor of the Arkan-
sas Baptist Newsmagazine and 
shared my name with a rep-
resentative of the Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Com-
mission, the convention’s 
men and boys mission organi-
zation, which was seeking to 
hire a new curriculum editor. 

One thing led to another, 
and my wife and I were soon 
packing up and heading to 
Memphis, Tenn., to start a 
new phase of our lives.

Little did I know at the 
time what I was getting myself 
into.

At age 28, I found that the 
work was hard and the hours 
were long. Many weeks and 
months would pass where I 
logged 60 or more hours dur-
ing the workweek, but at the 
same time, it was some of the 
most satisfying and fulfilling 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

mentalist takeover of the state 
convention brewing, which 
would culminate in 2002 
resulting in the forced resig-
nation of the convention’s 
executive director. As would 
have it, I just happened to be 
one of the leaders in the same 
office that also housed the 
convention program coordi-
nator and associate executive 
director (who was my boss).

Rather than my being 
forced to resign or be fired, 
God opened a door of oppor-
tunity for me – ironically – to 
join the team at NAMB in 
Alpharetta, Ga., as a media 
strategist. Later I would be 
promoted to church relations 
team leader and have the re-
sponsibility as national Acts 
1:8 Challenge coordinator.

While some never get the 
opportunity to be a part of 
something truly special in 
their working careers, I have 
been blessed to be a small 
part of two: helping start 
World Changers at the Broth-
erhood and assisting in lead-
ing the Acts 1:8 initiative at 
NAMB in cooperation with 
the International Mission 
Board.

During the nearly nine 
years I was at NAMB, there 
were many highs and lows, 
but I’ll admit that to witness 
more than 6,000 of our SBC 
churches commit to becom-
ing intentional about mis-
sions was a personal highlight 
I’ll never forget. I am eternally 
grateful to have played a part 
in it.

So it came as a bit of a 
surprise when the search 
committee of the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) asked me 
to consider coming to be a 
state Baptist editor – some-
thing I had long discounted 
ever doing – especially in light 
of denominational turmoil 
that ensued in the 1970s and 
1980s.

But I did, and it was kind 
of like returning home in Jan-
uary 2011 when I took over 
leadership of the ABN.

What I found when I ar-
rived was a ministry that 
needed a lot of TLC and a 
new vision and direction, and 
I set about to do just that by 
implementing a five-year stra-

See JOURNEY page 6

My 30-year journey in denominational ministry
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the Lord has done this, In 
whose hand is the life of every 
living thing, and the breath 
of all mankind?” (Job 12:7-9, 
NKJV). 

I’m no Dr. Doolittle, but 
when I sit quietly and hear 
the birds greet the morning 

sun with their 
praise songs 
and I pause, 
captivated 
by the maj-
esty of a Rocky 
Mountain 

peak, or I lay in a field gazing 
at the stars, I can’t help but 
wonder about God.  

Individual campers at 
church camp. I often hear 
people say, “I came to Camp 
Siloam as a child. My church 
doesn’t go to Siloam, but I 
would love for my child (or 
grandchild) to experience 
Camp Siloam.” I also meet 
people who aren’t attending 
church who want to send 
their children to Camp Si-
loam, but there’s not a way 
unless we connect them with 
a church.  Connecting indi-
vidual campers with a church 
is a time-consuming process, 
and it puts a burden on 

Experiencing Camp Siloam

W hen Christians begin their journeys with God, 
there is certainty in their decisions and joy in their 

lives. It is often assumed that this certainty always accom-
panies believers. However, the longer a Christian walks 
with God, the deeper the journey becomes. What was 
once an “easy faith” often becomes hard to believe.

Several individuals in the Old Testament went through 
times of doubt. Abraham 
doubted how God would 
give him a son at such 
an old age (Gen. 17). As 
Moses led the Israelites 
from Egypt to the Jordan 

River, he often questioned and challenged God. Elijah (1 
Kings 19) and Jeremiah (Jer. 12) doubted their safety while 
serving God.

New Testament individuals also went through times 
of doubt. Peter doubted Jesus while on the Sea of Gali-
lee (Matt. 14:31). A father, whose son had an evil spirit, 
doubted that Jesus could heal him (Mark 9:24). Thomas 
initially doubted Jesus’ resurrection because he did not 
receive the same evidence that the other disciples received 
(John 20:25). John the Baptist, who received the Holy 
Spirit before birth, even had doubts. He had his disciples 
ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 
look for another?” (Luke 7:20, ESV).

All of these individuals had doubts as they went through 
difficult situations or “crises of faith.” Although they 
already had faith in God, their life situations challenged 
them to move deeper in their faith than they previously 
had done. Habakkuk is a great example of such a crisis.

After praying earnestly that God would deal with Ju-
dah’s rebellion and sin, God informed Habakkuk that he 
was sending the Babylonians to invade the land. Habak-
kuk was upset at God’s plan; the Babylonians were more 
rebellious than the people of Judah! While he wavered in 
his faith and questioned God’s plan, God reminded him 
that the righteous would live by their faith (Hab. 2:4). 
When Habakkuk remembered the great things that God 
had done for Israel, he trusted what God was going to do. 
Habakkuk remembered that he could not depend upon 
what he saw or how he felt.  He had to remember what he 
knew about God (Hab. 3:16-18).

The Christian journey is often tough, and most believ-
ers go through times of doubt. Theologian Paul Tillich re-
minded Christians that doubt is not the opposite of faith; 
rather, it is an element of faith. Doubt allows Christians to 
deepen their faith with God, for it gives them the opportu-
nity to trust God all the more. As tough as some life events 
can be, they do allow Christians to trust God in a greater 
way than ever before.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Send your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Is it OK for Christians to 
have doubts in their faith?

Your will may not matter 

I n the spring of 2014 
Camp Siloam Board of 

Trustees adopted a 20-year 
master plan for Camp Siloam. 
Within the first five years 
of the master plan were two 
items that Camp Siloam will 
implement this year: paddle 
sports on the 
Illinois River 
and the ability 
to host indi-
vidual campers 
during a week 
of camp.  

