
Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901
EWS

Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Inside:
– Urban outreach critical today
– Evangelism Conf. Jan. 25-26 in LR
– Holy Land tour to bring Bible to life
– Multimillion gift Williams’ largest
– Wests’ return to field feels like home

Volume 114, Number 24 December 3, 2015

Inside:
– Urban outreach critical today
– Evangelism Conf. Jan. 25-26 in LR
– Holy Land tour to bring Bible to life
– Multimillion gift Williams’ largest
– Wests’ return to field feels like home

Volume 114, Number 24

Southern Baptists provide for
refugees along the Syrian border 

LMCO: Hope
for refugees

page 6

‘Persecution normal,’
Ripken tells Baptists 

Nik Ripken, missionary and author of “The Insanity of God: A True Story of Faith 
Resurrected,” speaks about persecution with attendees gathered at First Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs, for the Servants in the Crucible conference held Nov. 13-15. 
Photo by Jessica Vanderpool See PERSECUTION page 9

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HOT SPRINGS – “Persecu-
tion is not something you run 
away from, and it’s not some-
thing that you run toward. Per-
secution is like the sun coming 
up,” Nik Ripken told a crowd 
of about 300 at the Servants 
in the Crucible conference, 
held Nov. 13-15 at First Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs.

The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) partnered 
to make the event possible.

Ripken, author of “The In-
sanity of God: A True Story 
of Faith Resurrected” and 
“The Insanity of Obedience: 
Walking with Jesus in Tough 
Places,” added, “Persecution 
is neither bad, nor good. It’s 
how you use it, react toward 
it, think about it (that) gives it 
its value.”

The fact that “persecution is 
normal,” was just one of many 
principles Ripken shared with 
conference attendees.

The purpose of his Servants 

The ABN classi� eds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 12.
The ABN classi� eds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classi� ed ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Belview Baptist packs 1,200-plus shoe boxes

See WEBSITE page 8

Website to
broaden
ABSC reach
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) recently debuted a 
completely overhauled web-
site – still located at absc.org. 
The aim of the new site is to 
use technology to create better 
synergy between convention 
staff and the more than 1,500 
Southern Baptist churches in 

Arkansas.
Greg Ad-

dison, associ-
ate executive 
director of 
the ABSC, 
said the new 
website has 
been in the 
works for a 
few years and 

became one of his top priori-
ties upon coming aboard the 
convention’s staff in 2014.

“When I came on, that (the 
website) was one of the things 
on my to-do list that (ABSC 
Executive Director) Dr. (J.D. 
“Sonny”) Tucker had cast a vi-
sion for. … As we got into it, 
we realized it was time to move 
forward in our entire commu-
nication plan,” said Addison.

The ABSC’s redesigned 
website plays an important 
role in the convention’s recent 
reorganization and rebrand-
ing, according to Addison.

“We completely redesigned 
the philosophy of the website 
to be user-friendly not just for 
the staff, but to churches,” he 
said. “We also had it designed 
so that it would be a robust 
platform to handle resources.”

MELBOURNE – One thou-
sand boxes of hope. One 
thousand boxes of joy. One 
thousand boxes each 
filled with a little bit 
of Jesus. One awesome 
God who can do great 
things.

That is what Bel-
view Baptist Church 
in Melbourne experi-
enced as they packed 
Operation Christmas 
Child (OCC) shoe 
boxes. The church set a goal of 
packing 750 boxes, about 150 

more than they collected last 
year. But by the time they were 
done, they had packed 1,202 

boxes.
Not bad for a 

church that regularly 
has about 150 in wor-
ship on Sunday.

Jess Sumrall, pastor 
of Belview Baptist, said 
it all started with two 
women in the church, 
Charlotte Taylor and 
Linda McAnally, who 

head up the OCC ministry 
at Belview. Church members 

donate items year-round for 
a big yard sale that Taylor 
and McAnally hold every fall 
with all the proceeds going to 
OCC. That money, along with 
money from the church bud-
get, buys thousands of items in 
bulk that get packed into the 
shoe boxes.

Teenagers and children take 
part in the ministry with a box-
folding party, Sumrall said. 
They spend a Sunday night 
folding the flat cardboard 
boxes into boxes ready to be 
filled at the big event, the shoe 

box packing party.
Sumrall said the shoe box 

packing party is one of the 
church’s big events of the year. 
Hundreds of empty boxes are 
stacked up in front of an as-
sembly line of school supplies, 
necessities and toys, and peo-
ple from the church line up to 
fill the boxes. 

“Everyone from senior 
adults to preschoolers join 
in the fun to pack boxes and 
fellowship together,” he said, 

See SHOE BOXES page 8

in the Crucible conferences is 
to help local and global believ-
ers to “develop a Biblical mis-
siology of suffering,” as well as 
to “equip participants to be 
bold witnesses and to plant 
reproducing churches in envi-
ronments where there is perse-
cution,” according to Ripken’s 
website.

Bill Bullington, a former 
missionary and a member of 
First Baptist who has known 
Ripken for years, said he 
thinks the conference helped 
improve attendees’ under-
standing of the reality of “life 
and work in an environment 
of persecution.”

“I believe many of those 
who attended have experi-
enced long-term personal 
changes in their relationship 
with the Lord and will go 
deeper in the days ahead,” he 
said.

“What I want to do is I 
want to flip your worldview on 
persecution, and I want to flip 

Sumrall

Addison
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Pro-marriage professor 
faces possible dismissal
NORTHRIDGE, Calif. 
(BP) – A tenured, South-
ern Baptist professor at a 
university in California 
could face dismissal for 
allegedly “retaliating” 
against a student who 
complained about his 
support for traditional 
marriage. In June, Robert 
Oscar Lopez, an associate 
professor of English and 
classics at California State 
University -Northridge, 
learned university officials 
had spent eight months 
investigating him after stu-
dents complained about 
being exposed to a “hos-
tile learning environment” 
during a 2014 optional 
conference organized by 
Lopez at the school’s Rea-
gan Library. The confer-
ence, called “Bonds That 
Matter,” emphasized the 
importance for children 
of having both a mother 
and a father.

Montana Baptists to 
sell site, stay in Billings
BOZEMAN, Mont. (BP) 
– Montana Baptists are 
downsizing from their 
Billings headquarters for 
a building to better ac-
commodate their small-
er, less centralized staff, 
messengers voted at their 
2015 annual meeting. 
Fred Hewett, Montana 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention executive direc-
tor, said the current site 
is too large, as the office 
staff has decreased from 
about 12 to three since 
2008. “Fewer jointly fund-
ed missionaries and then 
dispersing them around 
the state so they would 
be more accessible to the 
field is why the building 
is today too large for us,” 
Hewett told Baptist Press. 
“But to be good stewards 
of the building, we de-
cided to sell it and real-
locate those equity dollars 
to a smaller building and  
other mission endeavors.”

 Urban outreach critical, IMB missionary says

International Mission Board mission-
ary Stephen Carpenter* shares with 
Arkansas Baptists recently in Hot 
Springs. *Name changed.

HOT SPRINGS – Jesus’ 
ministry was in the urban 
centers of His day, and so 
should Southern Baptists 
focus on today’s cities as 
they seek to evangelize the 
nations.

That was the message 
from an International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) missionary 
serving in Southeast Asia at 
the recent Cooperative Pro-
gram breakfast held during 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Annual 
Meeting at Hot Springs Bap-
tist Church, Hot Springs.

Stephen Carpenter* 
shared with pastors and 
other Arkansas Baptist lead-
ers about the IMB’s Global 
Cities Initiative and why it 
is critical today to reach the 
cities of the world for Jesus 
Christ.

“Over 55 percent of the 
world’s population lives in 
global urban centers, which 
is expected to rise to 66 
percent by 2050,” said Car-
penter, adding, “That’s the 
equivalent to one new Little 
Rock every day.” 

He said to meet this grow-
ing trend, the IMB is devel-
oping an intentional focus 
and coordination of teams 
in influential cities.

Carpenter and his family 
serve in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-
laysia, which has a population 
of 8-plus million comprised of 
38 percent Bumiputra natives 
(Malaysians and tribes), 43 
percent Chinese, 10 percent 
Indian and 9 percent non-Ma-
laysians.

Additionally, he said 21 per-
cent of Malaysia’s workforce is 
foreign, “making it the larg-
est migrant labor importer in 
Asia.” Many of these workers 
are from unreached people 
groups across the world.

He said cities always have 
been an “important element” 
in God’s history, pointing out 
the biblical account of God’s 
call to Jonah to go to Nineveh, 
Jesus’ ministry and Paul’s mis-
sionary strategy.

“Paul didn’t always go to 
the largest cities, but the most 
influential cities of his day,” 
Carpenter said. “The global-
ization of that day resembles 
the globalization of today.”

“We are moving toward 
Revelation 5 and 7; … the na-
tions will be gathered around 
the throne worshipping. It will 
happen. We know that. The 
question is whether or not we 
are going to be involved per-
sonally in that happening – in-
dividually, as churches, as pas-

tors,” he said, adding, “Could 
it be that God is orchestrating 
today’s urbanization and glo-
balization for His mission pur-
poses?”

Malaysia attracts migrants 
for many reasons, Carpenter 
explained.

“The cost of living is very 
affordable, and Malaysia is 
a major player in the oil in-
dustry. Many international 
companies are headquartered 

there,” he said, adding that 
Iranians living in the region 
“are some of the most re-
sponsive people to the gos-
pel right now” because it 
is considered a “moderate 
Muslim country.”

Carpenter concluded by 
sharing opportunities for in-
dividuals and churches to get 
involved in the ministry in 
Kuala Lumpur. Short-term 
opportunities include con-
ducting sports camps, pro-
viding education in refugee 
camps, doing evangelism, 
prayer walking and conduct-
ing pastors’ conferences. 
Long-term opportunities 
include teaching in interna-
tional schools, marketplace 
outreach by business profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs 
and serving as pastors.

He asked for Arkansas 
Baptists to commit to pray 
that God would open the 
hearts of the people of Kuala 
Lumpur to the good news 
of Jesus Christ, for harvest-
ers and church planters to 
be called to serve, for spiri-
tual awakening among the 
people, for revival among 
the Baptist churches there 
and for new churches being 
started there.

* Name changed.

ABSC Evangelism Conf. Jan. 25-26 in Little Rock 

Smith

LITTLE ROCK – The 2016 
State Conference on Evange-
lism and Church Health will 
be held at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church in Little Rock, 
Jan. 25-26.

The two-day 
event will start at 
1 p.m., Monday, 
Jan. 25 and con-
tinue until 1:30 
p.m., Tuesday, 
Jan. 26.

