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41st State Handbell Festival held 
at Geyer Springs FBC, Little Rock

Handbell 
festival
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Stories of Faith

Tingle after accident: ‘God,
  I’m totally in Your hands’

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – “Lord, I’m 
not going to lie to You – I’d 
love to spend some more time 
with my wife and I’d love to 
see my kids 
have grand-
kids and I’d 
love to con-
tinue to pro-
claim Your 
gospel. I’ve 
talked a lot 
about the fact 
that things are 
always in Your 
hands, but 
this totally is in Your hands.”

This was the prayer of 
Robby Tingle as he waited for 
someone to find him in the 
wreckage of his car the night 
of Feb. 16, 2014.

He had been driving home 
after preaching in Brinkley 

when his car went off the 
road and collided with a tree 
at the Lonoke exit on Inter-
state 40. He waited in the 
wreckage, knowing if some-
one did not find him, he 
would bleed to death.

But a passer-
by – a nurse – 
did find him, 
and due to his 
close proximity 
to the Lonoke 
exit, emergency 
personnel were 
able to arrive 
quickly and 
transport him 
to the hospital.

As a result of the accident, 
Tingle, former team leader 
for the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
missions ministries team, sus-
tained broken ribs on his left 

Warren addresses mental 
health issues in Hot Springs
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HOT SPRINGS – Every 
year, 39,000-41,000 people 
commit suicide in the U.S. 
In 2012, 11.5 million people 
in the U.S. seriously con-
sidered suicide, and 2.5 at-
tempted it.

Kay Warren, Christian au-
thor and co-founder – with 
her husband, Rick – of Sad-
dleback Church in Lake For-
est, Calif., shared these sta-
tistics at an event sponsored 
by the Arkansas Chapter of 

the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention. 

The event, titled An Eve-
ning with Kay Warren, was 
held at First Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, on March 13. 
Warren spoke on the faith 
community’s role regarding 
mental health issues.

Suicide became more 
than a statistic for Warren 
in 2013, when her son, Mat-
thew, committed suicide.  

Warren used the acrostic 
“church” to give practical 

See TINGLE page 6

See HEALTH page 2

Robby Tingle (center) shares a light moment with his co-worker, Gwen McCallister (left) and his wife, Cynthia, recently in 
his office at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Building in Little Rock. Tingle has had 26 surgeries since a 2014 accident.

City of Refuge reaches homeless to PhDs
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – After just a 
year, a Little Rock urban com-
munity church is reaching 
people from diverse 
backgrounds – many of 
whom are people who 
once thought they had 
little or no use for the 
Church.

City of Refuge 
Community Church, 
Little Rock, marked its 
one-year anniversary 
this month, growing 
steadily from a small Bible 
study group two years ago to 
a vibrant church body. It’s 

basic goal: reaching all people, 
especially those whom the tra-
ditional church has neglected.

“We started with a Bible 
study in February of 2013. We 
started Sunday morning in 

November of the same 
year and then moved 
into the building that 
we are in now in De-
cember,” said Neal 
Scoggins, pastor and 
church planter of City 
of Refuge.

Scoggins remem-
bers well that the 
first few Bible studies 

held were attended by only a 
handful of individuals – half 
of whom were his immediate 

family. Today the group of five 
or six has grown to nearly 40 
on most Sunday mornings.

“We have an eclectic mix, 
but it matches the communi-
ty,” said Scoggins. “We have a 
lady that has an earned Ph.D. 
sitting right next to a homeless 
guy.”

The diversity of the church’s 
body is also present in the 
church’s staff. Scoggins is an 
African-American from North 
Little Rock, and the church’s 
worship leader is “a tall white 
guy who looks like Drew Carey 
from Cabot,” smiled Scoggins. 

“His name is Travis 

The ABN classi� eds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 10.
The ABN classi� eds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classi� ed ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

See REFUGE page 7

Scoggins
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Page applauds defeat
of ‘Chuck E. Cheese’ bill  
LITTLE ROCK – A pro-
posed bill that would have 
expanded cash-operated 
arcade games that reward 
players with tickets that 
can then be redeemed for 
toys or novelties allowed 
to operate in Arkansas has 
been defeated following 
opposition voiced to leg-
islators, said Larry Page, 
executive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and Eth-
ics Council. Page said as 
originally drafted, SB745 
would have raised the limit 
to $850 from $12.50; and 
it didn’t limit the number 
of prizes a player could 
win, essentially allowing  
“numerous convenience 
stores, restaurants/bars, 
gas stations, and other 
various retail businesses all 
over Arkansas to become 
little casinos.”

Arkansas Senate OKs
abortion bill restrictions
LITTLE ROCK – The 
Arkansas Senate gave 
final passage March 17 
to a bill to place new re-
strictions on use of the 
abortion-inducing drug 
RU-486, arkansasnews.
com reported. The Sen-
ate voted 26-5 to approve 
House Bill 1394 requir-
ing that dosage levels 
and administration pro-
tocols recommended by 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration be fol-
lowed when RU-486, or 
mifepristone, is adminis-
tered. The doctor who ad-
ministers the drug must 
have a contract with a 
doctor who agrees to han-
dle complications, and 
the doctor who contracts 
to handle complications 
would have to have ad-
mitting privileges and gy-
necological/surgical priv-
ileges at a hospital that 
is designated to handle 
complications resulting 
from abortion-inducing 
drugs, arkansasnews.com 
reported.

David Platt unveils ‘reset’ of IMB strategy, structure
HOUSTON (BP) – Interna-
tional Mission Board (IMB) 
President David Platt proposed 
streamlining the mission agen-
cy’s strategy and structure – in 
keeping with his desire for the 
IMB to exalt Christ and work 
more effectively toward ac-
complishing the Great Com-
mission – during the IMB’s 
Feb. 24-25 trustee meeting in 
Houston.

Platt addressed the agency’s 
trustees with a proposal “to 
reset our strategy and realign 
our structure so that as we ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send 
out workers into His field, we 
will be ready when He does.” 
Trustees unanimously ap-
proved the proposal during the 
meeting.

“We want to empower limit-
less missionary teams to make 
disciples and multiply church-
es among unreached people,” 
Platt said. 

“We need a strategy that 
doesn’t cap our number of 
missionaries merely based 
upon how much money we 
have.”

Platt noted the IMB oper-
ated “in the red” last year, with 
the agency’s operating expens-
es exceeding income by nearly 
$21 million.

“Right now our funnel is 
really small ... such that we’re 
turning people away,” Platt 
said. 

“And what I’m saying, what 
we know, is that we need to 
blow open this funnel and 
create as many pathways as 
possible for Christians and 
churches to get the gospel to 
unreached people.”

The IMB must creatively 
consider how to lever-
age the avenues God 
has given for limitless 
men, women and fami-
lies to join together 
on missionary teams 
to make disciples and 
multiply churches 
among unreached peo-
ple groups, Platt said. 
Since his election in August 
2014, Platt has stated his five 
biblically based desires for IMB 
are to exalt Christ, mobilize 
Christians, equip the church, 
facilitate church planting and 
play its part in completing the 
Great Commission.

As a result of these desires, 
Platt recommended to IMB 
trustees a “reset” of the agen-
cy’s strategy, and realignment 
of its structure, to focus on five 
main areas: Global Training, 
Global Engagement, Opera-

tions and Finance, Mobiliza-
tion and Strategy.

Platt said the changes are 
intended to be reproducible 
through the IMB’s national 
partners around the world: 
making disciples among un-
reached people and seeing 
churches established, then see-
ing those churches, in turn, 
send Christians to unreached 
people, training them and sup-

porting them as they 
engage the world with 
the gospel.

“We want to fuel 
movement like this 
all over the world!” 
Platt said. “But let me 
be clear. Strategy and 
structure are not the 
ultimate answer to see-

ing Christians and churches 
engaging unreached people 
with the gospel. ... What that 
means is that more than we 
need a streamlined strategy or 
a simplified structure, we need 
the power of God to do what 
only He can do.

“This is why I am calling ev-
eryone across our IMB family 
– from trustees to personnel 
or otherwise – to fast and pray, 
because only God can do this 
work. … Let’s get down on our 
knees, then get up from our 

knees and do whatever it takes, 
no matter what that means, to 
set the sails for God to empow-
er limitless missionary teams 
who are making disciples and 
multiplying churches among 
unreached people for the glory 
of His name.”

The impending changes are 
not about IMB employees or 
trustees in specific roles, but 
about the billions of people 
who die without a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, David 
Steverson, IMB vice president 
of finance, noted during his 
finance report.

“I’m confident that my col-
leagues on staff and our mis-
sionaries around the world are 
also single-mindedly focused 
on this reality: We must find 
ways to get the gospel to more 
and more people,” he said, 
adding:

“Any change that facilitates 
that reality and moves us for-
ward in our task is something 
we must do. I’m committed to 
doing all that I can, in what-
ever small way, to make it a re-
ality that there is a multitude 
from every language, people, 
tribe and nation knowing and 
worshipping the Lord Jesus 
Christ. May it be so for all of 
us.”

continued from page one
HEALTH
tips on how churches of all 
sizes can respond to the issue 
of mental illness.

She encouraged churches 
to:

C – Care for and support 
individuals and families.

H – Help with practical 
needs.

U – Unleash trained volun-
teers.

R – Remove the stigma.
C – Collaborate with the 

community to provide educa-
tion.

H – Offer hope.
She noted that every church 

body has their own unique re-
sources to offer.

“You have something to 
give in your community; you 
have something to give in your 
own life. You have experiences 
that can benefit other people,” 
she said, adding, “We can be 
a part of God bringing beauty 
from ashes. Me being in front 
of you here tonight is evidence 
that God brings beauty from 
ashes.”

Other speakers at the event 

were Rex Horne, president 
of Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity, who addressed compas-
sion in the Church, and Dr. 
John Wayne Smith, a local 
Hot Springs 
p h y s i c i a n , 
who spoke on 
mental illness 
and the im-
portance of 
the Church 
sharing hope 
with people.

