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Ronnie Floyd: ‘We’ve got to make a di� erence’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

SPRINGDALE – This is the sec-
ond of a two-part interview with 
Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkansas 
and a candidate for president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC). In this installment, Floyd 
is asked about his church’s com-
mitment to giving through the Co-
operative Program (CP) and how 
churches today should support CP 
giving, his small church roots, his 
involvement in LifeWay Christian 
Resources curriculum, the role of 

state conventions and associations 
and the question of Calvinism in 
the SBC.

ABN: The first time you ran for SBC 
president in 2006 your church was criti-
cized for not giving enough through the 
Cooperative Program. Since 2006, you 
have led Cross Church to increase its 
CP giving. Can you explain? Why the 
change? (Editor’s Note: Cross Church 
is now the top giving CP church in Ar-
kansas. In 2013, Cross Church had 
$17,209,876 in total undesignated re-
ceipts and gave $716,827 – 4.17 percent 
– to CP).

Floyd: Well, first of all for clari-
fication, we were at times not repre-

sented in what we were truly giving 
through the Cooperative Program. 
Our church had made a 
decision, two or three years 
earlier maybe, that we give 
a smaller portion through 
our convention and then 
the larger portion toward 
the other (missions causes). 
Well, by Southern Baptist 
definition of the Coopera-
tive Program, at least at that 
time, they did not count 
the other (causes). They 
counted only what came through 
the SBC state conventions. That 
word never got really out there, fully, 

what we were doing. But I want to 
make it real clear – we were not 

doing what we needed to 
be doing. I’m not by any 
means saying we shouldn’t 
have done more. Through 
all that, I came back from 
that convention and, if I 
am not mistaken, within 
30 to 60 days, we recom-
mitted … because there 
were also some things 
going on at the state con-
vention that were encour-

aging to us and I lead our men and 

See FLOYD page  6

Floyd

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
Executive Board Finance Commit-
tee voted unanimously May 20 to 
recommend a $22 million unified 
Cooperative Program (CP) budget 
for 2015.

The full board is scheduled to 
vote Aug. 12 on the budget recom-
mendation, which then will be sent 
to messengers for approval at the 
ABSC Annual Meeting Oct. 28-29 
at Trinity Baptist Church in Texar-
kana. The budget recommended by 
the committee reflects the third year 
of the ABSC’s 2013-17 budget for-
mula approved by messengers at the 
2011 annual meeting. 

The formula increases the per-
centage of funds (total receipts) – 
called the Shared Ministry Alloca-
tion – forwarded to the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC), with 
budget surpluses being divided with 
the SBC. The percentage increase 
for SBC causes is two-tenths of 1 
percent each year during the five-
year budget formula period. Ad-
ditionally, the formula directs the 
convention to conduct a statewide 
emphasis every five years, encourag-
ing churches to increase their Coop-
erative Program percentage.

As with the past several years, the 
budget reflects no increase in the 
total amount budgeted, but does 
included a number of changes in al-

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – With the stroke 
of a judge’s pen, state law was struck 
down May 9 resulting in Arkansas 
becoming the first state in the South 
to abandon a traditional definition 
of marriage.

Pulaski County Circuit Judge 
Christopher Piazza made history 
when he ruled as unconstitutional 
the state’s 2004 voter-approved 
amendment that defined mar-
riage as being between a man and 
a women. Similar rulings have been 
made by U.S. district and state 
courts in California, Oregon, Utah, 
Oklahoma, Virginia, Texas, Michi-
gan and Idaho.

Carroll County became the first 
county in Arkansas to issue a mar-
riage to a same-sex couple May 10. 

Arkansas Attorney General 
Dustin McDaniel, despite person-
ally supporting gay marriage, issued 
multiple appeals and calls for the 
state Supreme Court to issue an 
emergency stay on Piazza’s ruling on 
behalf of the state. The state’s high 
court issued a stay May 16, which 
will cease the issuance of marriage 
licenses to homosexual couples until 
the court rules on the issue.

In his order, Piazza compared a 
prohibition on same-sex marriage to 
that of interracial marriage. 

See SAME-SEX page 3See BUDGET page 3

HOPE FOR HUGHES – Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, Tenn., hosted Hope for Hughes 
May 10. The event was held at First Baptist Church, Hughes, and organized by Wallace Lock, 
member of Bellevue Baptist and resident of Hughes. The event was open to the public and 
featured bounce houses and other games for children, free food, music provided by members 
of local churches and a gospel message from Steve Gaines, pastor of Belleview Baptist.
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Muslim student at SWBTS draws criticism
FORT WORTH – A Palestinian 
Muslim who has been of “great help” 
to Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary’s Gezer archaeological 
project in Israel was admitted to the 
school’s doctorate in archaeology 
program, in an apparent exception 
to the seminary’s admissions policy.

Seminary President Paige Patter-
son told the Southern Baptist Texan 
on May 16 that the student enrolled 
at Southwestern last year because 
“he had no other options for Ph.D. 
work in his field” and be-
cause Patterson hoped to 
win him to saving faith.

In fact, Patterson told 
the Texan he admitted three 
other non-Christian stu-
dents to schools he led over 
nearly four decades; all came 
to Christ during their tenure 
as students, Patterson said 
in a phone interview. One, 
a former Syrian Orthodox 
priest, was saved during his 
second semester at Southwestern, 
after chapel, and has since married 
and become a professor at Baylor 
University.

Patterson said he granted the ex-
ception after taking counsel from 
other seminary administrators but 
that “the final decision was mine 
alone.”

“We required that the student 
would agree with our moral stan-
dards while a student at Southwest-
ern. It was no problem for him,” Pat-
terson added. 

Seminary trustees were not 
advised prior to the exception 

being granted but were briefed 
on the situation in a letter sent  
from Patterson May 16.

Steven James, Southwestern trust-
ee chairman and pastor of Trinity 
Baptist Church in Lake Charles, La., 
told the Texan that the trustee ex-
ecutive committee has a scheduled 
meeting in September and will “dis-
cuss this issue and will deal with it 
accordingly at that time.”

“That is the role and responsibil-
ity of the trustees,” James said. “I 

have a concern, obviously, 
about the spiritual condi-
tion of the young man in 
question; we don’t want to 
do anything to jeopardize 
that. And then from the ex-
ecutive committee meeting 
in September, we will make 
any adjustments that need 
to be made.”

“If it needs to come to 
the full board, it will come 
to the full board,” James 

added.
He said he has not received any 

other information about the stu-
dent’s enrollment except what was 
contained in Patterson’s letter and 
had not spoken with Patterson 
about it.

In the letter to trustees, Patterson 
wrote of the student: “(He) is a peace 
loving man who worked several years 
with us at Tel Gezer. Finishing his 
M.A. in Archeology at a Jordanian 
university, he had few options if any 
in Israel or Jordan. He asked about 
our program. He agreed to abide by 
all our moral standards, which he 

has done. He is also open to profes-
sors and students. 

“Unfortunately, the story released 
is not really about (the student), 
about whom the author cares little 
as is indicated by placing him at risk. 
The author is constantly on my case 
along with his following and much 
frustrated that he has enjoyed so 
little success,” Patterson wrote. 

Patterson also expressed con-
cern for the student’s perception of 
Christians because of the incident 
and also that trustees would 
be unfairly blamed for some-
thing “of which you are not 
guilty.”

“I have made it clear to all 
that this was my decision. No 
one else should be blamed. I 
am answerable to the faculty, 
to the Board and to you for 
all that I do including this.”

Patterson closed by asking 
the trustees to pray for the 
student, “that this will not 
turn him away from the Way.”

An Oklahoma blogger who had 
disagreed with Southwestern’s lead-
ership on other occasions brought 
the matter to light in a post dated 
May 16 and titled “Southwestern 
Baptist Islamic Theological Semi-
nary and the Center for Cultural En-
gagement and Firing.” Pastor Wade 
Burleson of Enid, Okla., went on 
in the post to mention a recent and 
unrelated faculty dismissal, though 
without any details. 

Burleson later removed the last 
name of the Muslim student from 
his blog.

On the admission section of its 
website, the school says it “assumes 
the student has been identified as a 
prospective minister by announced 
intent, proven conduct in accor-
dance with Christian standards set 
forth in the Bible, active church 
involvement, and unqualified ap-
proval from the church where they 
are currently members.” Among the 
required credentials for graduate-
level courses are “a mature Chris-
tian character,” “evidence a desire 

for Christian ministry 
(shown through the appli-
cation process),” “a record 
of active church service” 
and “promise of continued 
intellectual and spiritual 
growth.”

Also, “Applicants must 
demonstrate church mem-
bership and active church 
involvement to apply for 
admission to the seminary. 
Active membership and in-

volvement in a local church is also 
required of all students for contin-
ued enrollment,” the website said.

Prior to becoming Southwestern’s 
eighth president in 2003, Patterson 
served as president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C., from 1992 to 
2003 and before that was president 
of Criswell College in Dallas for 17 
years. Patterson is known for his role 
in the Southern Baptist “conserva-
tive resurgence” which emphasized 
conservative Baptist theology.

Written by Gary Ledbetter, editor of 
the Southern Baptist Texan.

Patterson

Caner loses second ‘fair use’ copyright claim
LYNCHBURG, Va. – Ergun Caner, 
president of Brewton-Parker College 
in Mount Vernon, Ga., has lost a 
second lawsuit that attempted to 
block the posting of videos online of 
his testimony claiming to have been 
trained as an Islamic jihadist.

A summary judgment was grant-
ed by U.S. District Judge Norman 
Moon in Lynchburg, Va., May 14 
against Caner’s copyright claim to 
two videos posted online by Jona-
than Autry, a blogger who attended 
Liberty Theological Seminary while 
Caner was dean.

Autry claimed in his defense that 
he once supported Caner but lost 
confidence in him after blogs and 
news articles began casting doubts 
on the veracity of claims that he was 
raised overseas and trained as a ter-
rorist before his dramatic conversion 
to Christianity prevented him from 
carrying out an act like the terrorist 
attacks against America on Sept. 11, 
2001.

Caner sued Autry last August, 
claiming that he owned the copy-
right to videos of him speaking in 
training sessions to U.S. Marines 
about what they needed to know 
about Islam before being deployed 
in 2005, saying that Autry and an-

engaging in “cyberterrorism.”
Judge Moon called that an “as-

tounding” claim that is “ludicrous 
on its face.”

“The First Amendment’s protec-
tions, advanced by the fair use de-
fense, have never applied to some 
bizarre oligarchy of ‘qualified’ speak-

ers,” Moon ruled. “Exclud-
ing speakers who criticize 
public figures from protec-
tion due to the speaker’s 
social status, level of edu-
cation or other nebulous 
‘qualifying’ factors would 
nullify the broad protec-
tions the First Amendment 
is meant to provide and sti-
fle the open discourse that 
stands against tyranny, in-
tolerance and oppression.”

The judge observed in a footnote 
differences in what Caner told Ma-
rines about his background in 2005 
and what is published in a book pub-
lished in 2002 that he co-wrote with 
his younger brother, Emir Caner, 
president of Truett-McConnell Col-
lege in Cleveland, Ga.

According to “Unveiling Islam: 
An Insider’s Look at Muslim Life 
and Beliefs,” the judge noted, 
Caner’s father and mother met at a 

other blogger had posted the videos 
online without his permission.

Autry’s posting of the material 
constituted “fair use,” the judge said, 
because it was for the purpose of 
making “religiously based criticism 
against a public figure on a matter 
of public concern” based on Au-
try’s sincerely held religious 
beliefs that “it is morally 
wrong to lie, and especially 
wrong to lie in a church and 
to U.S. Marines.”

The doctrine of fair use is 
recognized by courts for pur-
poses including criticism, 
commentary and news re-
porting, taking into account 
factors such as the purpose 
and character of use, nature 
of the copyrighted work, 
the amount of copyrighted material 
used and any effect on its market 
value.