As in past 
years, a Prayer 
Leaders Work-
shop will be held 
immediately prior to the start 
of the conference, from 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Jan. 25. The 
workshop will feature Robert 
Smith, who serves as Charles 
T. Carter Baptist chair of divin-
ity at Beeson Divinity School 
in Birmingham, Ala., where 
he teaches Christian preach-
ing. Attendees will also hear 
from several pastors who have 

held Sunday morning prayer 
services in their churches.

For the second year, work-
shops will be held during 
lunch on Tuesday.

Featured speakers for the 

evangelism conference include 
Vance Pitman, founder and se-
nior pastor of Hope Church, 
Las Vegas, and a North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB) 
national mobilizer for church 
planting; Kevin Hamm, senior 
pastor of Gardendale First 
Baptist Church, Gardendale, 
Ala.; Jim Putman, founder 
and senior pastor of Real Life 

Ministries, Post Falls, Idaho; 
Smith; Ronnie Floyd, senior 
pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas and presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC), and for-

mer SBC president Fred Luter, 
senior pastor of Franklin Av-
enue Baptist Church, New 
Orleans, and NAMB national 
African-American ambassador.

Worship will be led by Julio 
Arriola, global worship pastor 
at Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas.

Comedic duo Tommy 
Woodard and Eddie James, 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Global Cities Initiative 

Pitman

otherwise known as The Skit 
Guys, will provide entertain-
ment.

This is the first time in a 
number of years the event will 
not be held at First Baptist 

Church in 
Sherwood.

“ S h e r -
wood has 
done a tre-
m e n d o u s 
job hosting 
the confer-
ence over 
the last few 
years, but 

the conference and the work-
shops have grown so much that 
we needed to change venues 
to accommodate the crowd,” 
said Terry Bostick, team leader 
for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism and 
church health team.

For more information, 
email Karen West at kwest@
absc.org.

Hamm Putman Floyd Luter
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Abortion, women’s 
views focus of studies
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Many women with un-
planned pregnancies go 
silently from the church 
pew to the abortion clin-
ic a study released Nov. 
23 by LifeWay Research 
shows. More than 4 in 
10 women who have had 
an abortion were church-
goers when they ended 
a pregnancy, research-
ers found in a survey 
sponsored by Care Net, 
a nonprofit organization 
supporting more than 
1,100 pregnancy centers 
across North America. 
The study features data 
from a survey conduct-
ed May 6-13. “That’s a 
huge opportunity for the 
church to have an impact 
on those decisions,” said 
Scott McConnell, vice 
president of LifeWay Re-
search.

Swedish court rules 
midwives must abort
JÖNKÖPING COUNTY, 
Sweden (BP) – A district 
court in Sweden recently 
ruled against midwife El-
linor Grimmark, who 
was denied employment 
at four hospitals because 
she refuses to participate 
in abortions. In Novem-
ber 2013, Höglandss-
jukhuset Women’s Clinic 
in Jönköping County 
rescinded its job offer to 
Grimmark after she said 
she could not perform 
abortions because of her 
Christian faith. The head 
of the maternity ward left 
a voicemail saying “she 
was no longer welcome 
to work with them” and 
questioned “whether a 
person with such views 
actually can become a 
midwife,” according to 
Scandinavian Human 
Rights Lawyers (SHRL), 
an non-governmental or-
ganization representing 
Grimmark. Swedish mid-
wives are similar to nurses 
in other countries.

2016 ABN Holy Land tour to bring Bible to life
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HARRISON – Royce Sweat-
man, former associational 
missionary for North Arkan-
sas Baptist Association, knows 
what it’s like to walk where 
Jesus walked, and he has ex-
perienced the difference a trip 
to Israel can make in the life 
of a minister. Now, he will be 
leading a tour for fellow Ar-
kansas Baptists who want to 
experience the Holy Land for 
themselves.

The 10-day Holy Land tour, 
set for March 7-16, is being 
coordinated by the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) and Sweat-
man, in conjunction with 
Friends Tours and Travel. A 
three-day extension to Egypt is 
available.

“I believe everyone who 
goes will never read the Bible 
the same way,” said Sweatman, 
who has led many pastors to 
Israel in the past. “Each time 
they open the Word, it will 
be like pop-ups come shout-
ing out of the Bible as they 
think back about what they 
have seen. They will walk 
where Jesus walked and expe-
rience the culture, the sights 
and sounds of Israel. Pastors’ 
preaching will go to a whole 
new level. Personally, going to 
Israel has given me a great love 
for the Word and for the Is-
raeli people.”

Tim Yarbrough, ABN edi-
tor/executive director, said it 
is the desire of the ABN to pro-
vide a way for Arkansas Bap-
tists to strengthen their minis-
tries through an affordable trip 
to the Holy Land.

“It is our goal as a staff to 

further the work of Arkan-
sas Baptists, whether that 
be through our writing or 
through coordinating trips 
such as this,” Yar-
brough said.

Sweatman added 
that leading trips to 
Israel and hearing 
how they have im-
pacted pastors’ min-
istries was “one of 
the highlights” of his 
ministry as associa-
tional missionary for 
North Arkansas Bap-
tist Association. 

“I look forward to my part-
nership with the Arkansas Bap-
tist News, taking more pastors 
and laypeople on a trip of a 
lifetime!” he said. “It is exciting 
to see their faces when they see 

Multimillion gift largest in Williams Baptist history 
WALNUT RIDGE – While it 
will be several months before 
the actual size of an estate gift 
to Williams Baptist College 
(WBC) is revealed, 
what is known is that 
it is expected to be by 
far the largest in the 
school’s history.

Williams Baptist 
President Tom Jones 
announced the “mul-
timillion gift” Nov. 
3 during a report to 
messengers and guests 
at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Annual 
Meeting in Hot Springs. 

The gift was made by Clif-
ford Toney, who was a Jones-
boro resident and Williams 
alumnus. Toney, who died at 

the age of 57 in August 
following a lengthy ill-
ness, left the bulk of his 
estate to the college.

 “We are honored to 
announce to you today 
that Clifford’s last act 
of stewardship benefit-
ted his beloved alma 
mater. Almost all of 
his multimillion-dollar 

estate will help fund several 
key strategic projects that will 
allow WBC to offer an even 

higher level of service to its stu-
dents,” Jones said. 

Toney, a 1980 graduate of 
Williams, was a successful 
local businessman and was 
well-known as 
an auctioneer 
around Jones-
boro. 

“Cliff Toney 
was a fascinat-
ing man with a quick wit, an 
outgoing personality and an 
abiding Christian faith. He is 
sorely missed by those of us 
who were privileged to know 
him, but we are delighted that 
his legacy will live through 

his generosity to WBC,” said 
Brett Cooper, vice president 
for institutional advancement 
at Williams. 

“The process for these 
estates takes 
months to work 
through, and 
even after the 
courts have their 
mandated six 

months of probate (that will 
run through March), it will be 
quite some time before assets 
are liquidated, etc.,” Cooper 
said Nov. 23. “We won’t know 
any more details on a precise 
value of the estate for a while.” 

for the first time places where 
Jesus walked, like the Sea of 
Galilee and the Holy City. I 
would encourage churches to 

send their pastor to 
the Holy Land for 
pastor appreciation. 
Nothing will show 
your appreciation … 
(like) investing in his 
ministry in this way.” 

Travelers will 
begin their tour by 
staying at a hotel on 
the Sea of Galilee; 

visiting the Mount 
of Beatitudes; cruis-

ing across the Sea of Gali-
lee to Capernaum; seeing 
the ruins of a third-century 
synagogue; visiting Tabgha, 
where Jesus multiplied the 
loaves and fishes, and visiting 

the Jordan River.
Other highlights of the trip 

include a worship service held 
at Megiddo and the Valley of 
Armageddon, a time of devo-
tion and worship in the Upper 
Room, a walk along the Via 
Dolorosa, a visit to the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher and a 
worship service and commu-
nion at the Garden Tomb. 

Travelers will also visit Cae-
sarea and a fortress used by the 
Crusaders; Bethlehem; Naza-
reth; Jericho; Jerusalem; Beit 
She’an, one of the Decapolis 
cities and the biggest remain of 
a complete Roman city; Shep-
herds’ Field and fields of Boaz 
and Ruth; the Pool of Bethes-
da; the Wailing Wall; the Dead 

Toney

See HOLY LAND page 10

Sweatman

Christian and Jewish worshippers pray at the Wailing Wall located on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

the moon, they quoted the 
Book of Genesis from the 
Bible recounting God’s work, 
serving as a witness to billions 
around earth of the Creator 
God. 

From the beginning, the 
Lord blessed the nation and it 

prospered, 
becoming 
the most 
powerful 
country in 
the world.

But 
then one day things began to 
change. It was right after the 
second Great War that the na-
tion began to change the way 
it saw God. It began to wor-
ship other idols and set other 
gods before Him.

The people of the nation 
became proud, thinking they 
didn’t need God and were 
smarter than God.

In the midst of their pros-
perity, they became arrogant, 
deciding they came from 

O nce upon a time, there 
was a great nation 

founded on Judeo-Christian 
principles whose leaders 
outwardly lifted up God as 
Creator.

While it was far from a 
perfect country in its collec-
tive actions and 
deeds, it honored 
God in many 
ways, such as by 
being thankful 
for His mighty 
hand in bringing 
victory during world wars, 
economic collapse and a mul-
titude of natural and man-
made disasters.

The country even went as 
far as to add “In God We 
Trust” to its currency, which 
was circulated all around the 
world – serving as a “silent 
witness” to millions upon mil-
lions of people of both free 
and oppressed nations.

What’s more, when men 
from this nation landed on 

Once upon a time there was a nation ...
monkeys and not from the 
Creator God.

As tremendous upheaval 
began in the country, less 
than 200 years from its birth, 
the nation experienced a 
social and moral revolution, 
questioning authority, then 
culminating with the declara-
tion that, “God is dead.”

With God out of the way, 
the nation preyed on the 
most innocent, legalizing the 
killing of babies created in 
the image of God before they 
could even be born. 

As time passed, the nation’s 
people continued to live in af-
fluence and splendor seen by 
few throughout world history.

The people continued self-
indulgence and pursued en-
tertainment and the pleasures 
of the world.

As time passed, the God 
of the universe who blessed 
them turned them over to 
their own devices, therefore 
ushering in a “perilous time” 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

for the nation (2 Tim. 3:1-4).
They became lovers of their 

own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedi-
ent to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affec-
tion, trucebreakers, false ac-
cusers, incontinent, fierce, de-
spisers of those that are good, 

traitors, heady, high-minded, 
lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God.

Is the United States of 
America this nation? As the 
saying goes, “Actions speak 
louder than words.”

