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Ronnie Floyd wins SBC presidency in Baltimore
BALTIMORE – In a year when the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
focused on “Restoration and Reviv-
al Through Prayer,” Arkansas pas-
tor Ronnie Floyd, who has sought 
to encourage Southern Baptists to 
deepen their spiritual walk through 
books, Sunday school studies and 
pastor prayer meetings, has been 
elected as the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s president.

Floyd, 58, pastor of Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas for 27 years, 
topped fellow nominees Maryland 
Pastor Dennis Manpoong Kim and 
Kentucky Pastor Jared Moore to win 
the SBC post June 10 in Baltimore.

The new SBC president succeeds 
New Orleans Pastor Fred Luter of 
Franklin Avenue Baptist Church, 
who became the first African-Amer-
ican to lead the SBC when he was 
elected in 2012.

With 5,001 registered messengers 
at the time of the vote and 3,553 

BALTIMORE – Messengers 
to the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) elected Arkansas Pastor 
Ronnie Floyd as president and 
heard repeated calls for prayer 
and revival – highlighted by 
outgoing President Fred Luter’s 
presidential sermon and accen-
tuated by Floyd’s passionate 
prayer and “Call to Columbus 
(Ohio)” for the 2015 meeting.

Messengers gave the first of 
two required approvals to an 
amendment of the SBC Consti-
tution, requested information 
about a Muslim student who 
was admitted to Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
and heard SBC Executive Com-
mittee President Frank S. Page 
call for a “Great Commission 
Advance” in SBC missions.

The June 10-11 convention’s 
5,294 messengers marked an 
increase from 5,103 in Houston 
last year. Virginia had more mes-
sengers than any other state at 
the Baltimore convention with 
497. The slight increase in atten-
dance is good news for the SBC, 

Arkansas Pastor Ronnie Floyd is congratulated by Texas pastor and Pine Bluff native Dwight McKissic 
following Floyd’s election as president of the Southern Baptist Convention in Baltimore June 10. 
McKissic nominated one of Floyd’s opponents for the presidency, Korean Pastor Dennis Manpoong 
Kim. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

See FLOYD page 7

See SBC page 12
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Rugged Cross experiences God’s faithfulness
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

MAGNOLIA – What began as a vi-
sion of 15-20 people has grown into 
a thriving cowboy church – known 
as Rugged Cross Cowboy Church 
– with an average of 185 in worship 
service.

The journey between these two 
points has been filled with steps of 
faith and signs of God’s faithful-
ness – and Mike Launius, pastor of 
Rugged Cross Cowboy Church, has 
witnessed it all firsthand.

Launius remembers the first 
interest meetings held to discuss 
starting a Bible study. He agreed 
to help with the Bible study, which 
launched in fall 2010, and soon af-
terward, the group decided to be-
come a church.

Launius was trained as a church 
planter through the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC); 
and Rugged 
Cross Cow-
boy Church 
was constitut-
ed in 2011, 
holding its 
first service 
as a consti-
tuted church 
on Easter 
Sunday.

T h e 
c h u r c h 
reaches out 
to nontraditional people who love 
the Western heritage and don’t 
feel comfortable in a traditional 
church, explained Launius.

He said he thinks the reason 

cowboy churches reach people 
that other churches don’t has to 
due with the propensity of cowboy 

churches to 
truly accept 
people just 
as they are.

“And it’s 
n o t h i n g 
against the 
tradit ional 
church by no 
means,” Lau-
nius said, 
“but we’ve 
got people 
(who) come 

in from turkey hunting with their 
camouflage on. We’ve got people 
(who) come in from rodeos at 4 or 
5 o’clock in the morning and they 
come on to church and got their 

spurs and boots on and they have 
mud on their boots. … We truly ac-
cept people as they are. … We’ve got 
people in our church who haven’t 
been to church in 15-20 years and 
sure wouldn’t have ever thought 
about singing in church or being 
a leader in the church, and now 
they’re leaders of the church and 
they’re singing and taking a leader-
ship role. And that wasn’t going on 
three years ago in their life.”

Launius knows about the cow-
boy lifestyle from personal expe-
rience. He was a rodeo clown for 
about five years and also started a 
saddle business. Though he surren-
dered to preach in 1994, he quit 
going to church for a time and be-
came focused on money – until he 

Pastor Mike Launius stands in front of Rugged Cross 
Cowboy Church. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

‘All the blessings are truly from Him’

See CROSS page 8

5,294 messengers 
attend SBC meeting

See pages 2-3, 6-7, 9-14



2    Ju n e  2 6 ,  2 0 14TOP STORIES

Tucker at MABTS lunch: ‘Reach the unreached’
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

BALTIMORE – If revival is to 
come to Arkansas and our nation, 
churches must reach out to the un-
reached with the power of the gos-
pel and have a God-sized vision, J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, executive director 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention, told alumni and guests at 
the Mid-America Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary luncheon June 10 dur-
ing the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Annual Meeting in Baltimore.

“If Great Commission revival 
happens, it is going to be based on 
some of the things I hear from Paul’s 
heart in Romans,” Tucker told the 
group.

Tucker read Romans 1:14-16 
(ASV), which says, “I am debtor 
both to Greeks and to Barbarians, 

both to the wise and to the foolish. 
So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the gospel to you also that 
are in Rome. For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 

believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek.”

Tucker emphasized the text, “I 
am a debtor.” 

“And I’ll say, and I’ll just speak 
for Arkansas, if you are white Anglo, 
we’ve got you covered. I’d say that 
you’re a pretty good sinner. We’ve 
got you covered. We don’t do well 
with real bad sinners,” he said. “But 
here’s my statement for folks in Ar-
kansas: We’re just about out of real 
good sinners. We’re down to the real 
bad sinners. We’ve got to learn to 
reach pagans. And we’ve got to do 
more than just be very effective with 
Anglos.”

Tucker added, “Here’s the thing 
that has been rolling through my 
head for several months. I am a 
debtor. I am a debtor. If you are a 
debtor, you have a weight, you have 
a load, you’ve got a burden. You 

have a sense of hold-
ing; you’re under fi-
nancial obligation to 
another. If you are a 
spiritual debtor, you 
have a spiritual obli-
gation (to reach the 
lost).”

In Arkansas, like 
other places, church-
es don’t “get to pick” 
who lives around 
them, he said.

“You did not get 
to pick the folks that 
live in your commu-

nity. But I am a debtor to the folks 
in Arkansas. I am a debtor to the 
folks that look like me. I am a debtor 
to the folks that don’t look like me,” 
said Tucker. 

“You are a debtor to other folks 

in your community,” he said, add-
ing, “(For) a lot of folks in our state, 
their stress, their pressure is, ‘Can I 
keep my deacons happy so I don’t 
lose my job?’”

“You are not a debtor to your dea-
cons. You are a servant and a leader 
to those folks. You are a debtor to 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you are a debtor to those folks 
in your community,” he said.

“If we are going to have revival in 
Arkansas, we’ve got to understand 
that we are debtors.”

Tucker said it is critical to reach 
people in our communities not like 
the people in our churches.

“Where is our sense of kingdom? 
Where’s a sense that folks that 
don’t get saved go to hell forever?” 
he asked.

Tucker challenged those present 
to never forget the power of the gos-
pel and to have a God-sized vision.

“There is power in the gospel 
to save,” said Tucker, adding, “You 
learned at this school the power of 
the gospel. You learned at this school 
the importance of Bible-based 
preaching, gospel-based preaching.”

“For some of us, we’re going to 
have to expand our vision, that our 
vision is bigger than our building,” 
he said.

“For a lot of guys in Arkansas, 
their vision is as big as their build-
ing. We’re losing this country. Just 
because you reached five more than 
last year doesn’t mean God is satis-
fied. Do not let your building set the 
size of your vision. Ask God how big 
He wants it to be.”

Tucker concluded, “It is time to 
step up to the plate and ask our great 
God to show us how revival can hap-
pen.”

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ 
arkansasbaptist.org.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker (above), executive director of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, chal-
lenges alumni and guests at the Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary luncheon. Archie Mason 
(below left), ABSC president, shares a testimony. Both men are Mid-America alumni.

Missouri convention acquires 970 Windermere acres
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The Mis-
souri Baptist Convention (MBC) 
has purchased from a third party 
approximately 970 acres of land 
formerly part of the MBC’s Wind-
ermere Baptist Conference Center 
(WBCC).

The convention’s executive 
board’s redemption of 75 percent 
of the conference center’s original 
1,300 acres follows a recommenda-
tion by a board-appointed study 
group.

The land features about 8,000 
feet of shoreline on the Lake of the 
Ozarks, surrounding approximately 
350 acres upon which Winder-
mere’s conference facilities sit.

In 2001, Windermere’s self-per-
petuating board voted to break away 
from the state convention. Since 
then, the convention has sought the 
return of the full 1,300 acres at Win-
dermere, which Missouri Baptists ac-
quired in 1957.

In 2013, a Camden County judge 
denied the convention’s bid for a 
jury trial, and last month the Mis-
souri Supreme Court refused to re-
consider that ruling.

The MBC executive board bought 

back the 970 acres from a mortgage 
holder at a deeply discounted price 
of $1.6 million. The Baptist Founda-
tion of Oklahoma is financing the 
purchase price, with reserve funds 
used for earnest money.

The purchase price is significantly 
less than the $4.45 million mortgage 
held by the lien holder, 
Desert Capital REIT, 
which acquired the acre-
age at a foreclosure sale 
following the bankruptcy 
of a company held by the 
now-deceased developer 
William Jester of Spring-
field, Mo.

Jester, working with 
WBCC management, had 
borrowed money using the land as 
collateral and later defaulted on the 
loan. Windermere returned this 
acreage to the lender in 2005 as part 
of an effort to restructure its debt.

Court filings in 2010 listed the 
land’s value at $11.7 million.

The purchase of the acreage is 
called the Windermere Wilderness 
Redemption Project, MBC Execu-
tive Director John Yeats said, “be-
cause we are redeeming – or buying 

back – land that once belonged to 
Missouri Baptists, following a bibli-
cal model exemplified in the story of 
the prophet Hosea and ultimately in 
the person of Jesus Christ.

“These biblical models provide 
an example for us as we seek to be 
faithful to the Lord and to Missouri 

Baptists by redeeming what once be-
longed to us – and ultimately to the 
Lord. It is an act that we believe illus-
trates the faithfulness, and sacrificial 
work, of our great God.”

Yeats said the MBC executive 
board is working to fully evaluate 
the land’s potential and will recom-
mend to all Missouri Baptists a plan 
for future use of the acreage.

“For decades, Missouri Baptists 
invested in this land together,” Yeats 

noted. “Once again, Missouri Bap-
tists will determine, together, how 
to use it to advance the kingdom.”

Desert Capital REIT approached 
the executive board several months 
ago, proposing to sell the land at a 
discounted price. In response, the 
board appointed a study group, 

which recommended the 
acquisition.

“We believe this is a 
God-appointed opportuni-
ty to recover 75 percent of 
the land unfairly removed 
from Missouri Baptists 
more than a decade ago,” 
said Wesley Hammond, 
chairman of the executive 
board.

“Missouri Baptists have asked the 
executive board to take all steps nec-
essary to recover the Windermere 
land. With legal options exhausted, 
the repurchase of 75 percent of for-
mer Windermere property is the 
best opportunity at this point to 
fulfill the mandate of Missouri Bap-
tists,” Hammond said.

Written by the staff of The Pathway, 
the news journal of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

ERLC honors heroic Christians at SBC 
BALTIMORE (BP) – Members of 
two families who are standing hero-
ically for the Christian faith received 
awards from the Ethics and Reli-
gious Liberty Commission (ERLC) 
and grateful affirmation from mes-
sengers to the 2014 Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meeting.

The ERLC honored the Greens, 
who own Hobby Lobby, and Saeed 
Abedini, a prisoner in Iran, Wednes-
day morning, June 11, during the 
SBC’s annual meeting. ERLC Presi-
dent Russell D. Moore presented 
the John Leland Religious Liberty 
Award to Steve and Jackie Green for 
their family’s refusal to abide by the 
Obama administration’s abortion/
contraception mandate, which re-
quires employers to provide abor-
tion-causing drugs to their work-
ers. Moore gave the Richard Land 
Distinguished Service Award to 
Naghmeh Abedini on behalf of her 
husband, Saeed, an American citi-
zen imprisoned since 2012 by Iran’s 
oppressive regime for his Christian 
service in that country.

Messengers gave extended stand-
ing ovations to both the Greens 
and Abedini when they received the 
awards. At Moore’s request, many 
messengers knelt on the floor as 
newly elected SBC President Ronnie 
Floyd led a prayer for both families.

The presentations preceded the 
ERLC’s annual report to the con-
vention.

In his second appearance at the 
SBC as the ERLC’s presi-
dent, Moore introduced the 
awards presentations by re-
minding messengers of the 
Baptist heritage of stand-
ing for religious freedom – 
sometimes at great cost.

“We’re living in a time 
right now in which religious 
liberty is imperiled at home 
and around the world, and 
it is time for us to remem-
ber that we have been here 
before,” Moore said. “The gospel 
came to us in letters being written 
out by apostles from jail cells. The 
gospel came to us through the cen-
turies from people who were con-
stantly under threat of their liberty 
to preach. 

“(W)e should say to the world 
around us, ‘Don’t call it a come-
back.’ We have been here for centu-
ries, and we will continue to stand 
here for religious liberty for every-
one,” he said.

Hobby Lobby’s legal challenge 
to the abortion/contraception 
mandate is expected to be resolved 
in a decision by the U.S. Supreme 
Court before it adjourns in late June 
or early July. The justices’ opinion 
“probably will determine the next 
100 years of what it means for us 
to be a free people in this country,” 
Moore told messengers.

The Green family’s refusal to 
comply with the mandate, which is 
a regulation helping implement the 
2010 health care law, has placed the 
entire business of more than 570 

arts and crafts stores at risk. A court 
loss could result in fines totaling 
$1.3 million a day.

“It would be really easy for the 
Green family simply to say, ‘Let’s 
just submit to that.’ But because of 
their strong faith in Jesus Christ and 
because of their courage, the Greens 
have refused to comply (with the re-
quirement),” Moore said. 

Steve Green, Hobby Lobby’s 
president, is the son of David and 
Barbara Green, who founded the 

Oklahoma City-
based company. 
Steve and Jackie 
Green are members 
of a Southern Bap-
tist church in Okla-
homa City. 

Saeed Abedini, 
an ordained min-
ister of Iranian de-
scent, was arrested 
nearly two years ago 
while visiting Iran 

to complete work on a government-
approved orphanage and was given 
an eight-year prison sentence. 