During an oral hearing April 
30, Caner’s lawyer introduced an 
argument not in the written com-
plaint that Autry was “not quali-
fied” to make a fair use claim, 
because he is a disgruntled for-
mer employee motivated by re-
venge and using a copyright de-
fense to hurt Caner financially by  

university in Sweden, where Ergun 
was born in 1966, then moved to 
America, where his brother, Emir, 
“was born after we arrived in Ohio” 
in 1970.

The book said Ergun Caner at-
tended a mosque in Columbus, 
Ohio, during weekend visits to his 
father after his parents’ 1978 divorce 
until he converted to Christianity at 
a friend’s urging in high school.

In the Marine training session 
videos, Caner introduced himself 
as a Turk who was “taught that you 
hated me” through his training at 
a Muslim school in Egypt. Caner 
said he knew nothing about Ameri-
can culture except what he saw on 
American TV until he came to the 
U.S. at age 14.

Caner said he lived in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., and was “sworn to jihad” from 
age 9 until he became a believer in 
Christ at 18.

A federal judge in Texas handed 
down a similar decision April 17, 
finding fair use by Jason Smathers, a 
blogger and Southern Baptist pastor 
who posted videos of Caner training 
Marines at New River, N.C. 

Compiled from reporting by the AB-
PNews/Herald and other published re-
ports.

Caner

Burleson
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Addison new ABSC assoc. exec. director
LITTLE ROCK – Greg Addison, 
49, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Cabot, since February 2007, has 
been named associate executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC).

Addison, who was ABSC presi-
dent from 2012 to 2013, is expected 
to begin his new duties July 1. He 
replaces Jimmie Sheffield, who has 
served as interim associated execu-
tive director since 2013.

Prior to serving at First Baptist, 
Cabot, Addison was pastor of East 

Side Baptist Church in Paragould 
from 2002 to 2007. Addi-
son is chaplain of the Ar-
kansas House of Represen-
tatives for the current term 
(2013-14).  

Addison, a former attor-
ney, was ordained to the 
gospel ministry in 1996 at 
Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Memphis, Tenn. In Febru-
ary of that year, Addison 
joined the ministry staff at 
Bellevue, where he served on staff 

until 2002, leading the church’s sin-
gle adult, new member and 
men’s ministries.

During Addison’s tenure 
at First Baptist, Cabot, the 
church has grown signifi-
cantly, in part due to inno-
vative programs like Genesis 
Lab for children, which fo-
cuses on teaching children a 
biblical world view.

He and his wife, Janet, 
have two children, Mabry 

Anne and John Grant.

continued from page one
BUDGET
locations following a restructuring 
of teams announced in February. 
The Shared Ministry Allocation in-
creased from $135,000 in 2014 to 
$220,000 in the 2015 budget.

ABSC programs and related en-
tity budget allocations are slight-
ly higher in the new budget at 
$12,336,214 – which is 56.07 per-
cent of the total CP budget – after 
$122,386 in the Shared Ministry Al-
location was deducted.

A breakdown of ABSC and en-
tity allocations and the percentage 
of the budget is as follows: Executive 
Board Programs, $6,390,700 (29.05 
percent); Pastoral Scholarship Fund, 
$170,572 (0.78 percent); Conven-
tion, $172,109 (0.78 percent); 
Church Protection Plan-Guide-
Stone, $147,938 (0.67 percent); 
Camp Siloam, $252,634 (1.15 per-
cent); Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries, 
$581,659 (2.64 percent); Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation, $340,510 (1.55 
percent); Arkansas Baptist News, 
$290,736 (1.32 percent); Ouachi-
ta Baptist University, $3,159,994 
(14.36 percent), and Williams Bap-
tist College, $951,748 (4.33 percent).

SBC allocations increased slight-
ly from 2014, from $9,439,120 to 
$9,443,786, which is 42.93 percent 
of the total CP budget. In 2015, 
$97,614 is designated in the Shared 

Ministry Allocation, compared to 
$58,280 in 2014.

A breakdown of SBC allocations 
and the percentage of the budget 
is as follows: International Mission 
Board, $4,721,893 (21.46 percent); 
North American Mission Board, 
$2,152,239 (9.78 percent); Theologi-
cal Education Ministries (SBC semi-
naries), $2,092,743 (9.51 percent); 
Christian Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Ministries, $155,821 (0.71 per-
cent), and Facilitating Ministries, 
$302,201 (1.37 percent).

In an executive directions re-
port, ABSC Executive Director J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker told members of 
the committee that the restructur-
ing of the convention ministries and 
staff is nearly complete.

“It has not been easy for the folks 
here,” said Tucker.

“I can’t think of a time that I 
have asked more of the folks here. 
… They have been patient, kind and 
gracious.”

Explaining the unified CP budget 
process, Tucker said Southern Bap-
tists decided “a long time ago what 
the best way was to do missions.”

Tucker explained the Coopera-
tive Program grew out of the wisdom 
of Southern Baptist forefathers to es-
tablish a way for churches to fund 
entities and “achieve spiritual syner-
gy,” while keeping the work of local 
churches autonomous. 

“We are commanded to fulfill the 
Great Commission on a personal 
level, on a church level, but also on 

a convention level,” he said. 
Tucker shared about the various 

ministries and entities of the ABSC 
and how each contributes to the 
cause for Christ in the state.

“That’s what you get when you 
call something a unified missions 
budget,” he said, “because through 
Cooperative Program missions you 
achieve spiritual synergy. That’s how 
we work as Southern Baptists in Ar-
kansas.”

In other action, the board:
– Were introduced to Greg Addi-

son, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Cabot, who recently was elected 
ABSC associate executive director. 
“Thank you very much for your af-
firmation. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity more than you know,” said 
Addison. “I love Arkansas Baptists 
and love the partnership spirit that 
we have. It’s really exciting to get to 
participate with you guys, and I am 
looking forward to serving you and 
I am looking forward to reaching 
people for Jesus” (see related story 
above).

– Heard a terminated pastor/
staff assistance committee report 
from Don Selph, a member Frank-
lin Baptist Church, Franklin. Selph 
said from May 2013 through April 
of this year, 10 pastors received one-
time assistance totaling $9,050, and 
one pastor received assistance of up 
to four months in the amount of 
$4,634.43, for a total amount of as-
sistance provided of $13,684.43.

Addison

continued from page one
SAME-SEX

The judge pointed to the 1967 
U.S. Supreme Court case of Loving 
v. Virginia, which set a legal prec-
edent for the legality of interracial 
marriage, the 
Arkansas Dem-
oc ra t -Gazet t e 
reported.

“It has been 
over 40 years 
since Mildred 
Loving was 
given the right 
to marry the person of her choice. 
The hatred and fears have long since 
vanished, and she and her husband 
lived full lives together; so it will be 
for the same-sex couples,” Piazza 

wrote in his court order. “It is time 
to let that beacon of freedom shine 
brighter on all our brothers and sis-
ters. We will be stronger for it.”

Reactions to Piazza’s order were 
varied. Same-sex marriage advocates 
praised the decision as another step 
toward American “marriage equal-

ity.” The Ar-
kansas Times, 
an alternative 
n e w s p a p e r 
based in Little 
Rock, known 
for having an 
unabashed lib-
eral bias, laud-

ed the ruling. 
The cover of the Times’ May 15 

issue shows two men standing in-
side the Pulaski County Court-
house. One of the men is holding 

a young boy who appears to be his 
son. The other man is shown kissing 
the young boy on the cheek with an 
Arkansas marriage license grasped 
in his hand. The headline reads: “At 
Last Marriage Equality Comes to Ar-
kansas.”

Conservative Arkansans, includ-
ing many Christian evangelicals, saw 
Piazza’s ruling as an affront to God’s 
Law and a sign of the degradation of 
American culture. 

Larry Page, executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council (AFEC), called same-sex 
marriage “a sham civil rights issue,” 
in a recent AFEC e-newsletter.

“It (same-sex marriage) is a man-
ufactured crisis masquerading as a 
real instance of people being denied 

See SAME-SEX page  9

Listen to an interview 
with Larry Page regard-
ing same-sex marriage 
at www.arkansasbaptist.
org/podcast.

Liberty University 
defends Beck’s sermon
LYNCHBURG, Va. – Follow-
ing controversy over inviting 
Mormon political pundit Glenn 
Beck to speak at the school’s 
convocation ceremony, Liberty 
University has defended their 
decision. Beck’s keynote turned 
into a sermon laced with Mor-
mon theology and references to 
Mormonism’s founder Joseph 
Smith. James Duncan, associ-
ate professor of communication 
at Anderson University in An-
derson, S.C., affiliated with the 
South Carolina Baptist Conven-
tion, wrote in a blog post, “The 
alarming feature of (the) message 
is that Beck did not appear as a 
political or cultural leader. ... He 
used his time to preach a mes-
sage full of theological assertions 
that were unchallenged by the 
university, and which received a 
standing ovation from Jerry Fal-
well (chancellor and president of 
Liberty) at the end of the event.”

Flooding in Serbia
worst in 120 years
KRALJEVO, Serbia (BP) – Inter-
national Mission Board (IMB) 
and Baptist Global Response 
(BGR) representatives are work-
ing to meet needs following 
heavy rains that hit eastern Eu-
rope this month. BGR released 
funds May 18 to purchase food 
for those in need. The day before, 
Ondrej Franka, president of the 
Union of Baptist Churches in 
Serbia, issued an urgent appeal 
for food, clothing, bottled drink-
ing water, rubber boots, blankets 
and other bedding and hygiene 
packs. “Please pray for this na-
tion we love and its people,” said  
an IMB worker in Kraljevo. “Our 
prayer is that many will come to 
know Jesus as their personal Lord 
and Savior through this awful 
tragedy.”

Same-sex marriage
support reaches high
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Amer-
icans’ support for the law rec-
ognizing same-sex marriages as 
legally valid has increased yet 
again, now at 55 percent, ac-
cording to Gallup. Marriage 
equality advocates have had a 
string of legal successes over the 
past year, such as in Pennsylva-
nia and Oregon where federal 
judges struck down bans on gay 
marriage. In 1996, nearly 70 
percent of Americans opposed 
same-sex marriage.
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– which in Arkansas’ case – were  
approved by 70 percent of voters. 
Some call it judicial activism.

A number of years ago Broad-
man & Holman published an 
enlightening book, “The Homo-
sexual Agenda: Exposing the Prin-
cipal Threat to Religious Freedom 

Today” by Alan 
Sears and Craig 
Osten, to alert 
the Church to the 
coming tsunami 
around the homo-
sexual agenda in 
America.

In the book, 
the authors say the change in the 
way Americans view homosexual-
ity did not happen overnight and 
was part of a well-orchestrated and 
“long-term strategy implemented 
by radical homosexual activists to 
dramatically transform America’s 
perception of homosexuality and 
of those who oppose homosexual 
behavior.”

In fact, the “rebranding” of the 
word “homosexual” to “gay” is 
pointed to by some as one of the 

I f you are like me, events of 
the past couple weeks have 

left you a bit dazed.
It seems as if overnight our 

country has gone crazy bonkers 
over granting rights to homosexual 
couples – therefore bowing to the 
agenda of the homosexual left.

Make no 
mistake, it is an 
agenda to funda-
mentally change 
the United States 
and continue a 
march into secu-
larism and turn-
ing away from all 
things God.

Not long ago it would have been 
absurd and simply ludicrous to 
entertain the thought that same-
sex couples would be granted the 
“right” to marry. Today, if you op-
pose such thoughts, you are called 
a bigot, against human rights and 
un-Christian.