One of our goals is to help 
campers disconnect from 
their world and experience 
God’s creation with members 
from their church. A kayak 
trip down a river creates 
memories, builds friend-
ships, and exposes children 
who are captivated by the 
adventure of a digital world to 
the wonders of God’s world. 
Here God speaks: “But now 
ask the beasts, and they will 
teach you; And the birds of 
the air, and they will tell you; 
Or speak to the earth, and it 
will teach you; And the fish 
of the sea will explain to you. 
Who among all these does 
not know that the hand of 

church leaders. Starting this 
summer, we have set aside two 
cabins during two weeks of 
camp for individual campers. 
We provide college students 
as the cabin leaders and coun-
selors. The dates are June 
17-21 for campers under age 
13 (Children’s Week featur-
ing Jeremy Freeman) and June 
24-28 for campers over age 
13 (featuring Wes Hamilton). 
More information is available 
at campsiloam.com.

For campers who have 
completed ninth grade and 
above, Camp Siloam also 
offers a two-week disciple-
ship program for individual 
campers called Servant-Core 
(nicknamed S-Core). If you 
have high school students 
who have come to Siloam as 
children, your youth atten-
dance is too small to send a 
group, or if you have students 
in your youth group that, as a 
church, you would like to in-
vest in, then consider sending 
them to S-Core.  Scholarships 
are available for all of our pro-
grams.

Jason Wilkie is executive direc-
tor of Camp Siloam in Siloam 
Springs.

asset will transfer automati-
cally at your passing.

Despite knowledge of the 
inevitable, most individuals 
fail to execute an estate plan 
or fail to carry out their estate 

plan. Below 
is a non-
exhaustive 
list of some 
of the over-
sights and 
misconcep-
tions I’ve 
encountered 

when discussing estate plan-
ning:

1) Estate planning costs 
too much. Estate planning 
can be expensive, depending 
on which attorney you engage 
and how complicated your 
plan becomes. However, the 
costs and headaches of going 
through probate far exceed 
what you will pay for an estate 
plan. 

2) Beneficiary designa-
tions and adding names to 
your accounts. Your Last 
Will and Testament (will) 
only governs the assets left in 
your individual name at your 

A ccording to the latest 
statistics concerning 

estate planning, more than 
50 percent of United States 
citizens do not have an estate 
plan. This is unfortunate, 
given that 
each one of 
us knows that 
our time on 
this earth is 
temporary. 
Everyone 
needs an 
estate plan 
since we transfer every single 
possession in one of the fol-
lowing ways:

Intestate probate. This 
means you do not have an 
estate plan and the Arkansas 
legislature has written one for 
you in its statutes.

Will and/or trust. This 
means you have executed 
an estate plan during your 
lifetime that will effectively 
transfer your assets according 
to your intent. 

Beneficiary designations. 
This means you have desig-
nated beneficiaries listed at a 
financial institution so that 

passing. Generally, your will 
does not govern assets with 
joint names or that have a 
payable on death designation. 
These assets will be owned 
outright by the joint owner 
listed or designated benefi-
ciary on that asset. Adding 
someone’s name to your ac-
count can cause unintended 
consequences for all parties 
involved.  

3) Wills do not avoid pro-
bate. As mentioned, your 
will does not avoid probate. 
Your will only provides the 
court and your executor 
with instructions on how to 
administer your estate. Ac-
cordingly, your will must be 
submitted to the court before 
your executor can carry out 
your wishes and intent. If you 
want to avoid probate, you 
will need to utilize some type 
of trust instrument or benefi-
ciary designations.

For more information 
about Foundation services, 
visit abf.org.

Dillon S. McClain is vice presi-
dent and attorney at the Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation.

Baptist 
Foundation
Dillon McClain

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie

Letter to the Editor

SWBTS stained glass

The April 25 edition of 
the Arkansas Baptist News in-
formed us that Southwestern 
Seminary recently removed the 
stained-glass windows from the 
MacGorman Chapel on cam-
pus.  Normally stained-glass 
windows of a church or cha-
pel would depict scenes from 
the life of Jesus or the Bible.  
These stained-glass windows 

were there to pay homage to 
leaders of the conservative re-
surgence.  Most prominently 
displayed were (former) South-
western president Paige Patter-
son and Judge Paul Pressler.  
In its early days, the conser-
vative resurgence was often 
referred to as the Pressler-Pat-
terson Coalition. It is hoped 
the removal of these shameful 

See LETTER  page 6
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windows marks the end of the 
Babylonian captivity of South-
western Seminary.

At last summer’s Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC)  
Annual Meeting in Dallas we 
witnessed the complete break-
down of our convention trust-
ee system at Southwestern. 
Southwestern trustees totally 
failed in their responsibility 
of oversight and allowed the 
seminary under the leader-
ship of Patterson to descend 
into financial distress, mis-
management and theological 
ambiguity. While faculty and 
staff were being dismissed for 
financial reasons, millions of 
dollars were being spent on an 
on-campus retirement man-
sion for the Pattersons as well 
as this stained-glass temple 
built to venerate Patterson and 
his political allies. Embarrass-

ment caused by this display of 
sacrilege forced the trustees to 
remove the stained-glass win-
dows. 

Many Arkansas pastors can 
remember the Southwestern 
presidency of men like Rob-
ert Naylor and Russell Dilday 
when Southwestern attracted 
students from thoughout the 
SBC who wanted a theologi-
cally conservative Bible-based 
seminary education resulting 
in a full-time enrollment of 
over 4,000.  Under the over-
sight of recent trustees and the 
leadership of Paige Patterson 
the enrollment has dropped to 
a full-time enrollment of 1,200 
students while the seminary 
has become known more for 
its politics than its theology.  
Southwestern trustees should 
issue a statement of repen-
tance and ask for forgiveness 
at this year’s annual meeting.

Ron West
Little Rock

continued from page 5
LETTER

tegic plan that I hoped would 
put the news service on solid 
financial ground and preserve 
its mission to inform, inspire 
and involve Arkansas Baptists 
as a semi-independent arm of 
the state convention.

The challenges were numer-
ous, but the first phase was 
completed in 2016 – fueled by 
hard work – to reduce over-
head costs and raise advertis-
ing revenue.