Saeed and Naghmeh Abedini, 
both Muslim converts to faith in 
Christ, helped in the growth of the 
Iranian house church movement 
before moving to the United States 
in 2005. Reports of Saeed Abedini’s 
condition indicate Iranian authori-
ties have tortured him, placed him 
in solitary confinement and pres-
sured him to deny Christ. Iranian 
prison officials have threatened to 
lengthen his sentence because he is 
leading fellow prisoners to faith in 
Jesus, Baptist Press reported May 30.

“And at every point, the Iranian 
government seems to think that 
Saeed Abedini will get tired of all 
of this treatment and renounce his 
faith in Jesus Christ,” Moore told 
messengers, “and at every step no 
matter the beatings, no matter the 
imprisonment, no matter the exile, 
Saeed Abedini has confessed with 
that great cloud of witnesses that 
Jesus Christ is Lord.”

Naghmeh Abedini, meanwhile, 
has been “a courageous and tena-
cious voice for her husband and for 
the persecuted church around the 
world,” he said.

In his report, Moore said the 
ERLC had worked in the last year 
on a variety of issues – including the 
defense of marriage, the liberty to 
pray without governmental super-
vision and the right to freedom of 
conscience against the abortion/
contraception mandate for Hobby 

Lobby, the SBC’s Guide-
Stone Financial Resources, 
Baptist colleges and all oth-
ers. The ERLC also “has 
given great emphasis on 
equipping churches” to ad-
dress the issues from a gos-
pel perspective, he said.

“There are things that we 
were able to assume in the 
past that we must articulate 
now,” Moore said of the 
changing culture. “We must 

equip those children in vacation 
Bible school for a world where fol-
lowing Christ will be seen as strange, 
will be seen as possibly dangerous, 
will be seen as subversive. But that is 
no new situation. 

“The gospel did not come to us 
from Mayberry,” he told messen-
gers. “The gospel rocketed out of a 
Roman empire where the strangest 
idea in the world was a community 
of people who cared for the vul-
nerable, for the widowed, for the 
orphaned, for the unborn, a com-
munity of people who were willing 
to lose their jobs, who were willing 
to lose their social standing, who 
were willing to lose the respect of 
the people around them. They were 
even willing to go to execution ... 
because they confessed and believed 
that a crucified Man has presented 
Himself alive.”

While applying justice to such 
issues, Moore said, the ERLC has 
sought “to always, always, always in-
clude an invitation of the gospel to 
whosoever will believe.”

Russell D. Moore, president of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission (ERLC), presents the John 
Leland Religious Liberty Award to Steve and Jackie Green during a report June 11 at the Southern 
Baptist Convention Annual Meeting at the Baltimore Convention Center. The ERLC also awarded 
Saeed Abedini the Richard Land Distinguished Service Award. Abedini is currently serving time in an 
Iranian prison because of his faith in Christ. Abedini’s wife, Naghmeh (right in black dress), accepted 
the award on behalf of her husband.

Abedini Moore

Presbyterian body 
OKs same-sex unions
DETROIT — The legisla-
tive body of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) voted June 19 
to recognize same-sex marriage 
as Christian in the church con-
stitution, adding language that 
marriage can be the union of 
“two people,” not just “a man 
and a woman,” the Associated 
Press (AP) reported. The amend-
ment approved by the Presbyte-
rian General Assembly requires 
approval from a majority of the 
172 regional presbyteries, which 
will vote on the change over the 
next year. In a separate policy 
change immediately, delegates 
voted to allow ministers to pre-
side at gay weddings in states 
where the unions are legal and 
local congregational leaders ap-
prove, the AP reported. Nine-
teen states and the District of 
Columbia now recognize same-
sex marriage.

Ga. Baptist college
loses acceditation 
MOUNT VERNON, Ga. – 
Brewton-Parker College, a 
Christian college affiliated 
with the Georgia Baptist Con-
vention, has been stripped of 
its accreditation by the South-
ern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Committee on 
Colleges (SACS COC), it was 
announced June 19. The ac-
tion against the college came 
following a formal interview 
with the college’s key leaders in 
San Antonio, Texas, June 17, a 
Brewton-Parker College news 
release said. Ergun Caner, who 
was elected president of Brew-
ton-Parker in December 2013, 
relayed the news to the college’s 
board of trustees by email, then 
shared the news in a called 
meeting for all staff, faculty and 
administration. “Of course we 
are disappointed in the deci-
sion of the executive committee 
of SACS COC taken today. 
Brewton-Parker College has 
been accredited by SACS for 
over fifty years (since 1962) 
and today is another step in the 
arduous journey that we have 
traveled since 2009.” Caner 
continued, “The most impor-
tant points I can relay to you is 
that immediately after receiving 
the phone call, we have taken 
immediate steps to challenge 
this ruling and stay the loss of 
accreditation.” Another Geor-
gia Baptist-aff liated school, 
Shorter University, received 
SACS accreditation June 19. 



4    Ju n e  2 6 ,  2 0 14OPINION

were instrumental in the founding 
of our country.

Everywhere I look it seems there 
is evidence the once proud United 
States is “coming apart at the 
seams,” as musician Neil Young 
once sang.

And most non-liberal thinking 
people are seeing 
it very clearly.

Just today, I 
read a letter to 
the editor in the 
Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette from a 
Jacksonville man 
who said in part it 

appears the United States won’t be  
brought down by a foreign power, 
but rather from inside. He says 
it will be through the assault on 
the family, faith, morality and as a 
result of our wicked and decaying 
government.

It’s time for Christians and the 

R arely do I agree with a 
politician and his or her 

ideology and direction for our 
country. Most of them seem to 
be more talk than action today.

Recently, while visiting the Life-
Way bookstore in Jonesboro, I 
picked up a copy of “One Nation: 
What We Can All 
Do to Save Amer-
ica’s Future,”  by 
Ben Carson M.D.

Carson, though 
I don’t agree with 
all of his positions 
– in particular 
that concerning 
gay marriage – does seem to have 
some pretty good ideas about how 
to get our country back on track, at 
least in a fiscal sense.

You see, Carson isn’t really a true 
book politican, he’s a retired doc-
tor, much like the businessmen, 
professional people and clergy who 

‘One nation under God?’

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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1Corinthians, a volume in 
the Teach the Text Com-

mentary Series, is available from 
BakerBooks. Authored by Preben 
Vang, professor 
at Palm Beach At-
lantic University 
and formerly of 
Ouachita Baptist 
University, this 
full-color volume 
examines Paul’s 
first Epistle to the 
church at Corinth.

The format remains con-
sistent through the Teach 
the Text series. The Scrip-
tures are broken up into 
teaching- or preaching-size 
sections. Each one receives 
approximately six pages to 
work the passage from un-
derstanding through teach-
ing. The major sections are 
“Understanding the Text,” 
“Teaching the Text” and “Illus-
trating the Text.”

The 1 Corinthians commen-
tary begins with a discussion of 
the background of Corinth. This 
information provides the reader 
with an understanding of the 

city, a valuable foundation for 
studying Corinth. Some commen-
taries focus more on the Apostle 
Paul and why he wrote, which has 

value, but the 
information 
on the city 
provides clar-
ity about why 
Paul wrote 
what he did.

Additional-
ly, Vang han-

dles sensitive passages 
like 1 Corinthians 
6 regarding lawsuits 
among believers well. 
Rather than simply 
dismissing it as past 
issues and justify-
ing suing others or 
demanding believers 
never utilize govern-
ment courts, the 
concepts behind the 

rule of Scripture are addressed. 
Vang demonstrates how Paul was 
not telling believers to eschew 
criminal courts for wrongs done, 
but that it is far better to testify to 
Jesus than to win a lawsuit. 

The historical and cultural back-

ground of the passages regarding 
attire in church and women’s 
roles within the church are han-
dled delicately. Again, Vang pro-
vides the understanding of how 
life was in Corinth and how this 
shows through in Paul’s writing. 
He does not provide a clear deci-
sion on how these issues should 
be applied today, leaving that 
decision to the interpreter. This 
echoes the typical method of a 
teacher, to provoke questions and 
leave the answers to the reader.

Reading through the 1 Corin-
thians commentary provides the 
teacher and the preacher with in-
sight to the background on Paul’s 
letter. Further, the “Illustrating 
the Text” sections bring forward 
different ways to communicate 
the points in the text. 

The visual ideas and the media 
links are helpful for the teacher 
who needs to break out of a rut in 
presentation. 

I continue to find the Teach the 
Text Series a helpful addition to 
my studies of Scripture to prepare 
for teaching and preaching.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Almyra.

BOOK REVIEW

Doug Hibbard
 First Baptist Church 

Almyra

Teach the Text - 1 Corinthians
By Preben Vang, Baker Books, 2014

LETTER

Conservative heritage

I was pleased to attend the re-
cent SBC (Southern Baptist Con-
vention) Annual Meeting in Balti-
more. There were many encourag-
ing reports, and President Fred 
Luter led the meeting with integrity 
and fairness. There were a couple 
of areas of concern. We were shown 
statistics demonstrating a 30-year 
decline in baptisms and other 
critical areas in our convention. I 
heard several men on the podium 
speak of a past 
conservative 
resurgence and 
return to iner-
rancy. 

I am thankful as an Arkansas 
Baptist we had no need for a con-
servative theological resurgence 
and we have always supported iner-
rancy. The same is true of the For-
eign Mission Board (FMB) – now 
the International Mission Board 
(IMB) – where I served from 1978 
to 2009. Our mission leaders and 
missionaries were theologically con-
servative and worthy of the support 
of our convention. Unfortunately, 
the same cannot be said of many of 
the IMB trustees appointed by the 
leaders of the conservative political 
resurgence. I attended Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 

See LETTER page 5

Church to stand for what is right 
and call for the replacement of 
leaders who have their own  inter-

est in mind rather than the people. 
Our faith in Jesus Christ requires 
us to speak up and do what’s right.
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Family Matters
How to THINK on Scripture

How does one study 
the Bible? I stagnantly 

struggled with this until some-
one helped me in college. I’ve 
grown much in my study of the 
Bible since then and desire to 
help my children 
grow as students 
of the Bible. We 
have journaled 
through the Scrip-
tures at times 
using the outline 
T.H.I.N.K. to 
guide us through 
a process of inductive discovery 
and application.

Text and topic: What pas-
sage have I read?  What is the 
main topic or idea of the pas-
sage? Think like a librarian who 
is cataloguing information. Use 
a blank piece of paper and re-
cord the references to the verses 
you are going to read. Read the 
verses and then summarize the 
main topic or idea.

Hear and observe: What did 
the passage say in its biblical 
context? What are the facts? 
Think like a detective and re-
cord basic information from 
the verses you’ve read: charac-
ters, important words, repeated 
words, etc.  

Inscribe and reflect: What 
did I learn from this passage? 
What does this mean? Think 
like a student and contemplate 
the meaning of the verses. Ask 
questions of the text. Inscribe 
your thoughts and interpreta-
tions on paper to bring clarity 
to learning.  

Nurture and apply: How 
does God want me to grow 
in relationship with Him and 
apply these verses? Think like 
a doctor who has gathered the 
facts and meaning of the pas-
sage and evaluated the infor-
mation in order to prescribe a 
course of action. Write out how 
you believe God wants you to 
respond to what you read.

Kneel and pray: What do I 
need to say to God after read-
ing this passage? Think like a 
child who is approaching your 
heavenly Father to just talk. 
Talk and dialogue with God 
and even write out some of 
your prayers to God.

The more I read, understand 
and apply Scripture to my life, 
the more I desire to spend time 
reading Scripture and growing 
in Christ. THINKing through 
Scripture with your children 
will help them leave home with 
a lifestyle of reading the Bible 
and growing with God.

 Ben Phillips serves on the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
evangelism and church health 
team.

Phillips

Reflections on the SBC meeting
A s Southern Baptists just held their 2014 annual 

meeting in Baltimore. Following are my personal 
reflections.

(1) It was a great meeting! Anytime you get more than 
5,000 Southern Baptist leaders together to pray, wor-
ship, celebrate, fellowship, preach and set future direc-
tion it is an impactful meeting.

(2) Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross Church in north-
west Arkansas, was elected president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention! 
Floyd joins two other Arkansans who 
have served in this distinguished role 
— Brooks Hayes, statesman and mem-
ber of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, elected 1958 and 1959, and 
James Phillip Eagle, pastor, statesman 
and governor of Arkansas, elected 
1902, 1903 and 1904. Dr. Floyd is a great visionary 
leader and a great friend to Arkansas Baptists. 

(3) We are incredibly diverse! We are diverse in gener-
ational distinctives, socioeconomic backgrounds, race, 
linguistics, dress, worship style, preaching style and 
every other category you can possibly name. We must 
continue to diversify intentionally to reflect our world 
while maintaining our Baptist distinctives of commit-
ment to God’s Word, the Great Commission and our 
doctrinal beliefs. 

(4) We face cultural issues head on! By the resolu-

tions adopted at these annual meetings, we intention-
ally collide our biblical worldview with the secular, 
politically correct worldview. It is important for church 
members to be keenly aware of these resolutions and 
the rationale behind them.

(5) We always have controversies with which we 
struggle! This is partly attributed to our size and intense 
diversity and is reflected in our dialog, rhetoric and 

voting. It is also partly due to the fact 
that Southern Baptists are not satis-
fied with the status quo and always 
strive for internal reformation, which 
results in greater kingdom impact. 

(6) We make great impact as South-
ern Baptists! The reports from enti-
ties such as the International Mission 
Board and our seminaries revealed 

exciting testimonies of God’s blessings.
(7) We have to press forward toward greater impact! 

We must increase stewardship among our church mem-
bers, reach more millennials and students, put more 
missionaries on the field, start more churches and en-
gage in extraordinary prayer.

I came home after another Southern Baptist Con-
vention Annual Meeting thankful to be a Southern 
Baptist!

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

Most popular charitable technique
G ifts to charities become charitable deductions only 

when they meet certain criteria established by the 
Internal Revenue Service. For example, the donor must 
relinquish control of the asset to the charity. A donor 
cannot give assets to a church building fund, for exam-
ple, and then later insist the church use that money for 
a mission project they want to support.

To soften this lack of control, 
regulations now allow for “donor-
advised funds” (DAF). The donor 
gives assets to such a fund and 
receives full credit for the gift im-
mediately. While the donors can-
not control the later distributions, 
they reserve the right to advise the 
charitable manager of the distribu-
tions they would like to make. If 
the requests are legitimate, the fund 
manager typically honors them. Most managers of such 
funds are religious foundations like ours, community 
foundations and (believe it or not) mutual fund compa-
nies.