Pray for revival and spiritual 
awakening in our nation!

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Whose is it anyway?
T hey “Give it to me! It’s 

mine!” he says. 
“No, it’s mine!” she cries. 
“No, it’s mine!” 
“No, mine!”  
“Mommmmmmm!” 
Anyone with children is all 

too familiar 
with this kind 
of exchange. 
It seems that 
from an early 
age, we tend 
to lay claim to things that we 
believe are ours, and we will 
defend them often to the bit-
ter end. 

Oh, but let’s not deceive 
ourselves. This thing we learn 
to do as children follows us 
well into adulthood. In fact, 
when it comes to protecting 

our “territory,” we tend to do 
this through our entire lives. 
It could be some kind of per-
sonal belonging, a position at 
work, a relationship – well, it 
can practically be anything. 
We want certain things to be 

“ours,” and we 
feel threatened 
and a sense 
of instability 
when we think 
our grip may 

be loosening on whatever it 
may be.  

We must remember that ev-
erything we have actually be-
longs to God. We are simply 
managers of the things God 
has loaned us. For example, 
my children ultimately belong 
to Him. He has entrusted 

them to me during this time 
to raise them as He would 
desire. He has blessed me by 
giving me the opportunity 
to love them and raise them. 
My finances belong to God. 
I should be using what I have 
to further the kingdom of 
God, not wasting them on my 
own selfish desires.  

Someone may ask, “Are we 
not allowed to enjoy God’s 
gifts?” 

Of course we are, but not in 
ways that fuel our fleshly lusts 
and tear down His work.

Unfortunately, this attitude 
makes its way into the church. 
We applaud faithfulness, but 
there can be an ugly side of 
people who have been in the 
same place for a very long 

time. When we forget to 
whom all this belongs, we can 
actually do awful damage to a 
church’s ministry. Suppose a 
pastor has been somewhere so 
long that he begins to think 
the church belongs to him. 
After all, he has been faithful. 
He has assumed a position of 
control and influence. If he 
isn’t careful, his decisions will 
be based more on his own 
preferences than on biblical 
conviction. The same could 
be said of a deacon, Sunday 
school teacher, treasurer or 
longtime member. 

More than one pastor has 
heard, “I was here when you 
came, and I’ll be here when 
you are gone.”  

That kind of statement 

reflects an attitude that says, 
“This church belongs to me.”  

Here’s an idea. What might 
happen if we come to the re-
alization that church does not 
belong to us, but to God? We 
are simply stewards of that 
which belongs to Him. Some-
times in our desire to hold 
on to what we perceive to be 
ours, we actually become the 
reason our churches become 
stagnant.  

There’s an old saying – “Let 
go and let God.” We would 
do well to heed that advice. It 
all belongs to Him anyway.

Kim Reeder is bivocational 
pastor of Barton Chapel Baptist 
Church in Tyronza and a fre-
quent contributor to the Arkan-
sas Baptist News.

Viewpoint
Kim Reeder
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As we prepare for Christmas

It is an honor to serve Arkansas Baptists!
T hank you, Arkansas Baptists, for the great honor and 

privilege of serving as your Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) president this coming year! For those 
in attendance at Hot Springs Baptist Church, Hot Springs, 
you all know what a superb job Pastor Manley Beasley, his 
staff and people, did in hosting the meeting. To use the 
word “convention” is not very accurate since it was more 
like a revival meeting! The preaching, sing-
ing and, yes, even the business sessions, were 
God-honoring and Christ-exalting.

Sitting in those sessions gave me some 
time to reflect on how grateful I am to be a 
Southern Baptist, and specifically, an Arkan-
sas Baptist. I have often said, “I am a Chris-
tian first and then a Southern Baptist, but I am Southern 
Baptist by conviction.” It is great to be a part of a group of 
fellow believers who love Jesus, believe the Book and have 
a heart for seeing as many lost people come to Christ as 
possible. Hearing testimonies and reports of the wonderful 
work of our Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
ministries should always cause us to whisper a prayer of 
gratitude to God for the joy of being a part of great king-
dom work.

In the coming months, I hope you’ll find some en-
couraging stories of both where and how God is at work 
around Arkansas. Our convention staff and the Arkansas 
Baptist News team already do a remarkable job of telling 
many of those stories, but I will try and add to that along 
the way. One such story comes from a young family here 
at Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, who sent their 

fourth-grade son to Camp Siloam this past 
summer. Will was impressed during wor-
ship at Camp Siloam that he needed to tell 
others about Jesus, so on his first day home 
from camp, he led his own little brother to 
Christ in their home! Both the boys then 
went and told their mom and dad, and ob-

viously, there was great rejoicing in that home that day!
This is just one small reminder of how God works in 

families, churches and ministries of the ABSC to get His 
work done. During this special season of the year, let’s all 
be more aware of God at work, and prayerfully, we will 
have the same burden and boldness as young Will.

Gary Hollingsworth is senior pastor of Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Little Rock and president of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

A s we prepare for Christmas, our priority is to honor 
the birth of Jesus Christ as the best Gift ever given. 

After all, God always gives the perfect gift, as the Bible says 
in James 1:17 (NASB): “Every good thing given and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variation or shifting shadow.” 

My encouragement to you, in this 
blessed time of year when nearly everyone’s 
thoughts turn to gifts and giving, would be 
to remember that God is our Supplier of all 
things. 

He has provided you, Arkansas Baptists, with our Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation that is here to serve you in pursu-
ing kingdom outcomes with the resources He has supplied. 
We are here to facilitate any year-end gift you may have for 
the advancement of the kingdom.

We also pray that we all will seek to identify the sacred 
kingdom resources of God’s economy, with the following 
principles in mind from the Evangelical Council for Finan-
cial Accountability:

God, the creator and sustainer of all things and the One “who 

works within us to accomplish far more than we can ask or imag-
ine,” is a God of infinite abundance and grace.

From God’s abounding grace, Christians’ giving reflects their 
gratitude for what God has provided and involves growing in an 

intimate faith relationship with Christ as Lord of 
their lives.

An eternal, God centered worldview promotes 
cooperation, rather than competition, among or-
ganizations, and places the giver’s relationship to 
God above the ministry’s agenda.

I truly believe that when these principles, 
which rely on God changing hearts more than on human 
methods, are implemented, the resulting joy-filled generos-
ity of believers will fully fund God’s work here on earth 
and surpass any year-end giving goal known by man.

So as we think of gifts and giving at this Christmas sea-
son, let us remember that, “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16, 
NASB).

Bobby Thomas is the president of the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation.

O ld family traditions are a 
meaningful part of family 

life, which provide vivid memories 
of one’s family heritage. I remem-
ber camping every Thanksgiving 
Day Eve with men and boys in my 
extended family, then hunting on 
Thanksgiving Day and enjoying 
some great food and fellowship. I 
remember delivering homemade 
breads to senior adults in our 
church during the holidays. I re-
member playing cards and bingo 
every Christmas Eve and then 
enjoying a quail breakfast every 
Christmas morning. What were 
some of the unique traditions in 
your family’s past? Cherish the old 
traditions, but be open to estab-
lishing new ones.

Recently, parents in our church 
gathered together for a fellowship 
time to discuss traditions in our 
families. Learning a little more 
about each family’s past was fun 
and insightful. One commonality 
was that family had memorable 
holiday traditions, but there was 
little attention to Jesus Christ.  

Marriage and starting a new 
family morph family traditions 
as two family backgrounds merge 
into a new family rhythm. My wife 
and I grew up in families where we 
lived close to family and spent hol-
idays close to home. Since we’ve 
been married, we have never lived 
close to family and have spent 
most holidays on the road. This 
has caused us to look at our tradi-
tions and establish new ones.

In our church fellowship, we lis-
tened as each of the parents in our 
group shared some of the unique 
traditions instituted in their own 
family life – thanksgiving journals, 
cross ornaments, Advent readings 
and others. There was a desire in 
their current homes to emphasize 
Jesus Christ during the holidays. 
I was encouraged to champion 
Christ through the holidays and 
even discovered some new ways we 
can do that in our home. 

Consider having a fellowship 
time where you ask families to 
share some of their unique child-
hood holiday traditions and then 
some of the new traditions they 
have established in their homes. 
Create new family traditions that 
will establish memories in the 
lives of your children and grand-
children that point them to Jesus 
and your Christian heritage. 

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evangelism 
and church health team.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

New family traditions

Kingdom 
Foundation
Bobby Thomas

President’s 
Perspective
Gary Hollingsworth

Our purpose is to declare who God is to all nations

Viewpoint
Ronnie Floyd

R eaching the world for Christ is the vision and pas-
sion of our Southern Baptist Convention.

Our grand task to present the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
every person in the world and make disciples of all the 
nations is what our Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering is all about.

This is why each one of us – personally 
and in our churches collectively – must 
pray diligently and ask God what He 
wants us to give to reach the world for 
Christ.

The need has never been greater. The call is clear 
to advance the gospel, whether it is through planting 
churches, ministries of compassion or equipping the 
next generation.

Now is the time to come together and give more than 
ever before to sending missionaries around the globe. 

Because of who He is, we must find a way together to 
declare His name to all the nations.

Let’s rise up in this critical hour and give in an un-
precedented way to our 2015 Lottie Moon Christmas 

Offering for International Missions. Now 
is the time to reach the world for Christ. 
Editor’s Note: Ronnie Floyd is president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and senior pas-
tor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas. 
Because of Who He Is is the theme around the 
verse,“Declare His glory among the nations, 

His wonderful works among all peoples” (Psa. 96:3, HCSB),  
of the 2015 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International 
Missions. Together with Cooperative Program gifts, Southern 
Baptists support international workers in seeking to fulfill the 
Great Commission. This year’s Lottie Moon offering goal is 
$175 million (See related story Page 6 and at imb.org).
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  Southern Baptist giving brings hope to Syrian refugees
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

The sun sets as Christian worker Peter Matheson* talks with a father of six children about pressing needs his family has as they 
live outside the refugee camps. *Name changed.

Rolan Way
International Mission Board

Editor’s Note: Peter Mathe-
son*, from Texas, is featured 
during the 2015 Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Interna-
tional Missions (LMCO). The 
2015 offering theme is Because of 
Who He is, focused around Psalm 
96:3. The offering goal is $175 
million. The suggested LMCO 
Week of prayer is Nov. 29-Dec. 6.

MIDDLE EAST (BP) – Chris-
tian worker Peter Matheson* 
works tirelessly to bring refu-
gees God’s shining hope. But 
the heart-wrenching situation 
takes a great toll on the many 
he serves and to him personal-
ly as he ministers in the midst 
of tremendous suffering. 