Judges – like the one here in 
Arkansas – are taking it upon 
themselves to overturn state laws 
banning same-sex marriage that 

The Church’s response to the homosexual agenda
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A ssaults on the historicity 
of Christianity abound in 

the current age. The modern 
bookstore and college campus 
are two of the major fronts of 
these assaults. “Truth Matters: 
Confident Faith in a Confusing 
World” deals primarily with the 
latter, though 
it also serves to 
equip trips into 
the former. From 
the opening chap-
ter addressing the 
claims of Bart Eh-
rman through the 
following seven 
chapters, the au-
thors address some of the major 
popular objections to Christian-
ity.

First, let’s take a look at the 
authors. Andreas Köstenberger 
is professor of New Testament at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Darrell Bock is profes-
sor of New Testament at Dallas 

Theological Seminary. Josh Cha-
traw is a pastor of preaching and 
students at First Baptist Church in 
Dublin, Ga. All have earned doc-
torates in their fields, so the work 
here is not simplistic refutations.

Second, let’s take a look at the 
material. Overall, “Truth Matters” 

presents 
apologetic 
material in 
an expected 
manner. 
Each chapter 
poses a major 
question 
and then 
provides an 

expanded answer for that question. 
As an example, one chapter deals 
with the origins of the New Testa-
ment canon by posing the ques-
tion, “Who picked these books, 
and where’d they come from?” 
This chapter then provides answers 
regarding the canonization of Scrip-
ture based in history.

Third, let’s take a look at the pre-
sentation. The inclusion of Chatraw 
shines through in the presentation 
of the material. While I am certain 
that Köstenberger 
and Bock are effec-
tive communicators, 
including a pastor 
who regularly works 
with students has 
helped keep the ma-
terial easy to digest. 
The authors use 
theological terms, as 
is appropriate, but 
do not overload the 
reader with jargon. 
This puts the mate-
rial at a reasonable 
reading level.

Fourth, let’s 
take a look at the 
usefulness. “Truth 
Matters” should cer-
tainly be part of a senior high study 
curriculum for your youth group. 
If it’s too much for them to read 

and consider, then your disciple-
ship program needs to step up a 
notch anyway. It’s also a valuable 
addition to an adult or collegiate 

study group. I would 
suggest a particular 
value to mature, long-
time church attenders 
who may not realize 
the questions that 
their own families or 
co-workers are actually 
asking.

Fifth, let’s take a 
look at the value. In 
bulk, and even not 
in bulk, the cost of 
“Truth Matters” is 
reasonable for a well-
constructed hardcov-
er. It delivers on the 
promise of providing 
clear answers in order 
to understand the 

Christian faith.
Doug Hibbard is pastor of First 

Baptist Church in Almyra.

BOOK REVIEW

Doug Hibbard
 First Baptist Church 

Almyra

‘Truth Matters: Confident Faith in a Confusing World’ 
By by Andreas Köstenberger, Darrell Bock and Josh Chatraw, B&H Publishing Group, 2014

most successful public relations 
campaigns of the 20th century – 
literally from a vice to “there’s not 
anything wrong with it” and to clas-
sifying those who are against it as 

having a “vice of intolerance.”
The rebranding of homosexual 

sin flies in the face of biblical teach-

See AGENDA page 5
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Family Matters
His Word First Word (HWFW)

H  igh school seniors have 
recently walked across the 

graduation platform, and many 
are preparing for the start of a 
college career. Unfortunately, 
most college freshmen, even 
those who grew 
up in Christian 
homes and went 
to church all their 
lives, will walk 
onto the campus 
clueless about 
how to study and 
apply Scripture. I 
made a commitment as a young 
parent that I would take some 
steps to help my children even-
tually leave home with the skills 
to study and apply Scripture 
in their daily lives. Here’s our 
process:

Display: Our first step is to 
model for our children how 
important it is to read Scripture 
daily. I want them to physi-
cally see me read my Bible. We 
spend time in the Scriptures 
each day His Word First Word. 
Children will more likely desire 
to spend time reading the Bible 
if they see you making it a pri-
ority in your life.

Disciple: We encourage and 
help our children spend time 
in the Scriptures daily. When 
they were younger, we “read 
to them.” When they began 
to read, we “read with them.” 
Now they read on their own 
most of the time. They each 
have their own Bibles, and we 
all read the same passage of 
Scripture each day.

Discuss: We discuss what we 
have read most days. I normally 
begin by asking someone the 
question, “What did you learn 
in your quiet time?” They re-
spond, and then they ask some-
one else the same question 
until everyone has had an op-
portunity to share. This system 
of accountability is good for 
all of us, and it provides some 
insight into what God is saying 
to each of us. It also presents 
a good forum to ask questions 
and for providing guidance in 
how to interpret Scripture.

If my children graduate with 
straight A’s in high school but 
have no discipline of reading 
and applying the Bible, then 
they may do well academically 
in college, but they will struggle 
spiritually in life. My goal as a 
parent is to utilize Scripture to 
display, disciple and discuss so 
that, when they walk through 
any stage of life, they walk with 
Christ consistently reading and 
applying Scripture.

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention evan-
gelism and church health team.

Phillips

Same-sex marriage:  
How did we get here?

A s an Arkansas Baptist, you may be wondering, “How 
did we get here?” I have a few thoughts. 

First, there has been a shift in the code of moral con-
duct since the 1960s regarding human sexuality. Abso-
lute truth (right and wrong) has been replaced by rel-
evant truth (what is true for me may not be true for you); 
therefore, if you tell somebody they are living an immoral 
lifestyle, you are called “intolerant.” Second, media has 
normalized immorality. Advertisers have learned that sex 
sells everything from toothpaste to airplanes. Most sit-
coms and movies celebrate premarital 
sex, cohabitation and homosexuality. 
And third, the Church is lacking in 
purity. 

In most churches, the divorce rate 
is the same as that of the surround-
ing community. Many regular church 
attenders – men and women – view 
pornography. A large percentage of 
20- to 30-year-old Christians believe 
that living together before marriage is 
an acceptable practice – and in fact, 20 to 25 percent of 
those young adults who profess faith in Jesus cohabitat-
ed before they were married. Survey most youth groups 
today and you will find that 30 percent of teenagers 
believe homosexuality is an acceptable lifestyle. Sadly, 
we hear of pastors and deacons who have fallen into 
immorality. 

As churches, we have to address these issues. First, we 
need to teach the Church that marriage is to be held in 
honor by all. Hebrews 13:4 is very clear about this and 
says that God will judge fornicators and adulterers. We 
have to teach our churches that God blesses sex in a 
marriage relationship of a man and woman only. Out-
side of the marriage union, sex is a wildfire that will 
burn the house down and destroy communities and 

churches. We cannot be wrong on the sex issue and 
right with God. Second, we must teach the Church that 
homosexuality is a choice. I know this is a polarizing 
topic. Many will claim that homosexuality is a biologi-
cal issue, citing Simon LeVay’s research in 1991, but 
in Romans 1:24-32, God says otherwise. I do believe 
homosexuality can be linked to environmental issues, 
such as an abusive home, an absent dad or a smoth-
ering mother; but most importantly, we are all born 
in sin and have varying tendencies and temptations 

toward certain sins. Third, we must 
teach the Church that homosexual-
ity is a sin just like other sins. In 1 
Corinthians 6:9-10, Paul lists homo-
sexuality in a group of sins and says 
that those who practice these sins will 
not inherit the kingdom of God (go 
to heaven). Then, in verse 11, he says, 
“And such were some of you; but you 
were washed.” 

Sometimes, as churches and pas-
tors, we rail against the sin of homosexuality but ignore 
the sins of fornication, adultery, stealing, coveting, 
drunkenness and reviling. 

We have to preach the truth in love and remember 
that such were some of us, but we have been washed, 
sanctified and justified (1 Cor. 6:11). I was once a 
drunkard, no different from anybody else in the list – 
then at the age of 25, God intervened, He saved me 
and He set me free! 

I preached a message on human sexuality on April 
27 in our “You Asked For It” series. You can watch this 
message by visiting http://tinyurl.com/masonquestion.

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro.

What do you have to give?
S tocks, bonds, mutual funds, real estate, stamps, 

coins, crops, timber, cattle, airplanes, boats, cars, 
businesses, hunting club memberships, recreational 
facilities, office and storage buildings, timeshares, farm 
equipment – these are just a few of the items that peo-
ple have given (or tried to give) to us through the years. 
We would say that there is never a dull moment in deal-
ing with donors!

Many gifts are simple noncash 
transactions. A person sends us 
publicly traded common stock usu-
ally by electronic transfer. We sell 
the stock, send a receipt and then 
distribute the proceeds as directed 
by the donor. The donor avoids 
the capital gains tax and receives a 
contribution deduction for the full 
market value on the day of the gift.

Other transactions in our ministry can follow the 
same basic steps. However, there are many assets that 
require more complexity in managing the gift. Real 
estate, for example, involves many issues, including 
environmental concerns, type of actual ownership, 
debt on the property, payment of taxes and insurance 
after transfer and before sale and depreciation value. 
We spend most of our operating budget on employees, 
especially those with professional skills to handle such 
complex assets.

A common gift offer is a timeshare. Timeshares 
represent a partial ownership of condo-type properties 

with regular maintenance fees. For example, a donor 
may own one specific – or floating – week of use at a 
timeshare property in another state. While the donor 
may have spent thousands on the purchase, he or she 
continues to pay regular and often exorbitant mainte-
nance fees. As the donor ages, he or she no longer uses 
the property and wishes to donate it. Sadly, timeshares 

have almost no resale value and most 
often are turned down by the charity 
involved.  

Yes, we do turn down gifts. We refused 
to accept a major building in Little Rock 
once due to the enormous asbestos prob-
lem in the building. We did not accept 
a golf course/wellness center property 
once because the cash flow needs to 
keep it afloat were unmanageable. Some-

times we may not turn down the gift, but the donor 
backs away once they understand the tax implications 
of a gift. For example, someone may wish to give an 
item of personal property or of business inventory. We 
explain the rules and the limitation on their deduction. 
They may realize that the gift is not as advantageous as 
they first thought.

Often, gifts of noncash items require complex trans-
actions. We are blessed in Arkansas Baptist life to have 
skilled professionals at the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion who help us manage these transactions to make 
the greatest kingdom impact.

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

Financial 
 Times 

David Moore

PresidenT’s
PersPecTive

Archie Mason

continued from page 4
AGENDA
ing. The Bible is crystal clear on 
homosexual sin, such as in Leviti-
cus 18:22 (NLT): “Do not practice 

homosexuality, having sex with 
another man as with a woman. It is 
a detestable sin.”

Homosexual activists knew the 
perception of homosexuality  had 
to change if there was to be wide-
spread acceptance by future gen-

erations – and it has succceeded 
resoundingly.

The “gay” tsunami has breached 
our shores. The Church must love 
sinners – not the sin – and minister  
to those whose lives are broken by 
the sin of homosexuality.
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FLOYD

made a strong appeal. And slowly we 
started making a track through this, 
and when GCR (Great Commission 
Resurgence) was brought about, … 
we were already making a starter 
commitment. … And when GCR 
was passed, one of the major things 
we did was that I chose to get off 
national television so that we would 
have quicker money accessible to-
ward allocating toward and through 
the Cooperative Program. We got 
off national television. I stood up 
and told my church we were doing 
that. I’d been on national television 
since the early 1990s. So, we made 
that commitment and will continue 
to excel in that and we will continue 
next year’s budget excelling in that. 
(We) have done that in the worst 
economy that has ever affected this 
region in my 27 years. But we’ve 
done it convictionally, and the Lord 
has just blessed, unbelievably.

ABN: So, I’m hearing your commit-
ment is to continue to lead Cross Church 
to increase (CP) funding?

Floyd: Absolutely. That’s right. 
Up to a point we will. And what-
ever that point is, God will decide, 
or the situation will decide. Because 
there are moments when, I mean, 
you know, I don’t have any control 
over that – if the economy goes bust 
or whatever it is. It is really remark-
able that the church has done what 
it’s done.