J e s s i c a 
Miller, Miss 
Lights of the 
Delta Out-
s t a n d i n g 
Teen, gave a 
youth’s per-
spective on 
suicide.

F a t h e r 
George Sand-
ers, priest at 
Saint Mary of 
the Springs 
Catholic Church in Hot 
Springs, prayed for the eve-
ning’s events. Michael Stanley, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Perryville, served as master of 
ceremonies.

A number of others also 

took part in the ceremony or 
served behind the scenes. 

A special meet-and-greet 
time was held with Warren 
prior to the event.

In an in-
terview with 
the Arkansas 
Baptist News, 
Warren said 
she wanted 
to communi-
cate comfort 
and hope, 
as well as 
foster aware-
ness  and 
e d u c a t i o n , 
through the 
Hot Springs 
event.

“At the 
end of the 
day, I would 
love for ev-
erybody who 
walks away 
from here to 

feel hopeful, to feel like, … 
‘There’s something that I can 
do to make a difference in the 
life of my friend, my family 
member, my co-worker who’s 
struggling,’” Warren said, not-
ing she also wants people to 

realize suicide is preventable 
and treatable. 

Vicki Stanley, board mem-
ber of the Arkansas Chapter of 
the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention and chair-
woman of the Programs Com-
mittee, coordinated the event. 
Stanley is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs.

“After losing my son to sui-
cide in 2011, I had to do some-
thing to remove the stigma 
around his death,” she said, 
noting he had recently gradu-
ated from the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
with honors in geriatrics and 
was a first-year resident at a 
hospital in Jonesboro. “Look-
ing back, I can see the signs 
but thought he was a grown 
man and capable of making 
his own decisions. I realize I 
was wrong now. Now is too 
late for him, but hopefully I 
can use his death as a teaching 
instrument to others.”

For more information, visit 
afsp.org. A crisis hotline for 
people struggling or in need of  
assistance is available at 1-800-
273-TALK.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Platt

Kay Warren speaks to an attendee at 
an event on mental health held at First 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs, March 13.
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Same-sex marriage
dividing evangelicals
NASHVILLE (BP) – From 
churches in California 
and Alabama to the larg-
est Presbyterian denomi-
nation in America, same-
sex marriage continues 
to prompt concern in the 
larger evangelical commu-
nity. City Church in San 
Francisco has drawn criti-
cism from evangelicals for 
lifting its requirement that 
members with same-sex at-
traction not engage in ho-
mosexual behavior. Mean-
while, Weatherly Heights 
Baptist Church in Hunts-
ville, Ala., has been disfel-
lowshipped from its local 
Baptist association after 
its pastor and an unpaid 
minister to the communi-
ty expressed their support 
for same-sex marriage and 
the volunteer minister per-
formed at least one same-
sex wedding. The Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.) ap-
proved a new definition of 
marriage from “a man and 
a woman” to “two people, 
traditionally a man and a 
woman.”

Lethal injection upheld 
by Ark. Supreme Court
LITTLE ROCK – The 
Arkansas Supreme Court 
ruled March 19 to uphold 
the state’s lethal injection 
law, according to media 
reports. The decision re-
leased by the high court 
reverses a Pulaski County 
Circuit Court judge’s 
2014 decision. Arkansas 
Attorney General Leslie 
Rutledge said in a state-
ment following the rul-
ing: “I am pleased that the 
State’s highest Court has 
upheld the constitution-
ality of Arkansas’s death 
penalty law that provides 
for executions to occur 
by lethal injection. I am 
hopeful that this decision 
will allow the convictions 
of those on death row 
to move forward so that 
some closure and justice 
is brought to the families 
of the victims.”

Floyd names 
SBC Committee 
on Committees
COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP) – 
Appointments to the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s (SBC) 
Committee on Committees 
have been announced by SBC 
President Ronnie Floyd, pas-
tor of Cross Church, Spring-

dale. Floyd 
a n n o u n c e d 
the appoint-
ments in ac-
cordance with 
SBC Bylaw 
19, which 
calls for pro-
viding notice 
to Southern 

Baptists of the appointees 
no later than 45 days in ad-
vance of each year’s conven-
tion.

The 2015 SBC Annual 
Meeting will be held at the 
Greater Columbus Conven-
tion Center in Columbus, 
Ohio, June 16-17.

The Committee on Com-
mittees will assemble in Co-
lumbus just prior to the SBC’s 
June 16-17 annual meeting 
to nominate members of the 
Committee on Nominations 
who, in turn, nominate trust-
ees for the boards of SBC 
entities. SBC Bylaw 19 also 
provides that the Committee 
on Commit-
tees “shall 
nominate 
all special 
commit -
tees au-
t h o r i z e d 
during the 
sessions of the 
Convention not otherwise 
provided for.”

The Committee on Com-
mittees has 68 members, two 
from each of the 34 states and 
regions qualified for represen-
tation on boards of SBC enti-
ties.

Floyd named Bryan Smith, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Roanoke, Va., to serve as chair-
man of this year’s Committee 
on Committees. See Floyd’s 
blog at ronniefloyd.com for 
more information about the 
Committee on Committees’ 
selection process.

Committee members from 
Arkansas are Tom Hatley, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Rogers, and Bill Elliff, The 
Summit Church, North Little 
Rock.

Ark. Baptist News Day of Prayer set for May 17
MAY 17 has been designated 
as the official 2015 Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) Day of 
Prayer.

Arkansas Baptists are en-
couraged to pray during the 
month of May for the work of 
their state Baptist newspaper, 
as well as for the work being 
done across the Natural State 
through the ministry of Arkan-
sas Baptist churches and insti-
tutions.

“While the ABN staff and 
board of directors desire your 
prayers as we seek to further 
the gospel through our own 
work, we also want to draw at-
tention to the wide range of 
kingdom work being done by 
Arkansas Baptists throughout 
the state,” said Tim Yarbrough, 
ABN editor.

“Arkansas Baptists each 

week report to us about how 
God is at work in their church-
es and communities, and we 
are honored to be able to draw 
attention to and celebrate 
His deeds through the Day of 
Prayer on May 17,” Yarbrough 
said. 

The focal Scripture passage 
of this year’s Day of Prayer is 2 
Chronicles 7:14 (ESV): “If my 
people who are called by my 
name humble themselves, and 
pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal their 
land.”

“This verse parallels the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion’s current focus on prayer 
for revival and awakening,” 
Yarbrough said. “America is 
in desperate need of revival. 

May it start with Arkansas 
Baptists!”

In recognition of the 2015 
ABN Day of Prayer, a special 
bulletin insert will be mailed 
to all Arkansas Baptist church-
es for distribution on May 17 
or the following Sunday. 

The insert is being pro-
duced by the ABN in coopera-
tion with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention executive 
and administrative team.

Members of the ABN staff 
and board of directors are 
available to speak on May 17 
or other times during May to 
support the emphasis. To re-
quest a speaker for a Sunday 
morning or evening service 
or a Wednesday night ser-
vice, please contact the ABN 
at abn@arkansasbaptist.org or 
501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Floyd

PRAYER AT CAPITOL – Pastors, 
church members and members of the 
Arkansas Legislature came together at 
the Arkansas state Capitol in Little Rock 
March 17 to pray for Arkansas and for 
the state’s ministers, elected officials 
and leaders. Lt. Gov. Tim Griffin was 
the event’s keynote speaker. Griffin 
briefly addressed those in attendance 
and welcomed them to visit his office, 
which he referred to as “the parsonage,” 
when visiting the Capitol. “Welcome to 
the mission field, folks,” said Griffin.  “I 
want y’all to view that office, and the 
coffee and the snacks and the coat rack 
as a place to rest in between sharing 
with folks, ... because the one thing we 
have in common as humans is that we 
are all broken and in need of Christ.” 
Before leaving the meeting to speak to 
a bill, Griffin led the group in a time of 
prayer. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

right of Israel to exist and 
pledged support for the na-
tion with financial and strate-
gic military support.

Recently, some watchers 

of Israel have asked, “Should 
evangelical Christians con-
tinue to support a nation that 
is in many ways secular and 
has not received Jesus Christ 
as Messiah?”

When I am asked to answer 
this question I point directly 
to Scripture. After all, Israel is 
God’s original chosen people. 
What’s more, God says He 
is not done with Israel just 

T here was a time when 
the foreign policy of the 

United States government 
was something that many 
Americans could readily 
champion.

In recent years, however,  
that has all changed.

With an activist liberal 
administration in the White 
House and many liberal 
leaders occupying Washing-
ton D.C., what Americans 
once considered as “givens” 
from its leadership have given 
way to indecision, inaction 
and outright left-wing post-
modern progressivism.

Such is the case with the 
state of America’s relation-
ship with the Israel.

In spite of their personal 
belief concerning the matter, 
every U.S. president since the 
rebirth of the state of Israel 
has publically supported the 

America’s support of Israel must be unwavering  

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

yet, as Paul writes in Romans 
11:25-29 (ESV): “Lest you be 
wise in your own sight, I do 
not want you to be unaware 
of this mystery, brothers: a 

partial hardening has come 
upon Israel, until the full-
ness of the Gentiles has 
come in. And in this way 
all Israel will be saved, as it 
is written, ‘The Deliverer 
will come from Zion, he 
will banish ungodliness 
from Jacob’; ‘and this will 

be my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins.’ 
As regards the gospel, they are 
enemies for your sake. But 
as regards election, they are 
beloved for the sake of their 
forefathers. For the gifts and 
the calling of God are irrevo-
cable.”

Yes, while we cannot fully 
understand the ways of the 
God of the Universe and 

A gospel famine
gives billions of dollars in aid 
to war-torn or famine-stricken 
countries to relieve this kind 
of human suffering. The truth 
is Americans throw away 
more food than many of these 

people have 
to eat.  