Ironically, 2016 was the 
same year the Budget For-

mula Study Committee of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) recommend-
ed a 40 percent reduction in 
Cooperative Program funds 
provided to the Arkansas 
Baptist News by the year 2022. 
The reduction to the newspa-
per’s funding was equal to the 
combined total reduction of 
the other five ABSC agencies: 
the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion, Camp Siloam, Williams 
Baptist University, Ouachita 
Baptist University and the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries.

So the challenges continue, 
and the obstacles are many. 

But in the end, God is in con-
trol, and He always has been. 
My journey has been a bit 
unexpected to me, but not to 
God. He had a plan all along, 
and I have just been along for 
the ride.

As I enter my fourth quar-
ter of ministry, I can’t wait 
to see what He has in store. 
One thing is certain: It won’t 
be anything that I could have 
drawn up, and there might yet 
be a few surprises that no one 
– including Arkansas Baptists 
– would have expected.

Tim Yarbrough is the editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

continued from page 4
JOURNEY

Arkansas Baptist disaster relief volunteers place blue tarp on the house of former 
ABCHomes worker Jeanie Hunt following an EF1 tornado spotted near Bergman.

Former ABCHomes worker’s 
house damaged by tornado
BERGMAN – The Arkansas 
Baptist Ranch near Harrison 
was spared damage during 
an EF1 tornado that passed 
through the area Tuesday eve-
ning, April 30, while the home 
of a former Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Home and Family 
Ministries (ABCHomes) work-
er was damaged.

“All safe at the Arkansas 
Baptist Ranch. No weather 
damage,” Stella Prather, com-
munications director at AB-
CHomes, said in a message 
to Arkansas Baptist News staff. 
“Thankful for God’s provision 
and protection.”

Prather said the house 
of Jeanie Hunt, former AB-
CHomes worker, sustained 
“lots of damage.” Hunt was 
not injured. 

Initially, damage to the area 
was believed to have been due 
to a severe storm that passed 
through the area. On Wednes-
day, May 1, the National 
Weather Service in Little Rock 
said the storm was actually an 
EF1 tornado that touched 
down just south of Zinc Road 
in Bergman in north central 
Arkansas. 

Damage assessment of the 
tornado is still underway, 
according to the National 
Weather Service, with more 
information being released 
once the assessment has been 
completed.

The Arkansas Department 
of Emergency Management 
said the storm knocked down 
trees and possibly damaged nu-
merous houses.

Judge rules for NAMB in case
brought by former state exec.
ABERDEEN, Miss. – First 
Amendment legal precedent 
has been cited in a federal 
court's dismissal of a lawsuit 
against the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) by a 
former executive of the Bap-
tist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware.

Senior Judge Glen David-
son of the U.S. District Court 
Northern District of Missis-
sippi ruled April 22 that a law-
suit by Will McRaney would 
require the court to determine 
religious elements in the case.

“That the Court cannot 
do,” Davidson wrote in a sev-
en-page opinion.

Davidson, of the district 
court’s division in Aberdeen, 
Miss., addressed the three 
claims that McRaney made 
in his April 2017 lawsuit seek-
ing unspecified punitive dam-
ages that NAMB had: defamed 
him and harmed his career 
with the Maryland/Delaware 
convention as executive di-
rector, leading to his termi-
nation in 2015; harmed his 
ministry by cancellation of a 
2016 speaking engagement 
in Mississippi; and caused  
emotional distress by posting 
a photo of him at NAMB’s 
welcome desk describing him 
as an enemy of the mission 
board, which is based in Al-
pharetta, Ga.

Citing “ecclesiastical absten-
tion doctrine, rooted in the 
First Amendment’s free exer-
cise clause,” Davidson wrote, 
“The Court dismisses this case 
for lack of subject matter juris-
diction.”

The doctrine is “built out 

of numerous Supreme Court 
cases affirming that churches 
have the ‘power to decide for 
themselves, free from state in-
terference, matters of such gov-
ernment as those of faith and 
doctrine,’” Davidson wrote.

Regarding McRaney’s claim 
that NAMB had defamed him 
and interfered with his em-
ployment, Davidson wrote, 
“Review of these claims will 
require the Court to deter-
mine why the BCMD fired 
McRaney – whether it was for 
a secular or religious purpose. 
It will require the Court to de-
termine whether the NAMB’s 
actions were done ‘without 
right or justifiable cause’ – 
in other words, whether the 
NAMB had a valid religious 
reason for its actions. That the 
Court cannot do.”

Davidson noted the same 
issue with the canceled speak-
ing engagement, stating, “That 
matter the Court cannot de-
cide.”

Regarding McRaney’s claim 
of emotional distress from the 
photo and description as an 
enemy of NAMB, Davidson 
wrote, “Once again, to resolve 
these issues, the Court will 
need to make determinations 
about why the NAMB held 
these opinions of McRaney, 
and because the NAMB is a 
religious institution, the ques-
tion will touch on matters of 
religious belief. The Court, 
therefore, finds that under the 
First Amendment it lacks sub-
ject matter jurisdiction to ad-
judicate McRaney's disputes.”

The state court where 
McRaney initially filed suit 

likewise would not be able 
to deliberate in such First 
Amendment matters, David-
son wrote. The case was trans-
ferred to federal court under 
a law permitting NAMB to 
make the request because the 
plaintiff and defendant were 
residents of different states.

In written comments, 
McRaney told the Arkansas 
Baptist News that he plans to 
appeal the ruling.

“While the judge did not 
rule on the merits of the case, 
we were stunned at the judge’s 
reversal of his previous rulings 
by dismissing the case on ec-
clesiastical grounds. The new 
precedent should be sobering 
for all involved in voluntary 
partnerships with the SBC. 
This ruling makes acceptable 
under ecclesiastical protec-
tions what is unacceptable 
under tort law… libel, tortious 
threats weaponizing SBC mis-
sion dollars against a separate 
organization’s leaders, and 
vindictive behaviors as they 
seek to resume ministry,” said 
McRaney.   