A DAF is actually the most popular technique for 
gifts today. The fund allows a donor to make gifts at the 
most appropriate and convenient time, and then later 
request distributions to the charity or charities of their 
choice. Here are some examples of how people use 
DAFs:

– In selling a business, John donates a portion of the 
company stock to the DAF before the sale. That por-
tion is sold without capital gains tax, and he receives a 
tax deduction for the full value of the stock gift. John 
may be setting aside charitable gifts for several years 

during a tax year when his income is greatly enhanced 
by the business sale.

– Sue benefits from a large business transaction and 
wants to tithe the profit. She is not sure where she 
wants to distribute the funds, and so she parks the 
money in a DAF until future months and years. Then 
she requests distributions as needs arise.

– Bill and Mary receive the family 
farm as an inheritance. They do not 
need the property and instead donate it 
to a DAF to establish an endowment in 
their parents’ names. Each year they ad-
vise us on which ministries are to receive 
the income distributions. They also have 
named their children as successor advi-
sors at their death or incapacity, and the 
children can, in turn, name their succes-
sor advisors.

– Tom is in his last two years of salaried employment 
before retirement. He makes relatively large gifts to a 
DAF in these two years to offset taxable income liabil-
ity. When he retires and his income drops drastically, 
he has already set aside his charitable giving money for 
the period until he is forced to take distributions from 
his retirement account. The deductions now against his 
higher income have a much greater tax impact than de-
ductions would later when his income is low.

These are just a few of the ways donors have used 
DAFs to make a kingdom impact. Due to the flexibility 
of timing the deduction and the distributions, DAFs 
are popular charitable tools. There is no cost to set one 
up, and it becomes a powerful gift technique.

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

FINANCIAL

 TIMES 

David Moore

EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR 

Sonny Tucker
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in the 1970s and 1980s under 
presidents (Robert E.) Naylor and 
(Russell H.) Dilday, when it was our 
largest seminary and was also solid-
ly conservative theologically in the 
finest tradition of our convention.  

It may be that these men mak-
ing reports or those they associated 
with or their schools were not theo-

logically conservative and opposed 
inerrancy since they refer to that 
situation so often. If so, I only wish 
they could have been Arkansas Bap-
tists or have attended Southwestern 
when I did or been associated the 
FMB/IMB and our missionaries. 
The 30-year decline in our conven-
tion seems to coincide almost ex-
actly with their rise to power. I am 
glad to see signs of a return to our 
conservative theological foundation 
under the recent leadership or past 

SBC President Fred Luter and pray 
it continues under Ronnie Floyd.

Ron West
Little Rock

Read more news 
and commentary 

at
www.arkansasbaptist.org
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Updated SBC quali�cations adopted

BALTIMORE (BP) – An update 
to the SBC Constitution regarding 
qualifications for churches to send 
messengers to the annual meeting 
was adopted during the SBC Execu-
tive Committee’s report to the con-
vention June 11 in Baltimore.

Describing the recommendation 
as “small church friendly,” Executive 
Committee chairman Ernest Easley 
said the proposal to revise Article III 
is a response to a motion from last 
year’s annual meeting in Houston 
that requested updating messenger 
qualifications. It was the 16th mo-
tion in the past 35 years to call for a 
re-evaluation of Article III.

Messengers adopted the recom-
mendation without debate or ques-
tions from the floor. In order to of-
ficially revise Article III, the recom-
mendation will need to be approved 
by messengers a second time during 
the 2015 annual meeting in Colum-
bus, Ohio.

“The Executive Committee float-
ed the recommendation out across 
the convention the last several 

months in order to build consensus 
which has really proved beneficial in 
the current recommendation that 
we have today,” Easley said just be-
fore messengers voted to adopt the 
revision. 

Easley addressed initial concerns 
with the recommendation that in-
volved the perception by some that it 
negatively impacted smaller church-
es. He noted that most of these con-
gregations “give proportionately to 
the Cooperative Program” and that 
the recommendation now includes a 
reference to CP support. 

The recommendation also ad-
dressed concerns that earlier pro-
posed Article III revisions could 
have been interpreted to “impose a 
confession of faith upon a church,” 
said Easley, pastor of Roswell Street 
Baptist Church in Marietta, Ga. 
That perception “was never our in-
tent,” he added. 

Easley said the wording in the 
first part of the recommendation 
– No. 1, (1) of Article III – was ad-
justed. It now reads, “Has a faith 
in practice which closely identifies 
with the Convention’s adopted 
statement of faith.” Easley said the 
words “closely identifies” were taken 
directly from the 2000 Baptist Faith 
and Message.

Article III currently states that 
churches in friendly cooperation 
with the convention can send one 

additional messenger for every 250 
members or for each $250 per year 
“paid to the work of the Conven-
tion.” The $250 amount dates back 
to 1888.

Under the new proposal approved 
by messengers, each cooperating 
church that contributed to conven-
tion causes during the preceding fis-
cal year would automatically qualify 
for two messengers. 

“In the years where records have 
been kept, most churches send two 
messengers,” Easley said in a Q-and-
A session reported by Baptist Press 
on March 4. 

“The second largest category of 
representation,” Easley said, “is of 
churches that send only one mes-
senger.

“Second, pastors are often accom-
panied by their wives,” he said. “We 
thought it reasonable to encourage 
them to come as a couple, no matter 
the size of the church or the amount 
of the church’s gifts to the conven-
tion.”

According to a Feb. 19 report in 
Baptist Press, a cooperating church 
would be able to send additional 
messengers by one of two options, 
whichever allows them to send the 
greater number of messengers:

– One additional messenger for 
each full percent of the church’s 
undesignated receipts through any 
combination of gifts through the 

Cooperative Program, designated 
gifts through the Executive Commit-
tee for convention causes or to any 
SBC entity.

– One additional messenger for 
each $6,000 the church contributes 
in the preceding year through the 
same combination of the Coop-
erative Program, designated gifts 
through the Executive Committee 
for convention causes or to any SBC 
entity. 

The $6,000 figure was selected by 
adjusting for inflation and other fac-
tors since 1888, the report said. The 
amount is meant to be comparable 
to the $250 figure adopted 126 years 
ago.

Other business
During the Executive Commit-

tee’s report, messengers:
– Adopted the 2014-15 SBC 

Operating Budget in the amount 
of $7.2 million, with $5.6 million 
through the Cooperative Program. 
A total of $2.1 million is budgeted 
for SBC administration expenses 
and $5 million is allocated toward 
operating expenses for the Executive 
Committee.

– Approved Birmingham, Ala., 
as the site of the 2019 SBC Annual 
Meeting, to be held June 11-12.

– Approved Orlando, Fla., for 
the SBC 2020 annual meeting, to 
be held June 9-10.

Bailey

Motion for persecuted church gets SBC prayer
BALTIMORE (BP) – Messengers 
proposed 17 motions during the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s 
(SBC) June 10-11 annual meeting, 
six of which were referred to SBC 
entities for consideration.

The only motion acted on by the 
convention, adopted by unanimous 
consent, challenged churches to 
“pray passionately and regularly for 
persecuted Christians.”

The motion, brought by Victor 
Vaughn, a messenger from Agape 
Community Baptist Church in 
Poway, Calif., also urged churches 
to remember the 200-300 Nigerian 
girls kidnapped by the terrorist 
group Boko Haram. Vaughn moved 
“that we pray for them as our sisters 
and that we also remember their per-
secutors to see the light.” 

In the spirit of the motion, David 
Smith, chairman of the SBC Com-
mittee on Order of Business, led the 
convention in prayer.

Two motions were referred to the 
six Southern Baptist seminaries:

– That fees associated with online 
seminary classes be removed for stu-
dents enrolled online, brought by 
Jerome Taylor of Eastgate Baptist 
Church in Burton, Mich.

– That seminaries survey the 
views of their faculties and students 
on tithing and “ensure that our fu-
ture leaders are taught that the tithe 
belongs to the Lord,” brought by 
Tim Overton of Halteman Village 

Baptist Church in Muncie, Ind.
One motion was referred to the 

North American Mission Board for 
study:

– That the SBC Executive Com-
mittee and Southern Baptist enti-
ties study how churches can be re-
vitalized from plateau or decline, 
brought by Steven Owensby of First 
Baptist Church in Enoree, S.C.

One motion was referred to Life-
Way Christian Resources:

– That LifeWay recon-
sider its decision to use the 
2011 NIV translation of the 
Bible in its Sunday school 
curriculum, brought by Bob 
Lilly of First Baptist Church 
in Richland, Mo. 

One motion was referred 
to the SBC Committee on 
Order of Business:

– That music leadership, 
style and song selection at future an-
nual meetings of the SBC express 
the convention’s ethnic diversity, 
brought by Kristopher Burns of Im-
manuel Baptist Church in Louis-
ville, Ky.

Smith said during his report that 
the Committee on Order of Busi-
ness’ recommendations of leaders 
for the 2015 annual meeting would 
be in keeping with this motion. 
The committee later recommended 
Julio Arriola, global worship pas-
tor at Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, to serve as music director 

for the 2015 SBC Annual Meeting 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

One motion was referred to the 
Southern Baptist Executive Com-
mittee:

– That the SBC president ap-
point a task force to report on the 
convention’s progress in pursuing 
biblical racial reconciliation and 
recommend how Southern Baptists 
“may better reach, make disciples, 

and raise up leadership 
from and among diverse 
racial and ethnic groups in 
North America,” brought 
by Alan Cross of Gateway 
Baptist Church in Mont-
gomery, Ala.

Ten motions submitted 
by messengers were ruled 
out of order by President 
Fred Luter acting on the 
recommendation of the 

Committee on Order of Business. 
Wiley Drake of First Southern 

Baptist Church in Buena Park, 
Calif., presented three motions that 
were ruled out of order because they 
would direct officers of the conven-
tion to act outside the scope of their 
duties, as established by the SBC 
Constitution and bylaws:

– That the SBC’s newly elected 
officers consider discipline for a 
Southern Baptist church and pastor 
in La Mirada, Calif., for affirming 
same-sex lifestyles.

– That the SBC’s officers consid-

er leading the convention to be part 
of “Operation American Spring,” an 
effort to impeach President Barack 
Obama.

– That the convention’s officers 
consider joining an event to cel-
ebrate racial reconciliation on July 
4, 2014, in Gettysburg, Pa.

Two motions were ruled out of 
order because they would change 
the convention’s rules and must be 
brought as an amendment to the 
constitution or bylaws:

– That a time and place be es-
tablished for messengers to ask 
questions of nominees for SBC 
president, from Todd Burgess of 
First Baptist Church in Eagle River, 
Alaska.

– That those nominating can-
didates for SBC president should 
state the percentage, rather than the 
amount, that the nominee’s church 
gives through the Cooperative Pro-
gram, from Steven Bailey of Calvary 
Baptist Church in Osceola.

Two motions were ruled out of 
order because they would direct, 
rather than request, a convention 
entity to take a specific action:

– That Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary report why 
they admitted a student of another 
faith, from Mike Scott of Faith Bap-
tist Church in Iron Station, N.C.

– That LifeWay Christian  

See MOTIONS page 14



w w w . a r ka n sa sb a p t i st . o r g 7

SBC messengers adopt 9 resolutions
BALTIMORE – Messengers to the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
Annual Meeting adopted a resolu-
tion on transgender identity for the 
first time while returning to such 
issues as civil rights, gambling and 
world hunger for further statements.

All nine resolutions offered 
Tuesday, June 10, at the SBC’s 
2014 meeting gained approval by 
unanimous or overwhelming votes. 
The messengers’ actions in about 
30 minutes meant a second report 
scheduled for Wednesday morning, 
June 11, was not needed.

Resolution 9 on trans-
gender identity came in 
response to recent gains in 
state legislatures, the feder-
al executive branch, public 
schools and the wider cul-
ture by advocates for recog-
nizing a distinction between 
gender and biology.

In the resolution, mes-
sengers affirmed “gender 
identity is determined by 
biological sex and not by 
one’s self-perception.” It expressed 
love for transgender people and in-
vited them to trust in Jesus.

Texas Pastor David Dykes, chair-
man of the Resolutions Commit-
tee, said at a news conference after 
the vote, “To this point, we had not 
spoken on this issue, so there was a 
need for clarity” on the SBC’s posi-
tion.

At the same news conference, 
Russell D. Moore, president of the 
Ethics and Religious Liberty Com-
mission (ERLC), described it as “a 
very good, wise resolution and a very 
hopeful sign of the Southern Baptist 
Convention saying to the outside 

world, ‘We’re standing with biblical 
conviction, and we also are making 
very clear that the gospel message 
goes to everybody.’”

In addressing some issues messen-
gers had spoken to at various times 
in the past, the 2014 convention:

– In Resolution 5, commemo-
rated the 50th anniversary of the 
enactment of the Civil Rights Act 
and reaffirmed the SBC’s 1965 call 
for “peaceful compliance with laws 
assuring equal rights for all.” 

In approving the civil rights 
resolution, the convention again 

acknowledged its grievous 
past. 

Messengers, the resolu-
tion said, “lament and re-
pudiate this nation’s long 
history of racial segregation 
as well as the complicity of 
Southern Baptists who re-
sisted or opposed the dis-
mantling of the evil or racial 
hierarchy in our churches or 
society.” 

The measure also ex-
pressed gratitude for the increase 
in racial and ethnic diversity among 
Southern Baptists in the last 50 
years.

– In Resolution 7, reaffirmed its 
“long-standing opposition to govern-
ment sponsorship of gambling.”

– In Resolution 4, urged South-
ern Baptists to support the newly 
rebranded Global Hunger Relief 
initiative. The hunger resolution 
stemmed from the rebranding of the 
World Hunger Fund as Global Hun-
ger Relief. The SBC-approved divi-
sion of funds remains at 80 percent 
for overseas use and 20 percent for 
domestic use. The resolution urged 

Southern Baptist entities, Woman’s 
Missionary Union and other part-
ners to act aggressively to increase 
awareness of the need of the hun-
gry and encouraged churches to 
promote giving to Global Hunger 
Relief.

– In Resolution 8, condemned 
“predatory payday lending” and 
urged churches to offer financial 
stewardship instruction and skills 
training for people inside and out-
side their congregations.

– In Resolution 6, reaffirmed 
“the sufficiency of biblical revela-
tion over subjective experi-
ential explanations to guide 
one’s understanding of the 
truth about heaven and hell” 
in an apparent response to 
the recently released movie 
“Heaven is for Real” and 
similar books and films.