It’s hard to imagine any-
thing but a continued de-
scending darkness closing in 
on Syrian and Iraqi refugees, 
victims of a rebellion being 
fought against the Syrian re-
gime and brutality caused by 
ISIS and other Islamic extrem-
ists. 

“The hardest thing in this 
ministry is just sitting down 
and listening to their hurts,” 
Matheson said about spend-
ing time with the refugees. 
“They come, they arrive with 
little children just with the 
clothes on their back, because 
back in Syria their homes are 
destroyed, their businesses 
are destroyed, … women have 
been raped, … real torture 
goes on among men and  
young men in Syria.”

Christian worker Peter Matheson* meets with four Syrian refugee families to pray, share Bible stories and just listen to the needs 
of the refugees. After Matheson tells the Bible stories, he encourages the family members to repeat the newly taught stories 
back to him. *Name changed.

While images and reports 
of beheadings, cruelty and 
pure evil continue to shadow 
refugees – numbering in the 
millions – from any light of 
hope, Matheson is there to tell 
them about a loving God who 
cares deeply for all who are 
fleeing violence and that only 
He can push back the descend-
ing darkness. 

Through the support of 
Southern Baptists, Matheson 
and other workers are able to 
distribute boxes of food and 
other critical necessities pro-
vided through gifts to Global 
Hunger Relief along the Syr-
ian border.

“We are able, through the 
Cooperative Program and Lot-
tie Moon Christmas Offering, 
to focus 100 percent on the 
ministry that God has given 
us as workers, … as laborers 
in the field,” Matheson said. 
“We’re able to give all of our 
attention to people who are 
hurting by ministering to their  
physical, emotional and, most 
importantly, their spiritual 
needs.”

U.S. churches also are play-
ing a direct role in minister-
ing to refugee needs along-
side Matheson. A medical 
team from Mandarin Baptist 
Church of Los Angeles came 
to see the work firsthand and 
to help. 

Nurse Katherine Lee* recog-
nized that their physical pres-
ence to provide medical assis-
tance is important, but the on-
going presence that Matheson 
provides is key to lasting hope. 

Matheson’s physical presence 
to listen and give comfort to 
the refugees, as well as to offer 
help and hope, makes a real 
difference in their lives, she 
said.

“Giving to IMB (Interna-
tional Mission Board) is just 
one of the ways we can help,” 
Lee said. “It is very important 
to support … the local workers 
here. Without funding, they 
… cannot stay here and build 
relationships, … and they can-
not provide for their physical 
needs. They cannot provide 
for food or medicine or dia-
pers or milk.”

As more and more Syrians 
flee the violence, Matheson 

hopes he can help the refugees 
out of at least one aspect of the 
darkness in which they’ve been 
living.

“My aim is to move them 
from one level of understand-
ing to another, building into 
their lives one brick of truth 
after one brick of truth until 
by God’s grace (and) the Spirit 
of God working in their lives,” 
Matheson said. 

Seizing this moment is criti-
cal, said Paul Tu*, pastor of 
Mandarin Church. 

“God is working definitely 
in this area in such a mysteri-
ous way, way beyond our un-
derstanding but yet God is 
working … we must join God 
at His work and then take ad-
vantage of it … and respond to 
it quickly,” Tu said.

Medical doctor Stephanie 
Lim* added, “We as churches 
in the United States, we’re real-
ly blessed with a lot of resourc-
es that God has given us, and 
He has called us to help others 
who are in need as well. And 
there’s a lot of local churches 
here who are meeting the de-
mands, the needs of the Syr-
ian refugees who cannot help 
themselves. They just have no 
resources, and the resources 
are being depleted because the 
need is so great. So, as Chris-
tians we are called, and we are 
responsible to help.”

With overwhelming chal-
lenges in the midst of con-
stant need, it would be easy for 
Matheson to feel alone. But 

he is sustained emotionally 
and spiritually as well as finan-
cially by knowing that believers 
back home in the U.S. haven’t 
forgotten him and share the 
resolve to bring Light where 
there is darkness. 

“From the bottom of my 
heart, I thank Southern Bap-
tists for giving to the Coop-
erative Program and the Lottie 
Moon Christmas (Offering) to 
keep us as workers … on the 
field,” Matheson said.

He added, “Yes, it’s hard, 
(but) we’re able to minister to 
their physical needs, showing 
the love of Christ in a practical 
way to these people and thus 
opening an opportunity for 
them to listen.” 

Matheson is providing tan-
gible hope in what appears to 
be a hopeless place. 

“My friend here asked me 
why we are doing all of this,” 
Matheson said after he had ex-
plained to a refugee father and 
his family why the group from 
California had come. 

Matheson told him there 
are 46,000 Southern Baptist 
churches with approximately 
16 million people to lift “your 
group, all the refugees and the 
people back in Syria, before 
the Father.”

Matheson said the man re-
sponded that if this many are 
going to lift them before the 
Father, it gives him hope.

*Names changed. Rolan Way 
writes for the Southern Baptist In-
ternational Mission Board.
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Wests’ return to Taiwan mission field ‘feels like home’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

TAIPEI, Taiwan – For many 
Arkansans, going to Taiwan to 
do mission work would be a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
However, for Ron and Elinda 
West, it feels more like going 
home.

The Wests were appoint-
ed as International Mission 
Board (IMB) missionaries in 
1978 and served more than 30 
years in Taiwan before retiring 
and returning 
to the United 
States five years 
ago. Most of the 
couple’s ministry 
over their time 
in Taiwan was 
focused around 
student evange-
lism and church 
planting.

When it came 
to the couple’s 
attention that a 
missionary fami-
ly they know who 
is currently serv-
ing in Taiwan 
needed to come 
back to states 
for a few months and did not 
want their recently started 
church and student ministry 
to go unattended, the Wests 
decided God was calling them 
to return to the country they 

once called home.
“A couple we know just 

started a church. They just 
started some work on some 
college campuses, and they 
had to come home for their 
stateside assignment for five 
months. And they didn’t want 
to just drop all that. They 
wanted to keep it going. So we 
are going to continue while 
they are gone,” said Ron West.

The Wests are serving 
through the IMB’s “ready 
reserve” program in which 

former IMB mis-
sionaries return 
to their previous 
areas of service 
for a short term 
in order to facili-
tate continued 
ministry during 
times when full-
time missionar-
ies are away from 
their ministry 
sites. 

The Wests 
are paying for 
their own ex-
penses, will be 
housed in the 
full-time mission-
aries’ apartment 

and will have access to their 
vehicle during their time  
in the country. They are serv-
ing for four-and-a-half months, 
from mid-August to Decem-
ber.

“Most retirees are very 
happy to go back to the coun-
try they served in if they are 
needed and have a reason to 
go back. They miss their coun-
try, and it’s a good chance to 
be back where they spent their 
lives,” said Ron West.

In an email to friends and 
prayer partners Sept. 30, the 
Wests described some of the 
praises and challenges the cou-
ple had already experienced 
in their first month-and-a-half 
back in Taiwan.

“Every day we are finding 
people in need of encourage-
ment, someone to listen to 

them and pray for them. Some 
of these are our fellow mission-
aries and some are Chinese 
people we are meeting. We are 
already loving so many new 
friends. We have met some 
wonderful Christian teach-
ers who want their students 
to know Christ,” wrote the 
couple.

In a Nov. 16 email update, 
the Wests wrote that they had 
been convicted by 2 Timothy 
4:2 (NLT): “Preach the Word 
of God. Be prepared, whether 
the time is favorable or not. 
Patiently correct, rebuke, and 
encourage your people with 

good teaching.”
The couple wrote that sev-

eral university students in-
volved in their English clubs 
had become more receptive to 
the gospel and had attended 
the bilingual church they are 
involved with.

“We are challenged and 
convicted to do just that in our 
time here,” wrote the Wests. 
“God’s Spirit is moving and 
we ask for serious praying over 
these remaining weeks for the 
hearts and minds of each per-
son.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ron and Elinda West posed with The Arkansas Diner restaurant owner, Landis Shook, in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, for this photo posted 
to Facebook in September. “They have excellent biscuits and gravy and many other Arkansas specialties,” said Ron West.
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Addison said the conven-
tion’s new website has the 
bandwidth to handle videos, 
articles, training manuals and 
many other types of resources 
for the state’s churches and 
ministries. He said that the 
site is already 
being popu-
lated with 
new materi-
als created 
by the AB-
SC’s vari-
ous ministry 
teams and 
that the con-
vention will 
also begin 
uploading 
e x i s t i n g 
r e s o u r c e s 
that were 
previous ly 
unavailable 
online.

“There is 
a whole cat-
alog of ma-
terial that 
we need to 
make avail-
able to our 
churches and church leaders,” 
he said.

Addison emphasized that 
the site features a search en-
gine specifically designed to 
ease the task of searching for 
and accessing the ABSC’s 
available resources.

In addition to increasing 
the amount and access of 
ABSC resources, the new web-
site also gives church leaders 
access to materials that can 
help promote initiatives such 
as the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Acts 
1:8 One Day Mission Trip 
events and share specific sto-
ries of how God is working 
throughout Arkansas and be-

yond.
Using the 

new website 
as an anchor 
point, Addi-
son said that 
the ABSC 
recently an-
n o u n c e d 
an initia-
tive called 
“CP Share” 
in which 
the conven-
tion will use 
the ABSC 
website, in 
addition to 
various social 
media outlets 
and blogs, 
to  share 
how Arkan-
sas Baptist 
churches are 

spreading the 
gospel through the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Coop-
erative Program (CP).  

“We are working on a plan 
that we hope to birth in Janu-
ary. … The plan is to each 
week tell the story of an Ar-
kansas church that is involved 

The Arkansas Baptist State Convention has launched an all-new website (above) designed to better serve its 1,500 member 
churches. The new Arkansas Baptists application available for mobile devices (left) is also available.

in an Arkansas Baptist, NAMB 
(North American Mission 
Board) or IMB (International 
Mission Board) mission proj-
ect so that you can truly track 
what happens with your Coop-
erative Program dollars,” said 
Addison.

“Using this integrated ap-
proach, each week we can 
unfold a story in bite-sized 
pieces that somebody can fol-
low and learn about how this 
works and about the involve-
ment that your church has. 
… Let’s connect the dots,” he 
said. “It’s the missionary and 
all of these Southern Baptist 
churches. It’s not, ‘Go and 

reach them by yourself.’”
Addison stressed that the 

ABSC is not an “organiza-
tion”; it is simply a large group 
of cooperating churches made 
up of brothers and sisters in 
Christ all working together.