“If this ruling stands and if 
NAMB trustees and SBC lead-
ership continue to abdicate 
their responsibility, Kevin Ezell 
will avoid accountability and 
will continue to operate in this 
ungodly and unlawful manner. 
I am not the only one Ezell has 
treated in this manner, harm-
ing other brothers and sisters 
in Christ without expression 
of regret or remorse. For these 
reasons, I will be appealing the 
ruling to the NAMB trustees, 
the courts and the public as 
necessary.”
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Board of Missions to mobilize 
400 teams of volunteers to 
knock on doors in the metro 
Birmingham area.

Elections
Greear is expected to be 

nominated by Pennsylvania 
pastor K. Marshall Williams 
for a second term. He is cur-
rently unopposed.

SBC app
The SBC Annual Meetings 

mobile app is now available, 
and includes a listing of speak-
ers for the SBC Pastors’ Con-
ference and annual meeting, 
as well as the daily program 
schedule, daily events, exhibi-
tor listing, convention center 
maps, interactive map of the 
exhibit hall and 2019 Book 
of Reports. The app may be 
downloaded in iOS and An-
droid versions by visiting the 
respective app stores.

Sex abuse panel
Prior to the SBC meeting 

Monday, June 10, the Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission will co-host with the 
Sexual Abuse Presidential 
Advisory Study a public con-
versation at 9 p.m. Greear ini-
tiated the study last year and 
is working with the ERLC to 
help congregations prevent sex 
abuse and minister to survi-
vors of such abuse. The event, 
“Sexual Abuse and the South-
ern Baptist Convention,” will 
be at the Birmingham-Jeffer-
son Convention Complex.

Proposals
Messengers gathering in 

Birmingham will consider a 
variety of recommendations 
during the annual meeting. 
Among them:

– A recommendation of an 
amendment to the SBC Con-

stitution stating churches are 
not “in friendly cooperation 
with the Convention” if they 
“have evidenced indifference 
in addressing sexual abuse.” 
To take effect, the amendment 
would need two-thirds approv-
al at both the 2019 and 2020 
annual meetings.

– A recommendation 
of an SBC constitutional 
amendment specifying racial 
discrimination as a basis to 
disfellowship a church. The 
proposed amendment on ra-
cial discrimination would add 
a section to Article III of the 
SBC Constitution, specifying 
a cooperating church as one 
that “has not acted to affirm, 
approve, or endorse discrimi-
natory behavior on the basis 
of ethnicity.”

More highlights
– Women attending the 

annual meeting in Birming-
ham are invited to an SBC 
Women's Session, a Minis-
ters' Wives Luncheon, and a 
women's expo at the Birming-
ham–Jefferson Convention 
Complex.

This year, all 
women across the 
SBC are invited 
to participate in 
a “Women's Ses-
sion” at 9 a.m. on 
Monday, June 10, 
during the SBC 
Pastors’ Confer-
ence. The three-
hour event, which 
replaces the for-
mer Pastors’ Wives 
Conference, will 
feature the newly 
launched SBC Women’s 
Leadership Network (WLN). 
The event is “a collaborative 
community of women from 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion family who long to lead 
in diverse ways to significantly 
impact the Kingdom of God,” 
according to the sbcwomen.
net website. The event is free, 
and no registration is required.

– The IMB will host a mis-
sionary Sending Celebration 
Tuesday afternoon, June 11, 
during the SBC meeting. At-
tendees will hear testimonies 
from current IMB missionar-
ies as well as new missionary 
appointees.

– NAMB will host its annu-
al Send Luncheon in the con-
cert hall at the Birmingham-
Jefferson Convention Com-
plex at 11:45 a.m. on Monday, 
June 10.

– Attendees of this year’s 
SBC Pastors’ Conference 
will hear personal testimo-
nies from speakers on living 
out “kingdom character,” 

the theme of this 
year’s event. Con-
ference preachers 
will examine the 
Beatitudes in Mat-
thew 5, while fo-
cusing on a Scrip-
ture exemplified 
in their own life, 
said Pastors' Con-
ference President 
Danny Wood. The 
event will convene 
June 9-10.

– Prior to the 
WMU Missions Celebration, 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
will host an Acteens for Life 
dinner at its national WMU 
facility at 6 p.m. on Friday, 
June 7. The event will mark 50 
years of lives changed through 
Acteens. The gathering is 
for all women whose lives 
have been impacted through 
Acteens in their teenage years, 

as well as current and former 
leaders of Acteens.

– The Cooperative Pro-
gram Stage and Platform once 
again will be located between 
the IMB and NAMB booths 
in the exhibit hall. The panels 
will include newly elected pres-
idents of three SBC entities – 
Ronnie Floyd, SBC Executive 
Committee; Adam Greenway, 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, and Paul 
Chitwood, IMB. The panels 
will be held Monday through 
Wednesday throughout the 
day, beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Registration
Messengers may register 

online at sbcannualmeeting.
net/sbc19 under the Messen-
gers tab. Messengers, exhibi-
tors and invited guests need 
to be registered and properly 
badged for entrance into the 
general sessions June 11-12. 
After completing online regis-
tration, each individual will re-
ceive an eight-digit registration 
code to present at the annual 
meeting’s express registration 
lane. There, the registration 

continued from page one
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Arkansans to be nominated 
for service at SBC Birmingham
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Ar-
kansas Baptists have been 
nominated to serve with six 
different Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) committees 
and boards. 

The 2019 SBC Committee 
on Nominations recommen-
dations will serve if elected by 
messengers to the SBC An-
nual Meeting June 11-12 in 
Birmingham, Ala.

Nominated to serve on the 
SBC Executive Committee for 
a second term is Harry “Ar-
chie” Mason, senior pastor of 
Central Baptist Church, Jones-
boro.

Nominated to serve on the 
International Mission Board 
Board of Trustees is James W. 
“Wes” George, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Rogers, and 

Lisa A. Lovell of Fayetteville. 
Nominated to serve on 

the North American Mission 
Board Board of Trustees for a 
second term is Eric L. Brown 
of Jonesboro.

Nominated to serve on 
LifeWay Christian Resources 
Board of Trustees is Douglas 
W. Falknor, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville. 

Nominated to serve on 
Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary Board of Trust-
ees is Richard B. “Brad” Lew-
ter, pastor of Grand Avenue 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Nominated to serve on 
Midwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary Board of Trust-
ees is Jeffery L. Dial, pastor 
of Life Line Baptist Church, 
Little Rock.

code can be entered into a 
computer, and a nametag will 
be printed.