– In Resolution 3, en-
couraged Southern Bap-
tists to back the creation of 
Christ-centered elementary 
and secondary schools and 
Christian home-schooling systems, 
supported those who follow God’s 
direction by taking part in pub-
lic schools and urged policies that 
“maximize parental choice.” 

Prior to the vote on Resolution 
3, “On the Importance of Christ-
Centered Education,” Ron West, 
a member of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, requested 
clarification of the resolution. West 
questioned the wording of the reso-
lution, asking for the convention to 
affirm both private Christian school 
teachers and public school teachers 
as being able to share Christ with 
their students. He also requested the 

convention not affirm federal fund-
ing of private, Christian schools in 
any way.

Dykes responded that he did not 
understand the education resolu-
tion’s parental choice language to be 

placing Southern Baptists 
in support of vouchers for 
Christian schools. 

“In fact, that’s why we 
used the ambiguous lan-
guage,” he said at the news 
conference. “We did not 
mention vouchers. We just 
said that we favor any kind 
of legislation that helps 
parents decide where they 
want their children edu-
cated.”

– In Resolution 2, affirmed “the 
calling of pastors who revitalize 
churches as needful as the calling of 
pastors to plant churches.”

– In Resolution 1, thanked God 
and all those who helped with this 
year’s meeting.

Joining Dykes from Arkansas 
was attorney Jay Shell, a member 
of West Baptist Church, Batesville.

Twelve resolutions were submit-
ted to the committee. Messengers 
defeated efforts to bring two of 
those resolutions to the floor for 
consideration.

Read resolutions in their entirety at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/sbc2014.

West Shell
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ballots cast, Floyd received 1,834 
votes, or 51.62 percent. Kim, pastor 
of Global Mission Church of Great-
er Washington in Silver Spring, 
Md., received 1,446 votes or 40.70 
percent, while Moore, pastor of New 
Salem Baptist Church in Huston-
ville, Ky., received 210 votes or 5.91 
percent. Moore is the current sec-
ond vice president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Floyd was nominated by R. Al-
bert Mohler Jr., president of The 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. Kim and Moore were placed in 
nomination, respectively, by Texas 
Pastor Dwight McKissic, of Corner-
stone Baptist Church in Arlington, 
and Bennie Smith, a deacon at the 
Kentucky church where Moore is 
pastor.

Mohler, in his nomination 
speech, said Floyd, has “the Great 
Commission in his heart” and has 
been a leader “with peerless experi-
ence in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.”

Mohler noted Floyd’s service as 
president of the Southern Baptist 

Convention Pastors’ Conference; 
his service as chairman of the SBC 
Executive Committee; his partici-
pation on the denomination’s Pro-
gram and Structure Committee, 
and “most importantly,” his service 
as chairman of the Great Commis-
sion Resurgence Task Force (2009-
10), which set forth wide-ranging 
recommendations for expanding the 
SBC’s missions outreach.

“He is a unifier and a de-
nominational statesman. He 
knows the Southern Baptist 
Convention at every level, 
and he has served and led 
at every level,” Mohler said.

While chairman of the 
task force, Mohler said 
Floyd “bridged generations 
and institutional boundaries 
to forge a new commitment 
to reaching the world for Christ. As 
an immediate result of that leader-
ship experience, Ronnie Floyd be-
came convinced of the need to di-
rect ever greater financial support to 
the world missions task.”

After his experience on the task 
force, Floyd steered his church to be 
one of the convention’s leading con-
tributors through the Cooperative 
Program, “even leading his church 

to give more to the Cooperative 
Program during a time of national 
recession, contributing more than 
$700,000 last year alone,” Mohler 
said.

“We need a man of that commit-
ment and leadership now as presi-
dent of our beloved convention – a 
man who models the message.”

Mohler said Floyd “will lead all 
Southern Baptists, and he 
will lead us well.”

“He is a bridge-builder 
who unites us theologically 
and stands in a direct line 
of noble leaders who have 
defended the inerrancy of 
Scripture and every doc-
trine of our Baptist Faith 
and Message,” Mohler said.

“At this crucial hour, we 
Southern Baptists desper-

ately need a leader who can model 
convictional compassion and com-
passionate conviction – who can ar-
ticulate our message in the midst of 
most trying times – and represent us 
all as the world around us turns up-
side down. ... He will stand without 
compromise, articulate with clarity 
and lead us with confidence.”

“He is also a pastor who is very 
missions-minded and leads us to be 

a missions-minded church,” Smith 
said, noting that New Salem gives 
approximately 16 percent of its un-
designated receipts through the Co-
operative Program.

Floyd has been a key organizer of 
two pastor/leader prayer gatherings 
that each drew participants from 
nearly 30 states during the past year 
– a Jan. 13-14 meeting in Atlanta at-
tended by 400 pastors and leaders 
and a Sept. 30-Oct. 1 meeting in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area attended by 
175-plus pastors.

Floyd also has served as general 
editor for the updated version of 
Bible Studies for Life, the popular 
Bible study curriculum produced by 
LifeWay Christian Resources. He is 
the author of 10 books.

As pastor of Cross Church, Floyd 
led the congregation to start cam-
puses in Springdale, Rogers, Fayette-
ville and Neosho, Mo.

He holds Doctor of Ministry and 
Master of Divinity degrees from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Texas and an under-
graduate degree from Howard Payne 
University, also in Texas. 

Floyd and his wife, Jeana, have 
been married 37 years and have two 
married sons and six grandchildren.

Floyd

SBC ANNUAL MEETING
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continued from page one
CROSS

Sidney Flowers (top left) serves Greg and Devona Powell cobbler after Rugged Cross Cowboy Church, 
Magnolia’s building dedication. All three regularly attend Rugged Cross. A group (top right) from 
Calvary Trail Cowboy Church, Louann, attends Rugged Cross’ open house/building dedication service. 
Phil Fewell (above), member of Rugged Cross, speaks at the building dedication. The cross on the 
wall was dedicated by a community member and is more than 100 years old.

Launius

lost all he had and God drew him 
back to Himself in 2009. At that 
time, Launius began work at the 
Walmart in Nashville, eventually 
transferring to the Magnolia store.

As the Bible study took off, he 
lived part-time in Magnolia and 
part-time in Nashville, traveling 75 
miles between the two.

As he got to know those to whom 
he was ministering and heard their 
stories, he knew he needed to move 
his family to Magnolia so he could 
serve more effectively. His wife, 
Tisha, quit her job to become a stay-
at-home mother and pastor’s wife, 
and they moved their four children 
– Cody, Cason, Kaleigh and Cord – 
to Magnolia. 

Through the 
ABSC, Liberty Bap-
tist Association, Rug-
ged Cross Cowboy 
Church and the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering, 
Launius received a sti-
pend during the first 
two years of his pas-
torate, which helped 
him support his fam-
ily since his wife had 
resigned from her 
job. In addition, the 
church received a startup grant and 
land grant, which were provided 
through the Dixie Jackson offering.

“We’re very thankful for people 
giving to the Dixie Jackson (offering) 
because that helps us,” Launius said.

Another key supporter for whom 
Launius is grateful is Liberty Baptist 
Association and their associational 
missionary, Gary Glasgow.

“Rugged Cross is really reaching 
so many people who have been out 
of church for a long time, or had 
no relationship with Christ at all,” 
said Glasgow. “It has been awesome 
to see how God has been working 
there.”

As Rugged Cross continued to 
grow, so did Launius’ thought that 
he needed to offer more to the 
church.

“In November of last year, … I 
just felt (that with) the needs of the 
church and the way the church was 
growing and issues people were hav-
ing in their lives … that I couldn’t do 
Walmart and church and I needed 
to put all my efforts into the minis-
try,” he said.

So he quit his job at Walmart, 
sold his jeep for extra money and 
dove into full-time ministry.

“Things just keep getting bigger 
and better, and the church is grow-
ing. I’m able to enjoy meeting peo-
ple and their needs and serve them 
and witness to them,” he said.

The church recently built and 
dedicated a 12,800-square-foot metal 
barn-style building, complete with a 
sanctuary, kitchen, offices, nurser-
ies, bathrooms, balcony seating and 
classrooms.

Much of the skill, time and re-
sources that went into the building 

came from volunteers – 
both church members 
and those who are not 
church members.

“The Lord has in-
credibly blessed them 
with special donations 
in order to buy their 
land and to begin con-
struction on their new 
building. God has just 
done an amazing work 
there,” said Roger 
Gaunt, ABSC church 
planting team member 

and church planter strategist.
Donations ranged from $25 to 

thousands of dollars, Launius said. 
Somebody donated money for al-
most 24 acres of land, on which 
the new building sits. Many people 
donated toward the building fund. 
One person donated lumber for the 
building; another bought all kitchen 
appliances. A local restaurant held 
fish fries to raise funds. An auction 
was held to supplement the building 
fund, with church and community 
members donating items to be auc-
tioned. 

Church members did a lot of the 
carpentry work themselves, some-
times working four or five hours 
in the evenings after their day jobs. 
Contractors and businesses often 
discounted labor and products or 

donated a portion of the money they 
charged back to the church. Launius 
noted people saw the difference the 
church was making in community 
members’ lives and wanted to sup-
port it.

And in the meantime, lives have 
been changed. The church has bap-
tized 30-plus people in total, nine of 
whom have been baptized since the 
first church service was held in the 
new building in May.

Launius said they hope to start 
building an arena in the next month 
or so. Though they have already held 
some arena events and trail rides 
and plan to hold more in the future, 
their decision to wait to hold the 
majority of these events has been 
strategic.

“A lot of cowboy churches, they’ve 
built their folks on the arena events 
and different things like that. We 
went at it at a different angle,” Lau-
nius explained. “We wanted to be 
a church 20 years from now. We 
want to make sure people’s lives are 
straight with Jesus. We want to make 
sure we’re discipling people. And we 
went six months before we ever did 
anything in the arena. … We wanted 
to build the church first.”

He said he thinks this commit-

ment to the Great Commission is 
why God has blessed their church 
so much.

Launius praises God for all that 
has happened with the church.

“We give it all to God,” he said. 
“It’s a God thing. It’s nothing we’ve 
done. It’s all Him. All the blessings 
are truly from Him.”

The church gives 5 percent a 
month through the Cooperative 
Program and 3 percent a month 
through their local association, 
in addition to giving to the Dixie 
Jackson offering, the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Internation-
al Missions and the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for North 
American Missions.

“I’m just blessed that God has al-
lowed me to be a part of this,” Lau-
nius said, explaining it’s not just his 
vision, but rather the vision of the 
group of believers who have become 
Rugged Cross Cowboy Church. 

“We’ve got some (people) from 
every walk of life and every back-
ground. And so it takes all of us to 
make it work, and I think everybody 
just caught the vision, and I’m just 
honored to be a part of it.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

ARKANSAS
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Floyd calls Baptists to pray, attend Columbus AM
BALTIMORE – “May I have a final 
word?” Ronnie Floyd, pastor of 
Cross Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, asked the moderator during the 
end of a press conference following 
his election to the office of president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) June 10. “I want to issue today 
… a call to Columbus!”

Floyd was referring to Columbus, 
Ohio, which will be the location 
of the 2015 SBC Annual Meeting. 
As one of his first actions as presi-
dent, he called for Baptists across 
the country to prioritize attending 
next year’s annual meeting in order 
to participate in a time of prayer for 
spiritual awakening and revival.

While this year’s SBC Annual 
Meeting, held in Baltimore, Md., 
June 9-10, saw a slight increase in 
registered messengers from the 2013 
meeting in Houston, SBC Annual 
Meeting attendance has experienced  
a strong decline in recent years.

Low attendance can be traced to 
numerous factors such as the coun-
try’s poor economic situation, the 
locations of recent meetings or a 
lack of interest or excitement in the 
initiatives of national agencies or de-
nominational organizations. 

For whatever reason, many Bap-

tists have stopped attending the an-
nual meeting. As president, Floyd is 
attempting to change this trend and 
make the annual meeting an excit-
ing time of fellowship, prayer and 
planning.

“Why should you come? This may 
be the moment, the time and God’s 
place to begin the next Great Awak-
ening in the United States,” wrote 
Floyd in a Baptist Press article titled 
“Call to Columbus: Envisioning a 
Great Awakening.”

Piggybacking on the 2014 annual 
meeting theme “Restoration and Re-
vival Through Prayer,” Floyd’s call 
for Baptists to attend the 2015 annu-
al meeting in Columbus was a call 
for Baptists to come together, not 
simply to take care of business, but 
to spend extended periods of time 
in communal prayer for a new spiri-
tual Great Awakening in America.

“I want to call upon every South-
ern Baptist church, Christian 
leader, pastor. Come to Colum-
bus, Ohio. … It’s past time to pray; 
it’s past time to get past where we 
have been, and listen very carefully, 
practice explicit agreement, visible 
union and extraordinary prayer 
for the purpose of the next great 
awakening in the United States 

of America,” said Floyd.
Floyd said he believes God placed 

him in the position of SBC presi-
dent in order to call believers to a 
time of “extraordinary prayer.” Floyd 
said he has seen the power of prayer 
in action over the past few months 
in the prayer gatherings for pastors 
he hosted in multiple major cities, 
including Little Rock. More than 
1,500 pastors attended the events.

“In order for the Great Commis-
sion Resurgence to be elevated to 
the proper priority, we need a great 
spiritual movement and a mighty 
spiritual awakening, which this na-
tion has not seen in a long time. Yes, 
we need to pray now in an extraor-
dinary manner for the next Great 
Awakening,” Floyd said.

Compiled from Arkansas Baptist 
News and Baptist Press reports.

Columbus, Ohio, is the location of the 2015 Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting. Photo 
courtesy of www.brandcolumbus.com

SBC pres.-elect delivers opening House prayer
WASHINGTON – Arkansas Pas-
tor Ronnie Floyd, who was recently 
elected president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC), opened 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
in prayer Thursday, June 12.

Floyd, pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas, was invited to 
give the prayer by U.S. Rep. Steve 
Womack, R-Rogers.

The Cross Church pastor’s 
prayer was delivered one day fol-
lowing the conclusion of the SBC 
Annual Meeting, held June 10-11 

in Baltimore.
Floyd’s prayer is 

recorded in the offi-
cial record of the U.S. 
House of Representa-
tive. It reads:

Our God, as 
Your prophet Dan-
iel spoke to the king 
in his day with hu-
mility and honor 
as recorded in the 
Book of Daniel 4:37: “The 
God of Heaven has given you 

s o v e r e i g n t y , 
power, strength, 
and glory.”

Lord, as these 
gifted men and 
women serve the 
people of the Unit-
ed States, may they 
know You have them 
here by divine ap-
pointment, giving 
to them the influ-

ence, strength, and recognition 
they receive.