ABN: What do you see as the right 
percentage for a large church, mega-
church or multisite church to give to CP?

Floyd: Well, obviously I’ve 
thought about it. I 
don’t think many 
churches today 
think from a per-
centage basis and 
some can say, “Well, 
that’s wrong or 
that’s right.” It re-
ally comes back to a 
local church. A local 
church has got to do 
what it believes the 
Lord wants it to do. 
I think our challenge 
is to be so good at 
telling the story of 
what we do together 
as Southern Baptists 
that churches are 
compelled to give more and that 
needs to be the storyline to me. I 
don’t know what the proper amount 
is, I really don’t. What’s the proper 
amount of people that should be 
reached through everyone’s church-
es and baptized every year? How do 
you gauge that? It is a little hard to 
gauge all those matters, so some of 
that is up to the Lord. But it is also 
up to us making decisions, just like 
Cross Church made a decision, and 
I would hope that, Ronnie Floyd 
and Cross Church, we’re very com-
mitted to that at this time in our 
lives and I don’t see any reason why 
we wouldn’t be long-term. But the 
other side of it is that we live in a day 

and time, whether we want to admit 
it or not, which is extremely chal-
lenging for those who lead SBC enti-
ties and lead our state conventions. 
All of us have got to be challenged 
to do one thing. Let’s give more. It’s 
not about giving – it’s not about a 
giving issue as much as it is about 
“man, we’ve gotta make a difference 
in the world!” And, it’s going to take 
resources to make a difference, so 
let’s give!

ABN: You wrote a blog post last year 
about your roots in a small church. Share  
a little bit about having roots in a small 
church and how you feel that prepared 
you to be pastor of a megachurch today, 
how it prepares you to be president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and then, 
thirdly, how it helps you identify with 
pastors in the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention which are, for the most part, 
coming from small churches, small con-
gregations and small towns.

Floyd: I grew up in a town of 
about 5,000 people. The church I 
grew up in was 30 to 40 people on a 
given Sunday morning. Periodically, 
if we had 50, we thought we had Pen-
tecost. I grew up with a bi-vocational 
pastor most of my life, in fact prob-
ably all of my life that I remember, 
and I didn’t think “bi-vocational” 
then. All I knew is that he taught 
school or he painted houses or he 
did something, but that didn’t reg-
ister in a teenager’s mind. But hon-
estly not until the last five months 
have I really thought through that 
again. You know, I really did grow 
up with a bi-vocational pastor, and I 
think it prepares me to identify with 
pastors because those are my roots. 
It prepared me because many times 
I preached, and I would have never 
gotten those opportunities in a larg-

er church. So I think 
it prepared me – it 
prepared me so that 
if the Lord would 
so will me to be 
the president of the 
SBC, I would never 
forget them. How 
could I forget that? 
That would be like 
forgetting my moth-
er and father. That’s 
what we grew up on. 
I mean, that’s who 
we are. You can cut 
me and that’s what I 
am. So how did you 
get where you are? I 
don’t have a clue! I 

don’t know. All I know is I didn’t 
know anybody. I just tried to have 
a walk with Jesus Christ, be what I 
needed to be, served Him faithfully 
when I was in that small church and 
I pastored several small churches be-
fore I ever came here. And the Lord 
brought me here at a pivotal time 
and God’s blessed. I’m grateful.

ABN: Tell me a bit about your in-
volvement with LifeWay curriculum and 
how you got involved.

Floyd: I was approached by Life-
Way about a year-and-a-half ago at 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
about me praying about becoming 
the general editor of the Bible Sto-
ries for Life curriculum. It is their 

largest curriculum series line, and 
in that meeting they really wanted 
to imply to me they really wanted a 
local church pastor to be the general 
editor. If I’m not mistaken, they told 
me that I was the first pastor, really 
the first general editor outside of 
the building to ever be asked to do 
that. They wanted to roll it out (in 
a) brand-new and different format. 
They wanted somebody who could 
think that way, rally a large constitu-
ency of a task force together and 
from all walks of life and call them 
together to help rethink this and 
help re-engineer it and then help 
roll it out. So, I did that. We had the 
gathering of our group; we met with 
our staff team. Since then, it has 
been me and their staff team. And 
we established … what they would 
call a scope and a sequence and we 
moved forward. And so we’re still 
carving all that out. In fact, Nick 
(Floyd) and I just happened to be 
able to write one of those curricu-
lum series, they wanted us to do one, 
and just right now, I think it is being 
studied. I think it is called “Produc-
tive.” And we know that there’s 
somewhere around 1.5 to 2 million 
people that study that curriculum 
every Sunday. I’ve done some work 
with the North American Mission 
Board. I am the lead pastor strategist 
for that, and I’ve also done work as 
general editor for LifeWay. … They 
want to hear from pastors, they want 
to hear from leaders. They are will-
ing to shape their ideas because they 
have one commitment alone – they 
want to minister to the local church. 
Sometimes those of us who are sit-
ting out here wonder to ourselves, 
… “Do they get it?” Well, I want to 
tell you what I know, what I know 
inside – they want to listen and they 
want to learn and they want to grow. 
And I commend both of those SBC 
entities for that, and I’m sure it is 
that way everywhere.

ABN: What do you feel the roles of 
state conventions and local associations 
are today in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention?

Floyd: I think the state conven-
tions are naturally closer to the 
churches and they can do certain 

things that the national entities re-
ally should not have to worry about 
doing. I think local associations, 
overall, need to work within the state 
convention when possible, and not 
all of them are set up like that – I’m 
not advocating that – I’m just sim-
ply saying that when possible, it can 
help create a dynamic partnership 
that can really go even deeper than 
what a state convention can toward 
those churches. Many of the small 
churches look to the director of mis-
sions to help them and rightfully so. 
I promise you at my church, when 
I was growing up, when the pastor 
left, he (the director of missions) was 
the first person we called. You know 
that still happens today, and that’s 
not bad. That’s good. … So, while 
autonomy is our great blessing, you 
know, we have to also have that ten-
sion of cooperating together. 

ABN: There are those who feel the 
issue of Calvinism will eventually split 
the SBC. How do you feel about this 
issue? Do you feel there is an attempt 
by Calvinists to take over the Southern 
Baptist Convention?

Floyd: I don’t believe this issue 
will cause a split, nor do I believe 
either side in this debate is attempt-
ing to take over the Southern Baptist 
Convention. I commend Dr. Frank 
Page (CEO of the SBC Executive 
Committee) for his wisdom in con-
vening the 2013 task force that stud-
ied this matter and issued a report. 
I was encouraged by the task force’s 
unanimously recommended report, 
especially since it was comprised of 
leaders of both sides of this debate. 
I think the report is balanced, and 
I personally concur with the heart 
of it. What’s most important is that 
we’re all committed to the gospel, 
that Jesus Christ is the only way to 
salvation. For those of us who are 
committed to the Baptist Faith and 
Message 2000 and the fulfillment 
of the Great Commission, we can 
work together for the glory of God. 
I think the task force report made a 
difference in two ways: I don’t hear 
as much chatter about it as I heard a 
year ago, especially in a condescend-

See FLOYD page 7

A photograph of Cross Church Pinnacle Hills in Rogers. Additional Cross Church campuses are located 
in Springdale, Fayetteville and Neosho, Mo.

Floyd in his Springdale office.
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ing way on either side, and I think it 
has given us a frame of reference for 
our future together. I like what Dr. 
Al Mohler (president of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary) re-
cently said about this issue in urging 
that all involved in the conversation 
should have better “table manners.” 
We need to always keep before us 
our shared conviction to advance 
the Great Commission, refusing to 
get distracted from it. 

ABN: Is there anything you would 
like to add or communicate to Arkansas 
Baptists or Southern Baptists as a whole?

Floyd: Well, I would say that I am 
praying daily that God’s will be done 
related to this (being a candidate for 
SBC president). I believe that 1 Peter 
5:6-7 really have ministered to me in 
this, that I am to humble myself in 
the sight of the Lord, and in due 
season, if He so wills, in due season, 
He will lift me up, and until that 
moment if He ever chooses to, I’m 
to cast all my cares upon Him, for 
He cares for me. And, after several 
months of people asking me, appeal-
ing to me from all walks of South-
ern Baptist life, I finally got serious 

and started praying about it. I finally 
got real serious and started fasting 
and praying about it and started 
getting deep level counsel relating 
to it in my church and outside of 
my church, in the life of some SBC 
folks. I think the real question that 
I had to resolve was simply be will-
ing to do what God want’s me to 
do. What I put back on people is 
this one thing: “Who is God rais-
ing up?” … If that’s true, then, God 
will confirm that, if it’s not, then He 
will not confirm that. And, I’m just 
prayerfully going to Him and asking 
Him to do what He wants to do, and 
if He does it, I will lead out of who 
I am. I’ve always been who I am. I 
don’t have to work up a different 
guy; I’ve always been very commit-
ted. Everything I have talked to you 
about today I have been committed 
to – everything. So it is not like I’m 
going to go do this new gig. If it ap-
pears to be new, it’s because people 
don’t know that much about me. I 
have just really started asking God if 
He so wills to do it, that He pours 
in me what that vision is. “What is 
it, you know, Lord? I’ve got to have 
it. … I’ve got to know what to do 
if You are going to entrust this to 
me.” I would just ask for Arkansas 
Baptist people, which is the core of 
your readership, to pray for me, that 

if God so wills that the door opens, 
and that if He so wills and the door 
opens, that He pours His vision 
into me, prepares me and that I will 
be ready for the task. You know it 
has been many, many, many years 
since anyone from the state of Ar-
kansas has been elected president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, 
and it would be an extreme honor, 
I think, if I’m not mistaken, to be 
the first pastor in the history of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
to ever be elected as the president 
of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. And, so, it would be a real joy 
for me to be able to do that in my 
home state today, that I had been 
committed to now for over 27-and-a-
half years, and I am grateful for the 
privilege.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Two additional SBC presidential candidates announced
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – Two 
more candidates – in addition Ar-
kansas Pastor Ronnie Floyd – are 
expected to be nominated for presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) when messengers 
meet in Baltimore June 10-11.

Jared Moore
Jared Moore, pastor of 

New Salem Baptist Church, 
in Hustonville, Ky., an-
nounced May 5 in a blog 
post his willingness to be 
nominated. Moore, the 
current SBC second vice 
president, stated he wants 
to represent rural Southern 
Baptists. Bennie Smith, a 
deacon at New Salem, is expected to 
nominate Moore.

“I was saved in a rural Southern 
Baptist Church, and I’ve primar-
ily served rural Southern Baptists 

ever since,” Moore wrote. “Where 
I live now, the nearest gas station is 
7 miles away. My church is a small 
church made up of about 60 people. 
They’re a loving, caring, godly group 
of people. Some of the godliest peo-
ple I’ve met in my ministry worship 

here. ... I want to represent 
Southern Baptists like the 
ones I serve on a daily basis 
who may not have the op-
portunity to attend the con-
vention.”

New Salem gives 16 per-
cent of its undesignated 
receipts to the Cooperative 
Program (CP) and another 
3 percent to its local asso-
ciation. Moore, 33, is the 

author of two books: “10 Sacred 
Cows in Christianity that Need to 
Be Tipped” and “The Harry Potter 
Bible Study: Enjoying God Through 
the Final Four Harry Potter Movies.”

Dennis Kim 
On May 20, it was announced 

that Dennis Manpoong Kim, pastor 
of Global Mission Church of Great-
er Washington in Silver Spring, 
Md., will be nominated in Baltimore 
by Texas Pastor Dwight McKissic.