“The platform of the web-
site gives us a robust enough 
tool that we can communicate 
all of these things. It’s a plat-
form that can connect people 
and connect people back to 
those resources,” said Addi-
son. 

“The website is now ro-
bust enough to fit who we are 
and help us to communicate 
and cast a vision for what we 

are doing together as 1,500 
churches.”

The ABSC recently an-
nounced that in addition to 
the redesigned website, it has 
also designed a smartphone 
and tablet application which 
is available through the iTunes 
and Android app stores.

“When you hit the app, it 
connects you directly to the 
site,” said Addison. “Now with 
one thumb, you can access all 
things Arkansas Baptist,” said 
Addison. “We want you to 
plug in, and we want to make 
it as easy as we can,” he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
WEBSITE

noting that this year at packing 
night, around 650 boxes were 
packed.

Along with packing night, 
families take boxes home to 
fill. Sumrall said that one fam-
ily, John and Becca Slater’s 

continued from page one

SHOE BOXES family, felt called to fill 250 
boxes themselves, and one 
of Belview’s college students, 
Madison DeLoach, filled 30 
boxes. 

When all the boxes were all 
brought together, they num-
bered 1,202.

To top it off, the children 
preformed a musical about 
OCC in a Sunday morning 
service. About 35 children, all 

wearing OCC T-shirts, sang 
songs and presented a drama.

“I have had the privilege 
to travel in the back of a 
pickup truck high up in the 
Andes Mountains of Peru, 
going through the clouds 
and over the Continental 
Divide to remote villages to 
deliver OCC shoe boxes,” said 
Sumrall.

“I’ve seen the desperate 

needs and the joyful faces of 
the kids when they receive 
their shoe boxes, so I have 
witnessed what it means to 
them. I have also seen what it 
means to Belview. A church in-
volved in missions is a healthy 
church. And the OCC minis-
try is one that can involve the 
whole church, young and old, 
men and women, participating 
in a common goal.”

TUPELO, Miss. – Heritage 
Alliance is partnering with 
the American Family As-
sociation (AFA) Action to 
release the first of four in-
stallments of its 2016 Presi-
dential iVoterGuide. 

The first release com-
prises revealing campaign 
finance data on each presi-
dential candidate. 

“The 2016 presidential 
election will be crucial 
for our entire nation, and 
Christian voters especially 
must step up, as religious 
liberties, the protection of 
life and godly leadership 
are all paramount for the 
country,” said AFA Action 
President Tim Wildmon. 

Visit afaaction.net for 
more information on how 
to access the iVoterGuide.

iVoterGuide available
for upcoming election
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Nik Ripken, missionary and author of “The Insanity of God: A True Story of Faith Resurrected,” speaks to a high school class from 
Shiloh Christian School in Springdale and answers their questions following his Nov. 16 workshop on the persecuted church, 
which was held at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention building in Little Rock. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

continued from page one

PERSECUTION

how you partner with believers 
in persecution. … And I want 
you to get your worldview from 
believers in persecution,” Rip-
ken told attendees during one 
of the sessions.

Ripken and his wife, Ruth, 
have spent more than 32 years 
on the mission field, according 
to promotional material. They 
have visited 72 countries and 
talked with more than 600 be-
lievers in areas of persecution, 
and they share their findings 
at their conferences. 

“Supported and influenced 
by Ruth, … Nik Ripken sim-
ply, yet profoundly told us 
his story. This story unfolded 
truth as it intersected with 
hundreds of persecuted be-
lievers in 72 countries,” said 
David James, team leader for 
the ABSC college and young 
leaders team. 

“Their (the Ripkens’) jour-
ney shocked and challenged 
us. Nik’s keen insight of Scrip-
ture as it relates to persecution 
opened our eyes to Scriptural 
principles few people have 
hurt enough or looked deep 
enough to see.”

John McCallum, pastor of 
First Baptist, also noted the 
impact of the conference.

“Nik brought the perse-

cuted Church home to us, 
showed us how we are part of 
that same Church,” he said. 
“One of the more sobering 
things he taught us was that by 
sharing Jesus with others, we 
identify with the persecuted 
Church, and by keeping Jesus 
from others, we identify with 
the persecutors. We all learned 
a lot and will take some time 
to digest what we received.”

Danny Bryson, minister 
of education at First Baptist, 
said he thinks the conference 
opened up a “lot of ways for 
us to pray … in a more educat-
ed way for people around the 
world – not just for the mis-
sionaries, but for the people 
they’re trying to minister to.”

In addition to the weekend 
conference, Ripken spoke at a 
workshop hosted by the ABSC 
in Little Rock, which attracted 
about 65 participants. During 
the workshop, Nik Ripken 
shared many of the same prin-
ciples from the weekend con-
ference in a more condensed 
format.

Following the workshop, 
Ripken took questions from a 
high school class from Shiloh 
Christian School in Spring-
dale.

Makensie Cobb, a senior at 
Shiloh Christian, said her class 
recently read “The Insanity of 
God” and will be going on 
mission in December to share 
their faith. She said she and 

her classmates had questions 
after reading the book and the 
conference “nailed it down” 
for them.

She said she and her sisters 

want to do medical missions 
and so she enjoyed “hearing 
these stories and having real-
life application about how mis-
sions really work.”

Ripken also spoke with stu-
dents from Ouachita Baptist 
University at a separate time.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

AFA releases annual holiday ‘Naughty or Nice’ list
TUPELO, Miss. – As the 2015 
Christmas shopping season 
begins, American Family As-
sociation (AFA) has once again 
released its annual “Naughty 
or Nice” list of retailers to 
help shoppers know which are 
Christmas-friendly.

“There are secular forces in 
our country that hate Christ-
mas because the word itself is a 
reminder of Jesus Christ,” said 
AFA President Tim Wildmon. 
“They want to eradicate any-
thing that reminds Americans 
of Christianity. That is why it 
is important to remind govern-
ments and companies to keep 
the word ‘Christmas’ alive. 
AFA wants to keep ‘Christ’ in 

‘Christmas’ and Christmas in 
America.”

For the annual list, AFA 
reviewed up to nine areas to 
determine if a company is 
“Christmas-friendly,” includ-
ing print media (newspaper in-
serts), broadcast media (radio/
television) and websites and/
or personal visits to the store 
to help determine a retailer’s 
rating. If a company’s ads, for 
example, have references to 
items associated with Christ-
mas, such as trees, wreaths, 
lights, etc., it was considered as 
an attempt to reach Christmas 
shoppers.

For the 2015 list, six com-
panies earned AFA’s highest 
“Five-Star” rating by promot-

ing and celebrating Christ-
mas on an exceptional basis: 
Cracker Barrel, Hobby Lobby, 
Lowe’s, Michael’s Stores, Wal-
Mart and the AFA Online 
Store.

“Nice” retailers use the term 
“Christmas” on a regular basis 
and are considered “Christ-
mas-friendly.” The “Nice” list 
includes 47 retailers, from 
Amazon.com to Zappos.com 
– and everything in between, 
such as Bass Pro Shops, Bed 
Bath & Beyond, Cabela’s, 
Dick’s Sporting Goods, Dil-
lard’s, Hallmark, Home 
Depot, J. C. Penney, Kmart, 
Kohl’s, Macy’s, Marshall’s, 

See LIST page 11
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HOLY LAND
Sea; Qumran, where the Dead 
Sea Scrolls were discovered, in 
addition to other locations.

The three-day extension to 
Egypt will include a visit to 
Timna park to see the Taber-
nacle model before crossing 
the border to Egypt, where 
travelers will visit Mount Sinai, 
the burning bush, Cairo, 
the Pyramids and Sphinx and 
more.

“I have enjoyed the Sea of 
Galilee and the Golan Heights 
area,” said Sweatman about 
his past trips. “Floating in the 
Dead Sea is always a highlight. 
Going to the Garden of Geth-
semane, then to the Garden 
Tomb will put a lump in your 
throat.”

Jim Bryant, pastor of Gaith-
er Baptist Church, Harrison, 
went on a trip to Israel led by 
Sweatman in 2010.

“Being a part of a pastors’ 
mission group to Israel in 
2010 continues to be an ex-
perience that impacts my life 
as a Christian, a preacher, 

From left: Rick Montgomery, pastor of The Zoo Church, Dennard; Mark Enloe, pastor of Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, 
Harrison, and Bill VonderMehden, campus director of the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries’ Boys Ranch 
in Harrison pose for a photo in Jerusalem.

as well as one who learns 
much from the history of 
my faith,” he said. “There is 
nothing quite as confronting 
with truth than to walk the 
streets of Old Jerusalem, 
stand before the hill called 
‘Golgotha’ and then enter the 
empty tomb. My people have 
commented that my preaching 
took on some new and excit-
ing character. I strongly recom-
mend the experience for oth-
ers, especially if they’ve never 
been.”

He said this type of trip will 
give those who go a “new vi-
sion” and “new awareness of 
the ‘realness’ of the biblical 
record.”

Seth Tucker, student pastor 
at Bear Creek Springs Baptist 
Church, Harrison, can attest 
to the impact such a trip can 
have. 

“Going to Israel opened 
my mind to picture the Bible 
as I read, study and preach,” 
he said. “I can now picture 
the Sea of Galilee, the Red 
Sea, Mount Carmel and so 
much more. I always new the 
Bible was real, but this trip 
practically made it real in my 
mind.”

The trip includes round-trip 
airfare, all transfers, accom-
modations, transportation by 
deluxe modern motor coach, 
baggage handling, a buffet 

breakfast and dinner daily, 
English-speaking professional 
tour guides, entrance fees to 
all tour sites and much more.

For more information, visit 

travelwithfriends.com/tour/
holy-land-tour and click on the 
March 7 date on the right.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Rodney Strumland, pastor of Newton County Baptist Church, Jasper Township, and 
his wife, Ruth, ride a camel in the Holy Land.

Support the ABN!
A fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been 
established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation.  Consider 
helping the o�  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention for years to come by including the ABN in 
your will or by making a contribution to the ABN. Contact 
the Foundation at 501-376-0732 for more information.

For all the Arkansas Baptist news fi t to 
print, subscribe to the Arkansas Baptist News today!

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe
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HOT SPRINGS – Emily Ruth 
Watson, a member of Green-
lee Memorial Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff, addressed attend-
ees at the 2015 Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention Annual 
Meeting Nov. 4 during a time 
of miscellaneous business.

The Nov. 19 issue of the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
reported that she encour-

aged attendees to tithe. She 
actually encouraged churches 
themselves to give at least 10 
percent of their budgets to the 
Cooperative Program.

She told the ABN staff she 
appreciates churches that give 
to the Cooperative Program 
and encourages those that 
feel they can give more to pray 
about doing so.