As they make decisions that in-
fluence the entire world, I pray that 
You will fill them with supernatural 
insight, compassionate sensitivity, 
convictional kindness, and abound-
ing wisdom.

The needs are many, and the 
tasks are overwhelming. They need 
You, and they need each other, in 
order to provide hope for the Ameri-
can people and the entire world. So 
use them today to change the world 
for Your glory and for Your Name, I 
pray. Amen.

Floyd

A R K A NSA S BA PTISTS IN BA L TIM OR E

Clockwise from top left: Travis Young, children’s pastor at Mount Carmel Baptist Church, Cabot, and a 
family ministry evangelist, and wife, Ginger; John Fulper, pastor of Armorel Baptist Church, Armorel, 
and wife, Kimme; Chris Russell, pastor of Victory Baptist Church, Back Gate, and wife, Dadrian; Marc 
Reeves, pastor of Westview Baptist Church, Paragould, and wife, Loretta; Gene Crawley, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Forrest City, and wife, Allison, and Amanda Allen, wife of Danny Allen, pastor 
of Rison Baptist Church, Rison. Photos by Arkansas Baptist News staff

For more coverage of the 
2014 SBC Annual Meeting visit

www.arkansasbaptist.org/
sbc2014
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Arkansas Baptists in Baltimore
BALTIMORE – Arkansas Baptists 
descended on Baltimore en masse 
for the annual meeting of the South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC).

James Carter, a deacon at First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, and 
father-in-law of Greg Sykes, pastor 
of First Baptist, went to Baltimore 
with his daughter, son-in-law and 
their three children. It was Carter’s 
second con-
vention.

“It’s good 
to come and 
hear from 
others and be 
reaffirmed,” 
Carter said 
at the South-
ern Baptist 
Convention 
Pastors’ Con-
ference Sun-
day night. 
“Sometimes, 
when you’re a 
ministry fam-
ily, you have 
insecurities and think it’s all about 
you. It’s not about us; it’s about 
God. He’s the reason we do what 
we do. When we come together, ... 
it helps us refocus.”

John Fulper, pastor of Armorel 
Baptist Church, Armorel (near Bly-
theville), was in Baltimore with his 
wife, Kimme. 

“I expect to be challenged during 
the Pastors’ Conference. I’m looking 
forward to hearing David Platt and 
others,” he said.

Fellowship
Kimme Fulper said she enjoyed 

her first pastors’ wives conference 
last year and returned because “it’s 
really great to have ministry speci-
fied just for us.”

Travis Young, children’s pastor 
at Mount Carmel Baptist Church, 
Cabot, and a family ministry evange-
list, said he was ready to “experience 
God’s presence” at the convention.

“We came for the fellowship with 
the confer-
ence for SBC 
evange l i s t s ’ 
commi t t e e . 
I’ve been a 
member there 
this past year,” 
said Young. 
“We also 
want to expe-
rience God’s 
presence and 
to be here to 
affirm Pas-
tor (Ronnie) 
Floyd’s work 
in his call for 
prayer and re-
vival in America.” 

Focus on revival
“I appreciate the heart the con-

vention has for the focus on revival 
and seeking God’s glory,” said Chris 
Russell, pastor of Victory Baptist 
Church, Back Gate (near Dumas). 

“That’s the biggest thing. It seems 
like there’s a real brokenness to not 
being content with where we’re at, 
but wanting to see the next Great 
Awakening.”

Gwen Hollingsworth, wife of 
Gary Hollingsworth, pastor of Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
said she loves the focus on revival.

“I attend all of the pastors’ confer-
ences. I love 
the emphasis 
on revival, get-
ting back to 
God’s Word 
and humbling 
ourselves be-
fore the Lord. 
I think it’s 
crucial that 
we fall on our 
face before 
the Lord as 
believers and 
repent, and 
He will send 
revival,” she 
said.

Gene Crawley, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Forrest City, said, 
“It’s been a good convention. I really 
enjoyed (Fred) Luter’s message last 
night about evangelism and revival 
in America and how that’s going to 
come about through prayer. It’s also 
good to have an Arkansan elected to 
the presidency.”

SBC speakers
“I enjoy hearing the speakers, 

meeting colleagues and just seeing 
where we’re going as a convention,” 
said Marc Reeves, pastor of West-
view Baptist Church, Paragould, 
who was attending the Baltimore 
meeting with this wife, Loretta. 

She added, “I like to hear the 
mission statement about how we’ve 
been able to, as a corporate South-
ern Baptist Convention together, 
send missionaries out.”

James Forbis of Cross Church, 
Springdale, who works with the 
church’s school of ministry, said it 

was his first 
convent ion 
to attend 
since he was 
a child. For-
bis said he is 
taking classes 
at The South-
ern Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary and 
studying to be 
a pastor.

“This has 
d e f i n i t e l y 
been an in-
credible thing 
to see my first 

convention since I was 2 or 3, ... get-
ting to see it as a grown-up. Since 
I came to help Dr. Floyd with the 
post- and pre-election day-to-day ac-
tivities, I’ve met some of my heroes 
of the faith like Tom Eliff and Jim 
Draper and Johnny Hunt,” he said.

“I’ve gotten to see how Danny 

Akin, president of Southeastern 
(Baptist Theological) Seminary and 
Russell Moore, president of the 
Ethics and Religious Liberty Com-
mission, do business and approach 
Southern Baptist dealings and how 
they interact with one another.”   

A ‘privilege’ to attend
Clay Hallmark, senior pastor of 

First Baptist Church, Marion, and 
former president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, said it is 
always a privilege to attend the an-
nual meeting of Southern Baptists.

“It is always a great time to get 
away and be reminded of our pur-
pose and mission. This year I have 
been encourage and inspired, as 
well as challenged. I am praying for 
the day that 
I see leaders 
leave an an-
nual meet-
ing and put 
into action 
the things for 
which they 
have been 
challenged,” 
said Hall -
mark.

“We have 
already been 
r e m i n d e d 
again that we, 
as Southern 
Baptists, are losing a generation of 
students with 36,000 SBC churches 
baptizing on average one or less stu-
dents. I will leave Baltimore remind-
ed why we at First Marion and the 
Arkansas Baptist Convention have 
such a huge commitment and inten-
tional strategy to reach the students 
and children for Christ!”

Lots of excitement
Laramie LeQuieu, pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Rector, said he is 
excited a fel-
low Arkansas 
Baptist pas-
tor has been 
elected to lead 
the SBC, as 
well as about 
how South-
ern Baptists 
continue to 
strive to reach 
the world for 
Jesus Christ.

“We’re ex-
cited that our 
fellow pastor, 
Ronnie Floyd, 
got elected 
president of the SBC. We’re excited 
that Cooperative Program giving is 
up. We’re excited about the 900-plus 
people groups reached these last 
three years. We’re excited about the 
IMB (International Mission Board) 
and NAMB (North American Mis-
sion Board) – the progress we see 
there in planting churches,” he said. 
“That’s why we love the Cooperative 
Program, because we can do more 
together than on our own.”

Nick Floyd, pastor of Cross 
Church, Fayetteville, and son of the 
new SBC president, said, “We’re ex-
cited and looking forward to what 
God’s going to do. He’s (Ronnie 
Floyd) asking everyone in the con-
vention to pray for him. Whoever 
he sees, he keeps asking them for 
prayer. He feels the burden of what 
he’s been elected to do.”

Nick Floyd’s wife, Meredith, 
added that her family and father-in-
law are “excited about the opportu-
nity to impact more people for the 
gospel from that platform.” 

David Moon, pastor of Temple 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith, said 
Baltimore was his first convention.

“I’ve done pastors’ conferences 
each year, but I just did not relate 

to the speak-
ers. The con-
ferences I 
went to were 
not South-
ern Baptist. 
I’ve felt such 
a connection 
here being at 
the Southern 
Baptist Con-
vention,” he 
said.

M o o n ’ s 
wife, Mary, 
a d d e d , 
“ D a v i d 

was just saying how he wishes he 
would’ve started much earlier in life 
coming to the convention, and he 
wishes he would’ve brought the kids 
to introduce them to Southern Bap-
tist work.”

Kay Cox of Tom Cox World 
Ministries, Mountainburg, said she 
enjoys the Southern Baptist evange-
lists’ conference at the convention.

“Because we’re Southern Baptist 
evangelists, we came for the Confer-
ence of Southern Baptist Evange-

lists’ retreat 
on Saturday 
night where 
we inducted 
two new 
members into 
the Hall of 
Faith. One 
of those was 
Franklin Gra-
ham, whose 
son,  Ed -
ward, came 
to accept the 
award,” she 
said.

“The high-
light of the 

convention for me was yesterday at 
the pastors’ wife luncheon where 
Priscilla Shirer spoke. I wish every 
woman in Arkansas could’ve heard 
her speak. A teaching like that 
would inspire you to go another 
year. I think it’s what most of these 
pastors’ wives needed. It’s hard to be 
a minister’s wife,” Cox said.

Lisa Falknor, northwest region corre-
spondent for the Arkansas Baptist News, 
contributed to this story.

Ferrel Duffel, pastor of First Baptist Church, Atkins, and 
wife, Christy.

Ray Dean Davis, associational missionary for Tri-County 
Baptist Association in Wynne, and wife, Sheila.

Laramie LeQuieu, pastor of First Baptist Church, Rector, 
and wife, Kathy.

Nick Floyd, pastor of Cross Church, Fayetteville, and wife, 
Meredith.



w w w . a r ka n sa sb a p t i st . o r g 11SBC ANNUAL MEETING

Celebration, challenge mark WMU AM report
Julie Walters
Woman’s Missionary Union

BALTIMORE (BP) – Celebrating 
historic milestones and the high-
est offering ever for international 
missions was the focus of national 
Woman’s Missionary Union’s 
(WMU) report to the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

Wanda Lee, national WMU exec-
utive director/treasurer, and Debby 
Akerman, national president, said 
WMU wrapped up a yearlong cele-
bration of their 125th anniversary at 
this year’s missions celebration, June 
8-9, complete with historic tours in 
the area.

Days prior to the gathering, 100 

people toured sites in Virginia signif-
icant to Lottie Moon and her legacy 
as a pioneer missionary to China, 
and on June 9, some 600 people 
toured sites around Baltimore where 
Annie Armstrong lived and worked 
as the first leader for WMU, which 
was founded in 1888.

On June 8, WMU in conjunc-
tion with the International Mission 
Board and the North American Mis-
sion Board, sponsored the first joint 
commissioning service at a national 
event in 25 years, encompassing 
more than 100 new missionaries. 
At least two Arkansas Baptists were 
commissioned during the service.

“It is a privilege to work with the 
two mission boards to inspire and 

challenge churches to share the gos-
pel with a waiting world,” Lee said. 
“Will you join us? The world is truly 
in desperate need of the gospel, and 
we have it in our hands.”

WMU also celebrated and 
thanked Southern Baptists for the 
largest amount ever given to the Lot-
tie Moon Christmas Offering for 
International Missions, more than 
$154 million in 2013.

“When the women organized 
as WMU in 1888 and accepted 
the challenge of raising funds for 
a church in Cuba and for women 
to help Lottie Moon in China,” 
Akerman said, “I know they never 
dreamed an offering of this size 
would be the result many years later. 

And yet, because they were faithful 
in their day, we have the opportu-
nity to continue their legacy today 
in our giving.”

Lee reported that during the 
WMU missions celebration on 
Monday, Akerman of Myrtle Beach, 
S.C., was re-elected to a fifth and 
final term as president of national 
WMU, and Linda Cooper of Bowl-
ing Green, Ky., was elected as record-
ing secretary. Cooper follows Rosalie 
Hunt of Guntersville, Ala., a retired 
international missionary who served 
as recording secretary the past five 
years.

Julie Walters is the corporate commu-
nications team leader for WMU, based 
in Birmingham, Ala.

2014 SBC Pastors’ Conference: Show Us Your Glory
BALTIMORE – The 2014 Southern 
Baptist Convention Pastors’ Confer-
ence, themed Show Us Your Glory, 
concluded much as it began with 
speakers calling attendees to live 
passionately for Christ and to lead 
others to make disciples.

The June 8-9 sessions in the Balti-
more Convention Center preceded 
the June 10-11 annual meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Message highlights:
“Jesus is the glory of God, and 

anytime we want the gospel to be 
sent to the ends of the earth, we are 
saying we want the Lord Jesus and 
His glory to be absolutely felt by all 
the nations of the world.”

– Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross 
Church, northwest Arkansas

“No matter what situation, if you 
are not a grateful person, you are not 
walking in the will of God.” 

– H.B. Charles, pastor of Shiloh 
Metropolitan Baptist Church in 
Jacksonville, Fla.

“You want God more than any-
thing else. You long for God over 
and above everything else. You plead 

to see and know and experience 
more and more and more of His 
glory. I want that to be true in my 
life. I want it to be true in the church 
that I lead.”

– David Platt, pastor of The 
Church at Brook Hills in Birming-
ham, Ala.

“Thirty-six thousand of the 
46,000 Southern Baptist churches 
(baptized) no teenagers. Let that 
continue, and we’ll see where the 
next generation lands. We’ve got to 
make much of the gospel.”

– Johnny Hunt, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Woodstock, Ga.

“If you are a pastor of a church 
that is always on call and cannot 
ever turn off your phone, and ev-
erybody has to have access to you, 
then you have created a train wreck 
of your life and you are headed to 
destruction.”

– Clayton King, founder and 
president of Crossroads camps and 
Clayton King Ministries in Shelby, 
N.C.

Define God-glorifying resolve as a 
“commitment to see or make some-
thing happen based on what God 

wants to do based on His Word.”
– Eric Mason, lead pastor of 

Epiphany Fellowship in Philadel-
phia.

“The greatest potential for the 
kingdom of God is not in the pulpit, 
but in the congregation.” 

– J.D. Greear, lead pastor of The 
Summit Church in Durham, N.C.

“He wants to use us to take the 
blood of the Lamb and the word 
of our testimony and share it with 
those who desperately need it. ... 
It’s good news. (W)e are taking the 
greatest news on the planet to the 
world that Jesus wants to save and 
died and gave His blood for. That’s 
as simple as it is.”

– Alex Himaya, pastor of the-
Church.at in Tulsa, Okla. 

“Pain is God’s megaphone. There 
is no testimony without a test. There 
is no message without a mess. There 
is no impact without criticism. It is 
not by accident that the most blessed 
ministries are also the most attacked 
ministries.” 

– Rick Warren, pastor of Saddle-
back Church in Lake Forest, Calif.

“The holy hour of worship is a 

time and a place for God to rend the 
heavens and come down. Nothing 
else will substitute. We have settled 
for less, and we have forgotten how 
to blush about it.”