There 
is another 
kind of 
famine that 
exists, and 
its effects are 
not always 
visible. It is 

a “gospel famine.” As sad is 
it may be, countries that have 
no physical food are often 
plagued by an even greater 
trouble. They lack access to 
the gospel. Instead of empty 
stomachs, these people have 
a spiritual emptiness that is 
never filled. Instead of putrid 

L ast Friday night our 
family celebrated my 

brother-in-law’s birthday, and 
I ate one of the top five best 
cheeseburgers I’ve had in my 
entire life, and I’ve eaten a lot 
of cheese-
burgers! 
Although 
hunger is a 
problem for 
many in our 
country, we 
in the U.S. 
have never 
experienced 
it on the nationwide scale 
that we normally see in the 
Third World.

The scene on TV is all too 
familiar: pictures of little chil-
dren with bloated stomachs, 
surrounded by flies, drink-
ing putrid water haunt our 
minds. The U.S. annually 

water, they drink from the 
dregs of sinful and dirty liv-
ing that bring about pain and 
suffering. Instead of dying of 
malnutrition, they are dying 
in sin and spending an 
eternity in hell. The aver-
age American can turn on 
a TV, radio or Internet and 
access thousands of ser-
mons or read the Scripture 
in any version.    

In many countries 
around the world, people 
are dying of spiritual 
hunger, and while we eat 
our cheeseburgers here at 
home, we are doing very little 
to feed the masses. Mission 
agencies are sending, but 
more could go. More could 
give. More could pray. How 
much more could Southern 
Baptists do if we would really 
commit ourselves to help ad-

vance the gospel? When you 
start talking about missions, a 
common response is, “What 
about the lost people here in 
our community?” Don’t get 

me wrong – I don’t see this 
as an either/or proposition. 
It’s not a decision to either 
reach the rest of the world or 
focus our energies at home. 
It’s a both/and issue.  We are 
to both love the people here 
and reach out to the world. 

VIEWPOINT

Kim Reeder
 Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church 

Tyronza

The hard truth we must face, 
though, is that in general, our 
table is prepared for a feast 
while many are dying for lack 
of a single morsel of gospel 

Truth.  
Don’t give up on your 

friends, family and neigh-
bors. They need Jesus. 
Pray for them, talk to 
them and share the gospel 
with them. Remember, 
though, that while they 
have access to the gospel 
on a regular basis and 
continue to reject Jesus, 
there are hundreds of mil-

lions of people who have not 
yet had the chance to even 
consider the claims of Christ. 
Should we not feed them too?

Kim Reeder is pastor of Barton 
Chapel Baptist Church in Ty-
ronza and a frequent contributor 
to the Arkansas Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

the Creator of all things, we 
should never, ever doubt His 
plan – even if it sometimes 
doesn’t make sense to our 
human minds.

What really concerns me 
is what has happened to the 
nations that have turned  

See ISRAEL page 5
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Embracing the future together

‘Church revitalization’Family Matters
Resurrection readings

O  ur family began reading 
about the events leading up 

to Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrec-
tion in chronological order on 
March 1, five weeks before Easter, 
beginning with the Last Supper 
accounts in Mat-
thew 26:17-30; Mark 
14:12-26; Luke 22:7-
30, and John 13:1-
17. The purpose was 
to read and discuss 
the events surround-
ing the crucifixion 
and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. I want 
my family to be extremely famil-
iar with details surrounding the 
Death and Resurrection accounts 
in each of the Gospels. The days 
leading up to Resurrection Sunday 
are great opportunities to teach 
your children and grandchildren 
about Jesus and to tell others 
about Jesus. 

Here are a few reasons I would 
encourage you to read through the 
crucifixion, burial and resurrec-
tion accounts of Jesus Christ.

– It provides daily opportuni-
ties to talk about who Jesus is and 
what He did.

– It points us to all the prophe-
cies in the Old Testament that 
Jesus fulfilled.

– It enables us to understand 
the suffering Jesus went through to 
pay the penalty for our sins.

– It grounds us in the factual 
accounts of the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus.

– It leads us to a saving relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

– It draws us to fall more in love 
with our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.

– It helps us to follow Jesus’ ex-
ample of being obedient to the will 
of the Father.

– It motivates us to tell others 
about the good news of salvation 
through Jesus.

– It gives us hope for eternal life 
and a home in heaven with Jesus.

Set aside some intentional time 
individually and with your family 
to read through the story of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection:  

Jesus’ crucifixion – Matthew 
27:32-56, Mark 15:21-41, Luke 
23:26-49, John 19:17-37.

Jesus’ burial – Matthew 27:57-
66, Mark 15:42-47, Luke 23:50-56, 
John 19:38-42.

Jesus’ resurrection – Matthew 
28:1-15, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-
35, John 20:1-23.

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evangelism 
and church health team.

Phillips

Whenever I go see my family doctor, Dr. Willie, he al-
ways weighs me first (and his scales are always wrong 

– too heavy); then he takes my blood pressure, my pulse 
and my temperature. These are my simple vital signs that 
show him whether I am healthy or sick. 

We are hearing a lot today about “church revitaliza-
tion.” I like it. I believe in the local Church, and I believe 
the local Church is the last line of 
defense between godless people and 
the place Jesus called “hell.” We are 
in a battle for the souls of men and 
women, boys and girls, but some-
times this battle takes its toll on the 
Church. 

Admittedly, some of our churches 
are weak, unhealthy and battled-
scarred; but always remember that 
Jesus said He would build His Church and the gates of 
Hades would not overwhelm it. 

So how do we improve church health? We look to Scrip-
tures such as Acts 4:31-37. In this passage, I see three char-
acteristics of a healthy church. 

First, they were a committed church. The congrega-
tion of believers (more than 8,000) was of one heart and 
soul. It’s hard to get four Southern Baptists to agree on 
the same thing, much less 8,000, but verse 31 says, “And 
when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered 
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.” 
Through the filling of the Holy Spirit, they were commit-
ted to the Great Commission of making disciples and the 

Great Commandment of loving their neighbor. They were 
also committed to preaching the gospel. Preaching the 
gospel was always the focal point of the apostles’ preaching 
and should be ours today. The gospel is offensive and is 
not politically correct, but the gospel is life changing and 
biblically correct. 

Secondly, the early Church was a sacrificing Church. 
Imagine the powerful testimony of the early 
Church found in verse 34, “not a needy per-
son among them.” This is a great picture of 
sacrificial giving. They were putting the needs 
of others before themselves. They were a giv-
ing church. They were living sacrificial lives. 
Today in church life, most Christians give less 
than 3 percent of their income to the Lord’s 
work. In my opinion, most of us are a long 
ways from sacrificial giving. 

Thirdly, they were an authentic church. Barnabas sold a 
piece of land and laid the proceeds at the apostles’ feet to 
be distributed as they determined. This was real authentic-
ity. But wherever God is active, Satan will be active also. 
That is why the Bible records for us Acts 5:1-11. Barnabas 
was real with the right motive, but Ananias and Sapphira 
were hypocrites. They said one thing, but did something 
else, and God dealt with their lie. This is not an exhaus-
tive list of the characteristics of a healthy church. There are 
more, but I hope this stirs our hearts to consider what a 
healthy church looks like. May all of HIS churches be revi-
talized for HIS Glory!  

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in Jonesboro.

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Archie Mason

Thank you, Arkansas Baptists, for allowing me the op-
portunity to serve and lead at the Arkansas Baptist 

Foundation; the transition process has already been a tre-
mendous blessing. In addition to being allowed to spend 
time each week volunteering in the office at Foundation, 
I have also been blessed to attend numerous meetings and 
events on behalf of the Foundation 
in these past two years.

The most exciting and encourag-
ing times have been the meetings 
with convention leadership regarding 
strengthening partnership and coop-
eration as well as eliminating duplica-
tion. As we work together to promote 
biblical stewardship, we must align 
our stewardship philosophy with our 
eschatology; this will cause us to examine whether we are 
trusting God to provide for our current and future needs 
by putting to work what He provides. Our focus will shift 
more to considering our effectiveness in stewarding the 
resources we have.

I continue to be extremely thankful to David Moore and 
the Foundation board for allowing me this opportunity 

to further serve in obedience to God. Never once have I 
questioned the call on my life to serve here at the Founda-
tion. I am so thankful for the prayers and words of encour-
agement that have been received. I’d like to say a special 
“thank you” to our executive committee; they were charged 
with not only the personnel demands of the transition, but 

also the provision of leadership and guidance 
throughout this process.

This is a very busy and exciting time for 
the Foundation as we attempt to execute the 
insight found in the following excerpt from 
the book “The Choice: The Christ-Centered 
Pursuit of Kingdom Outcomes”: “Obedience 
to God and the alignment of our strategies 
with Scripture position us for kingdom out-
comes, also known as fruit. This does not 

mean that we won’t have difficulties. It simply means that 
we will not try to use people and money to accomplish our 
purposes. We will, instead, invite others to participate with 
us in God’s work as faithful stewards and obedient dis-
ciples. With this perspective, disciples are blessed, ministry 
is accomplished, and God gets all the glory.”

Bobby Thomas is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

KINGDOM 
 FOUNDATION 

Bobby Thomas

continued from page 4
ISRAEL
away from God and support of His  
chosen people.

Here are few other Scripture pas-
sages to look to when you are asked 
to defend your support of Israel.

“I will bless those who bless you, 
and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 

12:3, (ESV).
An example of a Gentile receiving 

a blessing from God because of love 
for Israel is the healing of the Roman 
centurion’s servant in Luke 7:2-6 
(NIV): “There a centurion’s servant, 
whom his master valued highly, was 
sick and about to die. The centurion 
heard of Jesus and sent some elders 
of the Jews to him, asking him to 
come and heal his servant. When 
they came to Jesus, they pleaded ear-
nestly with him, ‘This man deserves 

to have you do this, because he loves 
our nation and has built our syna-
gogue.’ So Jesus went with them.”

Finally, a few other notable items (I 
could include more if space allowed):

– The roots of Christianity are in 
Judaism (Rom. 15:27).

– Jesus Christ has a Jewish lineage 
(Matt. 1:1-16).

– God commands us to pray for 
peace in Jerusalem (Psalm 122:6).