“The SBC will not have 
to compromise integrity, 
leadership, sound doctrine, 
CP support, missions/evan-
gelism/discipleship commit-
ment, or any expectation of 
an SBC President by elect-
ing Dr. Kim. His leadership 
among Maryland Baptists 
is significant in how he has 
grown a strong, vibrant min-
istry outside of the South 
and he is equipped and uniquely 
positioned to lead the Southern 
Baptist Convention in growing in 
areas and among cultures where we 
have not traditionally had a strong 

impact,” McKissic, pastor of Corner-
stone Baptist Church in Arlington, 
Texas, wrote in a letter stating his 
intention to nominate Kim.

Kim, who has served as president 
of the Korean Council of Southern 
Baptist Churches in America, has 

pastored Global Mission 
Church for 23 years. Since 
March 2013, the congrega-
tion – which has a predomi-
nantly Korean membership 
and is the largest church 
in the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware 
(BCMD) – has reported 
more than 1,000 salvation 
decisions, the BCMD said.

McKissic said Global 
Mission Church “gave 4.5 percent 
of its church budget to the Coopera-
tive Program last year, while engaged 
in local, state, national, and global 
missions as a church family.”

Moore Kim

Arkansas Baptists nominated for SBC positions at AM
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – Arkan-
sas Baptists are among the nominees 
to serve on various Southern Baptist 
Convention boards. Nominees will 
serve if elected by the messengers to 
the annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, June 10-11 in 
Baltimore. 

Executive Committee: Nominees 
with a term to expire in 2018 replac-
ing members ineligible for re-elec-
tion include Paul Eugene “Gene” 
McPherson, layperson and member 
of Central Baptist Church, Mag-
nolia, replacing David R. Mitchell, 
Cabot. Nominated for second term 

is Andy Wilson, executive pastor at 
Cross Church, Springdale.

GuideStone Financial Resourc-
es: Nominated for second term is 
William H. “Buddy” Sutton, Little 
Rock.

International Mission Board: 
Nominated for second term is Mat-
thew S. “Matt” Pearson, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, El Dorado.

North American Mission Board: 
Nominated for second term is Tad 
D. Thompson, pastor of Harvard 
Avenue Baptist Church, Siloam 
Springs.

LifeWay Christian Resources: 

Nominee with term to expire in 
2018, replacing members ineligible 
for re-election is Don L. Blackmore, 
discipleship pastor, Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, replacing Mark 
Dance, Conway.

Midwestern Seminary: Nomi-
nee with term to expire in 2019, 
replacing members ineligible for re-
election, is Ken F. Shaddox, pastor 
of Park Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, replacing Jim B. Shaw, 
Trumann. The other five SBC semi-
naries – Southern, Southwestern, 
New Orleans, Southeastern and 
Golden Gate – did not have Arkan-

sas nominees.
The Ethics and Religious Liberty 

Commission did not have Arkansas 
nominees.

The Committee on Order of 
Business did not have Arkansas 
nominees.

For more links to information about 
the 2014 SBC Annual Meeting in Bal-
timore, visit www.arkansasbaptist.
org/sbc2014



Hot SpringS

‘The Witness’ goes on tour
HOT SPRINGS – “The Witness,” 
a musical passion play that tells the 
story of Jesus’ life through the eyes 
of the Apostle Peter, will continue 
its statewide tour throughout its 
34th season instead of presenting 
the production in its amphitheater 
in Hot Springs. 

The deci-
sion to con-
tinue the tour 
was prayerfully 
made by the 
troupe’s board 
of directors, 
according to 
“The Witness” 
personnel. The 
board weighed 
the options, 
coming to the 
realization that 
sometimes God 
speaks directly through circumstanc-
es and opportunities.

“We have been the state’s musical 
passion play and presented the gos-
pel through song and drama in an 
amphitheater setting for decades,” 
said Judy McEarl, board president 
and production director. “But as the 
Lord has lifted the production in 
ministry and quality through pow-
erful original songs, fresh orches-
trations, new scenes, special effects 
and stunning video backdrop, our 
indoor production has been very 

well received while on our tour the 
last few months. The audiences have 
loved it! The fruit is good, and we 
are excited about this new path God 
is taking us on!”

The play was originally presented 
as a traveling show until 1985, when 
it took the form of a live outdoor 

performance, 
according to 
the produc-
tion’s website. 

McEarl has 
been with the 
play since it 
began. Regard-
ing how she 
has done the 
same thing for 
three decades, 
McEarl told 
the Arkansas 
Baptist News in 

2013, “There is not one time that 
we’ve done ‘The Witness’ that the 
presence of God has not been there.”

“I know that souls are being af-
fected for eternity because of His 
presence with us,” she added. “And 
where else would I want to be? … I’ve 
had many people say that it’s life-
changing – that it’s changed them 
for the rest of their life after they’ve 
come to ‘The Witness.’”

For more information about 
“The Witness,” visit www.witness-
productions.com.

“The Witness,” a musical passion play, shares the story 
of Christ’s life with audiences.

8
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Cancer center holds ceremony
JONESBORO – A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony will be held at 2 p.m. June 
1 for the NEA Baptist Fowler Family 
Center for Cancer Care.

The cancer care center is part of 
the NEA Baptist Health Care Sys-
tem’s new, fully integrated medical 
campus in Jonesboro. 

The campus includes NEA Bap-
tist Memorial Hospital and NEA 
Baptist Clinic.

The cancer center is named in 
honor of donors Wallace and Jama 
Fowler, whose gift – the largest given 
in the history of the NEA Baptist 
Charitable Foundation – allowed 

for the creation of the Fowler Fam-
ily Patient Assistance Endowment. 

The freestanding 34,000-square-
foot advanced cancer treatment cen-
ter will feature radiation therapy, 
chemotherapy, clinical research and 
supportive services. 

In 2007, Baptist partnered with 
NEA Clinic, the largest physician-
owned, multispecialty medical group 
practice in the region, to meet the 
health care needs of the northeast 
Arkansas community through NEA 
Baptist Health Care System. In 2011, 
construction began on the new NEA 
Baptist medical campus.

WBC names Putman Distinguished Bapt. Minister
Grace Stolz
Williams Baptist College

WALNUT RIDGE – Glen Put-
man, pastor of Walnut Street Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro, has been 
named the recipient of the Williams 
Baptist College 2014 Distinguished 

Baptist Minister Award. The recog-
nition was presented to Putman at 
commencement exercises Saturday, 
May 3.

Putman has spent his adult life 
pastoring churches. In his 41 years 
of ministry, he has led a total of 10 
congregations in five states, with the 

last 13 years being spent at Walnut 
Street Baptist Church.

He earned his bachelor’s degree 
in biblical studies from Blue Moun-
tain College in Mississippi. He went 
on to obtain his Master of 
Divinity degree from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, where his son, 
Rhyne Putman, also a Wil-
liams graduate, is a system-
atic theology professor. Put-
man also has a Doctor of 
Education degree from Mis-
sissippi State University.

He and his wife, Diane, 
have been married for 38 
years.

Putman was presented the Dis-
tinguished Baptist Minister honor 
by Tom Jones, Williams’ president. 

Putman delivered the commence-
ment address to the 111 graduating 
students and a packed house in the 
school’s Southerland-Mabee Center.

Also honored at the day’s exercis-
es were the Golden Eagles, 
Williams alumni from 50 
or more years ago. Sixteen 
honorees were present at 
the ceremony.

During the college’s an-
nual graduates luncheon 
the day prior to commence-
ment exercises, Jones pre-
sented the Williams Baptist 
College Founders Awards to 
graduates Moriah Hendrix 

and Terry Flowers. Hendrix is an 
English major from Cherokee Vil-
lage, and Flowers is an English edu-
cation major from Jonesboro. 

Putman

continued from page 3

SAME-SEX

the protection of rights they are con-
stitutionally entitled to,” writes Page.

In the newsletter, Page analyzes 
the argument made by Piazza that 
the U.S. Constitution’s equal rights 
protection clause is violated when 
same-sex couples are not allowed to 
marry. He writes two questions must 
be answered in order to determine 
if same-sex marriage should be pro-
tected: 1) “Is marriage a fundamen-
tal right?” and 2) “(Are) homosexu-
als members of a group deserving 
special consideration and treatment 
not unlike that provided to racial 
minorities?”

Page argues that marriage is not 
enumerated by the Constitution as 
being a fundamental right, but that 
the U.S. Supreme Court has de-
clared it as such. Even in the case 
that marriage is considered a right, 
Page writes, homosexual individu-
als’ rights have not been compro-
mised as they have the same rights 
as heterosexual couples to marry. 
He argues that previous laws and 
constitutional amendments such 
as Arkansas’ 2004 Arkansas Mar-
riage Amendment (AMA) did not 
limit the rights of any individuals to 
marry – it simply “maintained the 
status quo.”

“Both before and after the imple-
mentation of the AMA, any single 
adult in Arkansas could enter into a 
marriage, provided, however, some 
basic requirements were met,” wrote 
Page. “The criteria were three fold. 
Namely, the prospective marriage 
partner had to be of age, not a close 
relative, and a member of the oppo-
site gender.”

Page argues that homosexuals 
are therefore not asking for “equal” 

rights, but “special” rights.
“A homosexual has the same right 

to marry as anyone else; to enter 
into a marriage with an individual of 
the opposite sex. The same require-
ments were imposed on everyone; 
no special dispensations for any-
one – period,” Page wrote. “Special 
rights, not equal rights, is what is 
being demanded and granted.”

Page also addressed Judge Piazza’s 
comparison of the issue of interra-
cial marriage in Loving v. Virginia 
with that of same-sex marriage. He 
writes the comparison is “conve-
nient but inappropriate.”

“The courts in their infinite ‘wis-
dom’ have declared homosexuals 
members of a special group entitled 
to special treatment – they have 
characterized that group as a ‘sexual 
minority.’ … If two people of the 
same sex with affection for one an-
other are allowed to marry, how can 
you legitimately deny a polygamist 
from marrying four women, or keep 
several men and women from marry-
ing as a group, or bar an adult child 
from marrying a parent? Giving a 
green light to same-sex marriage will 
undoubtedly put us on the prover-
bial ‘slippery slope,’” Page wrote.

“You can line up all the judges 
in America – some of them bullies 
in black robes – and all of them 
can say repeatedly in unison that 
same-sex marriage is constitution-
ally protected, can’t be denied by 
states, and will redound to our cul-
ture’s benefit – but they would still 
be wrong. 

“There is a law higher than judge-
made law. That law is the natural 
law – God-given, unchanging, quint-
essentially good, and far superior to 
anything a judge bent on fundamen-
tally restructuring our culture can 
deliver,” wrote Page.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.
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Ky. disaster relief worker 
dies while serving in Mich.
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – Bob 
Waldron, a longtime volunteer 
with Kentucky Baptist Convention 
(KBC) disaster relief, died May 16 
while on assignment in Michigan 
helping victims of recent flooding.

Waldron, of Mount Wash-
ington, Ky., was leaving a job 
site Friday afternoon when 
he reportedly lost control of 
his vehicle – possibly due to 
a medical condition.

Disaster relief volunteer 
Butch Turley, a passenger in 
the automobile, was critically 
injured.

Both men were taken to 
Butterworth Hospital in Grand Rap-
ids, Mich., where Waldron, 79, was 
pronounced dead. He is survived by 
his wife, Janice.

Turley, a member of Millville Bap-
tist Church in Frankfort, Ky., was in 
stable but serious condition while 
on life support over the weekend.

“Our hearts are heavy,” said Coy 

Webb, KBC disaster relief director. 
“We ask Kentucky Baptists to pray 
for the families affected by this ac-
cident and for our teams as they con-
tinue to serve while in Michigan.”

Webb traveled to Michigan to be 
with families at the hospital 
and offer his prayers and 
support for team members 
as they continue to press on 
with the ministry work of di-
saster relief.

“Our purpose is to show 
the love of Christ through 
this ministry,” Webb said, “to 
help the hurting and lift up 
the hopeless – and ultimately 

lead others to a saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ. That is exactly what 
Bob and Butch were doing.”