– James MacDonald, pastor of 
Harvest Bible Church in Chicago 

“Movements start when founders 
really know God, but movements 
die when the followers only know 
the founder.”

– Francis Chan, author, speaker 
and former pastor of Cornerstone 
Community Church in Simi Val-
ley, Calif.

Pastors’ Conference officers
Attendees elected the following 

officers to lead the 2015 Pastors’ 
Conference in Columbus, Ohio: 
Willie Rice, pastor of Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Clearwater, Fla., 
president; Jeremy Westbrook, pastor 
of Living Hope Church in Marys-
ville, Ohio, vice president, and Drew 
Landry, pastor of Spotswood Baptist 
Church in Fredericksburg, Va., trea-
surer.

Compiled from reporting by the Ar-
kansas Baptist News and Baptist Press.

LifeWay’s Rainer addresses Glorieta sale in report
BALTIMORE (BP) – During his re-
port at the Southern Baptist Con-
vention Annual Meeting in Balti-
more, LifeWay Christian Resources 
President and CEO Thom S. Rainer 
explained LifeWay’s decision to sell 
the Glorieta Conference Center in 
New Mexico.

In response to a messenger’s 
question, Rainer relayed a report 
he had received from Glorieta 2.0, 
the Christian camping ministry that 
bought the conference center from 
LifeWay last year. Attendance at the 
center is up this year, he said, and 
“literally tens of thousands will be 
reached for the gospel.”

John Yarbrough, a messenger 
from First Baptist Church of Car-
rollton, Texas, owns a cabin on land 
leased from the conference center. 

He turned down an extension of 
that lease and an offer from Glorieta 
2.0 to buy the cabin. 

He asked Rainer to provide what 
Ya r b ro u g h 
called “fair 
m a r k e t 
value” for 
the struc-
ture. Rainer 
t h a n k e d 
Ya r b ro u g h 
for his ques-
tion, and ex-
plained the 
decision to 
sell the cen-
ter, which 
had lost money for years. 

LifeWay offered to sell the con-
ference center, which sits on 2,400 

acres, to every national Southern 
Baptist entity and state Baptist  
convention. 

When those offers were turned 
down, Life-
Way sold the 
property to 
a Christian 
ministry that 
p r o v i d e s 
outdoor ad-
venture ex-
p e r i e n c e s . 
At the time, 
the property 
was worth 
millions to 
developers, 

Rainer said, but LifeWay didn’t 
want to sell to a for-profit developer.

“I would rather see the gospel 

continue than to see a casino go on 
this sacred ground,” he said. 

Most of the leaseholders had 
a year-to-year lease at Glorieta, 
Rainer explained. The new owners 
offered to extend the leases or pur-
chase buildings built there for up to 
$100,000. Those are fair offers for 
structures on leased land, he said, 
especially since the new owners had 
no obligation to make those offers, 
which all but a handful of leasehold-
ers accepted.

“I’m always saddened when there 
are issues between brothers and sis-
ters in Christ,” Rainer said. “But 
quite frankly, to the best of our abil-
ity, ... we’ve handled it in a Christ-
like way, and we are grateful Glorie-
ta is continuing to see people won 
to Christ.”
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The Board of Trustees of Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc.  
announce the formation of a  
committee to select the ministry’s 
President/Treasurer elect.

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc. cares for children 
in crisis in residential care at five locations across  

Tennessee and a state-wide foster care program. The  
President/Treasurer provides leadership and general  

supervision to this 123 year old ministry as approved and 
directed by the Board of Trustees.

Applications and nominations are being accepted during 
June and July 2014. To be considered, all applications and 

nominations must be received by the close of business 
Thursday, July 31st.

For detailed information regarding qualifications, skills and 
position duties, as well as the TBCH Employment  

application please see  
www.tbch4kids.org/presidentialsearch.html

Interested candidates are requested to complete the TBCH 
Employment Application and forward it to 

president@tbch4kids.org or mail to: 
“President/Treasurer Search”; P.O. Box 2206,  

Brentwood, TN 37024

continued from page one
SBC
which saw a 35 percent decrease in 
attendance from 2012 to 2013. The 
2012 annual meeting in New Or-
leans drew 7,868 messengers.

Arkansas Baptist messengers mak-
ing the trip to Baltimore numbered 
172, which was ranked 11th among 
state conventions. The number 
marks the second consecutive year 
of decline in attendance for Arkan-
sas messengers. Arkansas Baptist 
messengers numbered 186 in 2013, 
while numbering 248 in New Or-
leans in 2012.

Floyd elected
Floyd, pastor of Cross Church in 

northwest Arkansas, was elected on 
the first ballot with 51.62 percent 
of the vote. Maryland Pastor Den-
nis Manpoong Kim received 40.70 
percent of the vote, while Kentucky 
Pastor Jared Moore received 5.91 
percent.

“I want to see revival come to the 
Church of Jesus Christ,” Floyd said 
at a news conference following his 
election, “so that America would 
be awakened with a powerful God 
consciousness where great numbers 
come to faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ as Savior.”

At the conclusion of the news 
conference, Floyd issued a “Call to 
Columbus” – calling for revival and 
encouraging Southern Baptists to 
pray as the convention approaches 
its 2015 meeting in Ohio (see relat-
ed story, Page 9).

Luter sermon
Preaching from Psalm 80:18-19, 

the passage for this year’s Restora-
tion and Revival Through Prayer 
theme, Luter said Southern Bap-
tists must repent of their failure to 
share the gospel with lost men and 
women.

“As your president for the past 
two years, my heart’s desire has been 
that God would make us one and 
that God would send revival and re-
newal through the churches of the 
Southern Baptist Convention,” said 
Luter, the SBC’s first African-Amer-
ican president.

Page address
Page told messengers about a 

strategy for world evangelism and 
discipleship called Great Commis-
sion Advance. A key component of 
the strategy is Cooperative Program 
(CP), Page said. He reported that the 
Executive Committee will soon re-
duce its CP allocation for the third 
time during his tenure as president 
in order to send more money to 
Southern Baptist ministries at home 
and abroad.

“I’ll drop the Cooperative Pro-
gram if you can show me something 
else that long-term is effective and 
engages every church concurrently 
and consistently in an Acts 1:8 strat-
egy,” Page said. “Show it to me, and 
I’ll support it. ... But I haven’t found 
it yet.”

Page said the average CP gift 

among Southern Baptist churches 
rose for the first time in two decades 
to 5.50 percent.

Resolutions
The convention adopted nine 

resolutions on topics ranging from 
transgender identity to payday lend-
ing, church revitalization, global 
hunger relief, the 50th anniversary 
of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and ca-
sinos and lotteries (see related story, 
Page 7).

The resolution on transgender 
identity affirmed “God’s good de-
sign that gender identity is deter-
mined by biological sex and not by 
one’s self-perception.” The resolu-
tion invited transgender persons “to 
trust in Christ and to experience re-
newal in the gospel” and opposed 
all efforts to “validate transgender 
identity as morally praiseworthy.”

SWBTS Muslim student
On two occasions, messengers ad-

dressed the recent decision of South-
western Baptist Theological Semi-
nary President Paige Patterson to 
admit a Muslim student, contrary to 
the seminary’s admission policy of 
admitting only Christians. During 
Patterson’s report to the convention, 
a messenger requested a “straightfor-
ward explanation” of the decision.

In response, Patterson apolo-
gized to the convention, saying, “I 
made an exception to a rule that 
I assumed, probably wrongly, the 
president has a right to make.” The 
student is not funded by CP money 
and is “very open to the gospel,” Pat-
terson said.

The decision to violate admis-
sion policy was motivated in part by 
a desire to win the student to Jesus, 
Patterson said. He said he will tell 
God on judgment day: “I violated 
a policy, but I didn’t want to stand 
before You with blood on my hands. 
Dear God, I did the best that I knew 
how.”

Steve James, chairman of South-
western’s board of trustees, told mes-
sengers that trustees will discuss con-
cerns about the Muslim student’s 
admission at meetings in September 
and October. James requested prayer 
for Patterson and the seminary.

In other matters:
– Messengers elected Clint Press-

ley, pastor of Hickory Grove Baptist 
Church in Charlotte, N.C., as first 
vice president and Hance Dilbeck, 
pastor of Quail Springs Baptist 
Church in Oklahoma City as second 
vice president. The convention re-
elected John Yeats as recording sec-
retary and Jim Wells as registration 
secretary.

– Announced the Crossover evan-
gelistic push in Baltimore preceding 
the annual meeting yielded 214 sal-
vation decisions. More than 2,300 
volunteers participated in Crossover 
in partnership with 32 local church-
es.

– The CP exhibit featured a se-
ries of panel discussions projected 
on high-definition screens in the ex-
hibit hall and streamed on the Inter-
net. Nearly 125 panelists addressed 

such topics as Southern Baptist co-
operation, international missions, 
church planting theological educa-
tion, ethnic diversity, social justice 
and sexuality.

– The International Mission 
Board (IMB) presentation focused 
on God’s work in Cuba and fea-
tured testimonies from Cuban be-
lievers. IMB President Tom Elliff re-
ported that more than 6,000 church-
es were planted overseas last year in 
conjunction with national partners. 
Last year the average IMB mission-
ary helped lead 49 people to faith 
in Christ, led 24 new converts to be 
baptized, helped mentor at least five 
potential leaders and was involved 
in discipleship with 90 people.

– The North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) presentation high-
lighted a Baltimore church revital-
ization effort and a church plant in 
Montreal that grew to 700 worship-
pers in its first year. “We are abso-

lutely committed to planting evan-
gelistic churches all across America,” 
NAMB President Kevin Ezell said. 
NAMB also presented a new evange-
listic conversation guide developed 
by Jimmy Scroggins, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in West Palm Beach, 
Fla.

– Golden Gate Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary President Jeff Iorg 
told messengers that the seminary 
plans to announce the site of its new 
Southern California main campus 
later this summer.

– Messengers proposed 17 mo-
tions, six of which were referred 
to SBC entities for consideration. 
A motion asking churches to “pray 
passionately and regularly for per-
secuted Christians” was adopted by 
unanimous consent. Ten motions 
were ruled out of order. See related 
story Page 6.

Compiled from Arkansas Baptist 
News and Baptist Press reports.

Newly elected 2014 officers of the Southern Baptist Convention are (from left): Jim Wells, registra-
tion secretary; John L. Yeats, recording secretary; Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, president; Clint Pressley, pastor of Hickory Grove Baptist Church in Charlotte, N.C., first 
vice president, and Hance Dilbeck, pastor of Quail Springs Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, second 
vice president.
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Arkansas Baptists in Baltimore

Clockwise from top left: Clay Hallmark, pastor of First Baptist Church, Marion, and former president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, shares during the Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary 
luncheon June 10; James Forbis, resident minister with the Cross Church School of Ministry and student at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary based in Louisville, Ky.; Eric Ramsey, president of 
Tom Cox World Ministries (TCWM) in Mountainburg and immediate past president of the Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists (COSBE) speaks during a meeting of COSBE in Baltimore; Danny Allen, 
pastor of Rison Baptist Church, Rison, attends the Baptist 21 luncheon June 10; Gwen Hollingsworth, wife of Gary Hollingsworth, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock; James Carter, a deacon 
at First Baptist Church, Russellville, and father-in-law of Greg Sykes, pastor of First Baptist, came to Baltimore with his daughter, son-in-law and their three children. Photos by Arkansas Baptist News staff
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B21 panel discusses issues facing Church, ministers
BALTIMORE – America’s culture is 
changing and according to the panel 
of the Baptist 21 (B21) luncheon, 
held June 10 during the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) Annual 
Meeting in Baltimore, some changes 
can be helpful in the spread of the 
gospel, while some can be detrimen-
tal, and Christians must be ready to 
address both in order to carry out 
the Great Commission.

Nearly 1,000 people attended 
the sold-out event, which is held 
each year during the annual meet-
ing. This year’s panelists included 
R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of 
The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky.; Thom 
Rainer, president of LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources based in Nashville, 
Tenn.; Matt Chandler, lead pastor 
at the multisite Village Church in 
Texas and president of the Acts 29 
Network; David Platt, pastor of The 
Church at Brook Hills in Birming-
ham, Ala., and Daniel L. Akin, pres-
ident of Southeast-
ern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary 
in Wake Forest, 
N.C..

B21 is a net-
work of, mostly 
young adult, Bap-
tist ministers, 
church planters 
and educators, 
which according 
to their website, 
“contend for ‘the 
faith once for all 
delivered to the 
saints’ (Jude 3). We embrace our 
past, believing this faith has been 
proclaimed in our Southern Baptist 
heritage. We work in the present, be-
lieving the kingdom effectiveness of 
Southern Baptists will be in propor-
tion to our fidelity to the gospel. We 
cooperate for the future, believing 
the only hope for the people of the 
world is the gospel of King Jesus.”

This year’s panel was moderated 
by Jonathan Akin, pastor of Fair-
view Church in Lebanon, Tenn.. 

Akin asked numerous questions re-
garding social, cultural, political and 
religious issues facing the modern 
Christian Church. 

One of the topics discussed was 
how the Church should address 
homosexuality and the issue of gay 
marriage. The question was asked 
in light of the recent controversy 
involving New Heart Community 
Church in La Mirada, Calif. in 
which the church’s pastor, Danny 
Cortez, told the church’s congrega-
tion that he no longer believed all 
homosexuality was sinful, partly due 
to his own son coming out as gay.

Chandler said pastors must rec-
ognize they may have individuals in 
their congregations who are strug-
gling with homosexuality. He em-
phasized the necessity of pointing 
out sin without harboring judgment 
and withholding love, especially in 
regard to pastors and church leaders.

“When you talk condescendingly 
or ignorantly and lack compassion, 

you push people 
who struggle into 
themselves so they 
feel unsafe to con-
fess, unsafe to seek 
out help, unsafe to 
be honest,” Chan-
dler said. “You 
create an environ-
ment in which the 
healing of people 
by the power of 
the Holy Spirit 
through the proc-
lamation of the 
Word becomes ex-

tremely difficult, if not impossible.”
Mohler emphasized Scripture’s 

“specificity,” on the issue of homo-
sexuality and claimed it is impossi-
ble for Christians to look the other 
way on the issue in the name of com-
passion.

“It’s not kindness to throw people 
into the pits of hell – it’s kindness 
to know that we’re sinners and ul-
timate kindness to say, ‘There’s a 
remedy for that sin, and His name 
is Jesus,’” Mohler said.

Mohler said the lack of the “cul-
tural Christianity,” of past genera-
tions makes the task of speaking 
truth and preaching the gospel today 
more important than ever.