Tim Yarbrough is editor/executive  
director of the Arkansas Baptist News.
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Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation. 
Consider helping to secure the future of o�  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for years to come by 
including the ABN in your will or by making a contribution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Please contact Bobby Thomas at 
the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 501-376-0732 or 800-798-0969 (toll free outside of Little Rock) for more information.

continued from page one
TINGLE
side, a broken clavicle, a bro-
ken pelvis and a broken ankle. 
In addition, several other 
health complications arose 
in the following months, in-
cluding a blood clot, internal 
bleeding, two bouts of pneu-
monia and wounds on his foot 
that occurred due to a lack of 
blood flow in his leg.

Since the accident, he has 
undergone 26 surgeries and 
has been in and out of the hos-
pital multiple times.

And even now – more than 
a year later – the recovery pro-
cess is by no means complete. 
Doctors are waiting on the 
wounds on his foot to heal be-
fore performing 
surgery that will 
flatten his foot 
out in order for 
him to walk. 
After that sur-
gery, he will un-
dergo therapy 
to help him 
walk.

T o d a y , 
Tingle uses a 
knee scooter 
and sometimes 
walks with a 
cane, which he 
is able to do 
because of the 
way the crushed 
bone calcified 
in his leg.

But Tingle says the ordeal is 
not about him. It is about God 
and His work in his life and 
the lives of others. It is about 
his gratitude for those support-
ing him. It is about the “power 
and wonder of prayer.”

“My wife, Cynthia, and I 
know God in ways now that 
we’ve never known Him,” Tin-
gle said, adding that while he 
would not want to go through 
the experience again, he also 
“wouldn’t trade this experi-
ence of knowing Him the way 
we know Him and know each 
other.”

Tingle said they have 
seen God’s hand at work all 
throughout the process, begin-
ning the night of the accident 
when a nurse was the one to 

find him and the emergency 
personnel were nearby. In ad-
dition, Tingle said one of the 
first responders was a former 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Lonoke. He rode with Tingle 
in the ambulance, contacted 
people for Tingle and waited 
at the hospital for Tingle’s wife 
so he could explain the situa-
tion to her.

Another one of the many 
times the Tingles saw God 
at work was in late February 
2014, when a complication 
arose and part of the muscle in 
Tingle’s right leg died, which 
meant the leg needed to be 
amputated. But when the sur-
geon went in to amputate, all 
he found was a healthy leg. No 
amputation was required.

Since then, Tingle has had 

numerous people tell him they 
were praying for him and the 
amputation the night before it 
occurred. 

“We believe it (the healing 
of the leg) is because of God’s 
grace and it is His response to 
the people that prayed,” Tingle 

said, adding, “God’s 
hand was on me when 
I didn’t know His hand 
was on me.”

While the physical 
results of the accident 
have been hard, Tingle 
said the mental and 
spiritual aspects have 
been even harder.

“You get to make 
a choice every day: 
How are you going to 
use this day? How are 
you going to value this 
day?” he said.

Tingle added, “I 
think the biggest chal-
lenge for me is I don’t 
want to live in the shad-
ow of an accident, but I 
never want to lose light 
of what God has shown 
and what God contin-
ues to do in both mine 
and Cynthia’s life.”

He expressed his 
gratitude for all that 
has been done for him 
and specifically for the 
“graciousness” of J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, ABSC 
executive director, and 
convention staff, who 
have allowed Tingle to con-
tinue serving in ministry at 
the convention in a part-time 
capacity as he recovers. 

Currently, Tingle is serving 
as associational missionary li-
aison for the convention. He 

also assists Randy Garrett, 
ABSC disaster relief director.

“Robby is a very valuable 
asset to the churches of Arkan-
sas,” Tucker said. “He has a 
passion for our Lord and an 
enthusiasm that is extremely 
contagious. We have put him 

in his new roles, and he has 
taken them to new levels of 
impact. I am personally very 
thankful that God has pro-
tected him and allowed him to 
come back to work.”

Tingle said he is also grate-
ful to his wife, who believed in 
him through it all.

“The caregivers, the ones 
who have to come along be-
side, are the ones who pay just 
incredible prices. … She (Cyn-
thia) has demonstrated such 
kindness to me, such love to 
me. And I thought we had a 
great marriage before the acci-
dent, but the love that we have 
for God and the love that we 
have for each other is deeper 
than it’s ever been.”

“God is bigger than I ever 
knew, closer than I could ever 
imagine and more faithful 
than I ever deserve,” said Cyn-
thia Tingle, thanking everyone 
for their prayers and asking 
that they continue praying. 

Robby Tingle noted that the 
Church has truly ministered to 
him and his family.

“There is no possible way 

that Cynthia and I could ex-
press our gratitude for Arkan-
sas Baptists and Christians 
around the world,” he said. 

“What’s most important 
to me in all this is … that it 
is in these times God will re-
veal Himself in ways that we’ve 
never seen Him before,” Tin-
gle said. “But we still have to 
seek Him. He’s there.”

He said he can see God at 
work through the kindness of 
others, and in return, he has 
tried to reflect Christ as well – 
no matter the circumstances.

 “I don’t want it (the acci-
dent) to be about me. … It is 
about what God is doing in my 
life and how God has chosen 
this to move me further in His 
plan. 

“And one thing I know, one 
thing I am certain of: … that 
whatever God has planned for 
me, He has planned. So I’m 
excited about the opportunity 
of serving Him and continu-
ing to serve Him and make a 
difference for His kingdom.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Tingle (above) celebrates life with his family. Tingle (left) prepares for his 21st surgery and 
completes time in the hyperbaric chamber (below left).
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Listen to Gospel Music at �eGospelStation.com

Get tickets now to the 2015 season! 
Special discounts available for 
groups of 15 or more!

continued from page one
REFUGE
(Larison). … He mixes it all 
together. He can go from Hill-
song to Hezekiah Walker,” he 
said.

City of Refuge is located 
at 3400 Roosevelt Road be-
tween the Little Rock Compas-
sion Center and the Pulaski 
County Jail. Scoggins said the 
church has become a home for 
individuals who have never felt 
comfortable at church or who 
have been hurt by the Church 
in the past.

“City of Refuge church is 
striving to become the church 
that is reaching folks that 
many churches don’t want,” 
said Willie Jacobs, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) church planting team 
member. Jacobs is the mem-
ber of the ABSC staff who has 
worked most closely with Scog-
gins and City of Refuge.

“They are using various out-
reach methods 
in partnership 
with Imman-
uel Baptist 
Church, Little 
Rock, and Pas-
tor Gary Hol-
l i n g s wo r t h , 
who is their 
key sponsor 
church, as well 
as other community partners 
as they focus on reaching all 
ethnic groups of people for the 
kingdom,” said Jacobs.

The concept for what would 
become City of Refuge came 
to Scoggins in July 2008, while 
Scoggins and his wife, Erin, 
were vacationing in Chicago.

Scoggins was on staff at an-
other church at the time, but 
as he looked out of a window 
overlooking the Chicago River, 
he felt God speaking to him. 

“It was like God was say-
ing, … ‘If I asked you to walk 
out on this water, would you 
do it?’” said Scoggins. “‘Yeah, 
God, I’d do it.’

“Right after that I started 
to get the vision for a place of 
safety for people who get hurt 
by church, for people that are 
afraid of church or afraid of 
church people and people that 

kind of get thrown away,” said 
Scoggins. “It doesn’t match 
a specific demographic. It 
doesn’t match a specific race 
or age. It’s just people.”

Before planting City of Ref-
uge, Scoggins was working at 
Arkansas Baptist College in 
Little Rock, where he contin-
ues to teach classes. He had 
worked with Jacobs and David 
James, ABSC collegiate and 
young leaders team leader, 
to help forward the school’s 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry. 
However, he had never been 
involved in a Southern Baptist 
church plant until he began 
planning to start City of Ref-
uge.

Scoggins said that at first 
many people cautioned him 
on attempting to start a church 
south of Interstate 630 where 
crime is high and businesses 
regularly fail due to the area’s 
poor economy.

“Everybody kept tell-
ing me, ‘Don’t start in that 
area,’ because everything is 

dying in that 
area. People 
don’t want to 
come. Crime 
is high and 
all of that,” 
said Scoggins. 
“I’m thinking, 
‘That’s the 
place to start.’”

S c o g g i n s 
said there have no doubt been 
challenges to starting a church 
in an economically and spiritu-
ally depressed area of Arkan-
sas’ urban center. However, 
he said he has heard countless 
stories from individuals who 
say City of Refuge has  brought 
them closer to God.

Scoggins told the Arkansas 
Baptist News that he recently 
saw a young man quit using 
and selling drugs due in part 
to the ministry and love he re-
ceived from the City of Refuge 
family.

“I always tell the story about 
Kenneth. I met him at Pulaski 
Tech. He came and was sell-
ing drugs in the area, and he 
told me one day, ‘I’ve got tools 
I don’t need any more – be-
cause you have given me new 
tools.’” said Scoggins. “So, in 
the Bible Study, he brought 

this drug paraphernalia in a 
bag and gave it to me.”

After contacting the local 
authorities, the illicit materials 
were disposed of. However, the 
trust that Kenneth placed in 
his minister still amazes Scog-
gins.

“That blows my mind. 
I’m not that guy. I’m not the 
O.G. (original gangster) kind 
of dude,” said Scoggins. “But 
for him to trust me, that really 
blows my mind.”

Scoggins said Kenneth re-
cently graduated from a lead-
ership program, which was 
founded by former state Sen. 
Tracy Steele. As his project for 
the program, Kenneth present-
ed a ministry called Refuge, 
which provides free nonperish-
able food and personal coun-
seling. City of Refuge is now a 
Refuge ministry location.

“A friend of mine used to 
say all the time, ‘If your church 
left the community that you’re 

in, would they (the commu-
nity) know or care?” said Scog-
gins.

One of his biggest goals for 
City of Refuge from its earliest 
beginnings, said Scoggins, has 
been for the church to “assimi-
late into the culture, without 
the culture getting into us.”