Resolutions
Messengers planning to pro-

pose resolutions must submit 
them no later than 15 days 
prior to the annual meeting. 
Detailed guidelines on submit-
ting resolutions are available at 
sbcannualmeeting.net/sbc19 
under the Messengers tab. 
Resolutions may be submitted 
online but must be followed 
up by a letter of credentials 
from the submitter’s church.

Children & students
Child care is available for 

infants through age 12 during 
the SBC Pastors’ Conference 
June 9-10 and the Southern 
Baptist Convention Annual 
Meeting June 11-12 and for 
grades 7-12 during the annual 
meeting June 11-12. All activi-
ties for children/youth will be 
housed at the Birmingham-Jef-
ferson Convention Complex.

There will be no on-site reg-
istration for the children's and 
youth programs.
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Six professions of faith made at Sproing! event
Jason Wilkie
Camp Siloam

SILOAM SPRINGS – “But 
God…” is a little phrase in 
Ephesians 2:4 with infinite 
possibility and hope. This 
phrase has carried Jeremy Free-
man, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in New Castle, Okla., 
and his family through diffi-
cult trials and the refining fires 
of God the Father.

The Freeman’s trials have 
been Job-like. After Jeremy 
Freeman and his wife lost a 
7-year-old son, Trey Freeman, 
to cancer in 2013, their oldest 
son’s car was hit broadside by 
a semi-truck going full speed 
on a rainy night in Oklahoma 
City. On that night in De-
cember 2017, Caleb Freeman 
should have died, but God…

The Freeman family’s path 
in life has not been easy. It’s 
not what they would have 
chosen, but it is the race God 
laid out for them. The race is 
the message Jeremy Freeman 
talked about at Sproing! a chil-
dren’s retreat held at Camp 
Siloam April 4-6.

Using Acts 20:22-24 
(NKJV), Jeremy Freeman talk-
ed about doing what God has 
called us to do even though it 
may be difficult. Acts 20:22-24 
says, “And see, now I go bound 
in the spirit to Jerusalem, not 
knowing the things that will 
happen to me there, except 
that the Holy Spirit testifies in 
every city, saying that chains 
and tribulations await me. But 

none of these things move me; 
nor do I count my life dear to 
myself, so that I may finish my 
race with joy, and the ministry 
which I received from the Lord 
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of 
the grace of God.”

Sproing! is designed to get 
first-time campers ready for 
summer camp. The keynote 
speaker this year was Jeremy 
Freeman, the son of well-
known evangelist Ken Free-
man. He used the story God 
has been authoring in his fam-
ily to connect with campers, 
help them see the need for 
God and to run the race God 
has laid out for them, even 
though that race may get dif-
ficult.

“People think, ‘If I become 
a Christian, life will become 
easier,’” Jeremy Freeman told 
campers. “I wanna tell you 
something. When you begin 
to follow Jesus, life often gets 
a little bit harder.”

“I want to introduce you to 
my life,” said Jeremy Freeman 
in his first sermon of the re-
treat. “Six years ago, my 7-year-
old son passed away. He had 
cancer. Trey was awesome. 
Then, about 16 months ago, 
my 16-year-old son was on the 
way to a basketball game with 
his brother, Clayton, and he 
hydroplaned into oncoming 
traffic on I-35. That night he 
suffered such an injury that 
rescue workers had called 
in a fatality team because  
they assumed he wouldn’t 
live.”

Jeremy Freeman told about 
how his son survived the wreck 
but was in a coma for eight 
weeks and has been recover-
ing ever since. He also told the 
campers how Trey Freeman 
courageously faced death, but 
contemplated his salvation in 
the process.

Jeremy Freeman said, “It 
took me a long time to talk 
about it because it was so raw 
and personal; I almost couldn’t 
do it. I would get so emotion-
al, and then I would feel bad 
about it because I don’t want 
this to be about me. So, one 
of the things I pray every time 
I share Trey and Caleb’s story 
is, ‘Let the story point people 
to You.’”

Jeremy Freeman’s family 
story wasn’t about him this 

weekend; the campers were 
gripped by his children’s sto-
ries. Six campers were moved 
to make professions of faith 
during the weekend. “Trey’s 
story is so powerful, and it 
resonates with younger kids. 
Why wouldn’t I tell his story?” 
said Jeremy Freeman. “I want 
Trey to meet a lot of people in 
heaven who are there because 
they heard his (Trey’s) story,” 
he said. “I often think about 
that, like tonight, when people 
give their life to Jesus.”

Sproing! continues to be a 
retreat that is reaching children 
for the kingdom and connect-
ing children with their church. 
Josh Kimbrell, children’s pas-
tor at First Baptist Church, 
Greenwood, said, “Time after 
time, I see our kids hear from 

the Lord in this moment (at 
Camp Siloam).”

“I love kids. I have six kids 
of my own. I feel like I’m able 
to speak ‘kid.’ But the other 
thing is, I get great joy out of 
talking to kids because they 
listen. They take your word 
as gospel truth, which is why 
you’ve got to preach the Word, 
because they’ll take in what 
you say.”

An Oklahoma City direc-
tor heard about Caleb Free-
man’s story and is making 
a documentary on the fam-
ily’s journey. You can see 
more of the Freeman’s story 
and trailers for the movie at  
facebook.com/prayforcaleb-
freeman.

Jason Wilkie is executive direc-
tor of Camp Siloam.

Children run during a game at Camp Siloam. The camp’s Sproing! event was held April 4-6. Camp Siloam photos

Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

samm@fbcbentonville.org

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2020-21.

www.evangelistsammoore.com
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MOFFETT PREACHES INAUGURAL MESSAGE – Eric Moffett, (left), pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Pocahontas, preached the inaugural message for Eric A. Turner, 
president of Southwest Baptist Univeristy (SBU) in Bolivar, Mo., April 26. Turner 
worked in fundraising academics and accreditation at Williams Baptist University 
in Walnut Ridge for 17 years before becoming president of Black River Technical 
College (BRTC) in Pocahontas in 2014. He is the 25th president of SBU.