“A generation is coming that was 
never deceived by cultural Christi-
anity,” Mohler said. “Every single 
new believer is going to be hard won 
by the old continual task of telling 
people the gospel story.”

“The key for us right now,” Dan-
iel Akin said, “is hold the line on 
biblical truth – we cannot compro-
mise on this. We all see the tides 
coming on issues related to univer-
salism, inerrancy (of Scripture) and 
gender understanding. We must 
speak the truth, but we speak the 
truth in love.”

Jonathan Akin asked Mohler to 
comment on a recent case of sex-
ual abuse within Sovereign Grace 
church network in which a youth 
worker was convicted of sexual 
abuse, which allegedly went unre-
ported by the organization.

“If you get any report of any kind 
of sexual abuse, certainly involving 
a minor, be committed that before 
you leave that room, you’re going to 
dial 911,” Mohler said. “We’re not 
in the position of being investigative 
agents.”

Calling it a “gospel ministry stew-
ardship imperative,” Mohler said 
churches need to “create a safe place 
where people can come and report 
this kind of thing, knowing we’re 
going to respond in the right way.”

Akin asked the panelists to com-
ment on the idea that the rise of 
church planting in North America 
has led to a lack of excitement or 
emphasis on church revitalization 
within the convention.

Church planting and church revi-
talization “should not be in conflict 
with one another, and they certainly 
shouldn’t be in competition with 
one another,” Rainer said. “Our 
theology should drive us, compel us, 
to share the good news of Christ. 
… The reality is we are reaching less 
people for Christ. There can be no 
doubt about that.”

Mohler noted recent statis-
tics show while baptism numbers 
throughout the convention are 
declining, children are the fastest 
growing demographic being bap-
tized. Mohler said the statistic shows 
that we are reaching “our own off-
spring,” but that we need to do more 
to reach those outside of our own 
households and churches.

Compiled with Arkansas Baptist 
News and Baptist Press reports.

From left: Daniel L. Akin, president of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, 
N.C.; David Platt, pastor of The Church at Brook Hills in Birmingham, Ala.;  Matt Chandler, lead pastor 
at the multisite Village Church in Texas and president of the Acts 29 Network; Thom Rainer, president of 
LifeWay Christian Resources based in Nashville, Tenn.; R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky., and Jonathan Akin, pastor of Fairview Church in Lebanon, 
Tenn., who served as moderator of the panel. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

continued from page 6
MOTIONS
Resources cease selling the book 
“Heaven is for Real” in its stores and 
online.

Two motions were ruled out of 
order because they do not follow 
the convention’s rules for support 
of outside causes:

– That the SBC endorse youth 
organizations Trail Life USA and 
American Heritage Girls, brought 
by Daniel Sigler of North Park Bap-
tist Church in Evansville, Ind.

– That messengers encourage 
their churches to pray for and con-
sider becoming part of My Hope 
with Billy Graham.

A motion from Brad Atkins of 
First Baptist Church in Powdersville, 
S.C., was ruled out of order because 

it would violate the convention’s 
business and financial plan:

– That seminary presidents and 

trustees consider allocating 1 per-
centage point of their Cooperative 
Program allocation to the Interna-

tional Mission Board as a way of 
honoring outgoing President Tom 
Elliff.

A R K A NSA S BA PTISTS IN BA L TIM OR E

Newly elected members of the Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists are (front row from 
left): Recording secretary, Kay Cox, Tom Cox World Ministries (TCWM), Mountainburg; president, 
Richard Hamlet, Global Ministries Fellowship, Memphis, Tenn.; assistant music director, Gaye 
Ramsey, wife of Eric Ramsey, president of TCWM; Tom Cox, founder of TCWM. Back row from left: 
secretary-treasurer, David Stockwell, David Stockwell Evangelistic Association, Katy, Texas; music 
director, Amy Stockwell, David Stockwell Evangelistic Association, and vice-president, Phil Glisson, 
Phil Glisson Ministries, Memphis, Tenn. Jerry Gay (right) of the North Pulaski Baptist Association, 
North Little Rock, talks with outgoing Southern Baptist Convention President Fred Luter.
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Ouachita Bapt. Univ. approves new faculty

WBC’s Harthorn named to Ark. Humanities Council
WALNUT RIDGE – Steven Har-
thorn, assistant professor of English 
at Williams Baptist Col-
lege, has been appointed to 
the Arkansas Humanities 
Council (AHC). Harthorn 
will serve as a director of 
the cohort’s 24-member 
board of directors. 

The Arkansas Humani-
ties Council, which is an 
independent affiliate of 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, works 
to promote understanding and ap-

preciation of the humanities in 
Arkansas. A primary way the com-

mittee does so is by awarding 
grants to organizations that 
are undertaking humanities 
projects to educate Arkansas 
audiences. 

The AHC also sponsors 
and publicizes a number of 
other humanities outreach 
initiatives throughout the 
state. 

In order to join the coun-
cil, Harthorn was nominated 

and asked to submit a statement dis-

cussing his interests in the humani-
ties and his willingness to serve on 
the council. He also had to be ap-
proved by the already-serving board 
of directors.

“Efforts are made to ensure that 
the board represents the population 
of the state as much as possible. We 
have people from every region rep-
resenting a range of both academic 
and nonacademic pursuits,” Har-
thorn said.

Harthorn’s main responsibility 
is reviewing grant applications that 
come from groups around the state. 

He will also aid in setting poli-
cies and governing business of the 
council, as well as representing the 
organization at various humanities 
activities around Arkansas.

“For me, it’s a tremendous op-
portunity to get to know many won-
derful people in the humanities and 
learn more about the many exciting 
projects going on throughout the 
state. It’s also a great way for me to 
represent Williams,” Harthorn said.

Harthorn will serve at least one 
three-year term, with the option of 
serving a second round.

ABCHomes dedicates new family care home
JONESBORO – A little rain and 
storms didn’t dampen the spirits 
of more than 75 supporters who 
recently gathered to dedicate the 
new Jonesboro Family Care Home, 
a ministry of Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes).

The home, designed for single 
mothers and their children, offi-
cially opened its doors with a June 
10 dedication/ribbon cutting cer-
emony. To date, three families have 
moved into the home.

“By the end of the month, we’ll 
be full as we move in one family 
each week,” shared James Barham, 
Jonesboro area director. “I believe 
this ministry will provide a safety 
net and place to start over for many 
single mothers who are struggling.”

The home was built in memory 
of the late A.H. “Buck” Rusher, for-
merly of Jonesboro, who was a faith-
ful and generous supporter of AB-
CHomes. Central Baptist Church of 

Jonesboro donated the land for the 
home.

“It (the home) was birthed in 
prayer, became a vision and is now a 
reality,” said Rusher’s widow, Pam, 
to a packed crowd in the home’s 
family room during the dedication 
ceremony. “Seeing the walls filled 
with the Scriptures is a reminder to 
give thanks in all things, and today 
we celebrate the husbandless and 
fatherless who will be molded into 
stronger families.”

Among attendees of the dedica-
tion event were more than 25 mem-
bers of the Rusher family; donors; 
ABCHomes staff, board members 
and friends; Jonesboro Chamber 
of Commerce staff; state Sen. John 
Cooper, and state representative 
candidate Robin Lundstrum.

Speaking at the dedication event,  
John Ross, ABCHomes develop-
ment officer, thanked each donor 
for their contribution and requested 
their prayers. 

The 7,000-square-foot home fea-
tures seven private suites, a family 
room, a playroom, a kitchen with 
seven refrigerators, a dining room, 
a playground and a computer area. 
Each of the suites has a bedroom 
with two single beds, plus a hallway 
leading to a private bathroom and 
children’s bedroom with bunkbeds.

The home will assist single-parent 
mothers and their children through 

residential group care, mentoring, 
financial planning, teaching, coun-
seling and referral to valuable com-
munity resources. 

“ABCHomes staff will offer sup-
portive counsel for every mother 
and child,” noted Barham. “Assis-
tance will be provided in goal set-
ting, budgeting, parenting, home-
making, spiritual growth and rela-
tionship building, among others.”

ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita Bap-
tist University’s board of trustees ap-
proved three new faculty members 
and honored two retiring faculty 
members during the board’s June 
12 meeting.

New faculty members include 
Drew Hampton, assistant professor 
of theater arts in the School of Fine 
Arts; Justin Keeler, instructor of fi-
nance in the Hickingbotham School 
of Business, and Brandon O’Brien, 
assistant professor of Christian 
theology in the Pruet School of 
Christian Studies. O’Brien also was 
named director of the new Ouachi-
ta Baptist University at New Life 
Church program in Conway.

Retiring faculty members recog-
nized with emeriti status were Jim 
Dann and his wife, Sally, both of 
whom have served as assistant pro-
fessors of kinesiology and leisure 
studies.

In other personnel-related ac-
tions, board members approved Ste-
ven Bostick’s new position as men’s 
and women’s head swimming and 
diving coach and appointed Jon 

Secrest to the endowed Addie Mae 
Maddox Chair of Music.

In other board actions, trustees 
adopted the university’s proposed 
operating budget for 2014-2015 of 
about $34.96 million, a 2.5 percent 
increase over the previous year’s op-
erating budget of about $34 million.

President Rex Horne shared up-
dates about new academic programs, 
including the launch of classes in 
August for the Ouachita Baptist 
University at New Life Church As-
sociate of Arts program in Conway 
and Ouachita’s online degree pro-
grams in business and Christian 
studies slated to begin in October.

He also cited several campus con-
struction projects, including Cliff 
Harris Stadium, which is scheduled 
to be completed in time for the fall 
2014 football season. A ground-
breaking ceremony was held in con-
junction with the board meeting for 
the new Ben M. Elrod Center for 
Family and Community with con-
struction set to begin next month. 
Renovation is under way for the 
Rosemary Adams Department of 

OBU AT NLC - New Life Church (NLC) in Conway hosted a dedication and ribbon-cutting cer-
emony June 10 to celebrate a new educational partnership between NLC and Ouachita Baptist 
University (OBU). OBU at NLC will offer Associate of Arts degrees in general studies and Christian 
ministry with in-depth opportunities for students to serve with and be mentored by NLC pastoral 
staff in hands-on ministry experience. NLC, with cooperation from supporters from the Conway 
community, will award scholarships to the inaugural class of students. Other scholarships will 
be awarded based on academic achievement. NLC will fund two full-tuition scholarships for 
students planning to enter full-time ministry after college. Visit www.obu.edu/newlifechurch.

Visual Arts in Moses-Provine Hall.
Trustees also heard brief updates 

from the deans of Ouachita’s seven 

academic schools as well as mem-
bers of the Ouachita Administrative 
Council.

A dedication/ribbon cutting ceremony was held June 10 for the new Jonesboro Family Care Home.

Harthorn

ABSC ENTITIES
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of July.
◆ July 7: Kevin J., OBU Box 3427, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Central Asia. 

Burnett, 95, dies after 70 years of ministry
WILLIAM M. BURNETT, 95, of 
Beebe, died June 6 in Shawnee, 
Kan. 

Born Dec. 2, 1918, in Prairie 
Grove, he graduated from Ouachita 
Baptist University in Arkadelphia 
and attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas.

He started his 70-year ministry 
hitchhiking to his churches from 
Ouachita on the weekend. 

Churches he pastored included 
First Baptist Church, Beebe; First 

Baptist Church, Judsonia, and Valley 
Baptist Church, Searcy, among oth-
ers. 

He served as the first associational 
missionary for Calvary Baptist Asso-
ciation from 1963 to 1980.

According to his obituary, he was 
a “lifelong scholar, reading, writing, 
and studying.” 

In addition, the obituary shared 
that he told good stories and loved 
the Bible, Shakespeare, Kipling, Ten-
nyson and Dr. Seuss. 

He was preceded in death by his 

parents, a brother and a sister. He 
is survived by his wife, Nancy; three 
daughters; five grandchildren; a sis-
ter-in-law, and many other relatives 
and friends.

A service was held June 9 in the 
chapel at Westbrook Funeral Home. 

Memorials may be made to First 
Baptist Church, Beebe.

Burnett recently had been hon-
ored during a May 19 breakfast held 
at First Baptist Church, Beebe. The 
event was attended by many area pas-
tors and other guests.

Church life
First Baptist Church, Kingsland, 

will hold vacation Bible school from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. July 6-10.

New Hope Baptist Church, 
Black Rock, will host a homecoming 
celebration and noteburning July 
5-6 to observe the church’s 170th 
anniversary. The theme is United in 
Christ We Stand. The celebration 
will take place from 10:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. July 5 and from 9:45 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. July 6. Those attending on 
Sunday are encouraged to dress in 
fashions worn during the past 170 
years. Everyone is invited to attend 
events and attendees are asked to 
bring a recipe for a cookbook that 
will commemorate the anniversary. 
For information, call 870-809-0142.

First Baptist Church, Heber 
Springs, will honor Lloyd Blanton 
for 50 years of ministry in a special 
service at 6 p.m. June 29 in the wor-
ship center. He is a member of First 
Baptist and serves as pastor of the 

Milestones
Three students with Arkansas 

ties received degrees from Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary 
May 23. Stephen Joseph Chapman, 
a Ouachita graduate, received a 
Master of Arts in intercultural min-
istries. Elena Catherine Cowsert 
Key, a Ouachita graduate, received 
a Master of Arts in educational lead-
ership. Ryan Scott Rindels received 

church’s mission. The Blanton fam-
ily will sing and Lloyd will preach 
the evening message, which will be 
followed by a fellowship.

a Master of Divinity. He is also the 
recipient of the LifeWay Pastoral 
Leadership Award. His wife, Janai, a 
Williams Baptist College graduate, 
is the daughter of Brent and Linda 
Powell. Powell is pastor of New Hope 
Baptist Church, Black Rock. Rindels 
and his wife are employed by the 
seminary and are North American 
Mission Board church planters in 
Nape, Calif.

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Creede Baptist Church, Creede, Colo., is search-
ing for a full-time pastor. For information, visit 
our website at creedebaptistchurch.org or contact 
J.C. Banks at 719-588-2222. 

Star Hope Baptist Church, Elsberry, Mo., an af-
filiated SBC congregation, is looking for a pastor 
who (a) supports the Cooperative Program and 
(b) embraces the tenets of the “2000 Baptist Faith 
and Message.” Some seminary training desired. 
Interested applicants should send their resume to 
shbc@starhope.org. 

First Baptist Church in Horatio recently com-
pleted intentional interim program; now seeking 
full-time pastor. $35,000 per year with parson-
age. Please mail resumes to T.B. Ray, 2301 N. 9th 
St., De Queen, AR 71832. Include CDs and/or DVDs 
of three or more sermons if possible. 