“Jesus was God in flesh. So 
we have to be ‘in flesh’ to the 
community,” he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Members of City of Refuge Community Church, Little Rock, give out free food to their Roosevelt Road community.
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CORDOVA, Tenn. – The an-
nual Adrian Rogers Confer-
ence on Worship: Preaching 
and Praise will be held April 
27-29 on the 
campus of Mid-
America Bap-
tist Theological 
Seminary, 2095 
Appling Road,  
Cordova, Tenn.
Featured at the 
2015 confer-
ence are Arturo 
“Art” Azurdia III, Ray Jones 
and Huw Priday.

“Get ready to revive, renew, 
and rejoice … Spring is a time 
of renewal, so make plans now 
to Revive!” reads a news re-
lease about the event.

Azurdia is senior minister 

He grew up in a minister’s 
home and has led worship in 
Texas, Alabama and Louisi-
ana. 

Jones has also produced 
more than 40 worship and 
Christian music albums and 
recently wrote the book “Will 
You Worship?” The book was 
awarded Best of the Best 2012 

of Word and worship at Trin-
ity Church and associate pro-
fessor of pastoral theology at 
Western Seminary, both in 

Portland, Ore. He is a frequent 
speaker at various national 
and international conferenc-
es. Azurdia and his wife, Lori, 
have two children, Katherine 
and Jonathan.

Ray Jones has 43 years of 
worship-leading experience. 

Worship conf. April 27-29 at Mid-America Seminary

Azurdia Jones Priday

by Worship Leader Magazine.
Priday was born in the small 

market town of Brecon, Mid 
Wales, and for the past 20 
years, he has performed as a 
professional opera and concert 
artist. 

He studied in London at 
the Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama and at the Royal 

College of Music. Priday and 
his wife, soprano Elizabeth 
Woollett, have sung to royalty 
and heads of state throughout 
the world.

For a complete schedule of 
conference events or to regis-
ter, visit mabts.edu/ARC. For 
more information about the 
conference, call 800-968-4508.

CenturyMen return to Arkansas April 14
LITTLE ROCK – The Cen-
turyMen will be performing 
at Second Baptist Church, 
located at 8th Street and 
Cumberland Street in 
downtown Little Rock, 
at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
April 14.  Admission 
is free.  It is the first 
visit of The Century-
Men to Arkansas since 
2000 and their second 
concert tour under the 
direction of North Lit-
tle Rock native Char-
lie Fuller, music director and 
conductor. Fuller is also the 
minister for congregational life 
at Second Baptist and former 
professor of music and dean 
of the School of Fine Arts at 
Ouachita Baptist University.

The CenturyMen is an au-
ditioned men’s chorus of pro-

Fuller

fessional Christian musicians 
who are music ministers from 
across the United States. The 
CenturyMen assembles annu-

ally to present concert 
tours in various areas 
of the U.S. Their over-
seas tours have literally 
circled the globe. Their 
recordings, which in-
clude the Grammy-
nominated Christmas 
album “Beautiful Star 
– A Celebration of 
Christmas,” are avail-

able on iTunes or at thecentu-
rymen.com.

The CenturyMen have per-
formed at a range of signifi-
cant venues across the country, 
including the U.S. Capitol, 
Constitution Hall, the Crystal 
Cathedral, the Dove Awards, 
as well as on both NBC and 

CBS television channels, said 
Fuller. 

“They were invited to be 
one of the first outside music 
groups to visit mainland 
China and will embark on a 
groundbreaking performance/
mission tour to Cuba in 2016,” 
Fuller added.

Prolific Baptist composer 
and hymn writer Buryl Red, a 
native of Little Rock, founded 
The CenturyMen in 1969. 
Red died April 1, 2013, at the 
age of 76.

Red is perhaps best remem-
bered as composer of “Cel-
ebrate Life,” a musical created 
with lyricist Ragan Courtney, 
considered a landmark in 
church music. Released in 
1972, “Celebrate Life” is still 
in print, sold through LifeWay 
Christian Resources.
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ras – Brigade #1, also known 
as “The Clinton Team,” and 
serving on its leadership team 
ever since. 

Christy Lester said the 
unique aspect of this year’s trip 
is that it was the “maiden voy-

age” for the 
newly estab-
lished Team 
Hondura s 
– Brigade 
#2. She ex-
plained that 
it was evi-
dent follow-
ing the 2014 
trip of Team 
Honduras-
Brigade #1, 
which is 
sponsored 
by Clinton 
Church of 
the Naza-
rene in 
C l i n t o n , 
that the 
team had 

grown so large a second 
team was needed. The new 
team was sponsored by Fair-
field Bay Baptist Church, 
and the Lesters served as  
captains of the team. 

The 22 members of Team 
Honduras – Brigade #2 stayed 
busy during their trip, which 
took place Jan. 17-24. In ad-

FAIRFIELD BAY – Seventy 
lives were saved and rededicat-
ed, more than 1,700 patients 
were seen in clinics and almost 
5,000 prescriptions were dis-
pensed – and it was all during 
one mission trip.

For Chris-
ty and Mi-
chael Lester, 
m e m b e r s 
of Fairfield 
Bay Baptist 
Church in 
F a i r f i e l d 
Bay, this was 
one of seven 
mission trips 
they have 
taken to 
Honduras.

Theirs is 
one of many 
teams – in-
cluding sev-
eral Arkan-
sas teams 
– that serve 
through the 
Honduras Baptist Dental Mis-
sion (HBDM), which is based 
out of Laurel, Miss.

Christy Lester said she and 
her husband were called to 
the Honduran mission field 
in 2008 and took their first 
mission trip through HBDM 
in 2009. They have been going 
on trips with Team Hondu-

Arkansas Baptists serve together in Honduras
dition to doing door-to-door 
evangelism, the Lesters led the 
team in helping with 19 church 
services, five evening revival 
services with praise and wor-
ship in Spanish, 23 children’s 
services, six home health visits 
and four days of medical, den-
tal and optical clinics, which 
included a pharmacy.

The result was 51 people 
saved, 19 lives rededicated, 
1,400 Bibles distributed, 700 
salvation bracelets shared, 
1,731 patients seen in the clin-
ics and 4,949 prescriptions dis-
pensed.  

“Everyone that came to the 
clinics was first introduced to 
the good news of Jesus Christ 
before they entered the clinic. 
In the optical clinic, they read 
John 3:16 to check their eye-
sight,” explained Christy Les-
ter. “All glory and honor is 
given to our almighty God for 
the privilege He has given this 
team of believers as part of His 
Great Commission!”

She noted that salvation 
and rededication cards were 
given to the local church pas-
tor for follow-up.

She said taking part in 
Honduran missions is one 
more way Fairfield Bay Baptist 
can fulfill the Great Commis-
sion. The church is involved 
in multiple ministries. In fact, 

she said Fairfield Bay Baptist, 
itself, was a mission church 
sponsored by Pulaski Heights 
Baptist Church in Little Rock 
and pioneered by Pastor A. 
Hilton Lane in June 1972.

Although several team 
members were from Fairfield 
Bay Baptist, Team Honduras 
– Brigade #2 team members 
also came from a number of 
other churches. Participating 
churches were: Fairfield Bay 
Baptist Church; South Side 
Baptist Church, Damascus; 
Siloam Fellowship, Mountain 
View; First Baptist Church, 
Center Ridge; First Baptist 
Church, Clinton; Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Magnolia; Wyatt 
Baptist Church, El Dorado; 
Grace Church, Clinton; Clin-
ton Church of the Nazarene, 
and Ss. Mary & Mathias Cath-
olic Church, Muscatine, Iowa.

Churches worked with in-
country missionaries John and 
Karen Ward, from Texarkana, 
and Kris and Alaina Hender-

son, from Bowdon, Ga.
One of the team members 

from Fairfield Bay Baptist 
Church was the church’s pas-
tor, Kennith Reece.

“Other than assisting a di-
saster relief team in Kenner, 
La., after (Hurricane) Katrina, 
I had no mission experience,” 
said Reece. 

“Though I have given spiri-
tual support to our Honduran 
medical teams, I didn’t really 
know how much good they 
were doing until I went with 
them. The medical needs of 
the Hondurans are great, and 
they are receptive to hearing 
the gospel while they are treat-
ed by Christian doctors and 
nurses. Hopefully, the Lord 
used this trip to bless souls 
in Honduras. He certainly 
blessed mine.”

The team is scheduled to re-
turn next January.

For more information on 
HBDM, visit medicaldental.
org. A child receives a salvation bracelet.

Mark your calendar!
Arkansas Baptist Communications Conference – May 8

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national 
leader insuring churches in alliance with 
GuideStone. Call today or go online for 
property, liability, auto and worker’s comp 
quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

To advertise in the Church 
Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at  

501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 
or email 

ads@arkansasbaptist.org

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

Admission is free – To register visit arkansasbaptist.org/ABCC15
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  PASTOR

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is prayer-
fully seeking to fill the position of senior 
pastor. Email resumes to fbceldorado201@
gmail.com or mail to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, 100 East Peach Street, Suite 350, El Do-
rado, AR  71730.    

Pickles Gap Baptist Church in Conway 
is seeking a full-time pastor. If you feel 
that God may be calling you, please send 
your resume with internet link/CD/DVD 
of sample sermons to Pickles Gap Baptist 
Church, Attn: Search Committee, #2  Pickles 
Gap Road, Conway, AR 72032.

Briarwood Baptist Church in Cabot is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time or bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resumes 
to briarwoodbaptistchurch@yahoo.com by 
April 17, 2015.

Gould First Baptist Church seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to P.O. Box 
375, Gould, AR 71643. 

Osceola First Baptist is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to Pastor 

Search Committee, 2900 W. Keiser Ave., 
Osceola, AR 72370 or email to fbcosc@rit-
termail.com. 

Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 
small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Baptist 
Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike, Little Rock, 
AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 

Union Baptist Church, El Dorado (www.
ubceldorado.net) is prayerfully seeking 
a full-time pastor. If you feel the Lord 
is leading you to consider ministering to 
God’s congregation at Union, please mail 
your resume with internet link/CD/DVD or 
sample sermons to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, c/o JoAnne Greer, 649 Armer Road, El 
Dorado, AR 71730.

First Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking 
a full-time senior pastor. Please send 
resume to FBC Pastor Search Committee, 
348 W. Washington St., Camden, AR 71701, 
or email to timgunter@fbccamden.org. 

Bi-vocational or semi-retired 
pastor, small church in musical Ozark 
tourist town. Email kenw@mvtel.net. Re-

sume to Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a 
full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBC, P.O. Box 1188, 
Tuckerman, AR 72473.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Moun-
tain Pine is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resume to Cedar Glades Bap-
tist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 303 
Gum Springs Road, Mountain Pine, AR 
71956.

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to newhopebaptist-
jay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Gregg Baptist Association, Longview, 
Texas, seeks resumes for director of 
missions. Must have a heart for en-
couraging and networking churches 
(both SBTC and BGCT). Send to: Caro-
lyn Anderson, greggba@gmail.com, or 

121 Gilmer Road, Longview, TX 75604. 
Calvary Baptist Church is accepting re-

sumes for an interim minister to stu-
dents, beginning January 2015.  Resumes 
may be sent to office@calvarymo.com or 
P.O. Box 421, Republic, MO 65738, Attn: 
Personnel Team. For more information, call 
417-732-1405. 

Southside Baptist Church, Paris, Texas, 
seeks full-time music minister.  
Blended worship service. Help with youth 
band on Wednesdays. Send resumes to 
bnorris@suddenlink.net. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing 

adult and youth choirs, as well as the praise 
band. Send resume to timsparks@century-
tel.net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. 
Two bedrooms, two baths.  Email: lbram-
mer@charter.net. Phone: 423-309-4422. 

Fort Walton Beach condo, sleeps eight, 
20 percent discount. 501.920.7205.

Small church looking for a reasonably 
priced 15-passenger van. Send infor-
mation to Palestine Baptist Church, 389 
Edgemont Road, Quitman, AR 72131.

Grace Baptist Church in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam, desires to begin handbell ministry. 
To donate a 2-3 octave set of bells, con-
tact Alan Moore at alan@ibcs.org.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and San-
dra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-6617.

C l a s s i f i e d s

Submit to arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Obituaries

Don Alan Nall, 78, of Little 
Rock, died March 11. He was 
a graduate of Ouachita Baptist 

University in 
Arkade lphia 
and South-
western Baptist 
T h e o l o g i c a l 
Seminary in 
Fort Worth, 
Texas. He pas-
tored churches 

in Mississippi, Texas and Ar-
kansas for more than 45 years. 
He served 25 years as pastor 
of First Baptist Church in 
Batesville until his retirement 
in 2001. He was preceded in 
death by his parents. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 54 years, 
Judy Overton Nall, two daugh-
ters, four grandchildren and a 
brother. A memorial service 
was held March 14 at Roller-
Chenal Funeral Home in Lit-
tle Rock.

Shepherd Hill Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff, will host 
a youth rally on April 18. A 
game time will begin at 4 p.m. 
Hamburgers will be served fol-
lowing the activities. The rally 
service will start at 6 p.m. with 
speaker Cody Brown and wor-
ship leader Elliott Andrews. 
Everyone is invited. Churches 
should call 870-534-1926 by 
April 12 to give a head count. 

The Centennial Baptist As-
sociation will hold its annual 

Church life

UFM CONGRESO – Cindy Barker 
(left), Jennifer Booth (center) and 
Jerri Younkman, volunteers from Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock, 
lead Girls in Action activities at the 
Arkansas Unión Femenil Misionera  
(Hispanic WMU) Annual Congreso, 
which took place at Life Line Baptist 
Church in Little Rock March 14. About 
200 people of all ages attended the 
day of worship, missions learning 
and fellowship. The theme was All 
for You: Surrender, Sacrifice, Serve.

A drop-in retirement recep-
tion honoring Jerry Gay, ex-
ecutive director of the North 
Pulaski Baptist Association in 
North Little Rock, will be held 
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. March 29 
at North Pulaski Baptist As-
sociation, 4500 North Hills 
Blvd., in North Little Rock. 
Gay has served as executive di-
rector of the association for 10 

Milestones

Centennial Mission Day April 
11. Churches in the associa-
tion will partner with Second 
Baptist Church, located on 
Park Avenue in West Helena, 
in reaching out to the Delta. 
In the past two years, the event 
has been held in Arkansas 
County. 

Woodland Heights Baptist 
Church, Conway, will host 
the musical “Celebrate Life” at 
6:30 p.m. April 18 and April 
19, with special guests Ragan 
Courtney, author, and Cyn-
thia Clawson, original soloist. 
For more information, call the 
church office at 501-329-0001. 

River Valley Christian Life 
Corps (RVCLC) will host a 
job skills fair from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. April 11 at the Adult 
Education Center. Lunch will 
be provided. The event is open 
to the public. 

Holly Springs Baptist 
Church and Holly Springs 
United Methodist Church 
will sponsor the Terry “Taco” 

Howard Memorial Trail Ride 
and ATV Ride from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. April 4. A barbecue 
meal will take place at Holly 
Springs Baptist Church at 11 
a.m., with an auction to fol-
low. All proceeds will go to Ar-
kansas Children’s Hospital. A 
meal will take place April 3 at 
the Baptist church. For more 
information, call 870-687-
1962.                                              

The First Baptist Church, 
Ashdown, adult choir 
will present “Salvation’s 
Story,” a praise and worship 
musical for Easter, at 6:30 p.m. 
March 29. 

First Baptist Church, 
Cabot, will hold the Awak-
ening Women’s Conference 
April 17-18. The conference 
will take place from 7 to 9 p.m. 
April 17 and from 9 a.m. to 
noon April 18. An optional fel-
lowship dinner will take place 
at 5:30 p.m. April 17. For more 
information, visit fbccabot.org 
or call 501-843-5472.

years. A scrapbook of letters is 
being prepared. To include a 
letter in the book, mail it to 
Levy Baptist Church, Attn: 
Amanda, 3901 Pike Ave., 
North Little Rock, AR 72218. 
Deadline to submit is April 
1. It will be presented to him 
after the event.

Members and friends of Vil-
lage Baptist Church in Bella 
Vista will honor Bill Bowen 
April 20 for his 15 years as pas-
tor during the morning service 
with special guests. A recep-
tion will follow.

For more Arkansas Baptist news 
visit arkansasbaptist.org
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NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
About 500 women gathered 
at Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, March 
7 for the Inspire Women’s 
Conference, which was put 
on by the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention evangelism 
and church health team. The 
day was filled with worship, 
Bible teach-
ing and break-
out sessions. 
The topic of 
God’s love 
was explored 
throughout the 
conference. 

The keynote 
speaker was 
Debbie Stuart 
of Hope for the 
Heart. 

The minis-
try project was to donate cloth-
ing items to Partners Against 
Trafficking Humans (PATH). 
Louise Allison, founder and 
executive director of PATH, 
shared her personal journey 
from being involved in witch-
craft and sex trafficking to 
complete freedom in Christ. 

“It’s uplifting and a learn-
ing experience to have so many 
women praising the Lord,” said 
Melissa Chambers, of Trinity 
Baptist Church, Mabelvale.

Laurie Ormon, women’s 
ministry director at First Bap-

Women’s event ‘inspires’

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of April.
◆ April 2: Ellie Quick, OBU Box 3923, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Uruguay. 
◆ April 5: Austin Moore, OBU Box 3019, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Singapore.
◆ April 11: Drew Funderburk, OBU Box 4030, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Asia.
◆ April 30: Bry Goss, OBU Box 3582, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Indonesia.

FAMILIES ON MISSION – Arkansas Baptists and many others 
braved rain to take part in the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Families on Mission event at the Little Rock Zoo March 14. 
Arkansas Baptist disaster relief volunteers handed out free cook-
ies; International Mission Board missionaries manned booths 
where they shared with children and adults about the coun-
tries in which they serve, including Canada and Mexico, and Bob 
Fielding (above left), ABSC missions team member, dressed in his 
police uniform and shared about chaplaincy.

SOUTH MAIN MARKS 25TH – 
South Main Baptist Church in Crossett 
celebrated the church’s 25th anniver-
sary March 15. Pictured from left: Billy 
Kite, who planted the church; Jimmy 
Lewis, who served as the first pastor for 
18 years; Lyle Hern, current pastor; Bob 
Fielding, of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, who presented the church 
with a certificate honoring the occasion; 
Ally Donald, youth minister, and Gary 
Booker, minister of music.

tist Church, Bentonville, also 
enjoyed the conference.

“This conference is well-put-
together and Christ-centered. 
There is something for every 
woman in every stage of life,” 
Ormon said. “I left feeling very 
equipped to walk out my faith 
in a very tangible way.”

Erica Uzoigwe, of Southside 
Baptist Church 
in Pine Bluff, 
brought eight 
women from 
the University 
of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff 
(UAPB) to the 
c o n fe r e n c e . 
Tarvoris “Tee” 
Uzoigwe, her 
h u s b a n d , 
serves as Bap-
tist Collegiate 

Ministry campus minister at 
UAPB. 

“I wanted to take this group 
of women so that they could 
hear a word from God, so that 
they may grow in their walk 
with Christ or come to truly 
know Christ. I wanted them 
to see other women truly living 
for Christ. I wanted to broad-
en their look on life,” Erica 
Uzoigwe said.

“We are so excited about all 
the ways that God is at work 
among the women of Arkan-
sas,” said Andrea Lennon, 
women’s ministry specialist 
for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. “We know that 
events like Inspire will con-
tinue to encourage and equip 
women to know, love and 
serve the Lord in their homes, 
churches, communities, na-
tion and world. God is on the 
move, and we simply can’t wait 
to see all the things He has in 
store.” 