Downs, longtime Ouachita professor, dies at 87

Downs

ARKADELPHIA – William 
D. Downs Jr., 87, of Arkadel-
phia, longtime professor of 
communications at Ouachita 
Baptist University (OBU), 
died April 20.

Downs retired from OBU 
as professor emeritus 
of communications in 
2007 after serving for 
41 years. While at the 
university, he served as 
director of public rela-
tions, professor and 
chair of the depart-
ment of communica-
tions and adviser to 
the school newspaper 
and yearbook.

His early career in public 
relations included work with 
the March of Dimes, Little 
Rock Chamber of Commerce 
and Canteen Corporation of 
America.

Downs was director of the 
Arkansas High School Press 
Association for 25 years and 
was instrumental in the devel-
opment and enactment of the 

Arkansas Student Press Law, 
which established a framework 
of freedom of expression for 
Arkansas high school newspa-
pers. 

He served as president of 
the Arkadelphia Chamber of 

Commerce, director 
of the Clark County 
United Way, member 
of the Rotary Club of 
Arkadelphia and chair-
man of the Arkansas 
Television Network 
Commission. 

Downs also was a 
Sunday school teach-
er and deacon at First 

Baptist Church, Arkadelphia.
He was honored with nu-

merous awards, including the 
Gold Key Award from Colum-
bia Scholastic Press Associa-
tion, a Pioneer Award from the 
Associated Collegiate Press, a 
Distinguished Yearbook Ad-
viser Award from the National 
Council for College Publica-
tion Advisers (now College 
Media Association) and the 

1996 Distinguished Educator 
of the Year Award by the Ar-
kansas Advertising Federation.

Downs was the author of 
two books. “The Fighting Ti-
gers” tells the stories of the 
lives and deaths of the 36 
Ouachitonians whose names 
are engraved on Ouachita’s 
World War II memorial. In 
2011, Downs published “Sto-
ries of Survival: Arkansas 
Farmers During the Great De-
pression.” The book was based 
on interviews of farm families 
across the state and recounts 
how these families survived 
the hardships of natural di-
sasters and economic collapse 
with extraordinary faith, re-
sourcefulness and a sense of 
humor.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Jean Estelle 
Downs, and is survived by his 
wife, Vera Prince Downs; three 
sons and two grandchildren.

A memorial service was 
held April 25 at First Baptist 
Church, Arkadelphia. 
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C l a s s i f i e d s

Bella Vista Baptist Church of Bella Vista, 
AR, is seeking a senior pastor to shepherd 
a loving congregation in Northwest Arkansas. 
Contact Renee Estes, restes@bvbaptist.com. 
479- 855-3748.

Wyandotte Baptist Church seeking bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resumes to 
Pulpit Search Committee, PO Box 216, Wyan-
dotte, OK  74370.

FBC, Ash Flat, seeking bi-vocational pas-
tor for a small congregation. Contact Carl Fuller, 
870-994-2139 or mail resume to FBC, PO Box 
335, Ash Flat, AR 72513.

Saltillo Heights Baptist Church in Conway, 
AR, seeking full-time or bi-vocational 
pastor. Please send resumes to westk28@
ymail.com.

Baring Cross Baptist Church, Sherwood, is 
looking for a responsible custodian to clean 
our facilities. This is part time 20 hours a week. 
Must pass a background check and provide ref-
erences. Please contact 501-833-2347 or email 
bcbcariane@sbcglobal.net for more informa-
tion.

First Baptist Church, Lowell, is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Send resumes to 
rob@fbclowell.com or mail to P.O. Box 246,  
Lowell, AR 72745.

First Baptist Church, Hardy, seeking part-
time worship leader for congregational 
singing and adult choir. Send resume, inquiry 
to PO Box 27, Hardy, AR 72542, 870-856-3767.

First Baptist Church, Pottsville, is seeking a 
bi-vocational youth minister. Send re-

sume to pastorjimhuffman@gmail.com or by 
mail to PO Box 153, Pottsville, AR 72858.

FBC McAlester, OK, is seeking a FT wor-
ship/media pastor. Please see our website 
for more information and to submit resume.

First Baptist Church, Lepanto, Arkansas, 
is seeking a F/T youth pastor. Parson-
age provided. You may e-mail resume to  
kyle@fbclepanto.com or mail to First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 400, Lepanto AR 72354.

Cocklebur Baptist, Ward, AR, is prayerfully 
seeking part-time worship leader. Ac-
cepting resumes until June 1. Email resumes 
to cbc4138@gmail.com or mail to Attn: Wor-
ship Leader Search Comm., 4138 Cocklebur Rd, 
Ward, AR 72176.

North Central Baptist Association is seeking 
a full-time associational missionary. 
Send resumes to ncbaclinton@gmail.com or 
mail to: NCBA, 268 Main St., Clinton, AR 72031.

Glendale Baptist Church, Booneville, is 
seeking a full-time minister to stu-
dents. For more information visit our website 
at www.glendalebc.org.

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational youth pastor. Send 
resume to: smbcsecretary@windstream.net or 
PO Box 430, Crossett, AR 71635.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-
tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

Affordable, beach side condos. Gulf-
Shores and Orange Beach, Alabama. Rent direct 
from Christian family owners. Lowest prices on 
the beach. www.gulfshorescondos.com. Call 
251-656-4935, 251-752-2366 or 205-556-
0368.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church in Maynard, 
AR, is seeking a pastor. Send resumes and 
references to: David Byers, 1340 Legate Road, 
Maynard, AR 72444.

Bigelow Baptist Church, Bigelow, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational pastor.  
Please send resumes to brandonrakridge@
gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Hector, is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Send resume to 801 East 
16th Street, Russellville, AR 72801, or email: 
arvba@suddenlink.net.

East Side Baptist Church, Paragould, AR, is 
seeking a full-time senior pastor. Please 
mail resumes to: Pastor Search Committee, 
East Side Baptist Church, 529 E. Court Street, 
Paragould, AR 72450, or email resumes to:  
brichey@connect2eastside.com. You may also 
include a sermon DVD or a link to a sermon 
video/audio.

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Joyce M. Smith, 87, of 
Cherokee Village, died 
April 14. 

Smith was a member of 
Myron Baptist Church and 
served as a pianist and organ-
ist.