Cornerstone Baptist Church, Texarkana, Ark., is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to CBC Search Committee, 3900 
Union Road, Texarkana, AR 71854 or email CSBap-
tist@aol.com. 

Grand Avenue Baptist Church in Hot Springs is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resume 
to grandchurch@gmail.com.

Cherry Street Baptist Church of Clarksville is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Parsonage available. 
Please send resume to Cherry Street Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, 
AR 72830 or email to cherrystbaptist@centurytel.
net. 

First Baptist Church of Floyd is seeking a bi-
vocational or full-time pastor. As the Lord 
leads, please send your resume to FBC of Floyd, 
Pastor Search Committee, 1198 Highway 31, Ro-
mance, AR 72136. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is seeking a 
bi-vocational or full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to Trinity Baptist Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 3619 N. 6, Fort Smith, AR 72904 or email 
trinitybc2@juno.com.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Black River Baptist Association now receiving 
resumes for position of part-time association-
al missionary. Send resume to AM Search Black 
River Baptist Association, P.O. Box 310, Hoxie AR 
72433 or email to brba.ar@gmail.com. Resumes 
received till July 21, 2014. 

Calvary Baptist Church in North Little Rock is 
seeking a pianist for Sundays only.  Contact Mi-
chelle at 501-945-4174 for more information.

New Mexico Baptist Children’s Home is seeking 
a Christian couple to work as houseparents for 
a great group of kids. We offer a competitive salary 
with benefits plus room and board. If this is your 
calling, please contact Bill Marker at 575-359-
1254 or email bill.marker@nmbch.com.

Ellendale Baptist Church in the Memphis area 

is seeking a full-time associate pastor to 
preschoolers, children and youth. Resumes 
should  be sent to EBC, Attn: Personnel Committee, 
P.O. Box 487, Ellendale, TN 38029.

First Baptist Church of Salem is seeking a full-
time youth pastor. Please send resume to Sa-
lem First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 737 Salem, AR 
72576 or email us at salemfirstbaptist@gmail.com. 

South Side Baptist Church of Damascus is seek-
ing a part-time youth minister. Please send 
resume to South Side Baptist Church, Attn: Youth 
Committee, 153 Sulphur Road, Damascus, AR 
72039 or email to sstephens531@hotmail.com. 

Hindsville 1st Baptist Church in northwest 
Arkansas is seeking a bi-vocational paid po-
sition for a youth pastor. Send resume to 
scottsprmkr@aol.com or P.O. Box 113, Hindsville, 
AR 72738. 

Organist needed at Calvary Baptist Church in 
Benton. Contact Jerry Williams: 501-658-5593.

Otter Creek Community Church is seeking a 
part-time minister of music for Sunday 
morning “blended music style” worship service 
and Wednesday night choir practice. Please mail 
resumes to 13000 Quail Run Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72210, or email to info@theocchurch.com. 

White Oak Baptist Church in Walnut Ridge is 
looking for a part-time worship leader for 
our Sunday services - resumes may be emailed to 
whiteoakbaptist@att.net. 

First Baptist Church, Maumelle, is looking for a 
church pianist. Our services are blended with a 

35-voice choir that sings every Sunday. Our next 
pianist needs to be a dynamic Christian, good at 
reading music and creative with the instrument. 
Needed for two services on Sunday, as well as 
Wednesday nights for choir rehearsal. Contact 
Bruce Rodtnick at Rodtnick@comcast.net for more 
information. 

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a 
full-time youth minister. Send resume to 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 
71646 or email us at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.
net.

Central Baptist Church, Magnolia, is seeking 
a full-time family minister to children. 
Please email resumes to jasonmears@cbcmagno-
lia.org.

Connection Church in Spearfish, S.D., is a new 
church plant in search of a youth pastor. Being 
a new church plant, this is an area that is new and 
ready for leadership. For more information, please 
go to our website www.spearfishconnection.com 
and look under the ministry tab. 

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seeking 
a nursery worker for Sunday and Wednesday 
services. Those interested call 870-364-8459 or 
email smbcsecretary@windstream.net.

To advertise in the ABN classifieds, 
email steve@arkansasbaptist.org 

or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5161

Send your church 
news to the Arkansas Baptist News.
Email jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org. 
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Laura Macfarlan
women’s ministry director

First Baptist
Siloam Springs

In Ezekiel 34:2b-6, God’s people 
find themselves suffering, neglected 
and abandoned by the very leaders 
who were to care for them. 

Even now, we often find ourselves 
disappointed and even neglected by 
leaders in business, government and 
even ministry who may 
pursue selfish ends 
rather than fulfill their 
call to serve others. 

Lord, stir up our 
hearts to pray for our 
shepherds. Enable and 
equip those in key posi-
tions in business, gov-
ernment and ministry 
to “know the condition 
of (their) flocks” and 
“give careful attention 
to (their) herds” (Prov. 
27:23).

Ezekiel 34:11-16 re-
ports the scattering of God’s people. 
They are in dark places, injured and 
weak. God brings hope and assur-
ance: He will seek them out, bring 
them home and tend to their needs.  

Knowing God does not protect 
us from finding – or being driven 
to – places of darkness or danger. 
But we can rest in hopeful freedom 

– God will seek and save the lost. He 
will rescue us from our distress and 
even use our difficult circumstances 
for our good and, even more impor-
tantly, His glory. We serve a Savior 
who seeks us and promises to never 
leave or forsake us (Heb. 13:5).

Father, I’m so grateful 
there is nowhere I can go 
– and nowhere those I love 
can go – where You cannot 
find us! I praise You, the 
Savior who seeks us and 
frees us!

Ezekiel 34:22-24 
points to our future hope: 
God will reign supremely 
in victory! The Prince of 
Peace will return in maj-
esty, and His people will 
realize the fulfillment of 
our hope – complete free-
dom in Christ. Romans 

5:1 reminds us that peace with God 
is found only through Jesus. Because 
of Him, we “rejoice in the hope of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 5:2).

Jesus, Prince of Peace, thank You for 
Your sacrifice, and for making a way for 
us to have peace with God. Our hearts 
rejoice in both the freedom and the hope 
we have in You!

I am not the world’s boldest per-
son. All too often I lack confidence 
in myself. But I also lack confidence 
in the memory of others. I know 
how forgetful I am. What if some-
one else is the same? What if they 
forget something essential to my 
well-being? 

Such a mental-
ity may seem petty 
and self-centered, but 
the reality is that we 
all have this fear of 
being forgotten. It is 
not enough to be told 
once that we are accept-
able and accepted. We 
need to hear it again 
and again. We hunger 
for more than a single 
word of praise from a 
boss, teacher, mentor 
or friend to carry us 
through life’s challenges. 

We even need to be reminded 
that God has not forgotten us. 

I love that God meets us in that 
need. He offers reminder after re-
minder of His salvation. Then He 
reinforces those reminders with pas-
sages like Hebrews 6:17-20. In these 
verses, we find that, even though 

His character is enough to prove 
His faithfulness, God takes it a 
step further and offers us a promise 
bound by an oath. He does not do 
this because His character is ques-
tionable. He does it because He 
knows we need a hope to which we 
can cling!

And what is that 
hope? 

It is the hope that an-
swers our fear of being 
forgotten. 

Flip over to Hebrews 
10 and read verses 19-23. 
Now read them again. 
Do you see it? 

We can walk right up 
to the throne of God! 
We can enter His pres-
ence at any time! There 
is no chance we will ever 
be forgotten. Anytime 

we need a reassurance of His faith-
fulness, we can walk right in and ask 
for it. 

Yes, I lack confidence and bold-
ness. But God faithfully answers 
my uncertainty with this powerful 
truth: I belong in His presence. 

God is so faithful, and I am never 
forgotten.

Ann Hibbard
member

First Baptist 
Almyra

Our family spent the summer of 
1998 in Orlando, Fla. During that 
summer, wildfires burned almost a 
half million acres in the state.  

As we drove to Jacksonville, Fla.,  
for a weekend visit, we saw the devas-
tating aftermath of those fires. The 
“dry bones” described 
in Ezekiel 37 bring to 
mind the charred, skel-
etal remains of trees 
left behind by the fires. 

“Dry” is an apt de-
scription of our con-
dition without God. 
Lives once verdant 
with life can quickly 
become brittle, dry 
and seemingly lifeless 
when lived apart from 
Christ. As we abide in 
Him and entrench our-
selves in His Word, we can be “like 
a tree planted by streams of water” 
(Psa. 1:3). Our souls and our spirits 
are thriving, growing and full of life.  
A life yielded to Him does, indeed, 
“yield its fruit in season” (Psa. 1:3).

But many of us are prone to wan-
der – to enter our own dormant sea-
son and neglect God and His Word.

Have fiery circumstances inciner-
ated your delight or robbed you of 
your joy? Have hard things hardened 

your heart toward God? Have you 
reached a crisis of faith – a place of 
knowing God can fix or change your 
problems, but becoming resentful 
because He does not act?  Do the 
words “dry” or “charred” describe 
your faith? Do you feel spiritually 

dead, lifeless and distant 
from God?

Our return trip just 
two days later revealed a 
powerful picture of hope. 
Sprouting up among the 
blackened skeletons were 
patches of green through-
out the seemingly lifeless 
forest floor. The hope 
of new life was evident! 
The new growth was a re-
markable parable for the 
hope of new life we have 
in Christ.  

We can come to Him for salva-
tion – asking Him to take the ashen 
remains of our sinful choices in ex-
change for the beauty of new life, 
eternal life found only in Christ. 
And, as followers of Christ, we can 
keep coming back as new challenges 
and circumstances reveal a continu-
al need to return to Him, to abide 
in Him. We can experience the dry 
bones of our souls being regenerated 
with new life in Christ.  

In times of struggle and trials, I 
used to turn primarily to Psalms for 
comfort. David’s songs and prayers 
easily speak to the struggling soul, 
ultimately reminding the reader that 
God really is in control. 

A few years ago, 
though, a study of 1 
Peter directed me to a 
new source of comfort.

Consider the first 
words of 1 Peter 1:1 
with me: “Peter, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ.” 
Now ponder who this 
Peter was. He was the 
hotheaded apostle. He 
was the one who spoke 
before he thought. And 
he was the one who had 
betrayed Jesus.  

Peter was such a pas-
sionate man. I can imagine that he 
felt highs and lows very profoundly. 
The fantastic highs allowed him to 
stand on top of the world, ready to 
do anything. 

But I imagine the lows suffocated 
him. And we know that Peter en-
dured the lowest of lows when he 
experienced the death of his dear-
est Friend after betraying Him with 
curses. 

Yet this same man penned the 

precious words of 1 Peter 1:3-9.
How could such a passionate man 

find such certainty? How could a 
man who had known such crushing 
trials have such confidence? 

In the first few verses of 1 Peter, 
Peter lays the ground-
work by explaining our 
hope of salvation. But 
jump ahead to verse 
13. Here, Peter explains 
how we can trust in that 
hope by preparing our 
minds, remaining sober 
in spirit and fixing our 
hope. 

The passionate apos-
tle discovered the secret 
to stability in hope: fo-
cused faith. 

When Peter followed 
his emotions, they took 

him everywhere, even to denial. 
When he focused on the truth of 
Jesus Christ’s promise of salvation, 
however, he was able to focus his 
passion as well, turning it into the 
praise and rejoicing we read of in 
1 Peter.

The words of Psalms grant us 
comfort in suffering. But 1 Peter 
provides tools, showing us how to 
focus our minds in faith and turn 
our aching hearts toward hope.  

Ann Hibbard
member

First Baptist 
Almyra

God is faithful
HEBREWS 6:17-20, 10:19-23

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Hope of new freedom
EZEKIEL 34:2B-6, 11-16, 22-24

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Hope of new life
EZEKIEL 37:1-3, 11-14, 23-28

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Focused faith 
1 PETER 1:3-9, 13

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
JULY 13, 2014

Laura Macfarlan
women’s ministry director

First Baptist
Siloam Springs

JULY 6, 2014
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Eric Turner named next BRTC pres.
POCAHONTAS – Eric Turner, 
dean of adult education at Williams 
Baptist College, which is located in 
Walnut Ridge, has been named the 
next president of Black River Tech-
nical College (BRTC) in Pocahon-
tas.

The board of trustees of the 
college made the announcement 
Thursday, June 19, accord-
ing to The Times Dispatch 
newspaper in Pocahontas. 
Sue Gibson, board chair-
woman, made the an-
nouncement.

Turner was selected 
from a pool of 26 appli-
cants. 

Turner and Dennis Rit-
tle, provost and vice presi-
dent of learning at Ozarka 
College in Melbourne, 
were publically named fi-
nalists. 

Both candidates gave their presen-
tations last week, toured the campus 
and met with faculty and staff.

“We are very excited to have Eric 
joining the BRTC family as the new 
president,” said Gibson. “We had 
two excellent candidates, which 
made the decision a difficult one, 
but we feel that we have chosen the 
best fit for the college and the com-
munity.”

Turner has been with Williams 
Baptist College since 1997. He 
served at Williams as director of an-
nual giving and alumni relations, di-
rector of development and was vice 
president of institutional advance-
ment from 2003 to 2012, prior to 
being named dean of adult educa-
tion in 2012, according to The Times 

Dispatch.
He earned a baccalaure-

ate degree in history from 
Williams, a Master of Arts 
degree in history from Ar-
kansas State University and 
a Doctorate of Education 
in higher education admin-
istration from Vanderbilt 
University’s Peabody Col-
lege.

Turner is a native of 
Randolph County, active 
in the Pocahontas Rotary 
Club and a member of First 

Baptist Church, Pocahontas. 
He and his wife, Barbara, reside 

in Pocahontas with their daughter, 
Emma.

“Barbara, Emma and I are hum-
bled by the confidence placed in us, 
and we look forward to joining the 
BRTC family,” said Turner. 

“The opportunity to serve my 
hometown region in this capacity 
is highly meaningful to me and my 

family. We are honored and excited 
to be partnering with the college 
and the community as a whole,” he 
added.

Turner will be the third president 
of BRTC following Wayne Hatcher, 
whose contract ends June 30 after 
serving for three years, The Times 
Dispatch reported. Hatcher replaced 
long-time president Richard Gaines 
upon his retirement in 2011.

Turner’s starting date has not 
been announced.

Turner

Visit us online at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org

or on Facebook and Twitter as @arkbaptnews
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Super Summer
Students take part in Super Summer, an 
annual evangelistic/discipleship camp 
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and the band Citizen Way led worship. The 
theme – Switch – was based on the key 
verse John 3:30.
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