For more information on 
how churches can get involved 
in women’s ministry, email 
Lennon at alennon@absc.org.

Debbie Stuart of Hope for the 
Heart spoke at the Inspire Women’s 
Conference March 7.
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State convention 
plans events

CONWAY – The State Bible 
Drill was held at Second Bap-
tist Church, Conway, March 
7, with 113 children, youth 
and high school students 
participating in the event 
and about 600 total people 
in attendance. 

In the state Children’s 
Bible Drill, 91 children partic-
ipated, 82 were winners and 
25 received a perfect score.

The Youth Bible Drill win-
ner was Georgia Belle Patter-
son, of First Baptist Church, 
Grandview. Mae York, of 

First Baptist Church, Clar-
endon, was the Youth Bible 
Drill runner-up.

The High School Bible 
Drill winner was Trenae New-
some, of First Baptist Church, 
West Memphis. Sue York, of 
First Baptist Church, Claren-
don, was High School Bible 
Drill runner-up. Sue York is 
sister to Mae York.

“The State Bible Drill pro-
vides a great opportunity for 
children, students and adults 
from churches all over Ar-
kansas to gather to celebrate 

God and His Word. The 
participants did an amazing 
job of demonstrating their 
knowledge of the Bible, and I 
appreciate the effort they and 
their Bible drill leaders put 
forth,” said Marcus Brown, 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention evangelism and 
church health team member.

The youth and high 
school first-place winners are 
eligible to represent Arkansas 
in the National Bible Drill 
to be held June 18 in King-
sland, Ga.

600 attend Ark. State Bible Drill KIDS MATTER CONF. – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Kids 
Matter conference for preschool and 
children’s ministry leadership was 
recently held in Little Rock with par-
ticipants from 23 churches taking part 
in training designed to strengthen 
ministry to children and families. 
Participants chose from four options for 
the breakout sessions. LifeWay Christian 
Resources partnered with the ABSC and 
the Cooperative Program to make the 
conference possible.

MARK the calendar for the 
following Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention events:

Medical Mission Training
April 11: Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 

Building, Little Rock
absc.org/uttermost

Reaching Unengaged 
Unreached People Groups

April 2: ABSC building, 
Little Rock

April 16: Washington-Mad-
ison Baptist Association 

office, Fayetteville
absc.org/uttermost

Connect
April 10-12: West Baptist 

Church, Batesville
April 24-26: First Baptist 

Church, Searcy
absc.org/connect 

VBS Training Events
April 14: Central Baptist 

Church, Jonesboro
April 16: Geyer Springs 

First Baptist Church,
Little Rock

absc.org/vbs

Submit your church’s news to 
the Arkansas Baptist News:  

800-838-2272, ext. 5153

More than 100 children, youth and high school students took part in the State Bible Drill March 7. Pictured are winners 
of the children’s drill (top left and bottom right), youth drill (bottom left) and high school drill (top right).
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LITTLE ROCK – The sound 
of bells drifted through Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, March 6-7. The 
ringing came from 14 hand-
bell choirs who joined to-
gether for the 41st Annual 
Arkansas State Handbell Fes-
tival, which was held this year 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church.

Larry Grayson, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evan-
gelism and church health team 
member, said there were about 
150 people from 14 churches 
involved in the event. One 
group came from Tennessee 
because the West Tennessee 
festival was canceled.

This year’s Arkansas event 
consisted of mass ringing prac-
tice, performances from vari-
ous handbell choirs – which 

received helpful comments 
– and a grand finale worship 
service, which was led by Gray-
son.

Silver Woodbury, of Okla-
homa City, served as clinician. 

Grayson said the festival al-
lows handbell choirs to play 
some selections in the mass 
ringing that might be more ad-
vanced than those they would 
normally undertake as individ-
ual handbell choirs.

“Any time you play some-
thing a little bit more challeng-
ing, that’s going to sharpen 
you and make you better,” ex-
plained Grayson, who said the 
mass ringing is his favorite part 
of the event. “There’s nothing 
like hundreds of handbells in a 
room ringing together. It’s just 
the most unique sound. And I 
love that. I’ve heard it for years, 

… and I still love it every time I 
get to hear it.”

He said the grand finale 
worship service allowed par-
ticipants to see how handbells 
can be used as a worship expe-
rience in today’s church.

Rick Couch, music minister 
at Calvary Baptist Church, Lit-
tle Rock, said he enjoys work-
ing through the pieces and 
then making music through 
which people can worship. 
While he does not direct his 
church’s handbell choir, he 
plays in it.

“It’s just wonderful being 
able to take an instrument like 
that and being able to play and 
just draw people in to wor-
ship,” Couch said.

To view a video of the hand-
bell festival, visit arkansasbap-
tist.org/handbellfest2015.

Handbells ring out at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, LR

Fourteen handbell choirs took part in the 41st Annual Arkansas State Handbell 
Festival, which was held at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock,  
March 6-7.

WALNUT RIDGE – A record-
setting 171 people attended 
the annual Hunger Awareness 
Dinner at Williams Baptist 
College March 2, raising more 
than $1,000 for the Little 
Rock-based charity Heifer In-
ternational, which has a focus 
on alleviating world hunger.

The event, which was held 
in Williams’ Mabee Student 
Center, was sponsored by the 
Williams business depart-
ment’s Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) 
chapter. Guests were separated 
at random into First World, 
Second World and Third 
World categories.

Those in the First World 
group received their full-
course meal before the other 
attendees. The Second World 
group followed, but received 
an abbreviated portion of 
the menu. The Third World 
group received dinner, but 

were given a small fraction of 
the available food.

The event is modeled in 
such a way that guests can view 
the reality of world hunger.

Various Williams students 
spoke about the different Heif-
er International projects from 
around the world. Presenters 
included Andrei Leal of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil; Taylor Galloway 
of Fisk, Mo.; Edwin Irungu 
of Nairobi, Kenya, and MeK-
enzie Hada of Yellville. Mark 
Yawson, a 2011 graduate, PBL 
alum and native of Takoradi, 
Ghana, also spoke at the event.

The night was organized and 
led by Megan Weick, of Poca-
hontas. Weick serves as the vice 
president of philanthropy for 
the PBL chapter at Williams.

“Heifer International and 
their mission to help fami-
lies around the world over-
come poverty is very near to 

the heart of PBL. On behalf 
of PBL, thank you to all who 
attended the dinner and sup-
ported Heifer International. 
Your generosity is greatly ap-
preciated,” said Weick.

“The students set several 
goals for this year’s Hunger 
Awareness Dinner,” added 
Summer DeProw, chair of the 
college’s department of busi-
ness and PBL sponsor. “They 
wanted to increase student 
participation and attendance, 
as well as increase donations. 
They achieved their goals. 
Megan Weick kept everyone 
organized and executed a won-
derful event.”

The PBL group will deliver 
the received donations to Heif-
er International’s corporate 
office in Little Rock when the 
students travel to the capital 
for the state PBL conference 
in April.

Record-setting attendance at Williams 
Baptist College hunger awareness event

BARNABAS PROJECT – More than 
730 people of all ages volunteered at 25  
projects as part of Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock’s Barnabas 
Project March 14. Patrick Henry, the 
church’s community life pastor, said the 
purpose of the project is to help others. 
For the past several years, the church has 
raised and given away money as their 
way of blessing others, but this year they 
chose to serve the community through 
service projects. They served schools, 
community centers and local ministries.
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“The ‘marry young’ mantra 
gets complicated as it hits 
closer to home, but  
generally Baptist leaders 
say marriage should be 
considered a foundation 
for adult life. And right 
now, it’s often seen as the 
high point.”
– Blake Farmer, NPR

IN A RECENT story for 
National Public Radio 
(NPR) Blake Farmer writes 
about the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s (SBC) chal-
lenge to the rising marital 
age in America. Andrew 
Walker, SBC’s Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion director of policy stud-
ies, told Farmer that he 
does not advocate a cutoff 
age for marriage but does 
promote the benefits of 
“youthful matrimony.”

“If you don’t want the 
counsel of a Christian  
chaplain – don’t go to a  
Christian chaplain.”
– Todd Starnes, Fox News

WRITING in his foxnews.
com blog, Todd’s American 
Dispatch, Todd Starnes ad-
dressed a recent controversy 
revolving around Lt. Cmdr. 
Wes Modder of the United 
States Navy. Modder was 
recently accused of “failing 
to show ‘tolerance and re-
spect’” towards homosexu-
ality and faces possible dis-
missal from his Navy post.

The WatercoolerFaith&Culture “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by  
the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

‘A.D.: The Bible Continues’ launches April 5
NASHVILLE (BP) – Actress 
and producer Roma Downey 
and reality TV show produc-
er Mark Burnett shared with 
media professionals about the 
making of “A.D.: The Bible 
Continues,” their follow-up 
project to the popular TV se-
ries “The Bible.”

The newest series is a 12-
part continuation of “The 
Bible” that por-
trays the history of 
the early church 
according to the 
first 10 chapters 
of Acts. The series 
will air on NBC 
beginning Easter, 
April 5. Filmed in 
Morocco, “A.D.” 
will delve into the 
Book of Acts in an 
effort to show the 
humanity and true 
character of the 
apostles, as well as 
their devotion to 
take the gospel to 
the world no mat-
ter the cost. The 
persecution of the 
early church and its growth are 
also highlighted.

“We pulled from his-
tory and Acts using scholars  
from both areas and wove it 
together into a cool, relat-
able, true and compelling 
story so people can see what 
the early Church was like,” 
said Downey during the Na-
tional Religious Broadcast-
ers (NRB) convention in  
Nashville, Tenn., Feb. 23-26.

Jerry Johnson, NRB presi-
dent, commended Downey 
and Burnett for their research 
and efforts to capture an accu-
rate portrayal of the historical 
and political setting. Burnett 
noted the characters in “A.D.” 
look much like people in to-
day’s society. Acknowledging 
the Roman Empire was a melt-
ing pot in its day, Burnett said 

this cast is more diverse.
Burnett credited the op-

portunity for this latest series 
to the success of “The Bible,” 
which drew 100 million view-
ers. “In Canada, ‘The Bible’ se-
ries even beat out hockey!” he 
said, hoping it will continue to 
open the door for more proj-
ects like the “A.D.” series.