Emily Ruth Watson of Greenlee Memorial Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, addresses at-
tendees at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting in Hot Springs.

Clarification: Watson wants
churches to tithe 10 percent

Pier One Imports, ProFlowers.
com, Sam’s Club, Sears, Tar-
get, TJ Maxx and Toys R Us, 
among others.

Thirteen retailers this year 
made the “Marginal” list, 
meaning these companies refer 
to Christmas infrequently or 
only in select advertising me-
diums.

The 12 retailers on the 
“Naughty” list may use “Christ-
mas” sparingly in a single or 
unique product description, 
but as companies, do not 
recognize it. These include: 
Barnes & Noble, Family Dol-
lar, Foot Locker, The Limited, 
Maurice’s, Office Depot, Of-
fice Max, PetSmart, Staples, 
Stein Mart, Supervalu and 
Victoria’s Secret.

continued from page 9
LIST

THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
News (ABN) will publish an 
evangelism directory in con-
junction with the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
2016 State Convention on 
Evangelism and Church 
Health set for Jan 25-26.

The directory will feature 
all types of ministries, in-
cluding vocational evange-
lism ministries, creative and 
music ministries, women’s 
ministries, children’s and 
youth ministries and mar-
riage enrichment ministries.

Ads are available in vari-
ous sizes and will include 
the ministry’s name, contact 

ABSC evangelism directory  
to be published in January

information, website and a 
general summary of the min-
istry, along with a photo.

 “A limited number of ads 
will be deeply discounted, so 
it is important to schedule 
your ad immediately,” said 
Tim Yarbrough, ABN edi-
tor/executive director. 

“This is a wonderful way 
to let fellow Arkansas Bap-
tists know about your min-
istry.”

For more information or 
to schedule an ad, email jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org or 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5154. 
The deadline for reserva-
tions is Dec. 11.

Birthplace of SBC condemned in Ga.
AUGUSTA, Ga. – The down-
town Augusta birthplace of 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention has been condemned 
for occupancy after a routine 
inspection revealed chunks of 
plaster falling from the historic 
building’s ceiling, The Augusta 
Chronicle reported Nov. 24

The newspaper said that 
Augusta City Inspector L.E. 
Lariscy Sr. reported a number 
of homeless people sleeping 
on the 802 Greene St. church’s 
front porch, which prompted a 
city inspection of the interior.

Lariscy reported a small 
prayer group was heating a 
rear portion of the building 
with a propane burner, which 
is unsafe for indoor use. Notic-

es were sent to the building’s 
owner, but so far had been 
unsuccessful. Lariscy said the 
owner is an elderly traveling 
evangelist.

According to property re-
cords obtained by the Chroni-
cle, the Southern Bible Church 
and School has owned the 
building since 2003. Pastor 
Ron Drawdy told the newspa-
per then that Southern Bible 

was founded by his family 
as a correspondence school 
25 years earlier and offered 
doctoral degrees in theology, 
Christian education and coun-
seling, the Chronicle reported.

A corner monument marks 
the location as the site of the 
1845 founding of the South-
ern Baptist Convention, the 
largest Protestant denomina-
tion, the Chronicle reported. 
The 1902 Beaux-Arts-style 
church was the original First 
Baptist Church of Augusta 
until the congregation moved 
to west Augusta in 1975, ac-
cording to a report from His-
toric Augusta.

The large structure is dif-
ficult for small nonprofits to 
maintain and might be bet-
ter used as commercial office 
space or apartments, accord-
ing to the report. An adjacent 
former church building is cur-
rently used as law offices.

Photo by Sir Mildred Pierce
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Hall, Howard crowned at Williams Baptist College homecoming
WALNUT RIDGE – Porche 
Hall, of Wynne, and Tevin 
Howard, of Luxora, were 
crowned the 2015 homecom-
ing queen and king Saturday, 
Nov. 14, at the Southerland-
Mabee Center on the Wil-
liams Baptist College campus.

Hall is a senior psychol-
ogy major and the daughter 
of Joyce Harris and Conley 
Holmes. Howard is a senior 
liberal arts major and the son 
of Donna Chew and Jimmy 
Howard.

Also representing the se-
nior class on the homecoming 

C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Village Baptist Church in beautiful Bella 
Vista is prayerfully seeking a senior pas-
tor. Please email resumes to pfarish@vb-
conline.net or mail to 380 Glasgow Road, 
Bella Vista, AR 72715. 

First Baptist Church, Hazen, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor, housing avail-
able. Please mail resume to Pastor Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 489, Hazen, AR 72064 
or email to vickilynn72064@yahoo.com.  

First Baptist Church, Greenland, seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resumes to Pas-
tor Search Committee, P.O. Box 5, Greenland, 
AR 72737. 

Sylamore Baptist Church is a small 
church renewing their search for a part-
time bi-vocational pastor. We are 
located just outside of Mountain View in 
a quiet and beautiful area. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, Syl-
amore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1596, Moun-
tain View, AR 72560.

Cherry Street Baptist Church of Clarks-
ville is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 

send resumes to P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, 
AR 72830, Attn: Sylvia Ritchie. 479-705-
2707. 

First Baptist Church of Lockesburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Selection Com-
mittee, FBC, P.O. Box 53, Lockesburg, AR 
71846 or fbsecretary@outlook.com.   

First Baptist Church, Gillett, is seeking 
a bi-vocational or retired pastor. 
Send resumes to First Baptist Church, Attn. 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 117, 
Gillett, AR 72055. For more information, 
phone Tricia Hayes: 870-548-2547.  

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Moun-
tain Pine is seeking a conservative full-
time pastor. Please send resume to Ce-
dar Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, 303 Gum Springs Road, 
Mountain Pine, AR 71956.  

Armorel Baptist Church is renewing 
search for full-time pastor. Please 
submit resumes, CDs or websites for re-
view.  Pastor Search Committee, linda@
Armorelbc.com.  

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 

prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., 
Suite 350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

Reynolds Memorial Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, is a small church in search of 
a bi-vocational pastor. Mail inquiries 
to Reynolds Baptist Church, 7111 Fourche 
Dam Pike, Little Rock, AR 72206, Attn: Pas-
tor Search Committee. 

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Temple Baptist Church in Searcy is look-
ing for a full-time or part-time youth 
pastor. Send resumes to 700 West Moore, 
Searcy, AR 72143 or email pastorjefftho-
mas@gmail.com. 

Soaring Wings Ranch (SWR), a non-
profit, Christ-centered children’s home, 
is seeking to hire a social worker for 
a full-time, salaried position. The 
ranch is located 15 minutes northeast of 
Conway on 195 beautiful acres. Minimum 
of a bachelor’s degree is required. Duties 

will include but are not limited to: outreach 
and communications to all referral sources. 
Evaluation of referrals and admission of SWR 
children. Keeping children’s files and work-
ing with state licensing. Close collabora-
tion with campus director and with house 
parents. Advisement for house parents on 
behavioral issues and needed services. Full 
job description at www.swranch.org/em-
ployment. Please send resumes to jessica@
soaringwingsranch.com or P.O. Box 1670, 
Conway, AR 72033

Clarkridge Baptist, located north of 
Mountain Home, is seeking a part-time 
worship leader and a pianist. If inter-
ested, contact Pastor Tim Moore at 501-920-
0552 or email timjmoore21@gmail.com.

Janitor needed at Sylvan Hills First 
Baptist Church, 29 hours weekly.  Please call 
John Shelton at 501-690-4107. 

Calvary Baptist Church of Camden is look-
ing for a full-time youth pastor. Praying 
for the will of God! 870-574-0591, don@
calvaryofcamden.org. 

First Baptist, Sherwood, is accepting re-
sumes for a part-time preschool min-

istry director (26 hours per week).  The 
director will coordinate programming for 
birth – kindergarten. Submit resumes to 
response@fbcsherwood.org. 

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 
AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org.  

MISCELLANEOUS

Middle East safety advisory: After you 
are past Los Angeles, Chicago and New 
York City, everything is fine. Rich bless-
ings on hundreds of Bible land tours. 
www.pilgrimtours.com. 800.322.0788. 

A/V Projection and Sound. All 
Audio-Visual Services Inc. for your A/V 
gear or installations. 25th year anniversary. 
479-756-0888. www.allavservices.com.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and San-
dra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-6617.

Obituaries

Patty White Jenkins, 85, 
of Little Rock, died Nov. 18. 
She attended Ouachita Baptist 
University and was a member 
of the Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity Choir. She was a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. She worked on 
the staffs of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff; First Bap-
tist Church, Russellville; First 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville, 
and Second Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. She served on 
the Little Rock Censor Board 
and was a charter member of 
Education First, organized 
for preserving neighborhood 
schools and starting Pulaski 
Academy. Survivors include 
her husband of 65 years, Jim 

Milestones
Rugged Cross Cowboy 

Church in Magnolia recently 
held a note burning celebra-
tion. The church property has 
been valued at $1.2 million. 
Mike Launius serves as pastor. 

Church life

First Baptist Church, 
White Hall’s worship ministry 
will present “Sounds of Joy” in 
White Hall City Park at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 5-6. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at 
870-247-3124. 

Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock’s worship 
and music ministry choirs will 

Jenkins, who previously served 
on the board of trustees of the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes), as a member 
and as a past president. Other 
survivors include a daughter, 
a grandson, a granddaughter, 
two great-grandchildren and 
a brother. Interment was held 
Nov. 21 at Roselawn Memorial 
Park in Little Rock. A private 
family memorial service was 
held.

Martha Ann White Bond, 
80, of Little Rock, died Oct. 
23. She was a former part-
time administrative office 
employee for Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries. She was a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church 
in Fayetteville. She is survived 

by her husband, Vince Bond, 
and a son. She was preceded 
in death by a sister. A memo-
rial service was held Oct. 26 at 
Roller-Chenal Funeral Home 
in Little Rock. Graveside ser-
vices were held Oct. 27 at Fair-
view Memorial Gardens in 
Fayetteville. 

present “A Christmas Celebra-
tion” at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 13 in 
the worship center. 

First Baptist Church, Bly-
theville, will present its Christ-
mas program, “In His Pres-
ence,” at 6 p.m. Dec. 13.

Place a classi� ed today!
 arkansasbaptist.org/submit-a-classi� ed

On the move
Scott Brown is serving as 

pastor of Circle Cross Cowboy 
Church in Glenwood.

court were 
M i c h a e l a 
Thompson, 
of Viola, 
and Aaron 
Hamby, of 
M a l v e r n . 
Thompson, 
a business 
administra-
tion major, 
is the daugh-
ter of Mike 
and Lisa 
Thompson. 
Hamby, a 
liberal arts 

major, is the 
son of Mark 
and Terri 
Hamby.