Wynn Williams, director of the 
Baptist Convention of Michigan’s 
disaster relief, said moments before 
the accident Turley had prayed with 
a homeowner to receive Christ as 
Savior.

Waldron

20 saved at Fun in the Son event in Perryville
Richard Gambill
Special to the ABN

PERRYVILLE – What can happen 
when Arkansas Baptists work togeth-
er with a Great Commission focus? 
They can make a kingdom impact 
– which is what happened recently 
when churches of the Conway-Perry 
Baptist Association worked in coop-
eration with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention and First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, to host Fun in 
the Son Weekend in Perryville.

The event was held in an effort 
to penetrate lostness in Conway and 
Perry counties.

The weekend kicked off Friday, 
May 2, with school assemblies in 
both Perryville High School and Per-
ryville Elementary School conduct-
ed by Real Encounter Outreach, a 
ministry that uses elements such 
as motorcycle stunt riding, flatland 
BMX and a BMX jump team as a 

platform to share Christ. Real En-
counter riders performed for stu-
dents. Faculty and other volunteers 
were chosen to serve as props for 
stunt riders to jump over. After grab-
bing the stu-
dents’ atten-
tion, Real 
Encounter’s 
d i r e c t o r 
and motor-
cycle stunt 
rider, Brad 
B e n n e t t , 
encouraged 
the students 
to make an 
impact with 
their lives by 
working hard, exercising discipline, 
preparing for life’s obstacles and 
being an encouragement to others. 

The weekend continued on Sat-
urday morning, May 3, as volunteers 
from cooperating churches took to 

the streets of Perryville, sharing the 
good news of Christ in door-to-door 
evangelism. Then, in the afternoon, 
90 volunteers hosted 470 attendees 
to a block party in Perryville City 

Park. At-
tendees en-
joyed con-
temporary 
Chr i s t i an 
music per-
formed by 
P r e s e r v a -
tion Theory 
while eating 
c a r n i v a l -
style food 
and play-
ing games. 

Door prizes were given away 
throughout the day.  

The finale for Saturday’s events 
was another performance by Real 
Encounter Outreach. During the 
performance, Bennett shared how 
his life was forever changed when 
he came to faith in Jesus Christ. As 
he shared the good news about sal-
vation in Jesus Christ, Bennett in-
vited others to join him in following 
Jesus. There were 20 who responded 
to the gospel invitation, making pro-
fessions of faith. 

The weekend closed with a cele-
bration service held in Perryville City 

Park Sunday, May 4. Worship was 
led by praise band Seize the Morning 
and was followed by a skit performed 
by RefleXions. Both Seize the Morn-
ing and RefleXions are ministries of 
First Baptist, Russellville. 

Jay Ham, missions pastor for First 
Baptist, inspired attending churches 
with a message on following the 
Great Commission. In his message, 
Ham emphasized the importance of 
going outside the church walls and 
building relationships with the lost 
where they are in order to share the 
gospel with them and bring them 
into the kingdom community. 

In all, the kingdom impact of this 
weekend of cooperation was multi-
faceted.  Through door-to-door evan-
gelism and the gospel presentation 
at the block party event, 22 profes-
sions of faith where made. In addi-
tion to those professions, hundreds 
of seeds were planted and conversa-
tions were started which may now be 
followed up on. Area churches also 
became aware of the state of lostness 
in these two counties and the need 
for them to be on mission every day 
in their community. And churches 
realized that they can really accom-
plish more working together than 
they can apart.

Richard Gambill pastor of Second 
Baptist Church, Perryville.

Stunt riders perform at Fun in the Son event.
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SEARCY – Music and missions – 
both are close to the heart of Patsy 
Pryor. And one look at her life af-
firms it.

Pryor has led children’s choirs for 
50 years and recently was recognized 
for this distinction during a May 4 
children’s choir concert at First Bap-
tist Church, Searcy. The con-
cert included performances 
from several of the church’s 
children’s choirs, one of 
which was led by Pryor. The 
church recognized her dur-
ing the service and afterward 
held a reception in her honor.

The event marked her last 
performance as she resigns 
from leading choir due to de-
clining health.

Pryor said her 50 years of teaching 
children’s choirs has spanned mul-
tiple churches. She began directing 
children’s choir for a church in El 
Paso, Texas, before moving to Little 
Rock and joining Tyler Street Bap-
tist Church, where she also taught 
children’s choir. Then, in 1969, she 
joined First Baptist Church, Searcy, 
and has been leading children’s 
choir there ever since.

“We all have kidded Mom about 
her directing in church,” said Amy 
Roussel, Pryor’s daughter and a fel-
low First Baptist member. “Her en-

thusiasm would show because her 
hip would swing to the music. … 
If we had not been in the Baptist 
church, they might have accused her 
of dancing.”

Roussel, who assisted Pryor with 
her choirs throughout the years, 
noted how Pryor invented music-re-

lated games to help children 
learn and how she loved to 
give out prizes and candy as 
incentives.

“Most of what I have seen 
after teaching with her for 
many years is her commit-
ment to children and the 
value she placed on educat-
ing children in music and 
missions,” Roussel said. “She 

truly felt the call to reach out to fu-
ture generations because she knew 
the importance of perpetuating the 
knowledge of Christ and the mis-
sion of the church.” 

Pryor’s ministry through the years 
has stretched beyond children’s 
choir. She has taught Girls in Action 
(GAs), Acteens and church training, 
with one of her church training stu-
dents being David Uth, who is now 
senior pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Orlando, Fla. She has served as 
vacation Bible school director and 
missions teacher, been a choir 
member, gone on mission trips 

Pryor

Sports Crusaders dates set
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Sports Crusaders, a recreation ministry based 
in Holts Summit, Mo., founded by Bobby Shows, former recreation pas-
tor at Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock, will hold two chil-
dren’s sports camps in North Little Rock this summer. The first camp 
will be held June 23-27 at Park Hill Baptist, and the second will be held 
July 7-11 at the Police Athletic League in the Rose City neighborhood of 
North Little Rock. For more information, call 573-896-6095.

Bill Burnett honored at Breakfast - A breakfast was held May 19 to honor Bill 
Burnett, who served as the first associational missionary for Calvary Baptist Association from 1963 
to 1980. The event was held at First Baptist Church, Beebe, and was attended by many area pastors 
and other guests. Burnett is pictured with his wife, Nancy.

Gray allison honored - Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary (MABTS) celebrated 
the 90th birthday of B. Gray Allison, founding president of MABTS, on May 1. The celebration 
began with a special chapel service in honor of Allison. A cake reception followed, at which a 
special 90th birthday edition of two of Allison’s books printed in one book was given to all in 
attendance. Allison founded Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary in 1972 in Little Rock, 
and the seminary later moved to Tennessee. He is pictured with his wife, Voncille.

Pryor recognized for 50 years leading choir
and helped lead a worship service 
at a nursing home. In addition, she 
taught at Arkansas Baptist Assembly 
(now Camp Siloam) for many years.

“These are just a few of the areas 
she has served – not just for a cou-
ple years here and there – but (for) 
many, many years,” said her son, 
Matt Pryor, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Wooster, and former sec-
ond vice president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC).

“I love music and missions,” said 
Patsy Pryor. “I worked with missions 
for a long time, and I went to Si-
loam for about 26 years and taught 
up there one week in the summer. … 
I just love to teach.”

She said two things she has en-
joyed in the past have been going to 
Music Week at Glorieta Conference 
Center in New Mexico and taking 
children’s choirs to music festivals.

In addition to pouring into the 
lives of other people’s children, she 
has also taught her own children and 
even some of her grandchildren in 

choir, which she said was “fun.” She 
also taught her daughter in Acteens.

She also served several years on 
the Arkansas Woman’s Missionary 
Union executive board.

Along with serving in these ways, 
Pryor taught elementary school for 
more than 40 years and was induct-
ed into the Searcy Public Schools 
Education Foundation Hall of 
Honor a few years ago.

She retired from her job as a 
schoolteacher in 2004. 

And though she is resigning from 
her role with the choir at First Bap-
tist, she will continue teaching GAs.

“I’ve always recognized how im-
portant my parents’ testimony of 
service was to me and their church,” 
said Matt Pryor, who serves as a 
member of the ABSC Executive 
Board and multiple ABSC Executive 
Board committees. “As a pastor, I ap-
preciate even more my parents’ ex-
ample of service. Any pastor would 
be blessed to have people like them 
in their church.”
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is prayerfully seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send resumes to 
newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

Emmet First Baptist Church is seeking bi-vo-
cational pastor. Please send resume to Emmet 
First Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 186, Emmet, AR 71835.

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is seeking a 
bi-vocational or full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to Trinity Baptist Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 3619 N. 6, Fort Smith, AR 72904 or email 
trinitybc2@juno.com.

Highway Baptist Church in Sherwood is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Parsonage available. 
Please mail resume to 5845 Roundtop Drive, Sher-
wood, AR 72117.

Creede Baptist Church, Creede, Colo., is search-
ing for a full-time pastor. For information, visit 
our website at creedebaptistchurch.org or contact 
JC Banks at 719-588-2222.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Calvary Baptist Church in North Little Rock is 
seeking a pianist for Sundays only. Contact Mi-

chelle at 501-945-4174 for more information.
New Mexico Baptist Children’s Home is seeking 

a Christian couple to work as houseparents for 
a great group of kids. We offer a competitive salary 
with benefits plus room and board. If this is your 
calling, please contact Bill Marker at 575-359-
1254 or email bill.marker@nmbch.com.

Creek Community Church is seeking a part-
time minister of music  for Sunday morn-
ing “blended music style” worship service and 
Wednesday night choir practice. Please mail re-
sumes to 13000 Quail Run Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72210 or email to info@theocchurch.com.

We are currently seeking a minister of chil-
dren. Springfield Baptist Church is 30 miles north 
of Nashville, Tenn. We average 400 in worship 
and have an active children’s ministry. Candidates 
should have a minimum of two years experience 
and a seminary degree is preferred. Please send re-
sumes to bethbohler05@gmail.com. The deadline 
for resumes is June 30.

First Baptist Church of Baton Rouge, La., is 
seeking a full-time director of children and 
family ministry. Please contact info@fbcbr.
com or call 225-343-0397 for more information. 

White Oak Baptist Church in Walnut Ridge is 
looking for a part-time worship leader for 
our Sunday services – resumes may be emailed to 
whiteoakbaptist@att.net.

Fairfield Bay Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time minister of music and outreach. 

Please send resumes P.O. Box 1029, Fairfield Bay, 
AR 72088 or email to worship@ffbbaptist.com.

First Baptist Church, Smackover, is looking for 
a part-time worship leader for our Sunday 
service only - please contact the church, 870-725-
3941, or Steve Sharp, 870-725-6027, or mail your 
resume to 201 W. Seventh Street, Smackover, AR 
71762.

First Baptist Church, Maumelle, is looking for a 
church pianist. Our services are blended with a 
35-voice choir that sings every Sunday. Our next 
pianist needs to be a dynamic Christian, good at 
reading music and creative with the instrument. 
Needed for two services on Sunday, as well as 
Wednesday nights for choir rehearsal. Contact 
Bruce Rodtnick at Rodtnick@comcast.net for more 
information.

West Baptist Church, Batesville, is seeking a 
full-time family ministries pastor. Send 
resume to West Baptist Church, Attn: Cory Majors, 
1100 N. Central Ave., Batesville, AR 72501 or email 
to pastorclmaj.west@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a 
full-time youth minister. Send resume to First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 71646 or 
email us at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

South Side Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time worship leader. Please send resume to 
South Side Baptist Church, Attn: Personnel Com-
mittee, 2400 Dodson Ave., Fort Smith, AR 72901. 
For job description: 479-782-5041 or see “Part- 

Time Worship Leader” on our website at www.
ssbconline.org.