Southern Baptist Conven-
tion President Ronnie Floyd, 
who also spoke during the 

NRB conference, endorsed 
the new TV series in a state-
ment. “A.D. is Biblically based, 
historically supported, and 
creatively integrated as an epic 
story that will captivate gen-
erations globally. This drama 
is powerful, engaging, and IN-
TENSE!” he said.

Burnett said, “Christians 
need to be noisier in regards to 

letting Hollywood know what 
we want.”

Devon Franklin, a Hol-
lywood producer who just 
formed his own company to 
make God-honoring films, 
echoed Burnett’s sentiment 
during the conference. 

“The power of our unified 
voices (as believers) is impor-
tant,” he said. “The biggest 
way we vote is when you turn 
on your TV and pay for your 

movies at the box office. So 
choose those that honor God.”

The series begins with the 
crucifixion and resurrection of 
Jesus and then chronicles an 
intense time in history. 

Downey refers to it as “a 
time filled with enormous 
faith, persecution, brutal 
Roman oppression and the 
desperate Jewish revolt – a 

time when history 
would be changed 
forever.”

Downey said 
she hopes God 
will use the new 
series for His 
glory. She said 
Rick Warren, pas-
tor of Saddleback 
Church in Lake 
Forest, Calif., and 
author of “The 
Purpose Driven 
Life,” warned her, 
“The most dan-
gerous prayer you 
can pray is, ‘Lord, 
use me’ – because 
He might just an-
swer you.” Both 

Downey and Burnett said they 
encountered spiritual warfare 
last year as they worked on the 
new series. Their son Camer-
on collapsed while they were 
filming in Morocco and was 
diagnosed with a brain tumor. 
Burnett said the family con-
tinues to “covet the prayers of 
God’s people.”

For more information on 
the series, visit nbc.com/ad-
the-bible-continues.
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A declaration is a formal public state-
ment. It is made in front of an audi-
ence. It is considered an authoritative 
statement issued by one having author-
ity to do so. There have been many such 
statements made over time. Two of the 
more famous ones 
are the Declaration 
of Independence 
(July 8, 1776) and 
the Emancipation 
Proclamation (Jan. 
1, 1863). There are 
many more. 

Each of these 
statements made by men 
are important, but they 
all pale in comparison to 
Jesus’ declaration of vic-
tory over death. It can be 
found in distinct forms 
in all the Gospels. It says, 
“From that time on Jesus 
began to explain to his 
disciples that he must go 
to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands 
of the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers of 
the law, and that he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life” (Matt. 
16:21). Jesus’ Resurrection Declaration 
is, “I will live again,” and He did. 

Jesus declared His ability to conquer 
death. It is one thing to declare a thing, 
but it is another to make it happen. 

Matthew 9:1-8 demonstrates the fact 
that Jesus was able to back up His state-
ments with actions. This is a good ex-
ample of Jesus’ ability to declare and 
defend His declaration. Jesus forgave 
sin, and He healed the sinner as proof 

that He could for-
give. 

Luke 24 tells the 
story of Christ’s 
resurrection.

The early be-
lievers went to 
the tomb after the 
Crucifixion look-

ing for a body but found  
the Anointed One. 

The angels were saying 
in effect, “He told you 
so. He declared that He 
would die but then be res-
urrected.” 

The disciples had for-
gotten what Jesus had de-
clared. 

Luke 24:1-12 is a re-
minder of what happens 
in one’s spiritual life when 
he or she forgets what 

Christ has declared. Christ’s declara-
tion was meant to inspire and encour-
age. The early believers were afraid and 
confused because they forgot. Let us re-
member His words lest we fall into the 
same situation. He is alive. His death is 
our victory. Never forget. 

removed. The resurrection of Jesus is 
different. Through His death, Jesus 
took on the punishment for sin once 
for all. Thus, when He came back to 
life, He rose never to die again. 

Jesus’ resurrection stands as proof 
that God’s justice 
has been served 
and that all of 
the consequences 
of the Genesis 3 
curse will be re-
moved. Paul writes 
in 1 Corinthians 
15:20-24 that 

Christ is the first fruits 
of the Resurrection and 
that, like Jesus, one day 
all Christians will be res-
urrected. 

When believers face 
death, it is not with 
fear. When believers are 
separated by death, it is 
not without hope. Paul 
proclaims in 1 Thessalo-
nians 4:13-14 that just as 

Christians believe Jesus rose from the 
dead, so too believers look forward to 
again enjoying their lives and friend-
ships with other believers at the Sec-
ond Coming of the Lord. This Easter, 
celebrate the salvation made possible 
through the death of Jesus and enjoy 
the assurance of that salvation provid-
ed by His resurrection. 

Daniel Johnson
minister to students

First Baptist 
Dover

It goes without saying that not all 
promises become realities. 

We have all had occasion to think, 
“Promises, promises, all I ever get are 
promises.” 

Most of us have been discouraged 
when someone  
has promised us 
something and 
that something 
never happened. I 
know I have. And 
probably you have 
too. You know how 
it made you feel – 
not very good. 

The typical excuse is, “I 
forgot.” That sometimes 
happens, but not all the 
time. 

In this passage, we find 
that God does not forget, 
nor does He renege on 
His promises. He does 
what He says.

Our Lord never made 
any unfilled promises. 
That would be the same 
as lying, and God does 
not lie. Hebrews 6:18 says that it is im-
possible for God to lie. The promise 
was made for Jesus to die and be raised 
again from the dead, and that promise 
was not a lie. 

The story picks up in Luke 24:13 
with some disciples on their way to 

Emmaus. They had reason to be sad 
because they had seen the One they 
trusted with their eternal salvation 
taken away and crucified. They had 
no reason to doubt that Jesus could 
and would do what He said. Some-

one has said, “If 
it is too good to 
be true, it is prob-
ably too good to 
be true.” The dis-
ciples’ eyes had 
seen Jesus die, and 
their minds said 
that “once dead, 

always dead.”
They were heading to 

Emmaus and preparing to 
pick up the pieces of their 
lives and start over again. 
Jesus came unexpected. 
No one recognized Him at 
first. Their eyes and ears 
were closed, but then they 
were opened. They saw 
and heard much as Job did 
(Job 42:5). It was then that 
they believed.

The promise became a 
reality before the disciples discovered 
it. That promise is still fulfilled today. 

You are not alone. You are not with-
out hope. 

The risen Christ is still alive today 
and is there to walk with you. Just let 
Him. 

For people in the workforce, there 
was a time when they prepared for the 
vocation they now perform. Perhaps 
that preparation was college, vo-tech or 
on-the-job training, but for everyone 
there came a day when he or she transi-
tioned from learn-
ing to doing and 
from preparing to 
performing. 

For three years, 
the disciples fol-
lowed Jesus. He 
taught them, He 
mentored them 
and He equipped them 
for the transition found 
in Acts 1:3-11. For 40 days 
after His resurrection, 
Jesus proved that He was 
indeed alive, giving His 
followers the final prepa-
ration for the commis-
sion found in Acts 1:8. 
Just before Jesus ascended 
to heaven, He instructed 
them to go throughout the 
world as witnesses for Him.

Many great leaders have come and 
gone, but Jesus is different. Jesus didn’t 
exit the world stage in death; He as-
cended to heaven alive, in victory. Jesus 
didn’t leave His disciples a manmade 
legacy; He left them with the keys to 
heaven (Matt. 16:17-19). He didn’t 
leave His followers to carry on without 

Him; He continues on with them. As 
Romans 8:34 says, He is interceding for 
Christians at the right hand of God. 
When Jesus transitioned to heaven and 
the disciples transitioned to witnesses, 
the Holy Spirit indwelled the disciples 

and empowered 
them to fulfill the 
commission of the 
Lord. 

Christians today 
also have that same 
commission. The 
moment a person 
moves from hear-

ing the gospel to following 
the gospel, the Holy Spirit 
indwells him or her and 
there is a transition from 
sinner to saint and from 
enemy (James 4:4, Col. 
1:21) of God to evangelist 
for God. Christians follow 
a Leader, greater than any 
other, who has equipped 
and enabled His follow-
ers to fulfill their calling. 
When Jesus ascended, He 

left instructions: Be My witnesses. For 
believers, the time of learning the gos-
pel has ended, and the time for sharing 
the gospel has arrived. Wherever God 
has planted them, through whatever 
relational platform – work, kids’ activi-
ties or hobbies – Christians are to be 
witnesses for Christ. 

Daniel Johnson
minister to students

First Baptist 
Dover

The declaration 
LUKE 24:1-12
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The hearse pulls out of the church 
parking lot and heads to the cemetery. 
There, a family will grieve and say their 
final goodbyes to a recently deceased 
loved one. A lifetime of moments and 
memories is over and relationships are 
severed. It’s a dark 
day in the lives of 
any family when 
they lose a member 
to the consequence 
of sin: death. 

God is just and 
punishes all sin. 
Physical death is a 
result of man’s rebellion. 
Beyond that, an eternity in 
hell is the ultimate price 
everyone faces for their 
transgressions; however, 
God is as equally loving 
as He is just. He desires 
to save men from His just 
wrath, and He sent His 
Son, Jesus, to suffer as a 
substitute in the place of 
sinners so that they could 
be extended forgiveness. 

On Easter morning, a resurrec-
tion occurred (Matt. 28:1-10) like 
none before. While resurrections had 
happened previously, such as Jairus’ 
daughter (Mark 5:41-42) and Lazarus 
(John 11:43-44), each of these people 
rose from the grave to one day return 
to it. Sin’s death penalty had not been 

Resurrected like no other
MATTHEW 28:1-10
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The promise fulfilled
LUKE 24:13-35
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Ascended like no other
ACTS 1:3-11
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GIVE more
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