She is survived by her hus-
band, two sons, one daughter, 
11 grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was 
held April 16 at Myron Baptist 
Church.

Alvin Wiles, 86, of Sidney, 
died April 18.

Wiles pastored several 
churches during his 68 years 
of ministry. He also served as 
a teacher and elementary prin-
cipal for 34 years. 

He is survived by his child, 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

The funeral was April 22 
at Sidney Baptist Church fol-
lowed by burial at Finley Creek 
Cemetery. 

Jimmy Burks, 89, of Cam-
den, died April 23.

Burks was a former pastor 
of Cullendale First Baptist 
Church.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, wife and a 
brother.

Burks is survived by one 
son, two daughters, four 

Mississippi County Baptist 
Association (MCBA) will host 
a golf tournament at 8:30 a.m., 
Saturday, May 25, at Osceola 
Country Club. The evangelis-
tic event will include prizes, 
lunch and a free golf club. Call 
Osceola Country Club to sign 
up at 870-563-6218 by May 20.

Obituaries

On the move

First Baptist Church, Sher-
wood, will host free movie 
Saturdays during the month 
of May. The church will show 
“Mary Poppins Returns” May 
11, “The Princess Bride” May 
18 and “Incredibles 2” May 
25. Activities begin at 7 p.m. 
in the church parking lot, with 
movies at sundown. Popcorn 
and water will be provided.

Chris Neaveill is serving 
as associate pastor of fami-
lies, youth and children at 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church in 
Hudson, N.C. He was previ-
ously serving at First Baptist 
Church, Osceola.

Baptist life

Editor’s Note: The Arkansas Bap-
tist News would love to share your 
church news with the state. Send 
your information to sarah@arkan-
sasbaptist.org or call 1-800-838-
2272, ext. 5153. Please submit 
information three weeks prior to 
the event.

Church life

grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren, one brother 
and one sister.

The funeral was held 
April 27 at First Baptist 
Church, Cullendale, fol-
lowed by burial in Bethesda  
Cemetery.

Mount Vernon Baptist 
Church, Mount Vernon, will 
host a women’s conference at 
5 p.m., Saturday, June 22. An-
drea Lennon, women’s minis-
try specialist at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and 
founder of True Vine Minis-
try, will be the guest speaker. 
For more information visit 
mtvernonbaptist.ticketspice.
com/womensconference.

FBC, Ashdown, celebrates 125 years of ministry
ASHDOWN – The year was 
1894. Grover Cleveland was 
president of the 44 states in 
America, and Coca-Cola was 
only sold in a bottle. It was in 
this year that a small group 
of believers organized what 
would become First Baptist 
Church of Ashdown.

On Sunday, April 28, the 
church celebrated its 125 years 
of ministry to the community 
of Ashdown. 

“The significance of our hit-
ting this important milestone 
is a testimony to the continu-
ing ministries of our church 
family,” said Butch Riddle, 
pastor. “We have sent several 
of our members to the mission 
field and currently have a fam-
ily serving with the Interna-
tional Mission Board.” 

The celebration included 
historical recollections, hymns 
from each generation, and a 
sermon from Robby Sherman, 
associational missionary for 
Little River Baptist Associa-
tion.

“The future plans for our 
church coincide with the his-
tory of our church: to love 
God and love each other while 
reaching our Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and the uttermost 
parts of the earth with the 
good news of Jesus,” said Rid-
dle. “I can’t wait to see what 
God has in store for us in the 
years ahead!”

First Baptist Church has ministered to 
the Ashdown community since 1894.
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What would you say is the most mo-
mentous event in history? An American 
might answer the American Revolution. 
A German might answer the bringing 
down of the Berlin Wall. For an Egyp-
tian, it may be the discovery of the in-
tact tomb of Egypt’s most famous king, 
Tutankhamun. Many Christians would 
answer the Reformation.

The most momentous event in history 
hasn’t occurred yet: the Second Coming 
of Christ. The 
Second Com-
ing of Christ 
is a fundamen-
tal doctrine of 
the Christian 
faith. The late  
Princeton theolo-
gian Charles R. Erdman said the Second 
Coming of Christ “is embodied in hymns 
of hope; it forms the climax of the creeds; 
it is the sublime motive for evangelistic 
and missionary activity; and daily it is 
voiced in the inspired prayer: ‘Even so: 
Come, Lord Jesus.’”

There are unprecedented signs that 
will accompany His coming. The sun, 
moon and stars will no longer shine 
(Mark 13:24-25). The very cosmos will be 
impacted (Mark 13:25). This is not what 

makes this event the most momentous. 
Unlike His first coming, His return will 
be seen by everyone as He comes “in 
great power and glory” (Rev. 1:7; Mark 
13:26). Angels will be sent out to gather 
the saints (Mark 13:27). Sadly, for some 
it will be a time of judgment.

Jesus used an illustration of the fig 
tree to assure His disciples He would 
return and establish His eternal king-
dom. Just as winter gives way to spring, 

spring is a sign 
that summer is 
coming. Jesus 
reminded them 
to stay alert be-
cause no one 
knows the time 
of His coming 

(Mark 13:33). Jesus is coming back, and 
when He does it will be sudden. We do 
not want to be like the doorkeeper who 
has fallen asleep (Mark 13:34-36). Christ-
followers must remain faithful and vigi-
lant.

The promise of His return should 
motivate us to be vigilant about our 
personal evangelism and missionary ef-
forts to take the gospel to the ends of 
the earth. May it be our prayer, “Amen! 
Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20).

the man and Jesus were using proverbial 
sayings. The man wanted to go home 
and take care of his father until he died. 
Jesus was saying the spiritually dead 
should bury the physically dead. The 
most important thing is to spread the 
news of the kingdom of God.

The third would-be disciple wanted 
to go home and tell his family goodbye 

first. Jesus said, 
“No one who 
puts his hand 
to the plow and 
looks back is fit 
for the kingdom 
of God” (Luke 
9:62). Look-
ing back will 
cause crooked 
furrows. The 
word “fit” is the 

Greek word eutbetos, meaning “ready for 
use.” We must be ready for the Master’s 
use. Looking back will keep us from the 
demanding challenges of the present and 
the future.  