Central Baptist Church, Magnolia, is seeking 
a full-time family minister to children. 
Please email resumes to jasonmears@cbcmagno-
lia.org.

Alexander First Baptist, a small church, is look-
ing for a volunteer pianist. We do traditional 
hymns and contemporary choruses. May can do 
small monetary enumeration. 501-944-6516.

Black River Baptist Association now receiving 
resume for position of associational mission-
ary. Send resumes to AM Search Black River Bap-
tist Association, P.O. Box 310, Hoxie, AR 72433 or 
email to brba.ar@gmail.com. Resume received till 
June 16, 2014.

Connection Church in Spearfish, S.D., is a new 
church plant in search of a youth pastor. Being 
a new church plant, this is an area that is new and 
ready for leadership. For more information, please 
go to our website www.spearfishconnection.com 
and look under the ministry tab.

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seeking 
a nursery worker for Sunday and Wednesday 
services. Those interested call 870-364-8459 or 
email smbcsecretary@windstream.net.

To advertise in the ABN classifieds, 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, or 

email steve@arkansasbaptist.org

Music camps set for June, July
ARKADELPHIA – The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) evangelism and church 
health team will offer two music camps this sum-
mer at Ouachita Baptist University. The first 
camp, JoyWorks, will be held June 24-27, and the 
second camp, PraiseWorks, will be held July 14-18. 

JoyWorks is a worship arts camp for children 
completing fourth through sixth grades. The 
camp will allow children to see the unique ways 
God has gifted them and will allow them to ex-
plore those gifts.

This year’s theme is “Get Reel.” The camp will 
provide children with four tracks titled “Lights!” 
“Camera!” “Action!” and “Soundtrack!” Partici-
pants will also get the opportunity to share their 
God-given talents in music, drama and visual arts.

PraiseWorks is a student worship arts camp for 
students who have completed seventh through 
12th grades. Students who have completed sixth 
grade may participate only if their church allows 
sixth-graders in their youth ministry. The camp 
will offer 28 different tracks and allow students to 

choose two tracks in which to participate.
The goal of the camp is to equip students with 

hands-on experiences and give them a place to 
discover and develop their passion and their God-
given abilities. 

“Every church used to offer opportunities for 
students to learn about music and worship. Be-
cause church programming is so full, this has been 
dropped by many churches. Students are miss-
ing out on worship leadership opportunities in 
churches. Our goal is to provide opportunities for 
students to learn how to lead worship creatively in 
a local church,” said Larry Grayson, ABSC evan-
gelism and church health team member. 

For more information and to register for Joy-
Works, visit www.joyworksarkansas.com. Registra-
tion deadline is June 16. 

For more information and to register for Praise-
Works, visit www.praiseworksarkansas.com. Reg-
istration deadline is July 7. Both camps are pro-
vided by Cooperative Program gifts of Arkansas 
Baptists.

Workshop teaches Bible storying technique
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) missions team is offering a 
Bible Storying Workshop to be held Aug. 13-16 
at the Baptist building in Little Rock.

The event will benefit anyone going on a mis-
sion trip or leading a Bible study. 

“People in every culture love to tell stories. The 
goal of this workshop is to help people tell the sto-
ries of Jesus accurately, clearly and naturally wher-
ever they are and wherever they go,” said Debbie 
Moore, ABSC missions team member. 

Participants will learn how to accurately craft 

and orally share Bible stories that can be used for 
specific evangelism and discipleship issues.

The workshop will be led by Annette Hall, a 
former International Mission Board (IMB) mis-
sionary to Northern Africa and the Middle East. 
Hall currently serves as a full-time trainer with the 
IMB’s orality training team.

Limited space is available. To register, call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5137, or email dmoore@absc.org. 

This workshop is made possible by Arkansas 
Baptists’ gifts to the Cooperative Program and to 
the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering. 

THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST State Convention 
evangelism and church health team is accept-
ing applications for the annual Master’Singers 
Memorial Scholarship, which will be awarded 
to a student preparing for some type of voca-
tional ministry through music. 

The $2,000 scholarship is established to 
memorialize deceased members of the Arkan-
sas Master’Singers. Funds are received in the 
form of memorial gifts and freewill offerings 
at Master’Singers concerts.

Scholarship recipients are chosen based on 
a number of criteria. The person must be pur-
suing a full-time call to vocational music/wor-
ship ministry, maintain a minimum 2.5 GPA 
and be involved in local church ministry. 

Additional information and application 
forms for this year’s scholarship are avail-
able at www.absc.org/music or by contacting  
Donna Couch at  800-838-2272, ext. 5121.

The deadline for all applications and sup-
porting documents is June 9. 

Master’Singers 
scholarships 

now available

View more Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
events at www.absc.org/abscevents
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Church life
Youth from Shady Grove Bap-

tist Church, Shirley, honored four 
youth Sunday school teachers and 
presented them with a tote bag filled 
with items such as a prayer journal, 
a coffee cup and more. The gift re-
flected the theme “Loving God’s 
Abundant Life.” Those recognized 
were Deborah Meyers, Belinda 
Murray, Ruby Thomas, and Shirley 
Hensley.

On the move
Jeremy Raines has resigned from 

the staff of Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, where 
he served as associate minister of 
music, to join the staff of Central 
Baptist Church, Magnolia, as minis-
ter of music.

Milestones
Four students with Arkansas 

Baptist ties graduated May 9 from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Graduates were Jason 
Campbell, formerly of Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, Master of Divinity; Daniel 
Dancy, of Central Baptist Church, 
Magnolia, Master of Divinity in col-
legiate ministry; Matthew Millsap, 
of First Baptist Church, Danville, 
doctorate, and Greg Sutton, of First 
Baptist Church, Forrest City, Master 
of Theological Studies.

Four students with Arkansas ties 
graduated May 16 with degrees from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Receiving a Master of Di-
vinity with advanced biblical studies 
degree was Nathan Ardell Brown, 
of Jonesboro. Receiving Master of 
Divinity with Christian ministry de-
grees were John A. Graves, of Hot 
Springs; Charles Donald Owens 
Jr., of Waldron, and Jamie Michael 

Naramore, of Bauxite. Dustin Keith 
Wills, of Benton, received a Master 
of Arts in intercultural studies from 
The College at Southeastern.

OBU, WBC recognize grads
HunDReDS of students recently 
received degrees from Ouachita 
Baptist university and Williams 
Baptist College.

Ouachita officials recognized 
357 graduates – its largest gradu-
ating class since the early 1980s – 
during a May 10 ceremony. 

“There’s much equity in the 
name of Ouachita,” said Rex M. 
Horne Jr., university president, as 
he addressed the class. “For 128 
years now, young adults like these 

have come to this very place and 
have been challenged to love God 
and to love learning.”

Williams awarded degrees to 
111 graduates during its baccalau-
reate and commencement exercises 
May 3.

Glen Putman, pastor of Walnut 
Street Baptist Church in Jones-
boro, was honored as the 2014 
Distinguished Baptist Minister (see 
related story, Page 9), and delivered 
the address to graduates.

Mission/Ministry fair - Lynn Loyd (left), missions consultant for the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention collegiate and young leaders team, talks with Kathy Booth, a member of New 
Song Baptist Church, Williford, at the mission/ministry fair sponsored by the Black River Baptist 
Association mission team May 3. The event was held at First Baptist Church, Newport.

CWJC of Charleston - A ribbon-cutting ceremony, sponsored by the Charleston Chamber 
of Commerce, was held May 14 for Christian Women’s Job Corps of Charleston, a satellite site of 
Fort Smith Christian Women’s Job Corps. The organization is operating out of donated space at the 
Charleston First Free Will Baptist Church. 

Mission proJeCt - The Women on 
Mission and Heart Life Women’s Bible 
Study groups of First Baptist Church, 
Siloam Springs, joined together this 
spring for a mission project to provide 
new and gently used purses and sup-
plies for the Christian Women’s Job 
Corp (CWJC) of Northwest Arkansas in 
Rogers. These purses will be given to 
the CWJC graduates as they complete 
the job skills 10-week course.

run for the Wall - Ridgewood Baptist Church, Forrest City, reached out to hundreds of vet-
erans riding their motorcycles from Los Angeles to Washington, D.C., on the annual Run for the Wall 
memorial ride. The church served as stop No. 5 on the group’s 10-day journey. The church hosted 
dinner, put on a special program and shared the gospel with the group.

Camp Siloam renovates
SILOAM SPRInGS – Recent im-
provements at Camp Siloam, includ-
ing air conditioning in bunkhouses 
and the dining hall and new beds 
and mattresses, will make for a more 
comfortable experience for campers 
and counselors this summer, said 
Jason Wilkie, the camp’s executive 
director.  

“Keeping campers fresh for wor-
ship services at Camp Siloam has 
been the driving concept behind the 

improvements to sleeping quarters 
at camp,” said Wilkie, adding, “It’s 
pretty hard to hear the gospel when 
you can’t stay awake in the worship 
service. This philosophy has driven 
our renovations to the accommoda-
tions at camp.” 

Camp Siloam has been able to 
make the improvements in the 
bunkhouses through donations from 
union Valley Baptist Church, Beebe, 
over the last five years, said Wilkie.
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Gayla Parker
member

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

“Idolatry,” by definition, is when 
worship or divine honor is paid to 
any created object. In Romans 1:28, 
Paul says because of idolatry, men 
forsook God and sank into igno-
rance and moral corruption. This is 
the place in which Israel found itself 
in the days of Ezekiel. 
Idolatry kept making its 
way back into this once 
holy nation. While 
Moses was with the 
Lord writing the Ten 
Commandments, the 
Israelites were building 
a golden calf (Ex. 32). 
Now in Ezekiel, they 
are again worshipping 
idols, rather than the 
one true God. 

They were looking 
for a god they could see, 
touch and feel – perhaps a habit they 
learned while in Egypt. The men 
who came to Ezekiel in Ezekiel 14 
were not the uneducated. They were 
the elders, the leaders – the ones 
who should have known the one true 
God was not a man-made object.

Idolatry is dangerous: (1) It can 
keep one from recognizing the true 
way to salvation; (2) it is an offense 

to the glory of God; (3) God takes 
idolatry seriously, and (4) it leads to 
self-indulgence, sin and utter chaos.

How could this special group of 
people forget about the true God 
who had kept them safe in Egypt, 
freed them from slavery, led them 

through parted waters 
and met their every 
need in the desert? They 
set up idols in their 
hearts. (Ezek. 14:4) They 
allowed the culture they 
lived in to influence 
their thinking, rather 
than allowing the living 
God to use their lives to 
transform their culture.

Christians today face 
the same danger as the 
Israelites in the day of 
Ezekiel. The idols look 

different, but they are idols nonethe-
less. There is the idol of self, “I want 
it my way or no way”; success, “I’m 
only giving up church until (fill in 
the blank)”; immorality, “Those laws 
were for that culture but not today’s 
culture.” 

God’s warning then and now is 
the same, “Repent! Turn from your 
idols” (Ezek. 14:6).

Two of my nieces were hit by a 
truck while crossing the road in a 
Gator vehicle. The 11-year-old re-
ceived a traumatic brain injury re-
quiring her to spend several months 
in the hospital. While my brother 
and sister-in-law stayed with her, 
friends made sure the 
other three girls got to 
school, ballgames and 
church events. People 
from all over descend-
ed on my brother’s veg-
etable farm to gather 
the harvest and took 
the produce to mar-
ket. People from across 
the country prayed for 
them and sent encour-
aging texts, emails and 
cards. Needs were met 
that my brother and 
sister-in-law didn’t know existed. 
Because of this outpouring of godly 
love, several came to Christ!

1 John 4:10-11 (NKJV) says, “In 
this is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another.” 

God has loved us by giving His 

Son for us. We should be compelled 
to love each other.