J u n i o r s 
on the court 
were Brooke 
H o w e l l 
and Pat-
rick Smith. 
Howell, a bi-
ology major 
from Bry-
ant, is the 
daughter of 
Mike and 
Kay Howell. 

Smith, a biology major from 
Malvern, is the son of Leona 
and Patrick Smith.

Sophomore class representa-
tives were Erin Gay and Conor 
Karwath. Gay, a native of Mem-
phis, Tenn., is majoring in early 
childhood education. She is the 
daughter of Jimmy and Dionza 
Gay. Karwath is from Gonzales, 
La., and is majoring in finance. 
He is the son of Tami Wick-
boldt and Fred Karwath.

The freshman class repre-
sentatives were Kristen Smith 
and Rico Baldon. Smith, an 
English major from Bono, is 

the daughter of Glenn and 
Melissa Smith. Baldon, a busi-
ness administration major 
from Sao Paulo, Brazil, is the 
son of Sylvana Baldon and 
Joao Batista Baldon.

The homecoming court 
and the king and queen were 
selected by a vote of the Wil-
liams student body.

Hall and Howard
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YOUNGEST ABN READER  – The Arkansas Baptist News might have found 
its youngest “reader” – 20-month-old Jake Daniel Woods. Jake comes from 
a family of Arkansas Baptists. His parents, Jacob and Michelle Woods, are 
members of Oak Grove Baptist Church in Ashdown. His paternal grandpar-
ents, Jimmy and Tammy Woods, are members of Hicks First Baptist Church, 
Ashdown, where Jimmy Woods serves as pastor. His maternal grandparents, 
Roger and Von Rose, are members of First Baptist Church, Wilton.

FRiENDShip iNTERNATiONAl 
ThANkSGiviNG FESTivAl  – 
Eighty-five guests and 15 children at-
tended the Friendship International 
Thanksgiving Festival held Nov. 19 at 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock. Friendship International began in 
1975 as a Woman’s Missionary Union 
mission project. It offers internation-
als the chance to learn English, hear 
the gospel and develop friendships. 
Friendship International is supported 
by several Arkansas Baptist churches, 
as well as individual donors. It has 
met in several churches through the 
years, most recently Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. Read the full story 
at arkansasbaptist.org/friendshipinter-
national2015.

Ouachita hosts World War i exhibit through Dec. 18
ARKADELPHIA – “The Great 
War: Arkansas in World War 
I,” a traveling exhibit chroni-
cling Arkansas’ role in World 
War I at home and on the bat-

tlefields, will be displayed in 
Riley-Hickingbotham Library 
on the campus of Ouachita 
Baptist University through 
Dec. 18. The exhibit will be 

on display in the library’s 
main floor lobby during regu-
lar hours of operation except 
school holidays.

Ouachita is just the third 

site to host this new exhibit. 
It is funded in part by a grant 
from the Arkansas Humanities 
Council, the Department of 
Arkansas Heri-
tage and the 
National En-
dowment for 
the Humani-
ties.

“The Great 
War” exhibit 
includes 12 
free-standing 
panels that 
showcase im-
ages from Ar-
kansas’ State 
Archives, the 
Arkansas His-
tory Commis-
sion. Original 
d o c u m e n t s , 
photographs, maps, drawings, 
paintings and artifacts illus-
trate the story of the war’s im-
pact in Arkansas. The exhibit 
was designed to commemorate 
the centennial anniversary of 
America’s entry into World 
War I. The primary source 
materials illustrate the effects 
of the first modern global war 
on the 65 million people who 
were mobilized, including 
70,000 soldiers from Arkan-
sas.

In addition to the exhibit 
panels, numerous World War 

I artifacts from the Arkansas 
History Commission will be 
displayed along with docu-
ments and books from the 

holdings of 
O u a c h i t a ’ s 
Archives and 
Special Col-
lections. 

“The exhi-
bition of these 
r a r e l y - s e e n 
items offers 
a special op-
portunity for 
our students 
and area 
residents to 
view authen-
tic materials 
from World 
War I,” said 
Wendy Rich-

ter, Riley-Hickingbotham Li-
brary archivist. “I hope our 
entire campus community will 
stop by to see the exhibit and 
gain a better understanding of 
the World War I experience in 
Arkansas.”

The exhibit will be open 
from 7:45 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Mondays-Thursdays, from 7:45 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays, from 
noon to 5 p.m. Saturdays and 
from 6 to 11 p.m. Sundays.

For additional information, 
contact Richter at richterw@
obu.edu.

Bondurant, former Arkansas 
pastor, missionary dies at 91
LITTLE ROCK – Mason 
E. Bondurant, 91, of Little 
Rock, died Nov. 9. 

He was a graduate of 
Howard College 
(now Samford 
University) in Bir-
mingham, Ala., 
and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

He began preach-
ing when he was 15 
and was ordained 
at 19. He served 
as a chaplain dur-
ing the Korean Conflict, 
before being assigned to 
Fort Chaffee in Arkansas. 
While serving as a chaplain 
in the U. S. Army Reserves, 
he served as pastor of Trin-
ity Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith; First Baptist Church, 
Dumas, and First Baptist 

Church, Jacksonville. He is 
a retired Lt. Colonel. 

After more than 30 years 
serving as pastor, he and 

his wife, Marga-
ret, were called to 
foreign missions, 
serving in Ecuador, 
Venezuela and Sen-
egal. 

Once back , 
he served several 
central Arkansas 
churches as  inter-
im pastor.

He is survived by 
his wife, four children, nine 
grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and a sister.

Funeral services were held 
Nov. 13 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. Burial 
followed at Chapel Hill Me-
morial Park in Jacksonville.

Bondurant
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Media Minds
Excerpts from pluggedin.comFaith&Family “Train up a child in the way he 

should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it...”

 Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV)

For full reviews on these and other 
movies, visit pluggedin.com

If you’re a fan of “Hoo-
siers” or “Rudy”, you’ll love 
“My All-American.” It was 
written and directed by the 
same filmmaker who wrote 
the screenplays for both of 
those scrappy classics, Ange-
lo Pizzo. Just like those two 
films, “My All-American” is 
an underdog story. Flaws in 
this film include some pro-
fanity and a mooning. And 
you could also think that it 
rolls out the red carpet for 
Freddie in a way that makes 
him seem so good, so pure 
that he’s hard to take as a 
realistic role model. But as 
for that last downside, Pizzo 
insists it’s exactly who Fred-
die was, and that the film 
accurately depicts the Long-
horn legend.

‘My All-American’

“The Peanuts Movie” 
packs a keep-going-and-do-
the-right-thing lesson that 
young and old alike can 
learn quite a lot from. In 
fact, “The Peanuts Movie” 
is pretty much the perfect 
representation of some 
50 years of Charles Schulz 
comic strips, condensed 
down to a single feel-good 
family flick. Sure, the fa-
miliar Peanuts ensemble 
gain a computer-generated 
third dimension in this 
next-generation romp, but 
they still feel as earnestly 
straightforward and squig-
gly line expressive as ever. 
And even the voices—en-
gagingly piped out by ac-
tual children—ring as true 
to those of years gone by as 
you could hope for.

‘The Peanuts Movie’

Sanders finds true faith amid tragedy
Editor’s Note: A version of this 
article originally appeared in Ar-
kansas Faith & Family magazine. 

Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Where was 
God on April 19, 1995, when 
the work of Terry Nichols and 
Timothy McVeigh, also known 
as the Oklahoma City Bomb-
ers, left the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building in a heap of 
destruction and 168 people 
dead? 

Kathy Sanders was one of 
many Oklahomans left to pon-
der that question when she 
lost her two grandsons, Chase 
and Colton, on that fateful day 
20 years ago. Sanders played a 
large role in helping her daugh-
ter, Edye, raise the boys – and 
after their passing, her faith 
crumbled much like the walls 
of the Murrah building. 

Sanders has since become 
an Arkansas resident and pub-
lished a book, “Now You See 
Me: How I Forgave the Unfor-
giveable,” that documents her 
journey and her conclusion 
that, not only was God pres-
ent in the midst of the bomb-
ing and its aftermath, but He 
was holding her together, heal-
ing her wounds, softening her 
heart and opening doors that 
would bring her out of tragedy 
and allow her to guide others 
through it as well.

Raised in a Christian home 
and in the pews of First Bap-
tist Church, Oklahoma City, 
Sanders was well-acquainted 
with the concept of forgiveness 
by the time the bombing took 
place. However, she also knew 
that no one would blame her 
for despising the two men who 
murdered her grandchildren. It 
was not until she was attending 
Nichols’ trial in Denver that 
she would have her “first epiph-
any on learning to forgive.” 

In the midst of the court-
room lobby, she spotted Joyce 
Wilt, the mother of Nichols, 
alone in the crowded room. 
She knew she could choose 
anger and bitterness like many 
Oklahomans, or she could give 
comfort to a woman who was 
hurting. She chose the latter. 

Wilt was one of many indi-

viduals whom Sanders dubs 
“forgotten victims,” the family 
and friends of the bombers who 
were rejected by society due to 
guilt-by-association. In this case, 
Wilt was in pain due to the 
horrific actions of her son and 
rejected by everyone around 
her. While the Oklahomans 
could lean on 
one another 
for support, 
whom could 
Wilt turn 
to in such a 
time? 

As Sanders 
became bet-
ter acquaint-
ed with the 
“ f o r g o t t e n 
victims” in 
relation to 
the bomb-
ing, such as 
Nichols’ son 
Josh, his ex-
wife, McVeigh’s father and 
many others, she became better 
acquainted with the plan that 
God had in store for her, one of 
peace and love for the broken.

“It wasn’t long before ‘Terry 
Nichols the bomber’ became 
‘my friend Joyce’s son,’” she 
explained.

After the bombing, numer-
ous questions were left unan-
swered as to why the bombing 
happened and who all was 

involved. Sanders made it her 
personal goal to find these an-
swers herself, and when the 
opportunity to communicate 
with Terry Nichols revealed it-
self, her desire to know more 
led her to respond. 

What began as an attempt 
to retrieve information about 

the bomb-
ing, quickly 
m o r p h e d 
into a life-
a l t e r i n g 
transforma-
tion for both 
parties. Nich-
ols accepted 
Christ while 
in jail, and 
through their 
co r re spo n -
dence, Sand-
ers began to 
view him as 
a friend and 
brother in 

Christ. While this may seem 
an extraordinary feat, Sanders 
noted that it took an extraor-
dinary intervention from the 
Holy Spirit to allow her to 
forgive the men who took her 
grandchildren away from her.