We can always find excuses to resist a 
commitment to Christ. A commitment 
to Christ takes precedence over all other 
commitments. We must surrender all ex-
cuses and follow Him.

The pastor explained to the congre-
gation, just before the offertory prayer, 
that you really haven’t given unless you 
give until it hurts. After the offertory, he 
preached a sermon titled “Jesus Helps the 
Hurting.”  

The idea of sacrifice in the Bible indi-
cates that whatever is being offered comes 
at a cost. In the culture, and even in the 
Church, we tend to use “cost” and “sacri-
fice” synonymous-
ly. In reality, we 
can pay for a lot of 
things while sacri-
ficing very little.  

Jesus was in 
Bethany having a 
meal at the house 
of Simon. While Jesus was reclining at 
the table, an unidentified woman came 
in with a jar of very expensive perfume 
that cost about a year’s salary. John identi-
fied this woman as Mary, sister to Martha 
and Lazarus (John 12:2). She broke the 
seal and poured the contents on Jesus’ 
head. This was a public demonstration of 
a sacrifice of extravagant love.  

The disciples criticized her, saying the 
perfume should have been sold and the 
money given to the poor. When they 

began to scold her, Jesus told them to 
leave her alone. He gave Mary’s act of ex-
travagant love a prophetic and symbolic 
significance. She had anointed His body 
for burial. Mary stood in stark contrast 
to Judas who would betray Him and 
Peter who would deny Him.  

 The Passover meal with His disciples, 
Judas’ upcoming betrayal, the institution 
of the Lord’s Supper, and the prediction 

of Peter’s denial 
probably con-
tributed to Jesus’ 
soul being “dis-
tressed and hor-
rified” … “to the 
point of death” 
(Mark 14:33-34). 

In Gethsemane, while Jesus struggled 
for the souls of men, His disciples slept. 
Mary had prepared His body for burial, 
and now in prayer He prepared Himself 
spiritually. He prayed three times for the 
cup to be removed. He agonized over the 
cup of passion all alone. Jesus prayed, 
“Not what I will, but what You will” 
(14:36). He awakened them and said, 
“Enough! The time has come” (14:41). 
The issue was settled; He was prepared 
to bear the sins of the world.

The more Jesus isolated religious lead-
ers, the larger the crowds that followed 
Him became. The crowds were prob-
ably excited, enthusiastic and expectant. 
Some wanted to see some grand miracle. 
Some wanted to hear great teaching. 
Some wanted to be fed – physically or 
spiritually. Some wanted to see Him spar 
with the religious leaders. Some hoped 
He was the revolutionary warrior Mes-
siah who would overthrow Rome and set 
up a Davidic king-
dom.  

Jesus knew most 
of the crowd had no 
interest in spiritual 
things or making 
a lifelong commitment. To spread the 
good news of the kingdom and to build 
the kingdom require followers who are 
serious about discipleship. 

Jesus made it perfectly clear that, 
when it comes to personal discipleship, 
quality is preferred over quantity. This 
crowd would have to count the cost. 
They would have to make a decision if 
they could pay the price. We must make 
note that salvation and discipleship are 
not the same thing. The invitation to sal-
vation is available to all. Discipleship is 

for those who can count the cost and pay 
the price. Bible scholar Warren Wiersbe 
says it like this, “Salvation means coming 
to the cross and trusting Jesus Christ, 
while discipleship means carrying the 
cross and following Jesus Christ.”  

 Jesus needed to thin the crowd. He 
turned to the multitude and preached 
a sermon that would do just that. Most 
Bible scholars agree that the word “hate” 
is not used in an antagonistic way. The 

Greek lexicon ap-
plies the signifi-
cation as “loving 
less.” This means 
that we must love 
Jesus supremely 

over our love for family, friends or self. 
If we are to be His disciples, we must 

carry our cross and follow Him. Carrying 
our cross is identifying constantly with 
Christ’s shame and suffering and sur-
rendering to the Father’s will. Whether 
we are building a tower, going to war, or 
being salt in the world, we must count 
the cost. Jesus said, “Whoever does not 
bear his own cross and come after Me 
cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:27). 
Will you stay in the crowd, or will you 
be His disciple?

In his book “Follow Me,” David Platt 
states, “Ultimately the call to follow Jesus 
is a call to die – to die to ourselves and 
to die to the things of this world. But at 
the same time, it is a call to live – to ex-
perience unbridled joy as we follow Jesus 
wherever he leads in this world.” This 
lesson forces us to examine and measure 
our commitment to God. The commit-
ment to follow 
Christ is serious, 
and one must 
count the cost.  

A man came 
up to Jesus and 
said to Him, “I 
will follow You 
wherever you 
go!” (Luke 9:57). 
Jesus respond-
ed, “Foxes have 
dens, and birds of the sky have nests, but 
the Son of Man has no place to lay His 
head” (Luke 9:58). Matthew tells us this 
man was a scribe (Matt. 8:19). This is an 
important detail because the scribes were 
known to question Christ and His mes-
sage (Mark 2:6-7).

Jesus said to a second man, “Follow 
Me” (Luke 9:59). This man wanted to 
first go home and bury his father. Both 

Let the dead bury their dead
Luke 9:57-62 (HCSB)
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Luke 14:25-35 (HCSB)

BiBle StudieS for life

Prepares
Mark 14:3-11, 32-36 (HCSB)

explore the BiBle

Featured 
commentary 
writer

Gerald Nash

Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist and EEG technician at St. Mary’s Regional Health System in Russellville. 
He is involved in medical research, determining antibiotic resistance in tuberculosis. Nash leads a small group and is 
involved in many ministries at Second Baptist Church, Conway. He has attended several universities and seminaries, 
including Williams Baptist University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. His degrees include a bachelor 
of arts in Christian ministries, master of arts and doctor of ministry in pastoral studies, and master of arts in theological 
studies. He is currently studying archaeology and paleography and volunteers on the Cairo Geniza Project, deciphering 
and analyzing ancient Greek and Arabic documents. Nash enjoys reading, bass fishing and spending time with his family. 
He and his wife, Mary Ann, love to travel, explore ancient ruins and go on wild animal safaris.
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