1 John 4:8 says, “God is love.” 
Some speculate that since God is 

love, then love is God. They think 
being loving makes them godly. 
From a grammatical standpoint, the 

subject and predicate 
nominative are not in-
terchangeable. In other 
words, “God is love” 
does not equal “love 
is God.” Love is not a 
definition of God. But 
God is the definition of 
love. His love is selfless, 
sacrificial and volition-
al. Without God, love 
could not exist (John 
3:16; 1 John 4:8-10). 

Once we receive Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Sav-

ior, we can love with the love of God. 
God’s love is given to us that it might 
be poured out through us to others. 
Our love for others makes God’s love 
real and visible to them. When we 
love like this, we are giving evidence 
that we are in Him and He is in us (1 
John 4:12). Loving others with the 
love of God may lead others to accept 
the love of God and be saved.

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist
Conway

“The devil made me do it” be-
came a popular phrase in the 80s. 
Long before this popular expression 
came into play, people were placing 
the blame for their mishaps on oth-
ers: “But it’s not my fault, my broth-
er made me do it.” “But it’s not my 
fault, my co-worker was 
not getting their share 
of the work done.” “But 
it’s not my fault, every-
one else was doing it.” 

Even further back 
in history, Eve placed 
blame for her choice to 
eat the fruit from the 
Tree of Knowledge on 
the serpent: “It’s not 
my fault, the serpent 
told me.” 

God puts an end to 
that discussion in Eze-
kiel 18. Like the modern-day phrase, 
“The devil made me do it,” the Is-
raelites used a Proverb to place the 
blame for their punishment on the 
generations that came before them. 

“It’s not our fault; our forefathers 
caused this because they …” 

God responds by saying, “The 
one who sins is the one who will 
die” (Ezek. 18:4, NIV).

Confessing sin is hard; it requires 
looking at the part of our lives, our 

hearts, our minds that is not pretty. 
When our youngest son, Jesse, had 
the chicken pox, he did not want 
to shower. When asked why, his 
response was, “Because I will have 
to look at the pox, and they are 
ugly!” But it was the cool showers 

during the hot humid 
days in the Philippines 
that brought relief to his 
body. Confessing sins 
is much like looking at 
ugly pox, but if we do 
not confess them and 
allow Jesus to forgive 
them, we can never ex-
perience pain-free heal-
ing. Placing blame on 
others only piles on the 
pain; it does not heal 
the soul.

The parents who 
raised us, good or bad, are not the 
reason for our choices. As we grow 
into adulthood, we become respon-
sible for our choices. One is not an 
alcoholic because his or her parents 
were – it is because of a choice to 
take the first drink. Likewise, one 
is not a believer because his or her 
parents were – it is because of faith 
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
Admit, repent and rejoice, for we 
serve a loving God who forgives!

The people of Ezekiel’s day suf-
fered from the consequence of their 
ancestors’ rebellion against God. 
The people found it easier to blame 
their present circumstances on their 
ancestors than to take personal re-
sponsibility for their 
own sin. Rather than 
examining their own 
behavior, they excused 
their sin by blaming 
their parents. They 
were basically saying 
God was unjust. It was 
true that their ances-
tors caused them to suf-
fer, but their ancestors 
could not be blamed for 
their living in sin.

The principle of in-
dividual responsibility 
is seen in Ezekiel 18:21 
(NKJV): “But if a wicked man turns 
from all his sins which he has com-
mitted, keeps all My statutes, and 
does what is lawful and right, he 
shall surely live; he shall not die.” 

God is just and will deal justly 
with anyone who turns to Him from 
his sin in repentance and faith, re-
gardless of the sin of their ancestors.

God takes no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked and would rath-
er people turn from their wicked 

ways and live (Ezek. 18:23). Even 
the righteous person who sins must 
face the consequences of his sin 
(Ezek. 18:24). God is calling wicked 
and righteous to repentance (Ezek. 
18:30-32). The individual is empha-

sized in the words “every 
one” (Ezek. 18:30). Each 
person must take per-
sonal responsibility for 
his sin, repent and turn 
to God so he can have 
life.

It is easy to blame 
others or excuse our 
sin. We could blame 
our parents for not rais-
ing us right. We could 
blame our teachers for 
not teaching the right 
things. We could accuse 
the government of not 

providing enough opportunities. 
We could blame genetics. We could 
say we are a product of our environ-
ment. We could even blame God. 

It is possible that some of these 
sources have had an adverse effect in 
our lives. However, just like in Eze-
kiel’s day, we are personally respon-
sible for our sin and the stewardship 
of our lives. We must repent of our 
sin, turn to Christ and we will have 
life (John 10:10).

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist
Conway

God is loving
1 JOHN 4:7-12

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

When idols tug at your heart
EZEKIEL 8:3B-4,10-12; 14:1-6

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

When you want to blame others
EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 21-23, 25-27, 30-32

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

God is just
EZEKIEL 18:21-24, 30-32

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
JUNE 15, 2014

Gayla Parker
member

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

JUNE 8, 2014
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Yahoo denies pro-life post from Ark. pastor
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

STEVE ELLISON, intentional in-
terim pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Horatio, and manager of Ouachita 
Baptist Assembly in Mena, has writ-
ten articles online and in newspa-
pers across the country for years. 
However, recently, one of his arti-
cles was denied publication 
due to what he described as 
a bias toward Christianity 
within mainstream Ameri-
can society.

Ellison currently publish-
es his material on the Yahoo 
Contributor Network. Ac-
cording to their website, 
the network “allows writers, 
photographers, and videog-
raphers to share their knowl-
edge and passion with hundreds of 
millions of people worldwide.”

After publishing more than 300 
articles as a contributor since 2008 
without an issue, Ellison received 
an email Jan. 20 from the Yahoo 
Contributor Network notifying him 
that his article, “Created in God’s 
Image,” was declined for publica-
tion.

Ellison said his writings are most-
ly devotional in nature and come 
from what he sees God showing him 
and challenging him within his day-

to-day life.
The network wrote in an email 

to Ellison, “Thank you for your sub-
mission. Unfortunately, we cannot 
publish this content, because it con-
tains language, references or ideas 
deemed inappropriate by Yahoo 
Contributor Network.”

Ellison said he was initially un-
sure what “language” or “ideas” the 

network construed as inap-
propriate and contacted the 
organization multiple times 
attempting to receive an ex-
planation. No explanation 
was provided.

When the Arkansas Bap-
tist News (ABN) contacted 
Yahoo, a customer care rep-
resentative from the com-
pany stated it is against the 
company’s policy to discuss 

user information with third parties. 
No explanation for the denied 

publication of Ellison’s piece was 
provided as of press time.

In “Created in God’s Image,” 
Ellison quotes multiple Scripture 
verses, which address “God’s marvel-
ous gift of life to His creation.” He 
makes the argument that modern 
American society and culture rebel 
against the sanctity of life, not only 
in regards to the issue of abortion, 
but through the practicing of activi-
ties, actions and worldviews that run 

contrary to God’s perfect vision for 
humanity.

In an online piece, “Let’s play 
‘What’s Inappropriate?’” WORLD 
Magazine’s editor-in-chief, Marvin 
Olasky, attempted to identify what 
material Yahoo deemed grounds for 
refusing publication of “Created in 
God’s Image.”

Olasky argues Ellison’s piece 
probably was not refused because of 
its reference to Scripture’s account 
of humans being created in God’s 
image and sacred in His eyes. He 
posits the refusal most likely came 
due to Ellison’s harsh, but accurate, 
language in regard to certain hot-
button issues.

“No, I suspect this is the culprit: 
‘Abortion mills slaughter babies by 
the millions. Our society creeps to-
ward killing the unwanted in our 
society after birth. Granny-dumping 
and pro-euthanasia support 
indicates that we are moving 
toward eliminating older 
people who have become a 
problem to us,’” said Olasky. 

“The first of those sen-
tences is a fact. Yes, ‘slaugh-
ter’ is a harsh word but an 
accurate one. The next two 
sentences are strongly stated 
but reasonable summaries of 
trends, but Yahoo apparent-
ly deems that paragraph inappropri-
ate,” said Olasky. “I suspect Yahoo 
would allow this: ‘Women’s health 
centers help women deal with un-
wanted pregnancies.’ Ellison could 
drop his sentence about ‘eliminating 
older people’ and say, ‘We are mov-
ing toward compassionate support 
of the right to die.’ But tell the truth 
straightforwardly? That’s inappropri-
ate.”

Ellison told the ABN his personal 
opinion is that media and informa-
tion companies such as Yahoo and 
Google hold specific biases against 
Christianity and actively attempt to 
make Christian information and 
opinions more difficult to access 
via limiting search engine results or 
through censorship.

“What I believe is, not only 
Yahoo, but Google as well … have 
a decided bias against any-
thing that is Christian. They 
promote other religious 
things that are not Christian 
quite a bit,” said Ellison. 
“It seems to me that they 
just don’t want a Christian 
opinion there. They pro-
mote themselves as an open 
forum where ideas are dis-
cussed and where you get in-
formation. Well, it depends 
on what the information is I think.”

“It is not a problem that my ar-
ticle was not published. It is a prob-
lem that we have come to the place 
where a biblical viewpoint is just not 
allowed,” said Ellison. “It’s not just 
my little article; it’s all over. If you 
have a biblical viewpoint, it’s going 
to be very difficult to make you voice 
heard at all.”

Larry Page, executive director 

of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council, agrees with Ellison that 
American culture is shifting from a 
bias toward Christian ethics to a bias 
against the faith.  

“The existence of a pervasive and 
ever-growing bias against Christian-
ity in our culture can no longer be 
denied,” said Page.

“The main reason for the recoil 
to Christianity and the animus 
many hold for Christians who dare 
to want to practice their faith genu-
inely is that the Bible claims to be 
exclusive. 

“Jesus said, ‘I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me,’” said 
Page, quoting John 14:6. “For many 
so-called progressives, that is unac-
ceptable; it countermands one of the 
basic tenets of modern thought that 
states that there are many paths that 

lead to heaven or enlight-
enment or whatever they 
choose to call the hereafter, 
if in fact they even believe 
there is something beyond 
this earthly existence.”

Page added, “It should 
be no great surprise to any-
one that if Christianity is 
to be debunked, marginal-
ized and eventually decon-
structed, its adherents must 

be attacked and their beliefs must be 
rendered illegitimate.” 

Richard Piles, chairman of the 
Ethics and Religious Liberties Com-
mission, the ethics agency of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Cam-
den, agrees with Page and Ellison 
that American society is not only 
moving away from a Judeo-Christian 
worldview, but away from a focus on 
civil debate.

“Our society has lost the idea of 
disagreeing civilly, and that is unfor-
tunate,” said Piles. “From my per-
spective, there are many individu-
als and organizations who want to 
trumpet tolerance until someone 
disagrees with their respective po-
sition or belief. … The dissenter is 
then labeled a bigot or guilty of hate 
for not agreeing with a certain con-

viction. 
“Even though I believe 

the labeling is unjustified, 
I am not surprised, as the 
Scriptures clearly speak of 
individuals in the last days 
wanting to have their eyes 
tickled with that which 
makes them feel good,” said 
Piles. 

“I believe the Bible is 
clear in that bias against 

Christians and Christianity will only 
worsen until the return of Christ. 
As for what Christians should do 
when the above happens, I believe 
they should hold fast to their con-
victions but know that will draw the 
ire of many. If violated legally, they 
of course should pursue appropriate 
recourse,” he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Ellison

Piles

Page
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Fun in the Son
Conway-Perry Baptist Association and 
First Baptist Church, Russellville, partnered 
with the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
to  reach out to Conway and Perry coun-
ties through Fun in the Son Weekend May 
2-4. Members of Real Encounter Outreach, 
a ministry that uses BMX and motorcycle 
stunts to tell people about Jesus, performed 
during the event. See story Page 10.
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