“I didn’t just wake up one 
day and think, ‘You know what? 
This would be a good day to for-
give Terry Nichols and Timothy 
McVeigh.’ It just didn’t happen 
that way,” she said. 

Ultimately, it was the Lord’s 
Prayer, “Forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our 
debtors,” that challenged Sand-
ers to take the first step in for-
giving Nichols and McVeigh.

“I lifted them up in prayer. 
... ‘Lord, I don’t know how to 
pray or what to pray; You’re 
going to have to send Your 
Holy Spirit, and this is the best 
I can do,’” she continued. “I 
don’t know what my prayer for 
Nichols and McVeigh did for 
them, but I know what it did 
for me. … What would Jesus 
do? What does He expect of 
us? He loves us all. Are we to 
pick and choose? I found that 
… forgiveness is a gift you give 
yourself. Harboring bitterness 
and hatred is like drinking poi-
son and expecting the enemy 
to die. You’re ruining the qual-
ity of your life.”

In 2002, Sanders moved to 
Little Rock with husband Tom 
Sanders. Her first husband, 
Glenn, died from cancer a few 
years after the bombing. In 
2003, she started an art stu-
dio called Portraits of Love in 
which she paints portraits for 
families who have lost children.

Desiring to spread the mes-
sage of forgiveness and the hope 
of healing to grief-stricken fami-
lies, Sanders continues to share 
her story in the media and at 
various events and churches.  

“Forgiveness is not an event, 
it’s a process,” she said, noting 
everyone’s process is different.

The words she clung to dur-
ing her desperate times and the 
words she continues to share 
today are those of John Walsh, 
host of the TV show “Ameri-
ca’s Most Wanted”: “You will 
grieve, and you will grieve 
deeply. But you will survive.”

While Sanders still ponders 
the tragic experience from 
time to time, she makes a daily 
choice to live life to its fullest.

“We’re spending our life 
like we do our bank account. 
Be careful how you invest it. … 
I try to be wise because I’m not 
getting this day back,” she said.

For more information 
about Sanders and her minis-
try, visit kathysandersart.com.

Anna Hurst served as a 2015 
summer intern at Arkansas Bap-
tist News.

‘Harboring bitterness 
and hatred is like 

drinking poison and 
expecting the enemy 
to die. You’re ruining 

the quality of  
your life.’ 

Kathy Sanders reflects on the lives of her grandsons, Chase and Colton, who were 
killed in the 1995 Oklahoma City Bombing.
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Every child needs a father! That 
has been my observation of our cul-
ture in the 48 years of my ministry. 
Don’t get me wrong. Mothers are 
very important to the development 
of a child’s character and personal-
ity, but our culture 
seems to overlook 
the necessity of a fa-
ther’s influence on 
the life of a child. 
That’s why God 
created man and 
woman to be the 
core foundation of 
the family. Jesus was no 
different. He also need an 
earthly father, as well as a 
mother.

The dilemma Joseph 
faced in Matthew 1 was 
a cultural one of that 
time: His bride-to-be had 
become pregnant under 
suspicious circumstances. 
Everyone in their village 
would be pointing fin-
gers and wagging their 
tongues, just like today. His concern 
was for the reputation and integrity 
of Mary, as well as himself. The best 
solution was a secret and private di-
vorce.

But God intervened in the matter. 
He sent the same angel to Joseph who 
had declared the message to Mary 

concerning the Messiah. 
In a dream, it was revealed to Jo-

seph what he must do regardless of 
what the consequences would be for 
them as a family. He had to take Mary 
as his wife!

God saw the 
need for His Son 
to have an earthly 
father, one that 
would show His 
Son the ways of 
this world. Even 
though Jesus was 
divine and the 

Son of God, the Bible 
states that He would lay 
aside this divinity and 
live in the manner of 
every earthly man (Phil. 
2:5-11). To accomplish 
this, Jesus needed Joseph 
in His life.

The clear implication 
of this event, which is 
recorded only Matthew, 
is that for a true family 
to exist, it needs both a 

father and a mother. In our world 
today, we have forgotten this funda-
mental necessity; that is why we are 
a broken society. I admire the fathers 
of today who have taken on the re-
sponsibility of raising someone else’s 
child. You have a good role model in 
Joseph.

self-righteousness I hold.
I try to be a good church member. 

I try to follow the injunction to love 
(John 13:34). I fall far short. 

I wrote to you last time of our dog 
learning to obey. I, also, need to learn 

to obey my Master 
Jesus.

John also wrote 
Revelation, tell-
ing of the end of 
time. There are 
judgments taking 
place: one for the 
lost, one for the 

saved.
Can you remember 

disappointing your par-
ents when you were 
young? Not just the dis-
cipline, but the disap-
pointment in their eyes? 
Fast-forward your imagi-
nation to the Bema Seat 
of Christ when all we are 
and all we have done is 
brought out. 

Today is the day not 
just for salvation, but for confession. 

Today is the day to drop the rocks. 
Today is the day for the adults of 

the Church to demonstrate to the 
young Christians the grace of forgive-
ness. 

Jesus has said, “Neither do I con-
demn you” (John 8:11).

Visitors have come and with pres-
ents! During Christmastime, many of 
us will have visitors who come to cel-
ebrate this special day with us. I remem-
ber a Christmas we spent in Chicago 
with our preteen children. Our son 
came home from 
school depressed. 

When I asked 
him what the mat-
ter was, he asked, 
“Are we a weird 
family?” 

“Why do you 
ask that, son?” I in-
quired. 

“Well, most of my 
friends all have two moms 
and dads who give them 
gifts.” 

I guess we were an un-
conventional family in to-
day’s society considering 
the divorce rate among 
Christians is close to the 
national average of 52 
percent! But this situation 
had an impact on my son’s 
life.

The wise men’s visit in Matthew 2 
had a dramatic impact on the people 
of Jerusalem. It is interesting to me that 
the chief priest and scribes had not rec-
ognized the signs of Christ’s birth be-
fore these foreigners and had to search 
the Scriptures concerning the event. It 

sounds like the spiritual condition of 
Israel was much like that of our soci-
ety today; secular matters had become 
more important than God.

So, how did the wise men learn of 
this event? Part of the answer may lie 

in the influence 
the Jews had dur-
ing the Babylonian 
captivity, especially 
from Daniel, who 
was a high official 
in at least three 
kings’ courts. 
Being the chief 

wise man of his day, he 
would have revealed to 
them the Jewish Scrip-
tures. Also another source 
could have been the Jews 
who still lived in the area 
of ancient Babylon. Re-
gardless of where the in-
formation was acquired, 
the wise men were aware 
of a significant event hap-
pening in or around Jeru-
salem.

Once the place of Christ’s birth was 
revealed, the wise men did not delay 
in finding the Child, who now lived 
in a house, to bring Him gifts of wor-
ship. Today many are searching for this 
same Christ. The question we have to 
answer is, “What gifts do we bring to 
Jesus, who is worthy of worship?”

This passage, John 1:1-14, is perhaps 
the most important in all of Scripture. 
If we miss the train here, we don’t go 
anywhere near heaven’s gates.

In John 1:1-5, our complete faith 
foundation is laid. Entire seminary 
courses are unable 
to exhaust these 
verses.

We must be-
lieve the world is 
formed by God. 
It is no accident, 
no celestial sneeze 
around a mote of 
dust. We must know that 
Jesus is also pre-existent 
with God the Father. Oth-
erwise John 1:2 is a lie 
and Jesus lied in and John 
10:30, and no liar could 
provide salvation.

It is obvious as we read 
and view the news that 
mankind has rejected 
Jesus as surely as the Phar-
isees in Luke 19:39. His 
own, the creation of His 
hands, refuse Him and His teachings. 

Even those of us who claim Jesus as 
Master disobey. We push and sweat; we 
neglect our families to get ahead. We 
hurry with our heads down, refusing 
to “consider the lilies” (Luke 12:27). 
We work so much overtime that our 
spouses and children hardly recognize 

us when we do stumble home. We 
live in dark and troubling times. Our 
behavior is as futile at the drills from 
the 1950s when children were taught 
in case of nuclear attack to get under 
the school desk and put their heads 

down and cover 
them with their 
arms. We are led 
to believe that we 
would be safe from 
it all, if only we fol-
lowed the instruc-
tions of the world.

Before you 
throw a rock at me, offi-
cials were doing their best 
to calm the public. But 
then, as now, those well-
meaning people in charge 
of the world didn’t have 
answers.

John 1:14 provides 
the answer: “The Word 
became flesh and dwelt 
among us.” God’s Son – 
He brought to us light; 
He brought truth; He 

brought salvation. 
John personally saw Jesus’ glory, 

walked and talked with the Master. 
But to the disciples, Jesus said, 

“Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed” (John 20:29).

That is us! Get your building on the 
right Foundation – the Son of God!

Mary Kisor
Russellville

The King arrives
MATTHEW 1:18-25

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Howard Kisor
Russellville 

The sweetest words in any language 
are, “I forgive you,” from the lips of 
Jesus. 

Most of us have been in dark 
places of the heart. Maybe you didn’t 
choose the place directly, but the 
choices of your 
life brought you 
there. Maybe an 
automobile acci-
dent happened; 
maybe an argu-
ment took place 
with family or a 
friend; perhaps a 
prescription drug got out 
of control. 

Dark, hurtful places 
of the broken and ruined 
come to our lives.

Jesus was no stranger to 
dark places. Imagine how 
this world must have felt 
to Him after the glorious 
throne of heaven.

John 8 tells of a woman 
whose life was ruined. 
Good church people de-
manded the fulfillment of the Law. 
Jesus could see the ruined places in 
every heart in the crowd. There have 
been many guesses about what Jesus 
wrote in the dirt. I don’t know. All 
I know is that in the silent presence 
of the Christ, as I look deep into my 
own heart, I must drop the rocks of 

Freed by God’s forgiveness
JOHN 8:2-11

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

The King worshipped 
MATTHEW 2:1-12

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Saved by God’s Son
JOHN 1:1-5, 9-14

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

DECEMBER 13, 2015

Mary Kisor
Russellville

DECEMBER 20, 2015




	12-3_ABN_po1_p
	12-3_ABN_po2_p
	12-3_ABN_po3_p
	12-3_ABN_po4_p
	12-3_ABN_po5_p
	12-3_ABN_po6_p
	12-3_ABN_po7_p
	12-3_ABN_po8_p
	12-3_ABN_po9_p
	12-3_ABN_po10_p
	12-3_ABN_po11_p
	12-3_ABN_po12_p
	12-3_ABN_po13_p
	12-3_ABN_po14_p
	12-3_ABN_po15_p
	12-3_ABN_po16_p

